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The most eminent cntic and scliolar of our times has, in 
treating of the author's writings upon the subject of Ancient 
Eloquence, and especially upon the Greek Orators, conferred 
upon him an honour to which he certainly cannot feel that 
he is entitled, but for which he must ever be gratefiil, when 
describing him as ^^certainement parmi les Modemes le Meil- 
leur Interprete de Demosthene."-^M. Yill^nain, Journal des 
Savants^ 1855* 
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It is impossiblG for any but the most careless observer 
to avoid remarking the great differences which dis- 
tinguish the Oratory of ancient from that of modern 
times. The immeasurable superiority of the former is 
far from being the only or even the principal of these 
diversities: that proceeds in part from tne greater 
power of the languages (especially the Greek), the 
instrument wicldett by the great masters of diction ; 
and in so far the superiority must remain for ever 
undiminished by any efforts on the part of modern 
rhetoricians, although extreme care applied to spoken 
composition may reduce the other advantages of the 
ancients within a very narrow compass, and give scope 
to certain advantages, not unimportant, which are 
possessed by the moderns* But there are other dif- 
ferences yet more broad between the two kinds of 
Oratory, and these require to be more minutely 
examined. 

Public speaking among the ancients bore a more 
important share in the conduct of affairs, and filled a 
larger space in the eyo of the people, than it does now, 
or mdeed ever can again. Another engine has been 
invented for working upon the popular mind, w^ bother 
to instruct, to persuade, or to please — an engine^ too, 
of which the powers are not Hmited in time or in space* 
The people are now addressed through the Press ; and 
all persons whatever, as well as those whom the bounds 
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of a public assembly can contain, are thus brought in 
contact vfith the teacher, the statesman, and the pane- 
gyrist. The orator of old was the Parliamentary de- 
bater, the speaker at public meetings, the preacher, 
the newspaper, the published sermon, the pamphlet, 
the volume, all in one. When he was to speak, all 
Greece flocked to Athens ;* and his address was the 
object of anxious expectation for months before, and 
the subject of warm comment for months after the 
grand display of his powers. It is true that he some- 
times committed his discourses to paper afterwards; 
but so rarely did this happen, that we have only pre* 
served to us the pubUshed speeches of three or four 
Greek and one Latin orator ; but those few which were 
thus written out could harcUy, in the times of manu- 
script distribution, be said to be published at all ; while 
of anything like the addresses now so frequent upon 
«very occasion of importance, in the form of pamph- 
lets, or other ephemeral productions, any work treatmg 
of the topics of the day, or any attempt by writing 
to influence the public mind for temporary purposes, 
it does not appear that there ever were examples in 
ancient times, if we except the speech of Archidamus, 
and that to Phihp, both written by Isocrates. Indeed, 
the necessarily confined circulation of manuscript com- 
positions, must have rendered it altogether hopeless 
to produce any immediate effect on the community by 
such means. Nor is it enough to say that the rostrum 
of old monopolized in itself all the functions of the 
press, the senate, the school, and the pulpit, in our 
days. It was a rival to the stage also. The people, 
fond as they were of theatrical exhibitions, from hav- 
ing no other intellectual entertainment, were really as 
much interested in oratorical displays, as sources of 
recrea'^ion. They regarded them, not merely with 
the interest of citizens hearing state affairs discussed 

♦ Cicero, Bnitas, subjke. 
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in which they took a deep concern, and on wliich 
they were called to give an opinion ; but as auditors 
and spectators at a dramatic performance, by VTliicli 
they were to be moved and pleased, and on which 
they were to exercise their critical fiiciilties, refined 
by experience, and sharpened by the frequent con- 
templation of the purest models. 

That the orators of Greece and Rome regarded their 
art as one of eminent display, considered it tlieir pro- 
vince to pleajsc as well as to move tlieir audience, and 
addressed the assembly, not only aa hearers who were 
to be convinced or pen^iiadcd, but as critics also who 
were to judge of rhetorical merit> is clear from num- 
berless considerations, some of whicli must liere be ad- 
verted tOj in order to show that Ancient Oratory held 
a place among the Fine Arts properly so called, and 
was, hke them, an appeal to the taste, ending in the 
mere pleasure of contemplation, as well as an appeal 
to the reason or the passions, leading to practical 
consequences, and liaving action for its result. An 
attention to this subject will explain many things in 
the structure of ancient orations^ which would other- 
wise be with difficulty apprehended. 

Of the circumstances to which we have adverted as 

E roving the position in qucstfon, some belong to the 
ead of internal-, others to that of external evidence — 
the former being discoverable by inspection of the com- 
positions themselves, the latter resting upon historical 
evidence of facts, 

L — 1. The first of the things belonging to the former 
class which strikes an attentive student of the ancient 
orators, is the exquisite finish and perfect polish of their 
compositions. It really seems as if the fit word were 
always found in the appropriate place ; as if, tboDgh 
every topic may not always be the best possible for the 
orator^s purpose, yet everything which he intended to 
say was saici in the best possible manner, and so that 
no further consideration could ever improve it* " Qusa 
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ita pura erat, ut nihil liqnidius; ita libere fluebat, ut 
nusquam adhseresceret : nullum, nisi loco positum, et tan- 
quam in vermiculato emblemate, ut ait Lucilius,* struc- 
tum verbum videres. Nee vero uUum aut durum, aut 
insolens, aut humile, aut longius ductum ;t ac non pro- 
pria verba rerum, sed pleraque translata; sic tamen, 
ut ea non irruisse in alienum locum, sed immigrasse in 
Buum diceres. Nee yero hsBC soluta, nee dii&uentia, sed 
adstricta numeris, non aperte, nee eodem mode semper, 
sed yarie dissimulanterque eonclusis."^ 

But it is also evident, that the exquisite structure 
of the sentences, the balanced period, Uie apt and per- 
fect antithesis, the neat and epigrammatic turn, the 
finished collocation, all indicate an extreme elaboration, 
and could hardly have been the suggestion of the mo- 
ment, because the choice of the earner expressions is 
often regulated by those which occur subsequently. This 
fineness of composition must, however, be admitted 
not to be a perfectly decisive proof of extreme prepara- 
tion beforehand ; both because we can hardly assign any 
limits to the effects of great practice in giving a power 
of extemporary composition, — witness the facility of 
rhyming off-hand acquired by the Italian improvi- 
satori, — and also because we cannot be certain that 
the spoken speech was exactly the same with the one 
which we now read — " Orationem habuit luculentam, 
quam postea scriptam edidit " — says Sallust of Cicero's 
first Catilinarian, as if insinuating that bespoke one 
speech and wrote another ; — a thing which the readers 
of modern debates, who happen also to have been the 
hearers of the same, can well comprehend* Indeed, a 

* Cicero here refen to two venes oi LucUiafl) the diction of which is 
xemarkable, — 

Quam leinde lexeis compost»I at tesserolse omnes 
Arte pavimento, atqus emblemate vermiculato ; 

alluding to the ancient Mosaic, 
f As we say, far-fetched. 
i Cicero, Brutus, c 79. 
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passage in one of Cicero's Epistles, shows that he was 
not very scrupulous as to the accuracy with which his 
pubhshed corresponded with his spoken orations. For 
he ^iyes aB the only reasons why he could not accede 
to Tubero's request (to have something insei-ted in his 
speech Fro Ligario) that it was already published, 
and that he had no mind to defend Tubero's conduct.* 
I, — 2» The exquisite figures with which the ancient 
speeches are interspersed, and the highly skilful dispo- 
sition of their materials, do not perhaps furnish more 
decisive proofs than the diction. But the exemplary 
temperance with which topics are uaedj and the 
conciseness with which ideas of the most important 
kind are expressed, and images portrayed, certainly 
can hardly be the effect of any experience or practical 
skilL The emptiness and prolixity of impromsatori, 
and other extemporary composers, show that this 
faculty of condensation is not so easily acquired as 
that of good and even accurate composition. It must, 
however, be confessed, that the distinguishing charac- 
teristic of ancient composition, spoken as well as 
written, seems to indicate some change having been 
made in the spoken discourse, when it was reduced to 
writing subsequently to dehvery. For with all the 
quickness natural to an Attic audience, and all that 
expertness which a Roman assembly may be supposed 
to have acquired from the habit of attentively hearing 
the finest compositions, it seems difficult to understand 
how the great passages, dehvered in as few words as if 
attaining the utmost possible conciseness, were the 
object chiefly iu the author's view, could make their 
due impression upon auditors, who, hearing them for 
the first time, and having no notice of the idea or the 
image, till it was at a stroke, as it were, presented to 
their minds, could have time allowed for apprehending 
it, or at least for tasting its beauty, or feeling ita farca^ 

t ^p* ad AUicmh ^^ ^' 
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The orator often feels that he could add strength to 
his composition by giving it the concentration of 
compression, but that if he suddenly presented his ideas 
to his audience, he would be in the middle of another 
sentence, or even another topic, before the blow, so 
rapidly struck, had produced its full impression, and 
the mind of the hearer would be in the state of 
confusion in which a bell throws the ear, when struck 
so rapidly as to make its successive vibrations interfere 
with one another. He feels that were he writing for 
the eye, for such deUberate perusal as enables the 
reader to pause and dwell upon each successive period 
until it has told, and even to recur in case of imperfect 
apprehension, he would prefer another and a more 
concise annunciation of his ideas ; but he must needs 
sacrifice this advantage to make his due impression. 
, Nothing can be more natural, therefore, than that, on 
reconsidering the subject, and giving his discourse in 
writing, he should omit some things which are 
unnecessary to the reader, who has the words oculis 
mbjecta fidelibus. Accordingly, when we recollect in 
how few words some of the most renowned passages in 
ancient oratory are couched, as for instance, the wgirep 
t;£0oc itself, it seems very reasonable to suppose that 
some words have occasionally been omitted by the 
writer, which the speaker had used ; just as mathe- 
maticians are known to leave out intermediate steps 
of their synthetical demonstrations, which, in their 
analytical investigations, were all gone through by 
them originally. 

I. — 3. But another peculiarity in the ancient rhetoric 
is quite decisive upon the question, both proving how 
much the productions of the orators were the result of 
great labour, and showing how much their deUvery was 
regarded as a dramatic display, or at least an exhibition 
in which the audience was to be pleased, independently 
of the business intended to be promoted. Passages are 
very frequently to be found in one oration, sometimes 
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word for word the same with those contained in another 
by the samo speaker, soTnetimes varying in certain 
particulars, and apparently varying because subsequent 
reflection, perhaps aided by the criticisms of others, or 
by the effects observed to be produced on the audiencCj 
had suggested the change, as an improvement upon 
the earlier composition. If we only consider how httio 
it is in the natural course of things, that a person 
addressing perhaps a different audience, nay, still nioro, 
the same audience, but certainly upon a different 
business, should use the very same topics, even the 
same figures of speech, in the same or nearly the same 
words, and how likely these must always be, in the 
active affairs of life, to bo inapplicable in one case, 
precisely because they were applicable in another and 
a different case, we shall at once perceive that the old 
orators had other objects in view than the mere 
furtherance of the matter actually in hand, and that 
those passages were repeated, rather because they had 
been found successful in striking and delighting the 
audience when first pronounced, and were therefore 
hkely to ple^e in the repetition, than because they 
conduced materially to carry conviction to their minds, 
and gain their concurrence to a practical proposition* 
For, certainly, if a person is to be convinced that a 
certain measure is expedient or necessary, and if the 
matter addressed to his mind with this view is precisely 
the topic, illustrated by the metaphors, and in the words, 
which he distinctly recollects to have been formerly 
employed for the purpose of making him assent to a 
wholly different proposition, and support a measure of 
another kind entirely, nothing can be more likely than 
that he should at once say, " Why^ surely I have heard 
all this before ; you told mo the same thing last year, 
on such a question, — you cannot be in earnest — you 
are playing upon me, or playing with the subject/' 
Such would be the effect of the repetition, upon an 
audience who were mot merely to transact real businesSj 
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to consider on the merits of the case brought before it, 
and to act, that is, decide, after mature debberation and 
making up its mind, upon conyiction. 

Accordmgly, nothing could prove more fatal to the 
speaker's object than any such attempt in our 
assemblies ; it would be at once confessing that he had 
some other object in view than to convince his hearers, 
and some other business to which he sacrificed the 
concern in hand. But far otherwise is it, if we 
suppose that the orator has a twofold object, and that 
the audience is collected for another pm^pose, as well as 
that of being convinced, — ^that he desires to gratify, to 
please, as well as to persuade, and that they are come 
to enjoy a critical repast, as well as to *' expatiate and 
discourse their state affairs." In this case, the repetition 
would heighten the zest at each time ; as they who love 
music, or take pleasure in dramatic representations, are 
never so much gratified with the first enjoyment of any 
fine melody or splendid piece of acting, as with^ its 
subsequent exhibition. A nearer view of the practice 
referred to, will set this in a sufficiently clear hght ; 
and will show, that these repetitions a^e not at all 
confined to trivial passages, which might be forgotten 
after having been once heard, but on the contrary, are 
chiefly to be found in the finer, the more striking, and 
therefore the more noted passages, — ^passages which 
must have been familiar to every hearer. This close 
examination of the Greek Orations is also highly 
instructive and curious ; for we are thus, as it were, let 
into the secret of their composition, almost as if the 
rough draught had been preserved. We don't, perhaps, 
see the original sketch of the picture, as in examining 
the designs of some of the great Masters whose works 
are preserved in their various stages ; but we see the 
discourse from a state with which the orator had, after 
much labour, at first rested satisfied, and which, but for 
his exquisite skill, and the fastidiousness which always 
accompanies genius in judging its own productions, 
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^ould haTe remained, and been deemed perfect, by 
after ages ; and we can tra^c the pro^re^ of the work 
from that to its present finisihed and absolute form, as 
we can some of the compositions of Pope, from the MSw 
preserved in the British Museum, and those of Milton^ 
from the MS., far more valuable, in the Library of 
Trinity College, Cambridge* 

The repetitions are nowhere to be fonnd so frequent 
as in the Fourth Philippic, which for this reason has 
been termed by commenfcitors and critics^ the Peroration 
of the Nine Orations against PliiHp. Not having, it 
should seem, considered this subject very attentively, 
or been aware that numerous repetitions are also to be 
found in ihe rest of the lesser orations, they seem to 
have thought that this notion of a peroration sufficiently 
explained the whole matter. But in truth the Fourth 
Philippic is almost entirely a repetition, and chiefly 
from one of the preceding ones, perhaps the most 
magnificent of the minor works, that upon the affairs of 
the Chersonese, sometimes called the Eighth Phihppic. 
If whole passages were to be found in hoth without any 
variation, it might be supposed that transcribers had 
by mistake copied them ; or if nearly the whole of one 
oration were composed of passages the very same with 
those which occurred in another, we might suppose 
that oration to be spurious ; although even then it 
might bo observed, that the learned monks who 
beguiled their soHtude in the middle ages by fabricating 
ancient works, always displayed their skill in original 
composition, imitating no doubt the manner of their 
models, but never resting satisfied with the unambitious 
task of culling out passages and working them into a 
cento. But in the Fourth Phihppic, there are variations 
and additions which clearly show that the orator 
Bometimes improved upon the iirst thought, sometimes 
adapted the original sentence to the new occasion ; and 
we can often trace the steps of the process, and perceive 
the precise reasons which guided it. At the same time, 
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it appears that some sentences are retained in the self- 
same state in which they originally were ; and this 
shows that he had at first bestowed so much pains as 
to bring these to a perfection which satisfied his severe 
taste, and that, when the same ideas were again to be 
expressed, he regarded his former selection of words 
as preferable to any other which he could make. It is 
a remarkable circumstance that, in these respects, no 
difference can be traced between the finest passages and 
those of inferior importance ; in both kinds we observe 
that sometimes there are variations and improvements, 
sometimes an exact repetition ; and this plainly demon- 
strates that all the portions of the work were elaborated 
with extreme art, no part being carelessly prepared and 
flung in as a kind of cement to fill up the interstices 
between less splendid passages. In this, as in so many 
other particulars, how different is the texture of modern 
discourse ! Even one of the greatest, in some respects 
certainly the very greatest orator of recent times, Lord 
Chatham, used frequently, especially in his latter days, 
to speak in a careless manner and m an under tone of 
voice, for a quarter of an hour or more at a time, as if 
he did not solicit any attention from his audience, and 
then to break out into one of those brilliant passages 
which have immortalized his name. 

One of the most remarkable parts of the Fourth 
Philippic, is that highly wrought description of Philip's 
implacable hatred to Athens, of the reasons upon which 
that hatred was grounded, and of his poUcy in over- 
running Thrace ; and this passage is to be found also 
in the Oration upon the Chersonese delivered the year 
before ; but it seems to have been, during the interval, 
adapted to the circumstances in which the Fourth 
Philippic was delivered, and to have been somewhat 
more highly finished. The orator begins by saying in 
the same words, that the Athenians must first of all 
dismiss from their minds any doubt of Philip having 
broken the peace, and of Ina now waging open war 
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against tliem. In the Chersonese Oration, wbeti etatine 
thj&j he calls upon them to give over their mutQal 
Tsranglings and recriminations, which k omitted in the 
Fourth Philippic. Ho then proceeds in the same 
words in both orations, Kal jcokovonc ^(v l^rrt koI 
£vOpoc SA^ ttJ ttoXh^ Koi Tr(7 riJc TToXttJ/c iSatpti, — - 
"he is the deadlj enemy (literally evil-disposed and 
hostile) of the whole city, and of the very ground 
it stands on j" and then he bursts forth with -nrpoo-fljrjJTw 
fi^, — but in the two oration.s, tliis introduces perfectly 
different matters, and the diifcrence is very remarkable, 
In the Chersonese, Philip is " the enemy of every 
creature within the city, and of those too who most 
flatter themselves that they enjoy his smiles. Do they 
deny it? Let them look at (the fate of) those 
Olynthians, Lasthenes, and Euthycratea, who, to all 
appearancOj were his familiar favourites^ and no sooner 
betrayed their country into his hands, than they per- 
ished by the most miserable of deaths."* But in the 
Fourth Philippic, he adds, after the words wpotrOijfTM 2^, 
that Philip is the implacable enemy, not of all the 
men within the city's walls, but of the gods in the city j 
and, by a striking and bold apostrophe, invokes their 
TGngeance upon his head, ** teal toT^ tvry ttoXh SteoT^, 
— oiVfp avTov ^^oMa^tav.^'f — " He is the enemy of the 
gods themselves who gnard us, — may they utterly 
destroy him !" The reason of this remarkable varia-^ 
tion is plainly to bo perceived. Possibly he might 
think the allusion to the fate and the conduct of the 
Olynthian chiefs not so appropriate when, after the 
lapse of another year, these things could not be so 
fresh in the recollection of his hearers ; but this is by 

vol. L, p. nS* 
f Ibidj vol i., p. 134, 
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no means so probable a supposition as that, upon 
reflection, he had perceived the anticlimax which, it 
must be confessed, mars the beauty of the passage as 
given formerly in the Chersonese Oration ; where, 
after describing Philip as the deadly enemy of the very 
ground the city stands on, he adds, that he is also the 
enemy of all its inhabitants — a far more mitigated and 
ordinary species of hostility. True genius may be for 
a moment at fault; but its characteristic is to derive 
from failure itself the occasion of new success, and to 
turn temporary defeat into lasting triumph. Having 
made Philip the enemy of the ground itself on which 
Athens was built, he sought about for some stronger 
description still of his implacable hatred, nor could find 
it on earth. He therefore must make the Macedonian's 
enmity war with heaven itself, and from hence he 
brought out the magnificent apostrophe, which, after 
the topic it arose out of had thus been wrought up so 
high, became as natural and easy as it was imposing 
and grand. After this, the anticlimax would have been 
of course far greater than ever, of introducing the 
allusion to the hostility against the inhabitants, and he 
was compelled, therefore, to sacrifice the fine allusion 
to Olynthus. Let us here, in passing, remark how 

froundless the notion is of those critics who have 
escribed Demosthenes as never indulging in figures.* 
No passage can be more figurative than the one we 
have been contemplating ; nor do tropes of a bolder 
caste occur in any prose composition, we might add, or 
in any poetry, than the description of a man's enmity 
reaching at once to the soil and to the gods — " a solo 
usque ad ccelum*^ 

The orator goes on, in both orations, in the same 
words, to afiirm that the government or constitution of 
Athens is the great object of Philip's hatred, and, as 

• Of this number assuredly was not Cicero ; and yet the Roman orators 
who affected Attic taste, appear to have deemed plainness, dryness, the 
humUe dkeadi genuSy a characteristic of it. 
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he says, justly. For this he gives two reasons in the 
Philippic I — ^first, because Philip feels those conflicting 
interests and mtitual injuries which must needs make 
them enemies of each other; and next, because he 
knows that Athens must always be the refuge of any 
state which he wishes to subducj and must ever resist 
him herself, as long as her democratic gorernment 
endures* Both these reasons are repetitions, almost in 
the same words^ from former orations ; the one is taken 
from the Second PhOippic, dehvered three years before, 
and the other, from the Chersonese Oration, The 
only material change iu the former, is the transposition 
of the words ^itafwg and ao-^aA<I>e, apparently m order 
to obviate the bad effects of the same vowels coming 
together J as they did in the Second Philippic, wavra 
raXXa aa^aXt^c KiKTitTau Perhaps he also preferred 
to round the period with ev MaKiiov!n, rather than to 
end more abruptly with otaot^ The sense is not varied . 
here any more than it is by the substitution of jiyitTai 
for voptZ^ in the Fourth Philippic, a substitution 
which the orator makes^ although the same word 
yyEirm had ended the clause but one before. The 
passage taken from the former Philippic is tacked on, 
as it were, to the one taken from the Chersonese 
Oration, by the insertion of a few words ir^hg Si 

TOUT 01^ TQtyQVTOig OVtTlV* 

The changes made in the Chersonese passages arc 
remarkable, because we can easily perceive the reasons 
that led to them, both as regards the sense and the 
sound* *Eo-T£ ju^ vfitt^ ovK avTot TrXtoviKTn^ai ku\ 
KarcnTT^^Tv ^p^tiv eS tt* ^ i/Kortc* dXA' trepov Xa^tTi^ 
Kii)\v(Tai^ Kai ix^^'^^ atfytXidOat Sen^oi (in the Fourth 
PhiUppic, Kfli Tov t^ovr a^^Xlaflat) koI oXm^ ivo- 
^X^jtrat Toig apx^tv pouXojtilvo*^, koI wavTag av9pwirovQ 
ftc tXm6tptav ^^atpfXtaOat ItrotfjLoiy (in the Fourth 
Philippic, i^iXiaOai S^tvot)^ He evidently now con- 
sidered St (vol the more powerful word, and fitter to 
close the period, and he avoided repeating it; he also 
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preferred l^ekiaOai to a compound of the a^cXIaOat, 
which double compound he had used before ; and 
besides gaining the advantage of concluding with ^etvoi, 
he avoided the hiatus occasioned by the at and £ 
immediately following each other. Perhaps we may 
from hence conclude (and other instances will after- 
wards be pointed out) that sometimes when he allows 
the same words, or words of the same root, to recur at 
a very short interval, it is not because he deliberately 
approves such repetitions, but because he may not 
have given the diction its last polish. Thus, in the 
same passage of the Chersonese, a little farther on, we 
have KaTa<TKeva!^eTai twice in one period, where the 
repetition is figurative, or at least intensive, and meant 
to mcrease the force of the expression; and immediately 
after, the same word is employed a third time, but 
with another added, i^atpu, where KaratrKevaZtTai 
really seems superfluous. Thus, too, in the beautiful 
description of public and private Ufe, in the peroration 
of the Fourth PhiUppic, airpajfiova is twice used. 
But in many instances the repetition is intensive, both 
where the whole word is repeated, and where the root 
only is taken; as in the Chersonese Oration, rate 
Karriyoplaig ag AioirelOovg Karriyopovm ; in the Ora- 
tion against Aristocrates, where he speaks of persons 
KivSvvovg KivSvvev<TavTag ; and in the Oration for 
Ctesippus and others, where he mentions persons, 
iroXijuiovg TroXefxovvrag. In other instances, where he 
merely repeats without intension or figure, the fittest 
word appears to have been selected and employed at 
first, and the idea recurring, the orator seems to use it 
a second time as if he did not deign to go out of his way 
and vary the phrase, and would not, for the mere sake of 
changing it, use a less appropriate or choice expression. 
In the next part of the passages which we are com- 
paring, two instances occur of the orator's using the 
sentences originally made for one purpose, in such a 
manner as adapted them to a different state of things. 
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In the Chersonese Oration, the argument is, that 
Diopeithes must be supported in his predatory attack 
upon Thraee, both because it was justified by PhiUp's 
intrigues in the Chersonese, and his open assistance 
to the Cardians ; and because, whatever thwarted his 
policy, furthered that of Athens, " All his operations," 
says Demosthenes, ** and his enterprises, are enterprises 
against this country ; and wheresoever any one attacks 
him, he attacks Jiim in our defence." In the Fourth 
Philippic J this last member of the sentence is left out, 
because it evidently, though stating a general pro- 
position, referred pecaharly to tlie movements of 
1>iopeithes, which were no longer under discussion. 
Again, when the Chersonese Oration was deh vered, 
Philip had not as yet taken many of the towns in 
Upper Thrace ; and Demosthenes, in speaking of his 
campaign there, asks if any one can be so weak as to 
imagine that he would encounter the toils and the 
dangers of that winter campaign for the sake of such 
miserable places as Drongilus, Cabyle, Masteira, tcul a 
vvv l^oiptt KQt KaTa<jKwaZ€Tat. When the Fourth 
Philippic, however, was delivered, he was believed to 
be in possession of all Thrace ; therefore, this last 
expression is altered to Kat a vvv ^aaW uvthv tvtiv. 
He also expands the fine period immediately follow^jng, 
in which he contrasts the importance of Athens with 
those wretched conquests, in order to demonstrate tliat 
Athens alone can be the real object of Philip's 
attack ; and he introduces an apostrophe containing 
an invocation something like that which be had 
added to the earlier part of the passage-^'' Who can 
suppose that about Athens, her ports, and arsenals, 
and navy, and precious mines, and ample revenues, 
her territory and her renown — which may neither 
he nor any other conqueror ever tear from our 
country I*- — he should be wholly indifferent, and suffer 

■ The addition is-^**) t*t**»^ *«) %ilnif bSv ^jJ-r' ixirvAi, ^j^r* eiKkm 
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you to keep quiet possession of them, while, for the 
millet and rye of the Thracian barns, he is content to 
bury himself in the winter of that dreary region."* 

The two passages in these two orations the most 
calculated to m£^e a deep impression upon the 
audience, are bursts of eloquence not surpassed by any 
in the Philippics, and, with the exception of a single 
word, they are the same in each. In one of these 
passages, the orator appeals with tho greatest skill to 
the people's sense of shame, and artfully rouses their 
feelings without offending their pride ; insinuating, that 
if they wait for a still more pressing emergency, they 
will oe yielding to the fear of personal violence, by 
which only slaves are actuated, instead of being moved 
by a sense of honour.f In the other passage, he appeals 
with the utmost dignity to the memory of their ancient 
renown, describing their incapacity to endure subjection, 
as the ground of rhilip's implacable enmity. The effect 
of both passages, but of the last especially, upon an 
Athenian assembly, must have been prodigious — olSe 
yap aKpi^C^g, 8ri SovXeveiv fjiev v/ieig ovt £0e\'^<TBTB, 
ovt\ av iflfX/joTjre, iirtaTacFOev' ap\Hv yap eniOaTS,^ 
Now, these three last words, which for dignity and 
conciseness may be compared with the celebrated Sxrirep 
vi<f>oQ in the Oration on the Crown, had been used by 
him for the same purpose, only a few months before, in 
the hearing of the same assembly ; who must all have 
well remembered them, often repeated them in the 
interval, much canvassed the merits of the passage, and 
thus have known that they were coming, as soon as the 
preceding sentence was begun. 

In Uke manner, there is a repetition, word for word, 
in the Fourth Philippic, of a most splendid passage in 
the Chersonese Oration, which forms the continuation 
of the one we have been contemplating. It is the 
contrast which the citizens of other States present to 

* Literally, "to winter in that dungeon." 

t Orat. GrcBc., ed. Reiske, vol. i., pp. 102, 138. 

I Ibid, voL L, pp. 104, 148. 
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the Athenians, in their treatment of traitors. He 
goes through many of those, indignantly and bitterly 
affirming that no one durst in their hearing have taken 
the common enemy's part ■ and he winds np the whole 
by taunting the traitors with the gains of the prefer- 
ment to which their disaffection has led^ while the 
country has sunk in proportion as they have risen. 
This suggests the favourite contrast of Philip's fortunes 
and their own, "He has become flourishing, and 
mighty, and formidable to all, both Greeks and 
Barbarians, while you are become destitute and low 
—splendid indeed in the abundance of your markets, 
but in every preparation of any value, utterly ridi- 
eulous,"* The word *' is," {ItxtX) instead of " has 
become/' (y^'yorEv) is really the only change made in 
this very striking passage, the winding np of which 
must have been foreseen by the audience as soon as 
the preceding long passage began to be pronounced by 
the orator. The Fourth Philippic has the peroration 
and the fine apostrophe to Aristodemns connected with 
this contrast by a remark, that those who have thus 
betrayed the country, mete out to her and to themselves 
a very different measure; recommending peace and 
quiet to her under injury, while they cannot be quiet 
though no one is attacking them. In the Chersonese 
Oration, where the passage respecting the conduct of 
the friends of subimssion and apathy occurs close to 
the peroration, as in the Fourth PhilippiCj it suggests 
and introduces the magnificent description of a wise 
and honest counsellor, contrasted with selfish time- 
servers, which has been ever so much and so justly 
admired. In the Fourth Philippic, the conduct of 
those advocates of Philip being exemphfied, peculiarly 
in the instance of Aristodemus, leads the orator to 

r iJr ^gtffnxi ^a^stir..ivh x^xvayik&fFnt. — OruL GriJCCf ed. lieiske^ vol. L, 

p. 106. 
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that topic which continues till about the close of the 
whole. 

In the Second Olynthiac, there is a very remarkable 
passage, in which the orator, who has, for the greater 
part of his discourse, been contending that the founda- 
tions of Philip's power are not solid, and has illustrated 
this position in various ways, comes to speak of the 
vices of his private life, and adds, that all these defects 
of his are for the present concealed and cast into the 
shade by the brilliancy of his successes; evirpaKlai 
Suvai (TvyKoi^pai Koi <Tv<TKia(rai tu Toiavra ovdSrij says 
he, " if it be the pleasure of the Gods and of your- 
selves, they will be made to appear before long — ^for 
as in our bodies, when one is in good health, the 
peculiar flaws in the system do not show themselves ; 
but if any malady comes on, then they are all stirred 
up, — ^fractures, sprains, and whatever else is faidty; 
so it is with states and sovereigns."* Now upon this 
it may be remarked, that it is the first rough sketch 
of the figure, and is liable to considerable objection; 
for the subject in hand was not Philip's private vices, 
but the concealed weakness of his dynasty. The vices 
are introduced as proof that his nature is rotten, and 
that his fortune will be evil (yvw/xijc koI KaKoSaifiovlag 
SeiyimaTa) ; but those vices are for the present covered 
by his successes; nevertheless they will break out 
when the tide of his fortune turns. Then the simile of 
the bodily defects is given to illustrate this tendency of 
misfortune to reveal secret profligacy — ^not to bring 
out concealed defects in political strength — and yet his 
application of the simile is to the structure of states. 
There must, therefore, be admitted both to be some 
confusion and some reasoning in a circle throughout 
the passage, although the simile, if clearly applied, 

— OraL Crvecy ed. Reiske, voL i., p. 24. 
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would suit both purposes* In the Oration npon the 

Letter (sonietimes called tho Eleventh Philippic), the 
same figure is used, but with the most perfect precision. 
The alterations made in the structure of tho passage 
arc also remarkable. 

The argument of the Oration on the Letter is, 
indeed, throughout, the same with that of the Second 
Olj^nthiac; namely, that tho real power of Piiilip is 
much less fornaidable than it appears to be~^ana in 
pursuing thiSj ho unavoidably falls upon the same 
topics, aometiraea introducing sentences formerly used; 
but the difference ia so considerable, in general, that 
one should say he might have composed the second 
speech without having the first under his eye- The 
contrast between the thirst for glory in Philip, and his 
people's desire of repose after suffering so much from 
the war, ia finely given in both orations, though in 
different words, and variously wrought up. It reminds 
ns of the similar topics so often used in the time of 
Napoleon, for the same purpose, and nearly in the 
Bam'e terms. Reference is also made in the latter 
Oration, to Philip's personal character ; but the general 
attack on his private life is judiciously omitted ; and 
one part ia singled out, which is immediately con- 
nected with the argument, becauae it has a tendency to 
alienate from him his people, his allies, and his troops 
' — this is his jealousy of all military merit but his own ; 
which made him anxious to monopolize the whole glory 
of his wars. In the Olynthiac, the Orator had stated^ 
on the authority of a Macedonian worthy of credit 
(w^l^ei TiZv iv avTT^ ry )(o>QifyEyivt}fi(vttiv rti/hg j}KovQVi 
avBpo^ ovcafj.ii)Q itlov rt i/^E6cf(T0at), that his body- 
guard and the foreign troops in his service, though 
excellent and bravo soldiers, are discourfiged by his 
jealousy, which makes him turn his back on any of 
them who may have distingui^^hed himself In the 
Oration upon the letter, bo treats this as a well known 
* "Weakness in Piiilip's character, quite incontestable, and 
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avowed by all who approach his person, so that the 
chiefs who have gained victories are worse treated hj 
him, than those who have sustained defeats. This is 
all he charges, in that oration, upon his personal 
character ; and then he asks how it happens, that his 
followers should so long have remained faithful to such 
a chief. It is in answering this question that he intro- 
duces the passage formerly, that is nine years before, 
used in a somevoiat different way in the Second Olyn- 
thiac. The words are the same with those which were 
cited above, substituting rag ufuiapTlag for ra roiavra 
oyefSir, the latter word clearly applying to the scan- 
dalous private life, just before described, but wholly 
omitted in the latter speech. He proceeds with the 
simile slightly changed. As it begins with (rvfipaivu 
yap instead of &<T7rep iv rote trtofiadiv, the verb 
appw<rr{}<yy is used instead of the substantive appiatr- 
TTtfia with avfifiy, and instead of repeating aadpov after 
ixaOptoVi as in the Olynthiac, fifj reXIwc vyidlvov is 
dehcately substituted in the latter oration. There is a 
material difference too, in the application which follows 
the simile in the two speeches. In the Olynthiac, it 
was, — '* In like manner, while the war is only carried 
on abroad, the defects of power in states and monar- 
chies do not appear ; but when it comes to the frontiers, 
then it brings all those faults out." But in the latter 
oration it is, — " So in monarchies, and in all ^states, as 
long as war is successful, their vices are concealed from 
every eye ; but as soon a^ a reverse occurs, which it is 
very likely he should now experience, since he has 
undertaken things above his strength, then all these 
embarrassments become manifest to every one."* It 
is plain that this application is by no means such a 
departure from the form and gist of the simile intro- 
duced to illustrate a public though personal rice, and a 
plain source of poUtical weakness, as was the applica^ 

• Orai, GrcBC, ed. Reiske, vol i., p. 166. 
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tlon in the Oljntliiac, where the simile had heen 
introduced to illustrate the conceahnent of Phihp's 
scandalous private life- 

Nevertheless, the same figure was destined to be a 
third time used, and with far more perfect finish and 
elaboration, though not applied to Philip at all, nor 
indeed to national resources, nor any state aifiiirs whal^ 
soever, but to iEschines, and to his conduct and public 
character. In the great oration delivered seven years 
later, he launches out into a fierce invective against 
iEseliineSj distinguished by all the beauties of his fiery 
and rapid eloquence. Reproaching him with gaining 
by the misfortunes of his country, ne exclaims, ** You 
prove it by all your life, and all you do, and all you 
say, and all you do not say, 1b there anything in 
agitation for the interest of the state ? ^Eschines is 
mute. Does anything go wrong and disappoint our 
expectationa ? Forth com es zEschincs — as old fractures 
and cramps break out the moment any malady attacks 
the body."* Beside the great improvement in the 
diction and in the more perfect apphcation, it is re- 
markable how much more bold this simile is here, than 
in its original use on the two former occasions. There, 
it was less adventurously used to illustrate the break- 
ing out of evils, weaknesses, or vices, to the public 
view, on any reverse or general blow befalling the 
state or the individual ; here, it is really used in a very 
strong sense ; for the meaning is, that jEschines him- 
self resembles a disease of the state, and breaks out 
when once general misfortune or malady seizes the 
body pohtic* 

The passage of which wc have just been tracing the 
history and progress, is certainly one so remarkable, 

syTinfiaaffi ti xtti /yiyaififf tTev ^Lx iSti ; itd^itfTtw Al^^imi' fSr^r^^ t^ 
—Orat GriEC^, ed. Kd^ke, vol* i., 294, 
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that it must have been familiarly known among a 
people devoted to the enjoyment of public exhibitions, 
whether political or dramatic ; and we may Well sup- 
pose them to have been acquainted with it,* as they 
were with the more striking passages in the writings 
of the Tragedians. The famous Xiy^ral n khivov in 
the first Philippic, is another instance of the same kind ; 
and perhaps was the best known, because the most 
successful of all the bursts, alike happy and unexpected, 
in which the lesser orations abound, not to mention 
that it occurs in the speech in which he first declared 
war against Philip. Yet we have a repetition of the 
same burst in the Oration upon the Letter, only applied 
to that Letter, as well as to the general fact' of a 
Macedonian m^-king war upon Athens. Contrasting 
their own supineness with their enemy's activity, he 
exclaims, — " But we, if you will have the truth told, 
doing absolutely nothing, sit down, always putting off, 
and proposing devices, and asking one another in the 
market-place, if there is anything new. And what can 
there be more new, than a man of Macedon overawing 
the Athenians, and daring to send -us such letters 
as you have just heard read." The two passages are 
as follows, — ^the diction being in several parts changed. 
In the First Philippic, it isW^H (iovXeaOe, alire /Jioiy 
irepiiovreg avrCjv TrvvuavedOai Kara ttjv ayopaV XiyeTai 
Ti Kaivov ; yivoiTO yap av ri Kaivorepov, rj MaKsSojv 
avi)p 'AOrivalovg KUTairoXB/Awv, Koi ra tCjv ^EWtivwv 
SioiKtJv;* In the Oration upon the Letter, it is — 
'Hfitig^l (elpfiaeTat yap TaXriOlg) ohSlv iroiovvTtg 
ivOaSa KaOrifxeOa, /xlXXoi/rec aei, koI \pri^iZ6fxavoi, Koi 
irvvOavojuievoi Kara rfjv ayopav, £i ri Xiyerai VEtxtTepov. 
Kafroc, t£ yivoiT av vawrepov, ri MaKeSwv avfip Kora- 
^poviov A&^valtjv, Kai toX/aCjv eirKTroXag wifiireiv 
TOiavrai;, o?ac i^KOvcrare /tUKpt^) 7rporepov;t I^ must be 
allowed that the original passage is the more spirited, 

• Oral, GroBC., ecL Rdske, voL u, p. 43. f ^bid, vol.' !., p. 166. 
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and on the whole the finer of the two, and that the 
application of it to the receipt of the letter, in tho 
latter oration, is somewhat flat, after the striking appli- 
cation on the former occasion. It is, howeverj redeemed 
bj a fine burst which follows, and in which he contrasts 
the Athenian inaction with Philip's energy and valour 
— ** enamoured with danger, his whole body covered 
with wounds*' — the original idea of the more famous 
passage in the great Oration on the same suhjoct- 

It IS worthy of remark, that the perorations, if by 
this we mean the very concluding sentences of all, in 
the Greek orations, are calm and tame, compared with 
the rest of their texture, and especially with their pen- 
ultimate portions, which rise to the highest pitch of 
animation. There seems to have been a rule enjoined 
by the same severe taste which forbade any expression 
ot passion in a statue, that the orator should close his 
speech in graceful repose. The same principle appears 
to have been extended to each highly impassioned por- 
tion of the discourse : the orator must, it should seem, 
always show that he was entirely master of himself, 
and never i^as run away with by the vehemence of the 
moment. li appears that the signal failure of yEschincs 
in his great^ Oration (on the Crown) may be traced to 
this source. Certain it is, that, had he closed that 
noble performance before the last sentence, «notliing 
ever was more magnificent than his peroration would 
have been. The idea is grand, simple, and striking — 
that of desiring his audience, when his antagonist 
shall call around him the accomplices of his crimes, to 
imagine they see surrounding the place he speaks from, 
all the mighty benefactors of their country — Solon, the 
wise lawgiver, and Ar is tides, the pure and disinterested 
statesman, beseeching the Athenians not to prefer the 
eloquence of Demostbfenes to the laws or their oaths, 
or to crown iiim for treasons far greater than made 
those patriots of old banish for ever tar lesser offenders ; 
that they behold Themistocles, and all those who fell 
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at Marathon and FlatassB — ^who never can endure him 
being honoured by the country who had conspired with 
the barbarians against Greece. The execution is as 
fine and majestic as the conception is noble. Every 
allusion to these ancient worthies is brought to bear on 
Demosthenes ; every expression that is most sonorous, 
and yet most appropriate and most picturesque, is 
applied. The concluding sentence of all is bold, yet 
sustained in the loftiest night of eloquence. Nothmg 
prevented it from holding for ever the place which the 
celebrated oath in Demosthenes now holds at the head 
of all the triumphs of rhetoric, except that it was fol- 
lowed by this divine passage, to which its merit is 
little inferior, and to which it manifestiy gave the 
hint ; for the resemblance is close, in one place, to the 
very words — " Themistocles, and those who fell at 
Marathon, and those who fell at Platseae, and those 
tombs of your forefathers — ^think you not that they 
will send forth groans when you shall crown him who 
conspired with the barbarians against the Greeks?"* 
All this success, which would have been prodigious, was 
sacrificed apparently to the necessity of closing with a 
more ordinary and less elevated passage ; nor would it 
have been sacrificed, if that closing passage had strictly 
followed the rule, and had not contained the absurd 
and even ludicrous words, invoking the sun, earth, and 
knowledge — for all the rest is merely tame and correct, 
like the usual perorations of the Greek orators. 

To this rule of calm peroration, however, there are 
some sufficiently remarkable exceptions. That of 
Demosthenes' great Oration is one, as if to show his 
rival that he could, contrary to the practice, introduce 
a highly-wrought invocation into the closing period, 

* BgftiffT»»Xiec ^l xet) rtivs iy tllet^»6ain rtXtUTti^avrets^ »mi revs l» 
UXartueiTs, »a} oMreiys reivs reiipovf ruv T^oyevvv, «.r.X. In Demosthenes 
we have, r»vs Iv Ma^afuvt v'^oKtv^vfiva-ayras rSv vr^oyevuv^ xai rovg Iv 
nxetreueut ^a^aralafiUtof ^ with an allusion immediately following, to 
their tombs. 
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and introduce it with vast effect* The Oration upon 
the Embassy likewise concludes with a most animated 
declamation. That upon the Liberty of Rhodes affords 
another instance of an impassioued peroration, and it 
is a repetition from the Oration upon the Administra- 
tion of the Commonwealth (irtpf 2virra£«<t?^)* where, 
in the middle of the speech, a passage is given, repeated 
in a great measure from the second Olyntliiact but 
containing, in words nearly the same with the perora^ 
tion of the Rhodian Oration,} a warnins that the men 
of former times had not left the trophies of their vic- 
tories as mere objects of fruitless wonder to posterity, 
but in order that they who gazed might emulate the 
virtues of those who erected them. This is added in 
the speech upon the Administration, not being found 
in the Olynthiac, atid it is repeated from tho former, 
in the Rhodian Oration, The date of the Oration 
upon the Commonwealth is uncertain ; hut it could not 
be long before that of the Rhodian speech, which was 
in the second year of the 107th Olympiad, tho First 
Philippic having been only delivered the year before. 

Instances, among others the last given, have been 
already noted, of the same ligure or topic being em- 
ployed to serve very different purposes, the adapta- 
tion being effected by an exceedingly slight alteration 
in the words. But others are not wanting where the 
same topic, and nearly in the sirae words, one or two 
only being changed, is nsed for the purpose of enforc- 
ing positions of diametrically opposite kinds. One of 
the most singular of these examples of inconsistency h 
to be found m the very splendid Oration against Aris- 
tocrates, composed, according to Plutarch, when the 
Orator was only twenty-eight vcars of age, and cer- 
tainly delivered when he was only thirty, by Euthyeles, 
for whom it was written. The object of it was to at- 
tack a decree denouncing outlawry against any person 



* Ornt, Cn^c-i ed. TltiskCj vol. L, p. 1 7 J* 
X Ibid, voL L, p. 2QU 



t Ibid, vol i,, p* 36. 
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who should slay Charidemus, as a remuneration for the 
services of that foreign general. In the beautiful pas- 
sage to which we are referring, the orator contrasts 
with this lavish distribution of public honours, nay, 
this invention of a new privilege, the slowness of theur 
ancestors even to admit that individuals natives of their 
own country had the merit of saving the state, and the 
scanty reward which they deemed equivalent to any 
services a stranger could render. His argument is, 
that when foreigners had conferred the highest bene- 
fits on the state, they never were in return protected 
by such decrees as the one in favour of Charidemus, 
but obtained the rights of citizenship, which were not 
then prostituted, and therefore were deemed of high 
value ; and he names two instances of this judicious 
system of rewards, in the cases of 'Menon and Perdic- 
cas. Now, in the Oration lipon the Administration of 
the Commonwealth, he is inveighing against the pros- 
titution of public honours, and particularly that lavish 
distribution of the rights of citizenship ; and he repeats, 
almost word for word, the passage which he had com- 
posed for Euthycles ; only that he says their ancestors 
never thought of giving those rights of citizenship to 
Menon and Perdiccas, but only an exemption from 
tribute, deeming the title of citizen to be a reward far 

nter than any service could justify them in bestowing, 
le Oration against Aristocrates, after describing the 
services rendered by Menon, he says: in return for 
these benefits, " our ancestors did not pass a decree of 
outlawry against any one who should attempt Menon's 
life, aXXo iroXiTktav iSoaav — ^and this honour they 
deemed an ample compensation."* But, in the Oration 
upon the Commonwealth, after describing Menon's ser« 
vices in the same words, he says, " ovk i\fjri<b((ravTo ttoXc- 
Ttlavj aXX dTiXsiav titoKav fiovov"^ Again, in the 
two orations, he describes Perdiccas's services. in the 

• OraU Grcec., edit ReUke, voL L, p. 687. f Ibid, voL L, p. 173. 
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same words ; but in the one he says, out ancestors did 
not decree that whoever attempted his hfe should he 
outlawed, aXXa. iroXtrdav tStoKav ^Ji/ov ; and in the 
other he says, oitK n^pinhlfjavT^ iroXtTtlavy eiXX' ariXftap 
tSitiKav fiovoVf and adds, that they withheld the ttoX- 
iTita, ** because they deemed their country great, and 
Tcnerable and glorious, and the privilege of hearing its 
name far above any stranger's deserts,*'* Both orations 
then proceed to complain, but in different language, of 
the manner in which that title had been prostituted-t 

The ultimate judgment pronounced as it were by the 
orator upon his own compositions, and recorded in the 
changes which he made when repeating the same pas- 
sage, has been already adverted to in general terms* 
It is not perhaps very surprising that we sometimes 
find this judgment at variance with that of the less 
refined and severe taste of modern critics, Thus^ the 
Second Olynthiae contains a very well known and 
most justly admired description of the slippery founda- 
tion upon which ill-gotten power rests. If a translation 
of this be here attempted, it is certainly under a deep 
conviction how impracticable any approach, in our lan- 
guage, must be to the great origijiaL 

"When a confederacy rests upon union of senti- 
ments, and all have one common interest in the war, 
men take a delight in sharing the same toils, in bear- 
ing the same burthens, and in persevering together to 
the end. But when, by aggression and intrigue, one 
party, like this Prince, has waxed powerful over the 
rest J the first pretext, the slightest reverse, shakes off 

* It might tiftve been supposed that, in the Oration against Arlalo-^ 
crat^, ^tkiTfm had, by an error, crept into tli^; MS^. hi^tead of Mr<rsXim ; 
but, beside that the expression *jt»vfi Ttpth applied to the reward the first 
time it is meotiOTied, would not be justly descriptive of tlie merely pecu- 
niary exemption in which the ^TtXtm consisted; tiae second jnstnnceT that 
of Perditcas^ is immediately followed hy the reason, namely , that the ^al 
yivtrfat «iFXfV#; ^ra^' vff7y was always held a sufficient honour to call 
fyrth any services. 

f EcUttbwgh R^Htw^ YoL xx^TiKf pp. 97| 93, 
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the yoke, and it is gone I For it is not, O men of 
Athens, it is not in nature, that stability should be 
given to power by oppression, and falsehood, and per- 
jury. Dominion may for once be thus obtained: it 
may even endure for a season ; and, by the favour of 
fortune, may present to men's hopes a flourishing 
aspect ; but time will search it, and of itself it must 
crumble in pieces. For as the lower part of buildings 
and vessels, and all such structures, should be the most 
solid, so ought the motives and principles of our actions 
to be founded in justice and in truth." 

Of this noble passage nearly the whole is repeated 
in the Oration on the Letter, but with remarkable 
variations. Instead of irov^p^a, which perhaps rather 
describes active, meddling, mischief-making mtrigues, 
than cunning and crafty ones, airarri koI /3fa are used, 
as better describing force and fraud; and aTri&ovXff 
(treachery) is added to irXcove^ta, the rrovripia being 
now dropped to avoid the alliteration* Then the auc- 
Yafr£<T€, which some critics had so much commended^ 
though, be it observed in passing, with considerable 
discrepancy as to its precise meaning, is wholly left 
out. It had been taken by its chief admirers as a 
figure borrowed from a horse shaking off some burthen 
of which he is impatient. Reiske, a high authority, 
explains it by the rubbing of an animal's hair in the 
wrong direction, i, e., from tail to head, and also by 
the effect of fear in erecting the hairs. Constantine 
renders it, when neuter, by " mordere frenum ut equus 
erectis auribus," in which Henry Stephens agrees. 
Hesychius (cit. Ulpian.) gives a sense similar to the one 
in our translation, and the expression is certainly 
picturesque and striking. Nevertheless, so thought 
not Demosthenes ; for .m the repetition he entirely 
omits the word, and substitutes for it Sicdctac, " shoot 
to pieces," or " shivered" — a powerful word, but one 
which is much less figurative than avaxaiTiZw. The 
translation of the passage, as ultimately amended and 
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elaborated hy its great author, will therefore gtand 
thus — ^^Whon intrigue and ambition have created the 
djnastj, as bis have done, by craft and by Tiolence, 
the slightest pretext, the most common mischief, shivera 
it ID a moment, and it is gone V 

The e:i ami nation into which we have entered, 
though minute, is not more so than was necessary to 
show the extreme care of composition which guided the 
workmanship of the Greek orators ; to prove that they 
delivered their orations as finished productions, with 
the view of satisfying a critical audience ; and to illus- 
trate the position, that the audience jflocked to hear 
theiDj as well for the pleasure of tho treat thus afforded 
to their refined taste, as for the more useful purpose of 
hearing state affairs practically discussed. There are, 
however, not wanting circuuistauces of External Evi- 
dence, which prove the same positions as to the pains 
bestowed upon ancient compositions, and the highly 
artificial nature of Greek and Latin oratory. 

11.^1. The number of speeches written, published, 
and preserved, and which yet never were spoken, is 
among the most remarkable of these proofs. Nothing 
can more strikingly illustrate the difference between 
Ancient and Modern Rhetoric. With us, a speech 
written at all before delivery, is regarded as something 
anomalous, and almost ridiculous ; because, the p roots 
of preparation being inconsistent with the inspiration 
of tho moment and tlie feehngs under which the orator 
is always supposed to speak, we naturally enough feel 
that it should bo carefully concealed from the eye of 
the audience, and that their being admitted as it were 
behind the scenes, at once dispels the illusion so neces- 
sary to be kept up. But a speech, written and pub" 
lished, which never was spoken at all, is with us at 
once given over to extreme ridicule ; and a speech in- 
tended to have beeu spoken, is a kind of by- word for 
soniietbing laughable in itself, as describing an iiicon- 
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gruous existence. So entirely different was it of old, 
that five of the seven orations of Cicero against Verres, 
were never spoken ; that the finest of all his orations, 
the second PhiUppic against Marc Antony, was never 
delivered at all ;* nay, was composed apparently with- 
out the least intention of being spoken ; and there are 
doubts if his next best,t that for Milo, was spoken ; it 
having certainly never been heard by the audience. 
Yet these orations, both the introduction to the Defence 
of Milo, and the Philippic in many passages, contain 
direct references to what could only be known by the 
speaker when he actually was in the Rostrum ; as the 
alarm occasioned by the crowd of armed men that filled 
the forum, the attentive demeanour of the audience, 
and the effect produced on the adversary by the de- 
livery of the preceding passages. Had the orations 
been delivered, these things might easily have been 
added before publication; but they were put in at 
random, on the speculation of something happening to 
bear them out, in the speech for Milo, which was in- 
tended to be spoken ; and they were pure fictions with 
no reference whatever to the fact, in the Speech 
against Antony, which was composed without any view 
to being dehvered at all. It must be admitted that 
nothing can possibly be more artificial than a composi- 
tion purporting to be a speech actually dehvered on a 
particular day, which yet never was intended to be 
delivered on any day, which yet contains allusions to 
that particular day as beiEkring upon the argument, and 
which not only asserts that certain things spoken must 
make the object of vituperation feel as if he were torn 
in pieces, but actually aflSrms that he is at the moment 

• Epp, ad, AtHcum^ lib. xv!., ep. 11. 

t The anecdote of Milo, when he read it at Marseilles, jocosely and 
most unbecomingly remarking* that had it been delivered, he never would 
have been eating those excellent oysters, is well known ; but it is not 
decisive; and is applicable either to the speech never having been de* 
livered, or not having been heard. 
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growing pale with fear, and iu a state of perspira- 
tion.* 

The Greelt orators have not left us more tljan one 
or two examples of the same kind ; or if they have, we 
are too imperfectly acquainted with the history of the 
speech eSj to know whctlier or not any of ill em wore 
written only and not spoken. Ono is Demosthenes' 
Oration against Midias, who, having given him a blow 
in the theatre while filling a public office connected 
with relipous rites, was adjudged by the assembly of 
the people guilty of impiety, and the question was 
to come before the judges, what tine or damages he 
should pay. The Orator's speech, and one of his finest, 
was composed for this occasion; hut jE^cltinos openly 
charges him with having compromised the matter be- 
fore the argument,! The same fact is stated by 
Plutarch, but probably from jEschines4 This, then, 
as a speech, was never spoken, but it was composed 
with the full intention of being delivered. Of orations 
like the Second Philippic, never intended to be spoken, 
yet conn posed in all the form of speeches, we have no 
instances, at least none that we know of, unless it be 
the two speeches of Isocrates, one to Philip, and the 
other by Archidamus, which are professedly fictitious, 
and rather pamphlets than orations. But we have an 
instance of much the same description with the Latin 
imspoken orations, hi the speeches written by one per- 
son for the purpose of being delivered by another. 
Thus the Oration against AristocrateSj was written to 



* "Hunc nnnm dieni, hnne unum, frrquam, hodiemnm di(*W "Hbbc 
te lacerat, hacc cnientat orfttio." '' Apparet essie commotiLin : eudat — 
pallet — f[ui(llLbet, inodo ue imu^f^t, fatiat*" — -Phil ii, 

f K*Ti Kt JiiftpZvTOf. Wheit he aaya that Dcnosthenc-? rewi^etl thirty 
minsB for the injuiy, aod fur tht: vote of the people which ho had obtained 
agaiust Midk^t he meana plainly that the iirit judgment only had been 
giTcif, and tic at the other reapectio^ uitt^TifAnvnt or asiaessmcnt of liue, 
remained to be given. 

J It mast be mentioned that Plntarch aaya it yf«i uncortain vrbether 
tlie Oration of Demoslhenea on the Enibaaay ever was deUvei^d, 

D 
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be delivered bj Euihydes ; that against Androtion was 
composed for and spoken by Diodorous ; that against 
Timocrates also for a person of the name of Diodorous ; 
the two against Aristogeiton (which, however, are 
supposed to be spurious), for Ariston ; leaving only the 
Oration against Leptines's law, in which Demosthenes 
seconded Ctesmpus, delivered by himself; to say no- 
thing of all the IhthfTtKoiy or speeches on Private Causes^ 
whicti, by the rules of procedure at Athens, must all 
have been delivered by the parties themselves, the ora- 
tors writinff them, unless where leave was obtained from 
the Court for a professional orator to follow, support, or 
second them {cfwayop^vBiv) ; so that of the thirty-three 
Private Orations of Demosthenes, only the five in which 
he was himself the party, that is, three against Aphobns, 
and two against Onetor, were delivered by the author. 
Thus, a^am, all Issbus's orations were written in the 
name of the parties, and to be delivered by them. 
Isocrates, too, is known never to have attempted speak- 
ing after his first failure : all his orations, therefore, 
were written without a view to being spoken by himself. 

11. — 2. Akin to this, of speeches composed and not 
delivered by the autiK)r, nor ever intended to be 
delivered at all, is the other fact well known to 
students of antiquitv, that there remain compositions 
of the greatest of Orators, which were prepared 
apparent^ without any subject; we refer to the 
npoolfita of Demosthenes, of which no less than fifty- 
six have reached us ; and of these only three or four 
seem to have any connection with any speeches ever 
made by him. Kespecting these Procemia, there has 
been some difference among the critics, and an opinion 
has been started, that they were only parts of 
speeches which he intended to make, but had not 
time to compose, except the introductory portion, 
which, for the purpose of their argument, these critics 
assume to be the most difficult part. But indapen- 
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dently of the gratuitous, and indeed erroneous nature 
of this assumption, the texture of these compositions 
does not bear out the theory, nor is it consistent with 
the probabihties of the case. For, Jirst, With the 
exception of a very few, these Introductions are all 
as general and vague, and bear as little relation to 
any real question, as Sallust's introductions to his 
two histories. 

Secondly, Some of the Introductions are word for 
word the same with the Introductions to orations 
actually pronounced. Of this description are those of 
the Rhodii^n Oration, which is the same with the 
twenty-sixth Prooeraiura ; and the Oration on the 
Symmoria5, the same with the sixth Prooemiura. Why 
then should these Introductions be preserved among 
the rest which are not found in any speeches delivered, 
unless the fact were, that those had been in the collec- 
tion of ready-made Introductions, and had been used 
when wanted, but that the others had not ? 

Thirdly, The Exordium of the Megalopohtan Ora- 
tion is word for word the same as the seventh in the 
collection; but it is not in general like the greater 
number of the Prooemia; being manifestly made for the 
speech, to the subject of which it particularly relates* 
It should seem, therefore, that it had found its way by 
accident among the others. The Hke may be said of. 
the twenty-third, which relates to the subject of the 
Rhodian Oration, and was probably composed and 
intended to be used as the Introduction to that speech, 
but laid aside, the other and twenty-sixth ready-made 
one being preferred to it. 

F<mTthty, The Exordium of the First Philippic agrees 
in most essential particulars with the beginning of the 
first in the collection ; but above one-half of the latter 
is wholly omitted in the Exordium of the real oration ; - 
only a part of it is, in substance, though in different 
words, afterwards introduced into the latter part of the 
speech. Now, whoever shall read this first Procemium, 
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will at once perceive that the first few sentences are so 
general, as to be capable of being used for almost any 
speech delivered at any time ; and that the rest consists 
of topics which mi^ht be used at any time when affairs 
were going on badly. It is quite plain, then, that this 
Exordium was intended for pretty general use, and 
that part of it was used as an Exordium, part intro- 
duced in the course of the oration, and the rest never 
used at all. 

Fifthly, It seems contrary to all probability, that 
there should have been lost no less than fifty-two 
orations; and equally so, that Demosthenes should 
have delivered «o many without preparing more than 
the Exordium — ^yet unless the collection were of ready- 
made Introductions, one or the other of these things 
must be supposed. 

Lastly, It seems clear, that although by far the 
greater number of these compositions are intended for 
Exordiums, some are not— but rather striking passages 
which had occurred to the orator, either as relating to 
particular subjects on which he might afterwards 
compose orations, or as passages not relating to any 
particular subject, and which might be of general use. 
The collection, however, is a very remarkable illustra- 
tion of the extremely artificial texture of the Greek 
orations, and of the vast pains bestowed upon their 
compositions by the Attic orators. 

The Roman orators furnish us with instances of a 
similar description. Cicero had a Liber Exordiorum 
also, as WG learn from the pleasant anecdote which 
occurs in his Epistles. He had, it seems, by mistake, 
sent to Atticus, as the Exordium of his treatise, De 
Gloria, the introduction to the third book of the 
Academic Questions ; and when, in reading the Aca- 
demics on his voyage to Vibo, he found how he had 
defrauded his friend of an Exordium — Cicero bids him 
cancel it and prefix another, which he sends, whether 
newly made, or from his collection of ready-made 
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Introductions, does not qnite clearly appear. ** Id 
evenit (says he) ob earn rera, quocl habeo vohimen 
procemioruin. Ex co eligcre soloo, cum aliquod 
<fvyy^uf.ifjLa institui. Itaque jam in Tusculano, qui non 
meminjs&em me abusum isto prtMBmiOj conjcci id in 
eum librum quein tibi misi* Cum autem in navi 
legerem Academlcos, agnovi eri-atum meum, Itaque 
statim novum procpmium exaravi ; tibi rui?^i. Tu illud 
desecabis, hoc a^glutinabis."* It is clear that ^uch 
introductions could have no possible connection with 
the subject-matter, but might, like Sallust's preliminary 
chaptei^s on human nature, have suited any one work 
as well as another. 

IT. — 3. The testimony of ancient historians and 
other writers, shows us how va^t the pains were, and 
how various, and how unremitting, which the Orators, 
and indeed all writers, took in elaborating their com- 
positions* Demosthenes especially is well known to 
have been invincibly averse to extemporaneous speiik- 
ing. Plutarch relates of him, that he could hardly 
ever be induced to speak off hand, however often called 
upon in public assembhes.t Ho never would trust his 
'* success to fortune," — that is, to the inspiration of the 
moment ; and some have surmised, not without appear- 
ance of truth J that his well known failure before Philip, 
of which so lively a description has been given by 
jEschines in his great Oration, was owing to the want 
of preparation under which he then laboured. An 
anecdote is related of him, that when Pytheas taunted 
him with ''his speeches smelling of the lamp/* his 
answer was, " True, but your lamp and mine do not 
give their perfume to the same labours.'" He also wajs 
in the habit of defending such preparations by asserting 
that it evinced more respect for the people, and was 

* Epp. ttd Attlcmti, lib- xvi,, ep. 6, 

t The fj'ienda of Monti vrill here not fail to recollect that great postal 
{DTuicibk repugriance to extempore vertaLlicaUoa. 
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therefore more becoming a good citizen in a democratic 
state. Pericles, whom he so greatly admired, had the 
same aversion to extempore speaking. It is never- 
theless recorded of Demosthenes, that when, upon 
some rare occasions, he trusted to the feeling of the 
hour, and spoke off-hand, his eloquence was more 
spirited and bold, and he seemed sometimes to speak 
" as from a supernatural impulse." The care which 
Plato took of his diction is equally well known. His 
copiousness has been the sulgect of much admiration, 
and extolled as a kind of natural faculty. ''Non 
hominis ingenio, sed quodam Delphico oraculo in- 
stinctus," says Quintilian,* as if he poured forth the 
flood of his eloquence by a kind of inspiration. Excel- 
ling all men, '' eloquendi quiidam facultate divina," says 
Cicero.f Nor can any of the littleness, the minuter 
and miniature ornaments, like the execution of some 
pictures of the Flemish school, be ascribed to him of 
whose style it was said, that had the Father of the 
Gods spoken in Greek, he would have used none other 
language than Plato's. Nevertheless, we know how 
exquisitely his diction was wrought, of which the first 
of ancient critics had said, that it resembled a piece of 
sculpture or chasing, rather than written c<Mnposition ; 
— oi ypavroXg aX\a yXwroi^ Koi ropkvroic eoiKora^ 
\6yovQ4 He continued correcting, and new-moulding, 
ana refining his language to his eightieth year; and 
after his decease, a note-book was found, in which he 
had written the first words of his treatise on Goverii- 
ment several times over, in different arrangements. 
The words are, Karlj3i|v x®^^ *'^ Jlnpaia fiera FXai- 
jcfovoc row Apl<movog. "I went down yesterday to 
the Piraeus with Glaucon the son of Ariston."§ Others 
relate the circumstance as if all the changes were made 
on the first four words, which indeed appears to be 

• Lib. X., cap. 1, § 81. f Omt. 

t Dim, ffaUeam. De StrucL, Oraf. § 25. 
§ Dim. BaHcartu De Struct,, Oral. § 26. 
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most probable when we attend to the meaning of the 

four last. 

IL — 4. All the accounts which ha^e reached us of 
the course of traifiing and study which the ancient 
orators went through previous to venturing upon the 
fonnidable scene of rhetorical display, and even after 
they had begun their career of eloquence, afford addi- 
tional proofs of the extreme care bestowed upon their 
art. Demosthenes is supposed to have studied under 
Plato, " Lrectitaviss*^ Platonem studiose, audivisse 
etiam Demosthenes dicitur, — idque apparet ex genera 
et granditate verbomm."* Plutarch quotes Hermippus 
for the statements that he received Isocrates's rheto- 
rical system from a Syracusan of the name of Callias, 
and other scholars of that orator, and proSted by the 
study of them-t The pains which he took to cure or 
subdue his natural defects of voice and utterance, are 
well known. But he also applied himself diligently to 
rhetoric under Isbbus, the most famous advocate of the 
day. It is also recorded of him, that he wrote oot the 
whole of Thucydides eight times with his own hand, to 
impress the vigorous and impressive style of that great 
historian on his memory ; and that he could repeat hia 
works by heart. His study of delivery under the 
comedian Satyrus is well known ;t ^^d he is said also 
to haTe taken lessons from another actor ^ named 
Andronicus.J 

Cicero took equal pains in acquiring his art, nor 
ceased to learn after he had taken his place in the 
Forum, and even on the Bench* He accustomed him- 
self to translate into Latin the works of the Greek 
orators, in which exercise he said he resolved " ut non 
solum eptimis verbis uterer, et tamen usitatis, sed etiam 
ex primer em qu^edam verba iuutando, quas nova nostris 
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essent, dummodo essent idonea."* If or did he confine 
himself to the orators ; for Quintilian informs us that 
he pubhshed Latin translations of Plato and Xenophon.f 
When Molo, the rhetorician of Rhodes, came to Rome, 
Cicero hastened to study under him. He daily prac- 
tised declamation, chiefly in Greek, and obtained such 
readiness in the use of the noblest of all languages, 
that when he delivered a speech in it before the same 
Greek rhetorician, upon visiting Rhodes, it is related 
that the Grecian expressed his sorrow at finding that 
Rome was now stripping of oratorical fame the country 
which her arms had in all other respects already sub- 
dued. Even after he had distinguished himself at the 
Bar, he spent some time in Greece, and there attended 
the Schools of Oratory, again studying under Molo^ 
who had before been his master at Rome. It is well 
known that, far from being satisfied with his success, 
which was great, or from deeming, because of it, that 
he had fallen upon the best style of oratory, his study 
of the Asian style when he visited Greece, induced him 
materially to alter his own. The severity with which 
he, at a maturer age, judged some of the most success- 
ful passages of his brilliant orations is well known ; and 
all their success, had his judgment been less severe, 
and his self-complacency greater, might not have per- 
petuated his name among orators, any more than the 
memory of all the principal orators of Quintihan*s age 
has been preserved, whose very names would have 
perished but for his once mentioning them, and one 
only in particular, Trachallus, eulogized by that great 
critic, and never more heard of.J STay, long after his 
return to Rome, while actually exercising the high 
oflSce of Praetor, he frequented tne school of Gnipho, a 
celebrated Rhetorician of that day ;§ and while in full 
practice at the Bar, he continued the habit of declaim- 
mg upon supposed questions {theses), as if he had been 

♦ Cic. de Orat, i. 34. f Lib. x. 5, § 2. 

X QiMat,f ziL 6, § 6^ § SueUm, De III Gram.^ cap. 7. 
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a young student. He is also known to have studied 
delivery under Roscius and ^sopus, two actors, — the 
former in comedy, the latter in tragedy. 

It is further certain that the ancient orators gave 
lessons, even the most celebrated of them. Mention 
has already been made of Molo, Gnipho, and other 
professors of Rhetoric, But Isocrates, Isaeus, and 
Demosthenes himself, taught their art to those who 
would excel in forensic pursuits. Isocrates is said to 
have received twenty pounds from his pupils; but 
IsadQs and Demosthenes, two hundred, — a convincing 
proof how great a value was set in those times upon 
the accomplishment of oratory ; but a proof also how 
diflferently a studious devotion to it was then viewed ; 
for assuredly it would be in the last degree perilous to 
any modern speaker's success in public, were he to 
teach rhetoric while he continued to practise it. 

11. — 5. Nor is it foreign to our present inquiry to 
remark, that the exquisite taste of the Athenian audi- 
ence both proved their delight in the pleasures of the 
Forum, or Ecclesia, so to speak, and showed how well 
they were trained to a nice discernment of oratorical 
merit. It may be remarked generally, that a speaker 
who thinks to lower his composition in order to accom- 
modate himself to the habits and taste of his audience, 
when addressing the multitude, will find that he com- 
mits a grievous mistake. All the highest powers of 
eloquence consist in producing passages which may at 
once affect even the most promiscuous assembly; but 
even the graces of composition are not thrown away 
upon such auditors. Clear, strong, terse, yet natural 
and not strained expressions; happy antitheses; apt 
comparisons ; forms of speech that are natural without 
being obvious ; harmonious periods, yet various, spirited, 
and never monotonous or too regularly balanced; — 
these are what will be always sure to captivate every 
audience, and yet in these mainly consists finished, and 
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elaborate, and felieitous diction. ^' Mirabile est," says 
Cicero, " cum plurimum in faciendo intersit inter doctum 
et rudem, quam non multum differat in judicando."* 
The best speakers of all times have never failed to find, 
that they could not speak too well and too carefully to 
a popular assembly ; that if they spoke their best, the 
best they could address to the most learned and critical 
assembly, they were sure to succeed ; although it may 
be very true that the converse of the proposition is not 
equally well founded; for bad diction and false taste 
will not be so sure to obtain their merited reprobation 
from a promiscuous auditory. The delight with which 
certain passages were listened to by the Roman audi- 
ence, has been recorded by ancient critics and rhetori- 
cians. Two sentences spoken or recorded by Cicero, 
the one by its fine and dignified composition, the other 
by its rhythm, are said to have produced an electrical 
effect ; and yet, when we attend to them, we perceive 
that this could only be in consequence of the very- 
exquisite taste of tne audience. The former was his 
description of Verres : " Stetit soleatus Praator Populi 
Romani, cum pallio purpureo, tunicaque talari, mulir 
ercula nixus, in littore." The other is given by him as 
spoken by Carbo:t "Patris dictum sapiens, temeritas 
filii comprobavit." But the nicety of the Attic taste 
seems to have been still mc^re remarkable. It is related 
of Theophrastus, who had lived many years at Athens, 
had acquired great fame in eloquence, and valued him- 
self extremely on the purity of his Attic style, that he 
was much mortified by an old woman, with whom he 
was cheapening some wares at a stall, detecting his 
foreign origin, and addressing him, a> ^ivc. Nor could 
she give any other reason for it than a word he had 
used which seemed rather affectedly Attic. :( 

There may be added two other peculiarities to 

• 2>e Orat., iiL 6X. t Cic. Orat^ 63. 

i Both Cioero (BrutuSf 46) and Quintilian (viii. 1) mention this anec- 
dote ; but the latter alone gives the ground of the old woman*s conjecture. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ELOQUBKCB OF THB ANCIENTS. 43 

complete the picture of that attention to oratorical 
composition, and that refinement in the audience which 
we have been contemplating, and to illustrate the dif- 
ference in this respect between ancient and modern 
eloquence. Any merely critical remarks in a modem 
speech are hardly p^mitted. It is not a charge which 
can now-a-days be made against an adversary either 
at the Bar or in debate, that he has made a bad speech, 
that his eloquence is defective, that his figures are out 
of keeping, his tones inharmonious, (m* his manner 
awkward. Yet these are topics of ordinary recrimina- 
tion and abuse between Demosthenes and iEschines. 
To have argued inconclusively, to counsel badly, to act 
corruptly, or feebly, or inconsistently, are the charges 
to which the combatants in the more close and business^ 
Uke battles of our Senate must confine themselves. 
With us it is no matter of attack that an adversary's 
tropes are in bad taste, or his manner inel^ant, or his 
voice unmusical. So we may perceive the exquisite 
care taken by the ancient orators to strike and to 
please their audience, in the attention paid by them to 
the rhythm or numbers of their periods. In the 
ancient institutes of Rhetoric, that subject forms a 
separate and important head, which, or even the 
mention of which, would scarcely be borne among us. 
It must at the same time be observed, that although 
we are so suspicious of whatever would ^ve an 
appearance of theatrical display to the busmess of 
debate, our greatest orators nevertheless have excelled 
by a careful attention to rhythm, and some of the 
finest passages of modern eloquence owe their un- 
paralleled success undeniably to the adoption of those 
Iambic measures which thrilled and delighted the 
Roman Forum, and the Dactylus and Pa9onicus, which 
were the luxury of the Attic Ecclesia.* Witness the 

* ExampleB of ibis artificial composition occur in every page of the old 
Orators. See particularly, the famous climax of Demosthenes, in the 
Oration on the Crown, Appendix, No. V. ; and the quotation from the 
Argument of Cicero Pro Milone, Appendix, No. YII. 
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former in Mr. Erskine's celebrated passage respecting 
the Indian chief, and the latter in Mr. Grattans 
peroration to his speech on Irish independence.* 

That the ancients, and particularly the Attic school, 
were sparing of the more elaborate ornaments of 
eloquence, figures, is certain ; unless indeed we regard 
as such, enumeration, repetition, antithesis, interroga- 
tion, and the other forms of condensed and vigorous 
expression, which are not to be reckoned tropes at 
all. But with metaphor, hyperbole, apostrophe, they 
certainly did not overload their oratory. It is never- 
theless quite untrue that Demosthenes has so few as 
some have represented, although undoubtedly he 
produces a prodigious eflfect, enlivens his discourse, 
awakens and sustains the ready attention, in short, is 
striking and brilliant, with fewer than would have 
sufficed to any other man. There are preserved to us 
three orations supposed to be of Pericles ; and Thucy- 
dides, who has recorded them, certainly represents 
himself to have heard generally, the words which he 
sets down in his history, as well as to have examined 
the evidence of the facts. The most admired of these 
speeches is the 'ETrcra^coc \6yog, the Funeral Oration. 
Its style is unquestionably chaste and noble ; it is of a 
touching simplicity, and from the judicious choice of 
the topics, as well as their skilful disposition and treat- 
ment, the effect must have been great of such an 
jaddress: it is of a sustained and perfect dignity; 
indeed its solemnity seems peculiarly suited to the 
occasion. But notwithstancUng the moving nature of 
that occasion, and although in the epideictic branch of 
oratory, more figurative display might have been ex- 
pected than in the ordinary harangues of the Ecctesia, 
there can be found hardly any tropes at all in the 
whole compass of the Speech. Only one passage, 
properly speaking, can be called figurative, — that 

* Appendix, No. I. 
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beautiful one where he says that illustrious men have 
the whole earth for their tomb.* It may, however, be 
remarked, that Aristotle mentions another as having 
been in the oration, — a comparison of the loss occa- 
sioned by war .to the act of nim who should take the 
Spring out of the year.f But in Thucydides' version 
no such passage is to be found. 

It is impossible to deny that the ancient Orators fall 
nearly as far short of the modern in the substance o( 
their orations as they surpass them in their composi- 
tion. Not only were their views far less enlarged, 
which was the necessary consequence of their more 
confined knowledge, but they gave much less informa- 
tion to their audience in point of fact, and they applied 
themselves less strenuously to argiunent. The assem- 
blies of modern times are eminently places of business ; 
the hearers are met to consider of certain practical 
questions, and not to have their fancy charmed with 
choice figures, or their taste gratified with exquisite 
diction, or their ears tickled with harmonious numbers. 
They must therefore be convinced ; their reason must 
be addressed by statements which shall prove that the 
thing propounded is just or expedient, or that it is 
iniquitous or impolitic. No far-fetched allusions, or 
vague talk, or pretty conceits, will supply the place 
of the one thing needful, argument and information. 
Whatever is beside the question, how gracefully soever 
it may be said, will only weary the hearer and provoke 
his impatience ; nay, if it be very fine and very far- 
fetched, will excite his merriment and cover the speaker 
with ridicule. Ornament of every kind, all manner of 
embellishment, must be kept within its subordinate 



tzotffTv vnt yvMfAns fiuXXof ^ rau t^you ivhatrirai. — Thuc,^ ii. 43. 

f T«» noTfira, tjjv uvoXof*ittif b v^ TaXiftat eSruf i.(pxvifffiai in riff 
wiXtttf^ Sffv'^ it Tts T« i»9 »« rou Iviaurov l^tXot. — Arist. Rhet.y i. 7, iii. 
10. Herodotus (vil 162) puts this figure in the mouth of Gelon. 
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bounds, and made subservient merely to the main 
business. It is certain that no perfection of execution, 
no beauty of workmanship, can make up for the cardi- 
nal defect of the material being out of its place, tJiat 
is, indifferent to the question; and one of the most 
exquisitely composed of Cicero's orations, the one for 
Archias, could clearly never ha/ve been delivered in 
any English Court of Justice, where the party was 
upon his defence against an attem{)t to treat him as an 
Alien ; though perhaps some of it might have been 
urged in favour of a relaxation of the law, after his 
Ahenage had been proved, and the whole of it might 
have been relished by a meeting assembled to do him 
honour. In fact, not above one-sixth part of the 
Speech has any bearing whatever upon the Question, 
which was on the construction of a particular law. It 
is true that Cicero himself appears to be aware how 
widely he was wandering from the question; for he 
asks leave to dwell upon literary topics as something 
unusual in the Forum ; but still the argument on the 
case is wanting, and the dissertation on letters is put 
in its place. So, when he defends Publius Sextus from 
a charge of riot, grounded on a special law, of the 
fifty-six pages which compose the oration, not four are 
at all to the point in dispute. 

It is, however, a great mistake to suppose that 
Cicero is generally vague and declamatory, or even 
that he is less argumentative than the generality of 
the ancient orators. His speech for Milo, and all that 
remains of his speeches against the Agrarian Law, are 
fully as much so as any of Demosthenes' most cele- 
brated orations. But in all his judicial Speeches there 
are considerable portions which consist of matters so 
foreign to the question, or of arguments so puerile, 
that they could never be addressed to modem courts ; 
and although the same remark cannot be applied so 
universally to his political Orations, the declamation 
of which might be used in our days, yet even in these. 
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when be reasons, there are ahnost alwajB portions 
which could not be made part of a modern speech 
intended to be argumentative. Thus, among his judi- 
cial speeches, that for Cornelius Balbus is as argu- 
mentative as any ; yet there is about a third part of 
it composed of panegyric xtpon. Pompey, and other 
extraneous topics, and of such reasoning as this — ^that 
it was not very likdy so eminent and experienced a 
leader as Pompey should have mirinterpreted the foot- 
ing upon whicn Gades stood, the whole question being, 
whether a naturalization law had ever been extended 
to the Oaditani, in favour of one of whom Pompey had 
exercised the powers of that law. But the defence 
of Milo is not within the scope of this remark. That 
truly admirable oration is from first to last closely 
addressed to the point in issue. It is all either argu- 
ment to prove that from every circumstance in the 
case the presumption is that Clodius was the aggres- 
sor, or invective against Clodius. A topic is mdeed 
handled of extreme delicacy, and full of danger to the 
cause, — tho vast service rendered to .the state, and 
even to the virorld at large, by Milo, in putting to 
death the common enemy, the foe to the peace of 
society. Nor can all the pains taken to show that 
Milo had only been enabled to confer this benefit upon 
mankind, by Ckdius making the attack upon him, and 
that but for this fortunate circumstance he never could 
have touched him, enable the speaker to escape the 
conclusion which the audience were sure to draw 
against l^e party accused, from such a line of defence. 
But Cicero probably knew that he addressed judges, 
not of the Clodian faction, or rather judges among 
whom the sentiments of the opposite party were pre- 
valent ; at any rate, this topic was clearly connected 
with the question, and though a perilous line of rea- 
soning, it was one which kore immediately upon the 
subject, and was thus argumentative throughout. There 
are parts of the speech too, which, for soundness and 
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clearness of reasoning, may challenge a comparison 
with any piece of argument in the whole compass of 
ancient and modern oratory.* 

It is a common thing with those who, because Cicero 
is more ornate, suffers the artifice of his composition 
to appear more plainly, and indulges more in amplifi- 
cation, imagine that he is less argumentative than th^ 
Greek orators, to represent the latter, and especially 
Demosthenes, as distinguished by great closeness of 
reasoning. If by this is only meant that he never wan- 
ders from the subject, that each remark tells upon the 
matter in hand, that all his illustrations are brought 
to bear upon the point, and that he is never found 
making any step in any direction, which does not 
advance his main object, and lead towards the con- 
clusion to which he is striving to bring his hearers — 
the observation is perfectly just; for this is a distin- 
guishing feature in the character of his eloquence. It 
IS not, indeed, his grand excellence, because every- 
thing depends upon the manner in which he pursues 
this course, the course itself being one quite as open to 
the humblest mediocrity as to the highest genius. But 
if it is meant to be said that those Attic orators, and 
especially their great chief, made speeches in which 
long chains of elaborate reasoning are to be found — 
nothing can be less like the truth. A variety of topics 
are handled in succession, all calculated to strike the 
audience. Passions which predominated in their minds 
are appealed to — feelings easily excited among them 
are aroused by skilful allusions — ^glaring inconsisten- 
cies are shown in the advice given by others — ^some- 
times by exhibiting the repugnance of those counsels 
among themselves, sometimes by contrasting them 
with other counsels proceeding from the same quar- 
ters. The pernicious tendency of certain measures is 
displayed by referring, sometimes to the general prin- 

• Appesdix, No. VII. 
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ciples of human action, and the course which human 
affairs usually take ; more frequently, by a reference 
to the history of past, and generally of very recent 
events. Much invective is mixed with these topics, 
and both the enemy without, and the evil counsellor 
within the walls, are very unsparingly dealt with. 
The orator was addressing hearers who were for the 
most part as intimately acquainted as himself with all 
the facts of the case, and these lay within a sufficiently 
narrow compass, being the actual sjbate of public affairs, 
and the victories or the defeats which had, within the 
memory of all, attended their arms, or the transac- 
tions which had taken place among them in very 
recent times. No detailed statements were therefore 
wanted for their information. He was really speaking 
to them respecting their own affairs, or rather respect- 
ing what they had just been doing or witnessing them- 
selves. Hence a very short allusion alone was gen- 
erally required to raise the idea which he desired to 
present before his audience. Sometimes a word was 
enough for his purpose ; the naming of a man or a 
town ; the calling to their recollection what had been 
done by the one, or had happened to the other. The 
effect produced by such a rapid interchange of ideas 
and impressions, must have struck every one who 
has been present at public meetings. He will have 
remarked that some such apt allusion has a power — 
produces an electrical effect — not to be reached by any 
chain of reasoning, however close, and that even the 
most highly-wrought passages, and the most exquisite 
composition, fall far short of it in rousing or controlling 
the minds of a large assembly. Chains of reasoning, 
examples of fine argumentation, are calculated to pro- 
duce their effect upon a far nicer, a more confined, and 
a more select audience. But such apposite allusions — 
such appropriate topics^*— such happy hits (to use a 
homely but expressive phrase), have a sure, an irre- 
sistible, a magical effect upon a popular assembly. In 
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these the Greek oratory abounds, and aboye all, its 
^eatest Master abounds in them more than all the 
lesser rhetoricians. They would haye been highly suc- 
cessful without the charms of composition ; but he also 
clothes them in the most choice language, arranges 
them in the most perfect order, and captivates the ear 
with a music which is fitted at his will to provoke or 
to soothe, but ever to charm the sense, even were it 
possible for it to be addressed apart, without the mind 
too being moved. 

Let any one examine the kind of topics upon which 
those orators dwell, and he will be convinced that close 
reasoning was not their object — ^that they were adapt- 
ing their discourse to the nature of their audience — 
and that indeed not a few of their topics were such as 
they would hardly have thought of usmg, had they 
been arguing the matter stringently with an anta- 
gonist, " hand to hand, and foot to foot;" or, which is 
the same thing, preparing a demonstration to meet the 
eye of an unexcited reader. It is certain that some of 
Demosthenes' chief topics are exactly those which he 
would use to convmce the calm reason of the most 
undisturbed listener or reader — such as the dangers of 
inaction — ^the formidable, because able and venturous, 
enemy they had to contend with — ^the certainty of the 
peril whicn is met by procrastination becoming greater 
after the unprofitable delay. These, however, are the 
most obvious considerations, and on these he dwells 
the less because of their being so obvious. But the 
more striking allusions and illustrations by which he 
enforces them, are not always such as would bear close 
examination if considered as arguments, although they 
are always such as must, in the popular assembly to 
which he addressed them, have wrought a wondrous 
effect. Let us take a few instances. 

It is a frequent topic with the Orator, that the 
advisers of peace and quiet while the country is in- 
sulted and injured by the common enemy can never 
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themselves be at rest, thoagh no one is doing them 
any wrong — " ovScvoc dSiKovvro^" — and on one occa- 
sion he makes a special application of this topic to 
Aristodemns, one or the leaders of the Macedonian 

!)arty. Now, though nothing could be better caten- 
ated to succeed as a taunt or personal attack, some- 
tbing (it cannot surely be called some argument) eui 
hominem — ^it is as certain that no reasoning is inyolyed 
in such an appeal, and that it does not go beyond a 
sneer or fling, without any tendency to advance the 
argument. For surely Aristodemus and others might 
be quite consistent in pursuing the objects of their 
personal ambition, and yet conscientiously recommend- 
mg a pacific poHcy; nay, in dividing, and even vexing, 
the pubKc councils with their advice to hold by that 
peaceful course. The total difference of the two cases 
— those of the individuals and of the states — ia too 
manifest to escape any calm hearer or sober-minded 
reader. Again, we have the fate of towns and indi- 
viduals who had been seduced by Philip and betrayed 
to him, painted in many passages, and in some of the 
most striking of all, as a warning to Athens, e, ff., in 
the Third Philippic, SovXeuovtrl ye fiacrriyovfavot kqI 
trr'pe^XovfiBvot' and in the Chersonese Oration, iravrtov 
KaKKrr cmo\&\amv. But to this the answer was quite 
obvious, — that they who recommended peace did it not 
only without the least design of betraying the city into 
Philip's hands, but with the very view of saving it from 
him. So, when he argues, in the Mrst Philippic, that 
a good statesman should be always in advance of 
events, in the same manner that a good general always 
marches at the head of his troops and in front of them, 
the fact and reason both alike fail ; for neither does a 
commander always march before his men, nor, when 
he does, is it in the least degree that he may be pre- 
pared to meet and grapple with those men which is 
the only reason for a statesman being in advance of 
events. The comparison which follows, of the Athe- 
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nian tactics with the Barbarian's way of boxing, that is, 
by preparing to ward off the blow from any quarter 
after it has fallen there, is truly close and perfect ; but 
it is rather used as an illustration than an argument ; 
and as an illustration of a sarcastic kind it is consum- 
mate. In like manner, we may perhaps regard the 
famous passage in the same Philippic, about Philip's 
death, as a mere taunt or invective against the Athe- 
nians for their being so active in then* inquiries after 
the news about their enemy, and so slow to take 
measures for opposing him — certainly as an argument 
nothing can be less effective. 

But, passing from the rest of the speech, which is 
almost wholly made up of explanations of the plan of 
operations proposed by the orator, let us come to the 
Second Philippic, so greatly admired by Philip him- 
self, and which, he said, would have convinced him 
both that war should have been declared against 
himself, and that Demosthenes should have been 
made commander-in-chief. He begins by saying that 
Philip had preferred on all occasions the interests of 
Thebes to those of Athens, because he knew that the 
Athenians would always, when it came to the push, 
declare against his aggressions and in behalf of justice 
and right ; and he maintains that their former glori- 
ous history proved him to have formed an accurate 
estimate of their future conduct. He makes one short 
allusion to Philip's conduct towards Messene and Ar- 
gos, in order to stow that it was from policy, and not 
from justice, that he so preferred the Thebans; and 
that Athens is the great object of his constant enmity. 
He then recites a speech which he says he made to the 
Messenians and Argives, warning them against trusting 
Philip ; and here occurs the beautiful passage about 
mistrust of tyrants being the true bulwark of free- 
dom. He now proposes that they of the Macedonian 
party should be impeached who had brought about 
the peace ; and he vows solemnly that he gives this 
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advice, not with the desire of exposing himself to 
recrimination, by attacking these men, nor vet with 
the design of enabling them to receive new largesses 
from Philip, nor merely for the sake of declamatory 
invectives, but because he apprehends the greatest 
dangers one day from the enemy ; and that Uien the 
rage of the people will burst forth, and will fall, not 
upon the guilty, but upon the innocent — on those 
whose counsels have been the soundest. The orator 
concludes with applying this charge particularly to 
one individual, apparently -£schines. Now, though 
nothing can be more artfully calculated to gain the 
favour of the Athenians, and also to warn them against 
Philip's designs, it must at once be admitted, that to 
describe this celebrated oration as a piece of close 
reasoning, is an abuse of terms. Eloquent, spirited, 
effective to its purpose, it unquestionably is. Had 
argument been required to effect that purpose, there 
would have been cogent reasoning no doubt used ; but 
the effect is produced by plain statements, or powerful 
allusions to well-known facts ; and of ratiocination, or 
anything like it, there is none, if we except the answer 
to the anticipated explanation of PhiUp's motives by 
his partizans, an answer which consists in referring 
shortly to his conduct towards Messene and Argos. 

The Third Philippic is certainly a very fine oration 
— ^by some preferred to all the minor ones. But as 
far as elaborate and close reasoning goes, it is of the 
same description with the First and the Second. Part 
of it consists in exposing the errors committed by the 
Athenians, to which uie ill success of the public 
measures is ascribed; the rest is a description of 
PhiUp*s conduct, for the purpose of showing that he 
had left them no longer the choice of war against him, 
or peace with him. In describing PhiUp's conduct, by 
far the most remarkable passage is one which, as a 
serious argument, never could have been urged to 
convince a mind undisturbed by the passions incident 
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to great meetings, though in such a place it was 
calculated to produce a powerful effect. W hen Athens 
or Sparta, he sajs, injured the other Greek states, at 
least the wrongnioers were of their own family, and 
might he forgiven, as we hear with indiscretions in our 
own children which we never could tolerate in a slave 
or in an alien to our blood. But Philip is not only not 
a Greek — ^he is not even of illustrious barbaric extrac* 
tion — he is a vile Macedonian — of a country that 
never produced so much as a good slave; and then 
he proceeds to recount the instances of his offensive 
interference in the affairs of Greece. He then in- 
veighs against the treachery and corruptions of the 
Macedonian party, and holds up the example of the 
Oreitans and Eretrians, the Olynthians and Phocians, 
and mtroduces that famous passage, so justly admired, 
painting the sufferings that the Macedonian party 
among those nations brought upon their country. But 
in this place the subject is not treated with the force 
of reasoning displayed on the same topic in the Cher- 
sonese Oration, where the argument b this — ^that even 
at Olvnthus, in Thessaly, or at Thebes, no one durst 
have neld the language of the Macedonian party at 
Athens, before Phnip had done anything to gain over 
the state to his side— before he had delivered Potidaea 
to Olynthus, restored the Amphictyonic rights to 
Thessaly, and reconquered Boeotia for Thebes. The 
same argument is used in nearly the same words in 
the Fourth Philippic, which is made up of repetitions 
from the other minor orations, and especially from 
that upon the Chersonese, certainly the most argu- 
mentative of the whole, and, as it seems, the finest in 
all respects. 

If, again, we examine the four lesser orations not 
usually termed Philippics, we shall find them still less 
argumentative in their texture than the Philippics 
wmch we have just gone through. Thus, the well- 
known and much admired speech for Megalopolis is a 
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calm and judicious statement of the sound principle of 
foreign policy, on which the modem doctrine of the 
balance of power rests — that the only point for a 
nation's consideration is, whether any given course of 
conduct will tend to help or to prevent a dangerous 
neighbour's aggrandizement ; and that no former con- 
duct of any state should operate as a reason for or 
against helping it in its struggle with a common and 
formidable enemy. This oration has no figures, nor 
any impassioned bursts, or other striking passages; 
and there is no reasoning in it, except peniaps where 
the orator tries to reconcile the conauct which he 
recommends, of helping the Arcadians against Sparta» 
with the aid formerly given to Sparta hersen, by 
showing that the former, like the present policy, was 
governed by the principle of protecting the weak 
against oppression. 

As for the Great Speech itself, the whole consists 
rather of explanations, narrations of important suc- 
cesses arising from his counsels, remarKs upon the 
duty and the conduct of honest statesmen as contrasted 
with evil advisers (a very favourite topic in all the 
orations), and bitter invective against ^schines. The 
question mainly at issue is notwithstanding scarcely 
touched upon — ^namely, the right of one who had not 

Sissed his accounts to have the honours of the Crown, 
ut this, the main point, is purposely avoided, because 
he was quite unable to deal with it, the fact and the 
law being equally clear against him. He therefore 
assumes that his whole public life is put in issue, and 
applies himself to that supposed issue alone. But the 
most celebrated passage of the whole has sometimes 
been given as an example of close reasoninff, as show- 
ing that, even in his most impassioned and figurative 
passages, the orator never loses sight for a moment of 
the point he is labouring, that every appeal he makes, 
every illustration he employs, in short, every word he 
utters, furthers the attainment of the object m view. 
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This truly magnificent passage can never be too 
often referred to, or its merits too highly extolled. 
That it is a piece of close and sustained argumentation, 
can assuredly not be affirmed with equal accuracy. 
He is maintaming that his counsels were wise, though 
f. the policy which they prescribed led to defeat ; and he 

( ^ <^' begins with the well-known simile of the shipwreck, 
r for which he says the captain of the vessel is not 
■^ answerable, if he has taken all fit precautions. But it 

I ^ is singular that he should make the captain say, he 
did not govern {iicv^ipvwv) the ship, and compare this 
with what he himself nad certainly a far better right to 
say, that he did not command the army {ityTparriyovv) ; 
the analogy of the two positions consisting not in this, 
wherein it wholly fails, but in this, that both by sea 
and land, fortune is superior to all human efforts, and 
often sets all human precautions at defiance. It may 
also be observed, that were the comparison ever so 
apt, it assumes, like all such cases in point, the thing 
to be proved — namely, that all due precaution had 
been in fact taken, upon which the whole question 
turned. Another fine part of this passage is the 
invective against iEschines for never appearing but 
in times of distress, and the noted comparison of tu 
pYiyfiara kqX to. aTrafTjiara, But this in no way ad- 
vances Demosthenes' own defence, nor indeed at all 
bears upon this part of his conduct. ^Then follows a 
most magnificent description of the courage which 
consists in risking all extremities rather than embrace 
an easy and tranquil slavery, illustrated with moving 
and spirit-stirring appeals to the ancient deeds of the 
Athenians. But this, in point of argument, goes for 
nothing ; the adversary being quite prepared to admit 
it all, and still to contend that Demosthenes had 
pursued a policy leading to the subjugation of the 
state, and to deny of course that they would ever have 
recommended submission or dishonour. This, there- 
fore, is matter common to both parties, and could not 
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turn the scale in fayour of either. Last of all, and to 
wind up the passage, comes the famous oath, and it is 
certain that in the midst of his vehement passion, he 
comes at once upon the honours awarded to the 
warriors slain in battle, and makes an application of 
the conduct held by the state in their case to the 
subject in question, by reminding his antagonist that 
those who failed were buried with funeral honours 
as well as those who conquered. Now, every way 
splendid and prodigious as this famous burst of elo- 
quence is, in point of argument, and if viewed as a 
piece of reasoning, it is positively nothing. Fo^ it 
would then stand thus, and this would be the argu- 
ment — " My counsels led to your defeat at ChaBronea ; 
but because you won four or five ^eat victories by 
following other counsels, or, which is the same thing, 
these counsels in other circumstances, therefore I was 
justified in the disastrous advice I gave you." Or 
thus, — "You. gained great victories at Marathon, 
Salamis, PlatsBse, and Artemisium,* therefore you 
were justified in fighting at ChaBronea, where you 
were defeated." Then as to the funeral honours, the 
argument would stand thus, — " The victorioua soldiers 
who were slain in the successful battles of former 
times, were buried with pubUc honours — ^therefore the 
state rewards those who fall in defeat; and conse- 
quently the counsels are not to be blamed which are 
bold, although they lead to disaster." It is quite clear 
that close argument is not the peculiar merit of the 
passage, and that it cannot be regarded as a piece of 
reasoning at all. As a burst of most lofty and im- 
passioned eloquence, it is beyond aQ praise, and 
the panegyrics of twenty-four centuries nave left it 
inadequately marvelled at and admired. 

It was necessary to set right by some detail the 
matter referred to in the erroneous view of those who, 

* There were two battles fought at Artemisium, both successful, though 
one much more clearly so than the other. 
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mistaking vehemence, fulness of matter, and constant 
re^d to the object in view, for sustained reasoning 
and close argument, have spoken of Demosthenes' 
Orations as they might of strict moral demonstrations, 
or chains of ratiocination — ^like the arguments main- 
tained at the Bar upon legal points, or upon dry ques- 
tions of fact — or like those inimitable specmiens of pure 
logical deduction, the judgments, and yet more the 
speeches, of Sir William Grant. Had they been of 
this description, they would hare been far less suited 
to the Auienian assembly before which they were 
deliyered. Nevertheless, it is certain that far more 
argumentative speeches are well adapted t6 the British 
Parliament, and that the closest texture of reasoning 
is quite consistent with the loftiest legitimate flights of 
eloquence. Demosthenes could have addressed such 
an audience with all his fire and all his topics, and 
have reasoned as closely as his warmest eulogists have 
supposed him to have done at Athens. But such a 
display of his powers was not suited to that Athenian 
auoience. What was wanted to move, to rouse, and 
also to please them, was a copious stream of pUdn 
intelligible observations upon their interests — appeals 
to their feelings — ^recollections of their past, and espe- 
cially their recent history — expositions of the evils to 
be apprehended from inaction and impolicy of any 
sort — ^vindications of the orator's own conduct, upon 
grounds simple and uncontested — contrasts to show 
the inconsistency of those who differed from him, or 
refused to follow his advice — invectives, galling and 
unmeasured, against all his adversaries abroad and at 
home. By urging these topics in rapid succession, in 
the purest language, with a harmony never broken, 
save where the sense and the ear required a discord, 
he could move and could master the minds of the 
people, make their enemy quake upon his barbaric 
throne, and please the exquisite taste of the '' fierce 
democratic " whom he was chiding and controlling. 
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Such was the first of Orators. At the head of all 
the mighty ma£(ters of speech, the adoration of a^es 
has consecrated his place ; • and the loss of the noble in* 
strmnent with which he forged and launched his thun- 
ders^ is sure to maintain it unapproachable for oyer. 
If in such Taried and perfect excellences, it is required 
that the most prominent shall be selected, then doubt- 
less is the palm due to that entire and uninterrupted 
devotion wluch throws his whole soul into his subject, 
and will not ever — no, not for an instant — suffer a 
rival idea to cross its resistless course, without being 
swiftly swept away, and driven out of sight, as the 
most rapid engine annihilates or shoots off whatever 
approaches it, with a velocity that defies the eye. So, 
too, there is no coming back on the same ground, any 
more than any lingering over it. Why should he come 
back over a territory that he has already laid waste — 
where the consummg fire has left not a blade of 
grass ? All is done at once ; but the blow is as effec- 
tual as it is single, and leaves not anything to do. 
There is nothing superfluous — ^nothing for mere speak- 
ing's sake — ^no topic that can be spared by the exi- 
gency of the business in hand ; so, too, there seems 
none that can be added — ^for everything is there and 
in its place. So, in the diction, there is not a word 
that could be added without weakening, or taken away 
without marring, or altered without changing its na- 
ture, and impairing the character of the whole exqui- 
site texture, the work of a consummate art that never 
for a moment appears, nor ever suffers the mind to 
wander from the subject and fix itself on the speaker. 
All is at each instant moving forward, regardless of 
every obstacle. The mighty flood of speech rolls on 
in a channel ever full, but which never overflows. 
Whether it rushes in a torrent of allusions,* or moves 
along in a majestic exposition of enlarged principlesf 

• Appendix, No.' II. f K)i«l» No. III. 
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— descends hoarse and headlong m overwhelming 
invectiTe* — or glides melodious in narrative and des- 
cription,! or spreads itself out shining in illustration J 
— ^its course is ever onward and ever entire; — ^never 
scattered — never stagnant — ^never sluggish. At each 
point manifest progress has been made, and with all 
that art can do to charm, to strike, and to please. No 
sacrifice, even the smallest, is ever made to effect — ^nor 
can the hearer ever stop for an instant to contemplate 
or to admire, or throw away a thought upon the great 
artist, till all is over, and the pause gives time to 
recover his breath. This is the effect, and the proper 
effect of Eloquence — ^it is not the effect of argument. 
The two may be well combined, but they differ specifi- 
cally from each other. 

• Appendix, No. IV. f Ibid, No. V. 

t Ibid, No. VI. 
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No. I. 

EXTRACT FROM LORD ERSKINE'S SPEECH ON THE TRIAL OP 
JOHN STOCKDALE. 

'' I HAYE not been considering it through the cold medium 
of books, but have been speaking of man and his nature, and 
of human dominion, from what I have seen of them myself 
amongst reluctant nations submitting to our authority. 
I know what they feel, and how such feelings can alone be 
repressed. I have heard them in my youth from a naked 
savage, in the indignant character of a prince surrounded by 
his subjects, addressing the Governor of a British colony, 
holding a bundle of sticks in his hand, as the notes of his 
unlettered eloquence : * Who is it ?' said the jealous ruler 
over the desert, encroached upon by the restless foot of 
English adventure — ' Who is it that causes this river to 
rise in the high mountains, and to empty itself into the 
ocean ? Who is it that causes to blow the loud winds of 
winter, and that calms them again in the summer ? Who is 
it that rears up the shade of those lofby forests, and blasts 
them with the quick lightning at his pleasure ? The same 
Being who gave to you a country on the other side of the 
waters, and gave ours to us ; and by this title we will 
defend it !' said the warrior, throwing down his tomahawk 
upon the ground, and raising the war-sound of his nation. 
These are the feelings of subjugated man all round the 
globe ; and depend upon it, nothing but fear will control 
where it is vain to look for affection." — Erskine^a Speeches, 
vol. ii., p. 263. 
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PERORATION OF MR. GRATTAN»S SPEECH ON THE 
DECLARATION OF IRISH RIGHTS. 

" Do not suffer the arrogance of England to imagine a 
surviving hope in the fears of Ireland; do not send the 
people to their own resolves for liberty, passing by the 
tribunals of justice and the high court of Parliament ; 
neither imagine that, by any formation of apology, you can 
palliate such a commission to your hearts, still less to your 
children, who will sting you with their curses in your 
grave, for having interposed between them and their 
Maker, robbing them of an immense occasion, and losing 
an opportunity which you did not create, and can never 
restore. 

"Hereafter, when these things shall be history, your 
age of thraldom and poverty, your sudden resurrection, 
commercial redress, and miraculous armament, shall the 
historian stop at liberty, and observe — that here the prin- 
cipal men among us fell into mimic trances of gratitude — 
they were awed by a weak ministry, and bribed by an 
empty treasury — and when liberty was within their grasp, 
and the temple opened her folding doors, and the arms of 
the people clanged, and the zeal of the nation urged and 
encouraged them on, that they fell down, and were prosti" 
tuted at the thi^hold. 

"I might, as a constituent, come to your bar and 
demand my liberty. I do call upon you, by the laws of 
the land and their violation, by the instruction of eighteen 
counties, by the arms, inspiration, and providence of the 
present moment, tell us the rule by which we shall go — 
assert the law* of Ireland — declare the liberty of the land. 

" I will not be answered by a public lie in the shape of 
an amendment ; neither, speaking for the subject's freedom, 
am I to hear of faction. I wish for nothing but to breathe 
in this our island, in common with my fellow-subjects, the 
air of Hberty. I have no ambition, unless it be the ambition 
to break your chain and contemplate your glory. I never 
will be satisfied so long as the meanest cottager in Ireland 
has a link of the British chain clanking to his rags ; he 
may be naked, he shall not be in iron ; and I do see the 
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time is at hand, the spirit is gone forth, the declaration la 
planted ; and though great men should i^xwtatize, yet the 
cause will live ; and though the public speaker should die, 
yet the immortal fire shall outlast the organ which con- 
veyed it, and the breath of liberty, like the word of the 
holy man, will not die with the prophet, but survive him." 
— Grattan'a Speeches, vol. i., pp. 62, 53. 



No. 11. 



"Rfctlg oCrs xi'if^^''* tio^i^if fiwX6fM^»f oCn ttvfl er^«r- 
suio$ui royifAafctVf oCrt ruv xomaM dvtxt90ai IvfUfAt^th «<^Tf r»e 

fAiTiku Toitlv, Kul TTXpret rcH rotuvra, ot/r* ivulivi^ wrstf txofctv, 
ret fifcirt^a vraif xgffrrf/y i(fi7iOf*$p, dX>< h ficip rotg ^oyoig, rovg 
rijg TroXgfiig TisyopTag A^ta ivatvovfAUt^ fy U rots tfy^tf 'rote sitaif- 
riovfAivote rovrotg avttayutt^ofuQa, And then immediately 
afterwards, the repetition, ri ovm xe^i ^h*"^; «' y«^ A*i« 
tlffoiaiTt, ftirt ttvroi or^urtvotaUf ficfirt rZv KOtvZp d0s^ia$i, 
(Aviri rdg ovvri^ug ^oviihi ^Iwtrtf f^iirtt oa* &w aitroe eturf 
vo^ioviTett, ixatrSt ft^rt rd vfcirt^ avra» 'x^drrttw iBikifotttf 
oifK iixfi» ri "kiyei' — De Chenon, OraL OrcBC.y i. 96. 

This is translated in the version of the Oration which 
follows. 

KtfX^y y' o/ voXXol pvv dvti^i^aot» *£lpf irZif x^V^ ^''^' ^^'^ 
^iXivTov 0i7iotg mr^iy]/etf etCro^e, ro¥ 2* Ev^^tfioj* iafiovy* 
KecXiv y i l^fAOf 6 ru9 ' Efitr^tiiiv, Zri rovg vfttri^ovg fiiif v^U- 
^tf etTriXetai, KXurx^x^ 2 irihaxtit auriv* liwXtvovai yt ficetart- 
yovfcsifoi xmI or^i^'kovfAiitoe »«Xa»; 'OXt/y^/ftiy i<puo»ro rciw toj> 
fUy Aat(r6i»n» Iwapxoif x^i^orownaebttruit, rop Is 'AxoXXA;»<2iiy 
M»x6uvap,—PkiL III. OrcU. GrcBC, i. 128. 

"A noble* return have the Oreitans met with, for 
betaking themselves to Philip's creatures, and abandoning 
Euphrseus ! A noble treatment have the Eretrians received 
for dismissing your ambassadors and surrendering them- 
selves to Clitarchus — ^they are now enslaved, and tortured, 

* The literal translation "&ie** or "pretty** expresses the sense com- 
pletelj, but it is too colloqaial. 
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and scourged!* Nobly have the Olynthians fared for 
giying the command of their horse to Lasthenes, while 
they banished ApoUonides!" 



No. III. 



The Oration for the Megalopolitans is one instance of 
this. See for another example the following passage in 
the Chersonese Oration :— ^ 

ff-oAs/, Kptwii, }inf^tvttf Zlhuffi, Kuntyopst, ovhfictef tavr di^ipiep 
rt/g/, flixx' I^AH' tAxvpOit T^{ »vTov aurnpiag rh Trpog x^P*" 
vfMv "kiyttv Kul xoX/r£i/S9^«/ da^dXZf ^paovg tartp' wrrts ^ virip 
rov jSsXr/irrot/ toXXo^ role uftsripoig tvavrtovreit /SovTiffpceiai, kuI 
fAtfih Tiiyst 7rp6{ x^P'"* ^^^^ ro ^"hriQToy dilt x»l t^p rotetV' 

01 yioyiofcolf rovruit d dfA^ork^ov V'7riv0v»o¥ vfuw iavrow vet^ixet — 
oZrog tar du^^giog, teal x^iotfAOf yt voX/rii; o Totovrog hrtw, 
—Orat, OrcBC, i. 106. 

This is translated in the version of the Speech subjoined. 

'O y»^ ffvfifiovXog jcal 6 wKo^ciifTnef t» ov2s»i rut «XX«»» 
oiihiv iOiKortSt h rovr^ TrTiilaroit ilAXi}XA»y ha^i^owtv 6 fctp y»f» 
«-^o raw v^eiyftxraif y»afAin» dvo^aivtreti, xal iPiavtw avrop 
vviv6uito¥ rois vitvQuot, r^ 't'^Xfli '*'^*S xcttootSf rf fiovT^opchu' 
6 2s fftyiff»(, 4gy/V ihu XiysiVf Av ri ^vaxoXop ovfi^fit rovro ^tu^ 
Kothst' — De Corona, Orat, Grcec, i. 291. 

" A statesman and a partizan, in no other respect resem- 
bling each other, differ most of all in this, that the one 
gives his counsels before the event, and makes himself 
accountable for his followers, for fortune, for emergencies, 
for those who sit in judgment on his conduct ; while the 
other, holding his peace when he ought to speak out, the 
instant that anything goes wrong, cries out his disap« 
proval." 

* There is no giving the force of the Greek here — huXiuav^i yt (loifrt'- 
yevfittvu Ktti rT^t&Xtvftiuu — Orat GrcBCj L 128. 
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No. IV. 

h retig uvrav vetrplaiv, ap^t^ ouroi va6 vfttv, AwG^utqi fnu^ol 

tvhutfMuiecv, r^p V tMvh^iav xa\ to ^ifSf v» txA^v ^tavirnv avrZv, 
et rots TTQOTfQOts *£XXii9/y o^oi vu» Aya^utf ivaiw xmI KXfovig, 
dituTST^oions — De Corona, Orat. Grasc.^ i., 324. 

" Those men, Athenians, are all in their own provinces 
like our adversaries here among you, base and fawning 
creatures, wretches who have mutilated the glory each of 
his own country, and toasted away their liberties, first to 
Philip, then to Alexander ; who place their supreme enjoy- 
ment in gluttony and debauchery, but hold cheap those 
rights of freemen, and that independence of any master, 
which the Greeks of former days regarded as the test and 
the summit of all felicity." 

^ovfinv ixfipwsg, iya V ix^youf* iy^ttf^ftmrtutf, iye^ I* «»- 
X?iinai»lfiw' irptrayavlaruit lyfii ^ sBwpcW ilixtvrtf, lyt^ JT 
hevptrrov' Cvip rav ix^paif xtvoXhiwen vxurct^ iyu ^i ^vip 
riii TFUTpiiog' tZ Tc2xx«, iXXfli ifvpl Tfifittpoif ly^ fiin Ufi^ rov 
ffTt^ap6tin'»i loKtfiu^ofiMtt TO 2i fAvi^OTiWf^ d^tKth^ dfu/noXo^ 
yinficur apl Sf ovM^ufTfi f^h that toxuw vvapx^t, xtpovittvtic 
it, itr It/ lit 9t TowTO TFOtih, itr j^n «x«twtf«/, ^^ f/utra'Km* 
ILLitra, TO TTSf^xTOP fti^Of raf y)/ij}a». — De Corofia, Orat, 
GrcBc, i., 315. 

"You were an usher, I was a scholar; you were an 
initiator, I was initiated; you danced at the games, I 
presided over them ; you were a clerk of court, I an advo- 
cate ; you were a third-rate actor, I a spectator ; you fell 
down on the stage, I hissed you ; your counsels were always 
in the enemy's favour, mine always in the country's ; and 
to pass over everything else, now, on this day, the question 
is of crowning me, while nothing whatever is alleged 
against my integrity, while it is your lot to be received as 
a calumniator, and you are even m jeopardy of being put 
t6 silence by failing to obtain a fifth of the votes." 
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^Trei ft iparefs, eivrl troiecg d^iTVis d^t^ rtfic&aden; lya ^9 
901 "kiyut or/, tuv TroTnTivOfAii/av tfu^u rotg "EXXtiff/ hu(pdaphTa» 
»7reivT6t»^ dpiufAtyat dvo oov, vporspop fitw vtfo ^tXivTrov^ uvv 
B* i/x ^ ATisidy^pov^ ifAi ovrt Ktttpos^ ovrs (^iKtt»6^aviet "hoyau, ovr' 
itretyyOiiav fioiyeSoe^ ovr sXxif, ovrt ^o€of, ovn x*C'fi 0^'''' **^- 
Xo ouBsv ivYiQtit ovos vcor/yeiyiTOf av eK^ivu ^tKcciav kuI avft^t- 
^owraif Tji TTUTpih, ovliv v^ohovvxr oifV oaot avfi^i^ovT^svfta 
tPUTFors Tourotahf iftoiag vfch, aavip ku ei h Tpvrdvvj^ ^i'Trav 
ivl rh Ti^ftfAotf avfAZt^ov'hsvKX' dTiTi die opBiiff Kxi hKeciug, ku.1 
dh»(pd6pov T^s ypv)c^(, rd vdvroc fcot Trtv^xKTett* xal /AeyiaTCip Bij 
^^uyftdrav ruv K»r efAotvrop dvd^oiiFap vpoordg, vdvrob Tetvra 
vyiusr x»i hxaiast x.al dv'Kai iFtTFohhivfAut. — De Corona, 
Oral, Orcec, i., 325. 

" You ask, iEschines, what is my ^title to honour ? I 
will tell you ; — it is, that while the politicians of Greece, 
beginning with yourself, having all been corrupted, first by 
Philip and then by Alexander, neither opportunity, nor 
fine speeches, nor lavish promises, nor hopes, nor fears, nor 
favours, nor anything else, ever seduced or compelled me to 
betray what I deemed the rights and interests of my 
country. Never did I, like you and such as you, incline 
my counsels, as if weighed in a balance, towards the side 
which paid the best ; but my whole actions were governed 
by the principles of right, and of justice, and an incorrupt- 
ible soul ; and having borne the most forward part in the 
conduct of the greatest affairs, my policy was ever sound, 
and just, and sincere.'* 



No. V. 

'Eavs^ei fciv yd^ ^V ^Ki B' dyye'XTiejit rig ag rovg v^vr dints 
as*E7<dTit» KetretTiyiirrotr Kai furd retvrec 0/ ficev tvdvs k^uv- 
etffrdureg fcsretiv ^uvvouyres vsvg r sk rati axi^pav rav Ketrd 
r^tf dyo^dv i^ehyov^ xeti rd yifiec iin'^\p(.v^ei(r»»' oi Zi rov; 
oTQUTnyovg fceriTFSfiCTrovTOf kccI tov aaX^/yxr^i' £x«Aot/y* kuI 
$opv^ou ^Asjfjjff ^v 91 croA/f* t)j I* van^otict eLfta, rp hf^i^oCf oi ft,i» 
TT^vrxvitg r^v /Sot/X^y g««Aoi/v slg ro fiov7\.ivriQiovt vfcsJ; 8' «V 
r^v gKK7\.nviuu i'TTO^sveffSe* »xi voh exeivmif ;^|9ii/«0&T/a0e/ xetl or^o- 
(eot/AsDvff/y ^dg h^fiog d»a xct^^ro' xeti fAtrd tmutoc x, r. A. 
— De Corona, Oral. Grcec, i., 284. 
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" It was evening. A messenger came to acquaint the 
Frjtanes that Elatea was taken ; whereupon, some of 
them, instantly starting from the table at which they were 
sitting, cleared the booths in the Forum, and set fire to 
their wicker coverings ; others summoned the commanding 
officers, and ordered the alarum to be sounded. The city 
was filled with consternation. When the next day broke, 
the Prytanes convoked the Senate in the Senate-house; 
you repaired to your own assembly ; and befoi*e they could 
adopt any measure, or even enter upon their deliberations, 
the whole people had seated themselves upon the steps. 
And now," &c. 

'Svve'jruiu&roivray Zi Tuurait, kuI ov^tyof iMwrog iyavrlow 
ov^iv^ ouK itvou fAStt TetvTot, ovK iy^uyf/x Is' ovS* Sy^tt\f/a fciv, 
OVK iv^iaQivaeL Bs' 6vK ivpia^tuffu fiiy, ovk Wuvct }ii 0in^etiovs' 

Keel ihaKct Sfcotvroy vfiiy ei'rXaf ilg Tov; ^s^starnxorttg rp x^Xf/ 

Kiylvyovg* — De Corona. Orat, Orcec, i., 288. 

The diction, the exquisite composition of this, cannot be 
in any, even the least degree, preserved in our language, or 
indeed in any but the Greek. 

'Eofgaiy V otvToy rov ^iT^twoy, vpos oy fy vfuy o dyc^Vt vts^ 
eipX^i ^otl IvyetoTtietg rov 6p6ot\fib6y iKKiKOfCfciyoy, Tvjy xXc/y 
Kocrtetyoret, r^y x^h*^ '''^ aKSMs vevvt^afciyoy, v&y o rt ay 
(iov'hinQuin f^ipog ij rvxn 7ou aafAuroi vetQeTUaiottf rovro fieihag x.»l 
kroifitas v^oiifAiyoVt aors ra 7io/«^ /ttrel rifAV^ k»1 ^o^vig ^^y — 

De Corona, Orat, GroBC-, i., 247. 

" I saw this same Philip, with whom your conflict lay, 
content to lose an eye, to have his shoulder broken, his 
hand and his leg mutilated, all for the sake of power 
and dominion, and abandoning to fortune whatever part 
of him she chose to take, readily and without a mur- 
mur, so as what remained should survive to honour and 
glory."* 

Ou yoip 'klQots iruxiVBt rv^y vo'kty^ ovhs v'Kiv6ots iyu, ovV tTel 
TOVTOts fieytaTToy ray kf^etvTou ^povZ' «XX* soLy toy SfAoy rstxt' 
afAoy ^Qv'hii ItKutus vKoviiyt sv^vjtrets oxX«, Ketl 7r67\,st{, Kotl rovovg, 
Kotl XifAsyetSf Ketl yecvg Ketl voTJioitg UTTTrovg, Kotl rovg vveQ rovray 

* Tliis was the inscription most appropriately placed under Nelson's 
bust by tlie Rev. G. A. Browne, Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge ; 
and a happier quotation was perhaps never made. 
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df€VPWf*i»ove. Toturm v^ovfi»>6f/iiiP fyc) ^r^i r^; 'Arr/«$(, Srof 
fp oiwBptiTlp^ Xvyioftf Zvparop, »«/ rovroig inijciva rnv X^Q^^^ 
ov^ roy »^xXoj> ^^jroj> rov nf/^ai«; oM roi/ ^n o^ — 2>« Corofia, 
Orat. Grcee., i., 326. 

''But the fortifications at whicli joa mock, and the 
repairs I counted as deserving the favour and the applause 
of the people — ^Why not ? Yet I certainly place them far 
helow my other claims to puhlic gratitude. For I have 
not fortified Athens with stone walls or with tiled roofs ; 
no, not I — ^neither do I plume myself much upon such 
works as these. — But would you justly estimate my out* 
works, you will see armaments, and cities, and settlements, 
and harbours, and ships, and cavalry, and armies raised to 
defend us. — These are the defences that I have drawn 
round Attica, as far as human prudence coidd defend her ; 
and with such as these I fortified the country at large, not 
the arsenal only or the citadel. Nor was it I that yielded 
to Philip's policy and his arms ; very far from it. — It was 
your captains and your allies through whom his fortune 
triumphed. What are the proo& of it ? They are mani- 
fest and plain." 

E/xf f60i, ri lii, ytypua/utp d»ptQZff Afivr^^i^f (ovlitlf ydp ' 
Tf^ ro/«t;r Ay»wi\ roy fU» rei» i^MTap fiiop da^uh^^ k»1 
dr^dy/AOPeh teal dwplvpw Spruy rop )f rap ^cXtTtvofAiPMP 
(pi'kairicp, »0k\ v^etXi^op, xal xmf ixouriup ifiti^ap dyapup, »ttl 
jiuxup fASarWt ou tm itrvxtop »«i dv^etyfbwta, dTCkd rip tp rwq 
mtplvpotg a!efi; Phil. IV.— Octf. QrcK., i., 150. 

''Say then, Aristodemus, how comes it to pass that 
you, well knowing — what indeed no one can doubt — that 
private life is smooth, and peaceful, and secure, but the life 
of the statesman turbulent, and slippery, and checquered 
with daily contentions and miseries, — ^you should not pre- 
fer the tranquil and quiet lot, but that which is cast in the 
midst of penis p" 



No. VI. 

OUoiiofiifAttra flip yi %a\ xovficop riis v67\.iae, tutl hpap 
rufctptip, *. A. T. — De Orduu Rep, Orat. GrcBC.^ i., 174. 
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See, too, the difTerent instances of figures of oomparison 
cited in the Dissertation, as well as many others, e. g. the 
following : — 

B/ av dTO^fV^avren t^p pocom* ivttl^ It rfXfvr^vf/f rtg »utZp, x«} 
rcH uofci^ofAtpet »vt^ ^ipotrot dtutKov^Zp M to fAp^fca hf^ioi £/ to 
K»l TO ivoinviP AuiptiTog of/Toai, ov« &» dvUotup, — J)e Corona. 
Oral. Gr(BC./i,,S07. 

" Of what advantage is your eloquence to the country P 
You now descant upon what is past and done ; as if a 
physician, when called to some patient in a sinking state, 
were to give no advice and prescribe no course whereby the 
malady might be cured ; but 'when death had happened 
and the funeral was performing, should follow it to the 
grave, and expound how the poor man would never have 
died had such and such things only been done.** 



No. VII. 



HsBC, sicut exposui, ita gesta sunt Judices : insidiator 
superatus, vi victa vis, vel potius oppressa virtute audacia 
est. Nihil dico, quid respublica consecuta sit : nihil, quid 
vos : nihil, quid omnes boni. Nihil sane id prosit Miloni, 
qui hoc fato natus est, ut ne se quidem servare potuerit, 
quin una rempublicam vosque servaret. Si id jure non 
posset, nihil habeo quod defendam. Sin hoc et ratio doctis, 
et necessitas barbaris, et mos gentibus, et feris natura ipsa 
prsescripsit, ut omnem semper vim, quacunque ope possent, 
a corpore, a capite, a vita sua propulsarent ; non potestis 
hoc facinus improbum judicare, quin simul judicetis, omni* 
bus, qui in latrones inciderint, aut illomm telis, aut vestris 
sententiis esse pereundum. — Pro MiUme^ c. 11. 

This was the transaction as I have related it: — the 
assassin overcome, — force vanquished by force, or rather 
violence overpowered by valour. I say nothing of the 
coimtry's gain, — nothing of yours, — nothing of all good 
men's. Let Milo take no benefit from that, holding as he 
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does his very existence upon the condition of being unable 
to save himself without saving by the same act the com- 
monwealth too. If the act was illegal, I have nothing to 
urge in its defence. But if it be a lesson which reason has 
taught the sage, and necessity the savage, and general 
usage has sanctioned in nations, and nature has imparted to 
the beasts themselves, that all violence, whether offered to 
our limbs, our heads, or our lives, should by every means 
within our reach always be repelled, then can you not 
adjudge this deed criminal, without at the same time 
adjudging every one who falls among robbers, to perish 
either by their daggers, or by your sentence. 

Video adhuc constare omnia, Judices : Miloni etiam 
utile fuisse Clodium vivere ; illi ad ea, quae concupierat, 
optatissimum interitum Milonis : odium fuisse illius in 
hunc acerbissimum ; in ilium hujus nullum : consuetudinem 
illius perpetuam in. vi inferenda; hujus tantum in repel- 
lenda : mortem ab illo denuntiatum Miloni, et prsedictam 
palam ; nihil unquam auditum ex Milone : profectionis 
hujus diem illi notum ; reditum illius huic ignotum fuisse : 
hujus iter necessarium ; illius etiam potius alienum : hunc 
prsB se tidisse, se illo die Eoma exiturum ; ilium eo die se 
dissimulasse rediturum : hunc nullius rei mutasse consilium ; 
ilium causam mutandi consilii finxisse : huic, si insidiaretur, 
noctem prope urbem expectandam ; illi, etiam si hunc non 
timeret, tamen accessum ad urbem noctumum fuisse metu- 
endum, — Pro Milone, c. 19. 

The structure of our language, and the want of the hie 
and ilk, preclude any attempt at translating this noble 
argument. 

Si hffic non gesta audiretis, sed picta videretis, tamen 
appareret, uter esset insidiator, uter nihil cogitaret mali, 
quum alter veheretur in rheda paenulatus, una sederet uxor. 
Quid horum non impeditissimum ? vestitus, an vebiculum 
an comes? quid minus promptum ad pugnam, quum 
psenida irretitus, rheda impeditus, uxore paene constrictus 
esset? Videte nunc ilium, primum egredientem e villa, 
subito : cur ? — vesperi : quid necesse est ? — tarde : qui 
convenit, id prsesertim temporis ? Devertit in villam 
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Pompeii. Pompeium ut videret ? Sciebat in Alsiensi 
esse. Villain ut perspiceret ? Millies in ea fuerat. Quid 
ergo erat morae, et tergiversationis ? Dum hie venii'et, 
locum relinquere noluit. 

Age nunc, iter expediti latronis cum Milonis impedi- 
mentis comparate. Semper ille antea cum uxore ; turn 
sine ea : nunquam non in rheda ; turn in equo : comites 
GraBculi, quocunque ibat, etiam quum in castra Etrusca 
properabat; tum nugarum in comitatu nihil. Milo, qui 
nunquam, turn casu pueros symphoniacos uxoris ducebat, 
et ancillarum greges : ille, qui semper secum scorta, semper 
exoletos, semper lupas duceret, tum neminem, nisi ut virum 
a viro lectum esse diceres. Cur igitur victua est ? Quia 
non semper viator a latrone, nonnunquam etiam latro a 
viatore occiditur : quia, quamquam paratus in imparatos 
Clodius, tamen midier inciderat in viros. — Pro Milone, 
0.20, 21. 

If instead of hearing these transactions related, you saw 
them painted, it still would appear manifest which of the 
two parties was the conspirator, and which of them had no 
evil design ; when the one should be seen sitting in a 
carriage, with his wife, and in his cloak. What is there 
about him that leaves a limb free ? dress, or conveyance, 
or company? Who so ill prepared for fight as yonder 
man who sits entangled in his mantle, cooped up in a 
carriage, tied down by his wife ? Look now at that other 
figure, — first leaving the city in a hurrv ; and why ? In 
the evening — why should he now start r It is late — ^why 
should this time of all others suit him ? He turns aside 
to Pompey's Villa. In order to see Pompey ? But he is 
known to be at Alsium. In order to see the Villa ? But 
he has been there a thousand times before. Then why 
this delay, and this turning aside from the high road ? 
Because he does not choose to leave the spot until Milo 
shall come up. 

Now, then, compare the journey of the robber prepared 
for action, with that of Milo encumbered in his route. Till 
then he had always travelled with his wife ; on that day 
he was alone. Before, he always was in his carriage ; that 
day he was on horseback. Formerly, wherever he went his 
Greeks were with him, even when on his march to the 
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Etrorian camp. On this occasion there was no trifling 
accompaniments. Milo was now, for the first and only- 
time in his life, attended with his wife's chorus singere, 
and her whole household of waiting-women. Clodius, who 
had always travelled with strumpets, always with boys, 
always with bawds, on that day had not a creature with 
him, but such as you would call picked men. How then 
came it to pass that he was overpowered P Why, because 
it is not always the traveller who is overcome by the 
robber, but sometimes the robber too is slain by the 
traveller — because, although Clodius had fallen upon the 
unprepared, himself ready for action, yet the effeminate had 
fallen among men ! 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



73 



TRANSLATION 



DEMOSTHENES. 



ORATION ON THE AFFAIRS OF THE CHERSONESE, 

DfTBODTJCTIOK. 

C^BSOBLEPTES, king of the country, had ceded the Cher- 
sonese to Athens; but Cardia, a principal town, having 
put^itself under the protection of Philip, Diopeithes was 
despatched to plant a colony in the peninsula, according to 
the policy of the Greeks when they wanted to retain any 
acquisition of distant territory. This general, without any 
orders to that effect, but relying on support at home from 
the party of Demosthenes, attacked Maritime Thrace from 
the Chersonese, regardmg Philip's conduct towards Cardia 
as a sufficient act of hostility to justify this aggression. 
The result of this incursion was a large booty, which he 
placed in safety in the peninsula. The Macedonian party 
of course inveighed bitterly against the proceedings of 
Diopeithes, as an infraction of the peace which nominally 
subsisted between Athens and Macedon. The inimitable 
speech, of which a translation is here attempted, was 
Demosthenes' answer to their attacks. It unites all the 
great qualities of his prodigious eloquence in a remarkable 
degree ; and, excepting in the article of invective, of which 
there is hardly any, it may fairly be placed on the same 
line with the Great Oration itself. ^Indeed, in point of 
argument and conciseness, and when judged by the severest 
rules of criticism, it has no superior. 
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The attempt here made is accompanied with a deep 
feeling of its necessary failure in many essential particulars. 
The thing aimed at has been to try how far the meaning 
of every word in the original could be given best in the 
English, and as nearly as possible, the Saxon idiom. Under 
the feeling how widely asunder the design and execution 
are placed, there is, perhaps, some consolation to be derived 
from reflecting, that the object in view is really unat- 
tainable, as the excellence of the original is altogether 
unapproachable. It is rather an experiment upon our own 
language than upon the Greek. 



It would be well, Athenians,* if all who addressed you 
delivered themselves altogether without prejudice and 
without partiality, each propounding whatsoever he deemed 
most advisable, especially when you are assembled to deli- 
berate upon pubKc affairs of the greatest importance. But 
since some speakers are actuated partly by a spirit of con- 
tention,t paitly by other similar motives, it remains for 
you, men of Athens, you, the people, J laying aside all other 
considerations, what things you deem best for the country, 
those things to resolve, and (those things) to do. 

The question, then, relates to the affairs of the Cher- 
sonese, and the military operations which Philip has now 
for nearly eleven months been carrying on in Thrace. Btit 
this debate has for the most part turned upon what Dio- 
peithes is doing and designs to do. Now, as for those 

» See Caesar's Speech (Sallust, Bdl Cat.y c. 47), the exordiam of which 
is neai'ly taken from this. 

f n^oayovreu xiyup. Happily rendered by Leland, " whose speeches 
are dictated;" but the end of the paragraph is not literal, nor does it 
contain all the matter of the originaL 

X 'TfiMf rovs ^tXXfivs. Neither Laharpe, nor Francis, nor Auger, take 
any account of this expression ; but it is material, being in opposition here 
to the tviot and the xiyofrtsj from whom Demosthenes appeals to the 
whole people. Wolf sees this in its true light, and renders the phrase by 
r«» liifAov {Apud Beiske, Appar, Crit,, i., 76.) In other instances the 
0/ vtfAXtfi are in opposition to the oS oXiyot, as towards the end of this 
Oration. 
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offences of which parties may be accused at any time, and 
which by law it rests with you to punish when you think 
fit, either immediately or after a while, I am of opinion 
that such matters may be reserved for further considera- 
tion,* and that there is no necessity that either I, or any 
one else, should contendf much about them at present. 
But as for those places of which Philip, the unprovoked 
enemyj of the country, and at the head of a large force 
on the Hellespont,§ is endeavouring to surprise|| — places 
which, if we let slip this opportunity, we never again 
can hope to rescue^ — as to them I am clear that we 
ought instantly to take our determination and make our 
preparations, nor suffer ourselves to be drawn aside 
from this course by other contentions** and other 
charges. 

But astonished as I have been, Athenians, at many 
things that are oftentimes addressed to you, I own I have 
never been more astonished than to hear what was lately 
said in the Senate ; that it is the duty of a statesman to 
counsel either absolutely making war, ft or maintaining 

♦ 2*fl5r«ri» lyx^i**** "J* ^ admissible to deliberate ;" "there is time 
enough to look after them/* Leland connects this -with the antecedent 
»«v ^n ^0»if, ». r. X., but this cannot be. 

\ Some MSS. have Ivx^'vi^^^** without the ^i, "to pronounce con- 
fidently," "dogmatically." 

X *r*a^x^f. This cannot be left out as most translators do, Wolf 
among the rest; it is not here merely "actual" or "existing," but 
"beginning," "aggressor." 

§ Leiand's "hovering about the Hellespont " is not infelicitous, though 
perhaps not quite the true sense ; for he was actually in the countries tri ^2 
'EXXistf-fTtfrrfly, and therefore was about, and not hovering about He had 
alighted. 

II U^oXK^iiv, clearly is, " to anticipate" or " surprise," given well in 
Wolf, "preeripere." Leland, only "making attempts on;*' which gets 
rid of the meanmg, instead of giving it. 

^ KiSv el^a^ vfTi^WMfAtv, x. r. A. literally ; " and if this once we be 
too late, we never shall be able to save them;** the relative to connect this 
with the antecedent ifcc 

•• *Aire^^»v»ti " run away." Ldand, " in the midst of foreign clamours 
and accusations." This is not the meaning. He refers to the accusations 
of which he had been speaking, and it is to those that the "running 
away" is supposed to be. The sense is given either by " running away 
after" &c., or " being drawn aside 6y," &c. 

tt "H iroXtf^tiv &9rXiis, ^ &yuv rr^f i/^nMn*. Thenr argument was— 
peace or war, one thing or another, either do nothmg at all, or come to 
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peace. Now the case is this.* If, indeed, Philip will 
remain at peace, and neither keep possession of our settle- 
ments contrary to treaty, nor stir up all the world against 
us, there is nothing to be said, and peace must be strictly 
maintained ; nor, to say the truth,t do I perceive any other 
disposition on your piu^. But if the conditions to which 
we swore, and upon which the peace was made, are plain to 
be seen, lying written indeed before our eyes, and yet fix>m 
the first, and before Diopeithes set sail with his settlers, 
who are now accused of having occasioned the war, Philip 
manifestly appears to have wrongfully seized many of our 
possessions, of which your decrees, and those ratified,^ 
impeach him ; and also to have ever since been seizing the 
territories of the other Greeks, and of the Barbarians, and 
employing their force against us — how can these men thus 
speak of our only having the choice of at once going to 
war, or remaining at peace ? We have no choice at all in 
the matter ; nor any course but one left to pursue, and that 
of all others the most righteous and the most necessary, 
which, however, these men carefully overlook. And what 
is that course? To chasti8e§ the first that attacks us; 
unless, indeed, they shall contend that, so long as Philip 
keeps away from Attica and the Piraeus, he neither wrongs 
this country nor makes war upon it ; but then, if it be on 

hostilities -with Philip ; meaning, as there was no chance of going to war, 
that no objection should be made to whatever Philip did. 

♦ 'Etf-ri 2t. Most versions give this— "Be it so," or "Be it peaoe,** 
which, especially the latter, does not tally with the preceding sentence. 
But it seems plainly to refer to what follows. 

f Ti has here the force of " truly.^ There is a biting sarcasm in these 
words ; but the tone is purposely subdued, and as inoffensive as possible. 
Pemosthenes often attacked them fiercely ; but he knew that the multitude 
can bear invective better than mockery. Leland faib exceedingly in this 
passage — " and 1 find it perfectly agreeable to you," viz., peace. 

t Ky^i*—" authoritative," "ratified," "confirmed." 

§ *Aft.unviat Ttfy ^^iri^tf ». r. X. Auger and Laharpe render this 
* repousser * — Francis, " repel " — Leland, " repel force by force." But that 
is exactly what Demosthenes does not mean to recommend — he is for 
doing a great deal more, not merely for defensive operations — his whole 
ailment being, that as Philip was substantially at war by his proceed- 
ings in one quarter, the Athenians should not merely repel him there, bat 
carry the war into whatever parts of his dominions they could best attack ; 
and this indeed was the very point in issue as to Diopeithes, who had 
ravaged Thrace, and not made any attack upon Cardia. 
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grounds like these that they lay down the rales of justice, 
and trace* the limits of peace and war, it mu«t he manifest 
to every one that they are propounding principles neither 
just in themselves, nor consonant with your honoar,t nor 
even consistent with your safety ; nay, it so happens, that 
they are holding language utterly repugnant to what they 
charge upon Diopeithes ; for how can we give Philip free 
leave to do whatever he pleases, so he only keeps away 
from Attica, while Diopeithes must not assist the Thra- 
cians, upon pain of heing charged with involving us in 
war? But these things are narrowly scrutinized ;{ and 
then we are told that it is an outrage for foreign troops 
to ravage the Hellespont — that Diopeithes has heen 
committing piracy — and that we should not give way to 
him. Be it so — let him he checked§ — I have nothing to 
say against that. Nevertheless, I cannot help thinking, 
that if these men thus counsel you sincerely, and from mere 
love of justice ; as they are seeking to dishand the whole 
force of the State hy calumniating the General || who alone 
provides its pay, they are bound to show you that Philip's 
army too wOl be disbanded,^ if you should follow their 
advice ; else you plainly see that they are only reducing 

* Leland has but one verb — ** state the bounds of peace and Justice;" 
but there is never any reason for making Demosthenes more concise than 
he is — r« itmrnut rUtfrtu, mmi rn* il^nvnf i^i^»9rmi. In what follows, he 
does not give the sense. 

t *Afi«r«» " to be endured ;** but if it be so taken, there would seem to 
be an anticlimax in what follows, «v/ ^"p Jk^^mXn. We must render it, 
<<to be endured by youf and then the whole will stand, *' dishonourable, 
imd not even safe." 

t *Ii^$xiyx»frMu It may either mean that Diopeithes* proceedings are 
so watched, and represented as equally bad with Fhilip*s; or that PhUip*a 
are admitted to be bad, and then that Diopeithes' are maintained to be no 
better. 

§ Tiy9»^0^ wmZr», This can hardly mean, "let these things be so,** 
because f rr«, which goes before, means that It must rather be, ** Let 
this," i. «., checking Diopeithes— (the antecedent being /«« \wtrf{wu9 avrf) 
— ** be done." Most versions omit the words altogether. 

g Leland has it, ** that man whose care and mdustry support them ;** 
but it is rip Ipi^mMtra »c2 w-tf^i J«»t» xt^f^'^** " *^ person command- 
ing, and providing pay.** 

% This is one of the many instances of most chaste and refined sarcasm 
which we meet with in Demosthenes, ». e., argument clothed ui sarcasm 
of a subdued tone. 
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the country to the very position which has already been 
the ruin of our affairs. For you are well aware, that in no 
one respect has Philip had the advantage of us more than 
in being always beforehand* with us. Constantly at the 
head of a regular army, and planning prospectively the 
operations he is to undertake, he suddenly springsf upon 
whomsoever he pleases, while we, after we have ascertained;]: 
that some blow has been struck, then, and not till then, we 
put ourselves in a bustle, and begin to prepare. Thus, I 
conceive it comes to pass, that whatever he has seized upon 
he possesses in all security, and that we, coming too late, 
incur a great expenditure, and incur it all in vain, while 
displaying our enmity and oiur desire to check him ; but 
making the attempt aiter his work is done, we, in addition§ 
to our loss, cover ourselves with disgrace. 

Be then well aware, Athenians, that at this very time, 



* Tl(9Ti^9f ir^is Ta7s tt^iyftavt yiynwSath is hardly rendered by 
•* superior vigilance in improving all opportunities," (Leland)^for, beside 
being a paraphrase, it does not give the meaning so fully or so idiomati- 
cally as the more literal version ; nor does it so well maintain the contrast 
yrith Urt^iXuf, a favourite charge with Demosthenes, and urged soon 
after this passage. Francis is better — " being in action before us." 

t 'E^ai^vus If »3s . . trafi^Ttf. This expression is very strong. 
A7ptif or &puj is either, '* so quiclc as not to be seen*' — *^ in the twinkling 
of an eye" — ex improviao — and i| is intensive of that sense ; or it may be, 
'* from a place where he could not be seen." Ua^temv if •vt — *^ is present 
with" — " appears like a ghost" — " arrives and is upon" — ** springs upon." 
Leland has it, *^ in a moment strike the blow where he pleases," which is 
not so literal, nor nearly so expressive. 

X TLuSttfAidA, *< made inquiry, and learnt" The same idea runs through 
this that gave rise to the remarkable illustration in the Second Philippic, 
" &^^tp «< (id^fia^ot *vMTtuoufi9.'* The whole of the passage here is very 
fine. The contrast of the Athenians with Philip is full of bitter sarcasm, 
and of argument too. Leland omits the w^M/Ai^Oy and only gives it as 
'* waiting till some event alarm us," which rt ytyfifttff can hardly be; 
the version is also paraphrastical, and lowers the excellent effect of first 
inquiring — then leuning — and then acting. 

§ n^t^a^kiffxeivuf. The 9r^is indicates that the disgrace (aU^^vfti) is 
over and above something else. Now, the only antecedents were the 
^aireiffi which is mentioned, and the faUure from being behind-hand; 
and loss implies both ; Tr^ig therefore means, " in addition to our loss." 
The beauty of the diction in this passage is remarluible — iecTecfti^tifiUv and 
&vnXeu»iv»iy as well as tr^oca^Xir/teiuiv. Amveiyvi uncompounded, may be 
taken for ** simple expenditure," though often used for " extravagance ;** 
ip«Xi0tu0i the compound, is properly, " to squander." 
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the speeches and pretexts of these men are one thing,* hut 
there is another thing actually doing and preparing by 
them — how Philip may best dispose of everything at his 
pleasure in absolute security, while you remain at home, 
and have no force beyond the walls. For only mark, first 
of all, what is now going on. He is at present lingeringf 
in Thrace with a large army, and according to the reports 
of those on the 8pot,J he is sending for strong reinforce- 
ments from Macedon and Thessaly. If, then, waiting till 
the Etesian winds set in, he falls upon Byzantium, and 
lays siege to it, do you think, in the first place, that the 
Byzantians will remain as they are, infatuated, § and not 
call upon you, and require you to assist them ? I beUeve 
nothing of the kind ; nay, if even there were any other 
people whom they mistrusted more than they do you, they 
would rather admit that people into their city than sur- 
render it to PhiHp, — always supposing him not to have 
already surprised and taken it. Should we, then, be wind- 

* TaXXat fiU ifri x. «•. X. *^ The rest is words and pretext — ^what 
they are doing is," &c. The antithesis in the idea, and not in the words, 
is a distinguishing feature of Demosthenes. He disdains everything 
verbal— 2^ jingle. But here the contrast is as marked as if the structure 
had brought ^^irriveu in opposition to Xiyirau 

t Aiotr^ifiit. Some, as Leland, give this merely as if it were expressive 
of his being, or being stationed, in Thrace. The word may be osed, like 
commorari, for merely " staying ;" but here it seems to have its original 



t Oi vra^ivrts. This can hardly mean, " those present here** — ^at the 
assembly— without reference to their having been on the spot Wolf 
considers it, however, as merely those present Reiske inclines to think it 
means those coming from Macedon and Thessaly, and therefore aware of 
Philip havmg ordered troops from thence ; he thus rather connects at ir»^ 
e*rtt with kvl Mattiioviecsj », r. X., leaving fiurairifiiv'trtu absolnte. 
Hervagius, like most critics, puts the comma at ira^ivrtf. Auger gives 
it as meaning *^ persons on the spot" — not at Athens. As for Laharpe, 
he hardly troubles himself with the original in this passage at all, but 
speaks of Philip having " been long in Thrace and Thessaly !** Leland, 
*' as we are here informed.** Francis, ** as persons here present assure 
us." 

§ *A»«« means more than " folly** — it is " mental alienation ;** and 
Demosthenes intends so to describe the conduct of the Byzantines, in 
having rebelliously left the Athenians, and joined Chios and Rhodes 
against them; m-a^azetxUuv our o^m^uv means more than "to have 
Tecourse for assistance," as Leland has it ; or " to implore assistance,*' as 
Francis ; it seems to imply a claims as entitled to aid. . 
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bound here, and unable to make sail from hence,* if no 
succour is provided there, nothing can prevent the destruc- 
tion of that people. 

But these men, it will be said, are absolutely moon« 
stricken, — ^they are in some paroxysmf of mental ahenation. 
Be it so, — ^they must nevertheless be saved ; for our own 
safety requires that. Besides,^ it is by no means so certain 
after all, that Philip will not invade the Chersonese. In- 
deed, to judge by the letter which he has addressed to you, 
be means to attack our troops there. If then this army be 
now kept on foot, it will be able both to protect that > 
province, and to harass him ; but if once it is broken up, 
and he marches upon the Chersonese, where are we, and 
what shall we do? Bring Diopeithes to trial? Gt>od 
God! and how will our sdOTairs be the better for that? 
But we shall send succours from hence ?§ And what if 
we are prevented by the winds ? But then they say he 
won't come? And who, I ask, will be answerable for 
that ? But, Athenians, do you observe and reflect upon 
the approaching season of the year, at which there are 
some who actuidly think you should leave the Hellespont 
defenceless, and abandon it to Philip ? What then ? If 
on his return from Thrace, and neither marching upon the 
Chersonese, nor upon Byzantium (for this possibility must 
also be taken into the account), he attacks Chalcis and 

• 'Ey^fy^ «m«>Xi?r«i— ''sail from hence;** not ** thither,** as Leland 
has inadvertently rendered it. 

t KaM»UtfMfun^itrtffi»kk»uft9 kuif, Leland fkils signallj here, — 
" The extravagance and folly of these men exceed all hoonds,** is feeble 
and unlike the original, — to say nothing of extravagance exceeding 
bounds. Francis is better, because more literal ; " they are absolutdy 
(»jf Am) possessed by some evil dsmon.** Wol^ '* intemperiis agitantnr, 
nee ad eomm amentiam add! quicquam potest*' It is plain that coming 
after »%%timfMvovftt the i^tffidxx^uwt roust imply an excess of mental 
alienation. The former is expressed by ** moonstricken,** or '*evil in- 
fluence,** — the latter by ''paroxysm.** 

X The passage that follows is one of extraordinary force and rapidity; 
it is truly Demosthenic. 

§ B0«/iiV«/»iy «tfr«rf. This certainly looks as if the r»vt h Xtff«*nf^ 
meant the Chersonesitans, as some have rendered it, there being no »vTai 
to assist, if the army supposed to be broken up be the Athenian army in 
the Chersonese. In some MSS. and editions, as that of Hervagius, it is 
avToi. Roske prefers aifrMgy and holds the meaning to be, "the Cher- 
jonesitans.**— (Vofc GrcBC,, Appar, Crit.y ii., 211. 
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Megara, as be lately did Oreus, whether will it be better 
to attack him there and let the war come close to Attica, 
or to find employment for him at a distance ?* I certainly 
prefer the latter course. 

All, therefore, who have seen and considered these 
things, will not only refrain from attempts to discredit and 
to destroy the army which Diopeithes is doing his utmost 
to raise for our defence; but will exert themselves t^ 
provide anotherf army for his assistance, to aid him witn 
funds and credit,^ and to co-operate with him in whatever 
other way they can serve him best. For, if Philip were 
asked, — Had you rather these troops now under Diopeithes, 
such as they are (on that head I say nothing), were well 
maintained, held in honour by the Athenians, and reinforced 
by the state, — or that they were dissipated and annihilated, 
in deference to the slanders and the charges of certain per- 
sons ? — I can have no doubt that he would prefer the latter 
alternative. And is it possible that some among ourselves 
should be doing the very things for him which he himself 
would pray the gods to grant him p And can you still ask 
how it happens that the affairs of this country have gone 
to ruin ? I would fain,§ therefore, lay before you without 

* *ExtT — " there" — ^bnt as Mah had preyioosly been used, and with 
the sense of *' there,*' becanae referring to the immediate antecedent, 
Chalcis and Megara, Ui? must be taken to mean the former antecedent^ 
the Chersonese — where occupation was to be found for him. 

t 'Erf^ar. Francis, Anger, Laharpe, Leland, &c., conceive that they 
are translating idiomatically when they render this by "^ reinforcements.*' 
The literal version is much to be preferred. ** Instead of trying to destroy 
the army he has raised (or is raising), you ought to raise another in 
addition.**— n^fltf-flra^A^iwaJ^iif—" to prepare beforehand** — " to have it 
ready when he shall want it.'* 

X ^wiuTo^ouvTas x^nfiuiTttv,' This is always rendered as merely sup- 
plying money or funds, — but the #■*»» appears to imply a helping him to 
obtain, as well as furnishing — and that would mean credit an well as funds. 

§ BovXdfAat r§ivv9 *^if ufiZg x. «*. X. is not to be rendered merely, as 
Francis and others do — ** I shall*' — or " I will now"— or ** I am going 
to ;*' nor is Leland even so near the mark as that, when, by a paraphrase 
quite wide of the meaning, he translates, " let me entreat you to examine.'* 
Wolf, by the literal " vdm autem" comes much nearer. Why both he 
and Leland should make the i^traVai and ff»i^afffai (aorists of an active 
and a middle verb) have the neuter or rather passive sense of "being 
examined," as by you, is not easily perceived. The former word, though 
generally meaning to " inquire" or " examine," also signifies to " go over" 
—the latter here is plainly to " consider" or " examine.** 

G 
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reserve the present state of these affiurs, and examine 
what we are now doing, and how we are dealing with 
them.* We neither choose to contribute our pioney, 
nor dare we serve in person, nor can we keep our 
hands off the public funds, nor do we furnish to Dio- 
peithes the supplies voted, nor will we give him credit 
for supplying himself; but we must cavil at him, and pry 
into the reasons and the plans of his future operations, and 
whatever else can most harass him ; nor yet, though we 
are in this temper of mind, does it please us to take our 
affairs into our own hands,t but while in words we extol 
those who hold a language worthy of the nation, by our 
actions we co-operate with those who are thwarting their 
counsels. As often as any one rises to speak, you are wont 
to ask him. What there is to be done ? But I am disposed 
to ask you, J What there is to be said ? For if you will 
neither contribute, nor serve in person, nor abstain from 



* X^tifttf ttuTtlif^ "comporting" or "bearing ourselves** — ^but in refer- 
ence to the vet^ofva ^r^uy/iecrec — therefore " dealing with them." Wolf^ 

indeed, renders it x^tifAifu. r»Te «'eif$vfs tr^dy/ia^t Orai. Grcec., Appar, 

Crit., L, 78. 

This is one of the finest passages in this or in any of the Orations, and 
it is remarkable how little it loses by translation — provided that be literaL 
Every word, however, is to be weighed; none can be added nor any taken 
away; both qualities of the great orations here unite — ^the " nihil detrahi^^* 
and the " nihil addi** — Quintil. The yariation of the governing verb in 
tlie first branch of the passage — B«^x«^ai — rc^fttM — ^uva/MUy &c., and 
the repetition of the other set of verbs, omitting the governing ones, are to 
be noted. The celebrated address of Adam to Eve, in Milton, is framed 
on a like plan, and is an illustration of that great man's close study 
of the Greek orators — to which so many of the speeches in Paradise Lost 
bear testimony. 

f Wolf suggests that rii lifting* mvrSv v^urrut may possibly mean, — 
"do each man his own duty, without obstructing others,** — which is 
ingenious, and bears on the argument about obstructing Diopeithes. But 
t»etfr»si or some such word, would have been added ; as the text stands, 
it hardly can bear the meaning suggested.— ^iTwi Beiske, Appar. Crit.^ 
i.,79. Leland is quite distant ttom the meaning— " Thus we proceed, 
quite regardless of our interests.** 

X This part of the passage is full of refined wit — almost playful wit 
" If you will be always asking us orators, whose business is with sayuig, 
to tdl you what you are to do ; why, really we must needs turn the 
tables upon you, whose business is with doing, and ask you to tell ub 
what we are to say.** When Cicero said, "jocos non contigisse,*' he 
must have meant jests and not wit. 
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the public funds, nor furnisli the supplies assigned to 
Diopeithes, nor leave him to supply himself, nor resolve to 
take charge of your own affairs, I know not what to say ; 
— for if you give such license to those who would carp at 
him, and tear his conduct in pieces on account of what, 
according to them, he is going to do, and if you listen to 
charges thus made by anticipation,* what can any one 
say ? But what may be the result of all this^f it is fit 
that some of you should now learn ; and I will speak my 
mind freely ; for on any other terms I cannot submit to 
speak at aU. 

All your commanders who ever sailed from hence, I will 
answer for it with my life,J levied contributions on the 
Chians and the Erythneans, and whatever other people they 
could, I mean, of course, Asiatics. Such as have a vessel 
or two, take less,§ — such as have a greater force, more ; 
and those who pay, do not give for nothing either the 
smaller sums oj the larger ; they know better what they 
are about; th^ purchaae for their merchants, freedom 
from injury and from pillage when their ships are passing 



* U^oxarvyc^ayfrff — ** accusing beforehand**— refers to their prying 
before mentioned, and grounding charges not on what he had done, but 
on what he was by their own sunnisee supposed to be going to do, — *f 
^a^i «. T. X. This is the winding np of the whole of their unreasonable 
conduct, and is yery strildngly put 

f Francis thinks t n r*Uw %u9artu ». t. X. must mean that Diopdthes 
could do all these things, — i, e., by the usage of miliUry men, and that 
Demosthenes means now to prove it But he does not — ^he only shows 
the effects of the conduct of the accusers and the Athenians. Next, there 
is no avTos or \»i7vcs. Then, there seems no antecedent to rmuvm^ in the 
sense of things already done by Diopeithes ; and nothing that he intended 
to do was specified, but only reference was made to his accusers surmising 
something, without saying what ; and accordingly Francis and Luochesini, 
whom in this he follows, to support this gloss, are obliged to alter the 
sense and to add, "what he has done." Leland is here right The 
Greek is confessedly somewhat obscure. Wolf ^ves "Quid his rebus 
profidatur," which is followed by Tourreil ; and, with less than liis accus- 
tomed difFuseness and paraphrase, by Auger ; and Laharpe has the same 
sense, but, as usual, leaving out part, and inserting something else. 

\ n^fl*;^!!* iTifli/» Ti^^ai—" I am condemned" — "adjudged." Seeing 
this, some readings have it, Xvaifitis tt/it. — Beiske, Appar, CriL^ ii., 231. 

§ *EA«rT#»«. Leland has it, " a talent,"~according, apparently, to 
some reading unknown to most commentators. Neither Wolf, Reiake, nor 
Hervagius, mention it 
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to and fro.* But the contributions, it is said, are free 
gifts, and by this name these levies pass ; and now it is 
perfectly certain that those nations will furnish such 
supplies to Diopeithes as soon as they see him at the head 
of an army. Indeed, from what other quarters do you 
imagine that he, who receives nothing at all from home, 
and has no funds of his own wherewithal to pay his 
soldiers, can derive the means of supporting them ? From 
the clouds, think you ? No such thing, — he must support 
them upon what he can collect, and beg, and borrow. His 
accusers, then, are in reality doing nothing but warning all 
not to give supplies to one who is about to be punished, 
not only for what he may have done, or assisted in doing, 
but for what he may intend to do.f Their language is 
this : '' He is preparing sieges, — he is sacrificing the 
Greeks." Much these men care for the Greeks that live 
in Asia ! They are better at caring for them than for the 
Greeks of their own country. J And this, I presume, is 
the reason why another commander must needs be sent to 
the Hellespont. But if Diopeithes has committed these 
outrages — if he is guilty of piracy — a despatch,§ Athenians, 
a little despatch, will suffice to stop it all. The law says . 
that wrong-doers shall be impeached ; not, good God ! that 
we are to defend ourselves against them by costly expedi- 

* Reiske and others have a stop thus at «tur£v, ra rMovra. ^etii t tmu^ 
^tiofeu. It seems raising a gratuitous difficulty and a plainly bad reading. 
Wolf stops it in the same way, and supplies other words, as either x^^/lmtx 
'iiiek^iv (the antecedent being not the things given, but the purpose of the 
gift), or i^Ti rk v'^ayftecTo. — ** But they say that these contributions are 
given through benevolence (or good wiU), and by this name the levies 
pass." They are literally called " benevolences" — as in England of old ; 
80 universal is the vocabulary of fraudulent oppression ! 

t A play on the words fcikXu and /lixu (used immediately afterwards) 
has been suggested by some, — a thing so entirely unlike Demosthenes, 
that Reiske justly dismisses the notion as absurd. — Appar. Crit,^ ii., 213. 

X A remarkable instance of Demosthenes passing by an obvious 
sarcasm, or rather of his taking a gentle, subdued one, instead of a double 
and more cutting one. 'Auutcug. The sense may either be : " they are 
very good to take care," &c., or " they are better at taking care," &c. 
Wolf is so much pleased with this latter sense that he cites Virgil — " Et 
cantare pares, et respondere parati." — Apud Rebke, Appar, Crit., i., 80. 

§ Utvi*t»*. — Some have it, " an impeachment of treason." Reiske, as 
he generally does, takes the right view: "a letter of recall from the 
people." — Appar. CrU., ii«, 214. 
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tions and fleets, — ^that would be the height of folly. 
Against the enemy whom we cannot bring under the lash 
of the law, it may be necessary to maintain armies, and 
fit out fleets, and contribute funds ; but against our own 
citizens, decrees — impeachment — the vessel of recall — these 
are the appropriate proceedings — these are the measures of 
right-thinking men ; but what those people are now about 
is the course of workers of mischief — of men who are 
bringing ruin upon the country. 

That there should be such men among us, i» indeed 
portentous ; and yet it should seem not to be so.* On 
the contrary, in this meeting, you who are here assembled . 
are so minded, that if any one were to stand forward and 
denounce Diopeithes, or Chares, or Aristophon, or any 
other of your fellow*citizens, as the cause of all our mis- 
fortunes, you would straightway applaud him, and cry out 
that he was in the right ; but were any one to stand 
forward and say what is strictly true — "Athenians, you 
are trifling — Philip is the cause of all these miscarriages 
in our aflkirs ;t for if he would only remain at peace, this 
country would be in no trouble ;' * you would have nothing 
to say in contradiction of a statement so true ; neverthe- 
less I am almost certain that you would be offended, and 
would feel as if you had lost something by it.:J; The cause 

* Aiiviv §vy §h ^tniv Urtv, The commentators, after thdr manner, paas 
over the real difficulty. Wolf translates it by a kind of play on the 
words — '*qijamquam ferendum graviter, non tamen g^aviter est ferendum** 
— quite unlike Demosthenes. Reiske is silent; Francis not unhappily 
suggests vfAtf as to be inserted. It may be that the word is t^gr ; or 
l^ir . At any rate we cannot suppose ^uyo used in two different senses 
in the same breath— namely, as " what ought to be,** or, '* what is,** — 
(monstrous.) It is barely possible that Demosthenes may have said — 
** This is both monstrous, and after all, not monstrous, for,*' &c, meaning, 
** to look at your conduct it seems not sa" There is a phrase of a like 
kind — «v» U«v, \»iiv (wold he, nold he). Tourreil takes the meaning to 
be — that the having such men at Athens was bad enough, but that what 
followed was worse— tl e., that compared with the latter evil, the former, 
however bad in itself^ was no evil at alL On this view at least his version 
is grounded (p. 117), and he is followed by both Labarpe and Auger. 

t Kff««y «ft2 ir(«y»«r«y, justifies the departure from the version of the 
»cx*ly, which immediately precedes. 

% Leland renders this : ** as if it were the account of some dreadful mis- 
fortune.** It appears rather to be—** Tou would seem to think yon had 
lost something/* ». e., by the advice or statement 

The passage immediately following is very fine; and the diction oorres- 
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of an this (and Heayen grant that I may be suffered to 
speak frankly, as I am 0^7 speaking for your benefit) but 
the cause of it is, that one cbiss of our statesmen have for a 
long time past taught you to be as awful and as stem in 
your public meetings, as in your warlike operations you are 
supine and contemptible* Thus, if some one within your 
power, and whose person you can at any time seize, is 
denounced, you assent and desire it may be done ; but if 
the party denounced be one whom you must first overcome 
in the field before you can punish him, then I imagine you 
will find yourselves at a loss how to proceed, though you 
would be grievously offended at being convicted of such 
conduct. The contrary of this course, Athenians, was the 
duty of all statesmen ; to give you habits of gentleness 
and humanity in your assemblies, where the rights of 
yourselves and your allies are debated ; to make you wear 
an aspect formidable and stem in warlike operations, where 
the strife is with enemies — with antagonists** But now, 
by managing and courting you beyond all bounds, they 
have brought you to this, that, spoilt with being pampered 
and fawned upon,t you can \)ear to hear in the assembly 

ponds with the vehemence of the matter. It forms a contrast with the 
somewhat feeble one a little way back — about not employing armies and 
fleets against individuals under the power of the law ; which if it be not a 
grave irony — ^not like Demosthenes — is an expanded truism. 

* *Afri9r»k»us must mean more than the Ix^^ovg which precedes. It is 
" antagonists" — but fighting on somewhat equal terms-* those who are a 
match for you ; as if he had said ** with enemies ; ay, and formidable 
ones too." 

t T(vff¥ »ai MoXaxtvie^ai — the former (r^v^iti) IS from 4^vTT»t " to 
enfeeble," and means — ** to behave like one spoilt with pampering ;** the 
latter — ^*to be wheedled" — from *i\»l a pat-asite. AnfAaymytZins may 
mean " flattering ;" but it is a translatitious eense, the meaning being, 
" to lead or drive the people." Iceland has paraphrased this word and 
X»^tK^f***'t »»^ v*t^licXviv into " leading you gently on to their purposes 
by the most abject compliances with your humours ; and in the same 
passage, he readen—'^tartftUatftf — "have formed and moulded;'* — ^Nor 
is treivrm ^(it fi)«rJi», "entertainment;" it is "what pleases" — "gives 
delight* ' — " tickles the ear." T(v(p£v is not satisfied by, " being delicate ;" 
this applies rather to the "listening only to soft things" — which follows:' 
"spoilt" is plainly required by r^u^fv. There is wanting, too, a con- 
necting word, as "while," to make the concluding part of the sentence 
refer to the rest ; and ir^iyftm^t »«< rtis lytyftfAutf is more than " affairs;" 
it is to make the contrast stronger with the >.iyt and U«Xi«'i«4. 
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only what tickles your ear, while in the real state of your 
affairs and of events, you are destined speedily to struggle 
for your very existence. 

Now then, hy Heavens, suppose the states of Greece 
should call you to account for the opportunities which 
through supineness you have let slip, and should interrogate 
you thus, — ''You, men of Athens, are always sending 
ambassadors, and telling us how Philip is plotting against 
us and all the Greeks, and how we should be on our guard 
against the man" (with many other things to this effect, 
as it must be confessed we do).* ** And yet, O most pitiful 
of mortals If for ten months was that same man detained 
abroad; intercepted by sickness, and winter, and wars, 
his return home was impossible; and you have neither 
delivered Euboea, nor recovered a single one of your posses- 
sions ; but while you remained at home idling away your 
time at your ease,^ and in health (if they who thus act 
can be in a healthy 8tate§), he planted two tyrants in 
Eubcea, erecting|| them as bulwarks, one against Attica, 
the other against Sciathos, — and you did nothing to 

* This is plainly a parenthesis, as Reiske has observed Some, as 
Auger, make only the part after rMmSra parenthetical — ^which is quite 
impossible. The marks of parenthesis are omitted in Reiske's text See 
Orat, GrcBC, L, 98, Appar, CriL^ ii, 216. 

f ^avXirttru — "insignificant** or **of mean value,'* enters into this 
word necessarily; andLdand's "wretched" wiU not do. (Qu. "dastardly.") 

X S^o^hf itytvriv, "Keeping holiday" is the litexal, perhaps the 
best version : r;^«Xf^ came to signify the reverse of idleness, fit>m the bor- 
rowed meaning of employing leismre in work— thus ^''vacare negotiis"— 
and " /u(2» magister." 

§ 'T^iCB/ytfvrjuf (•< >«"». r. X.) It seems hardly possible to escape the 
conclusion that Demosthenes here plays upon the word, as in the paren- 
thesis it must mean " mental health," and in the other use " bodily," as 
opposed to the »««*«; from which Philip's operations sufiered. It is barely 
possible that it may be an hyperbole, importing — that nothing but sickness 
can account for the inaction. 

Ij *£«'4ri/;^i«'af — " audacuU dictum^ says Bdske, Appar, CriL^ iL, 216 ; 
but he thinks the " durities dictionis** softened by supposing " tyrant" to 
be put for " power of a tyrant !" Leland almost entirely loses this fine 
figure : " Euboea is commanded by his two tyrants ; the one, just opposite 
to Attica, to keep you perpetually in awe. Francis makes them both 
kings, but applies Ivtruxi^mg to neither; he introduces Eretria, and 
makes it the thing fortified — as if »*»frt»^v was rnv x^i** k^avrtn^v. 

The whole of this supposed expostulation is of the highest order of 
indignant eloquence, the latter part especially ; it cuts the Athenians to 
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prevent him, — ^which you well might, even if you had done 
no more ; but you connived at him, and notoriously 
abandoned your rights to him, and made it manifest* that 
were he to die ten times over, you never would bestir 
yourselves the more.f Wherefore, then, send ambassadors, 
and make charges, and busy yourselves with our concerns ?" 
— If tho§e states should hold this language, Athenians, 
what answer could we make, or what should we have to 
say ? J I protest I cannot see. But some there are who 
think to emban*ass a speaker by asking him — "What 
ought we to do ?" To them I would give this answer — 
the most just and the most true that can be given. " Do 
anything but what you are now doing" — but further I will 
state the matter articulately ; and as they are so ready to 
ask, let them be as willing to act.§ 

Of one thing then, Athenians, you must in the outset be 
intimately persuaded, that Philip is making war upon this 
country, and the peace is at an end. — Give over accusing 
each t)ther upon this head ; he is the bitter enemy of the 
whole city, and of the ground it stands on; and, I will 
add, of all who are within it ; and those most|| of all who 

the quick. There almost seems reason to suppose that they had on some 
occasion been mean enough to defend their pafivfiia. by saying, ** only 
-wait till Philip is well dead." Their reference to their missions, &&, is 
equally severe. Reiske changed ^^trfiivtrt into the middle, to show that 
'^ sending ambassadors,'* and not " going on embassies," was meant; but 
it is by no means clear that " going" is not meant The sarcasm may be 
this: "what signifies your coming to us as ambassadors, and your 
accusing others, and your stirring us up to act? Why don't you stay at 
home and practise what you are so ready to preach ?" 

• *»ft^iv «'iir0/^K«7f, never can be, as Leland has it, " fully declared." 
If he means, "your conduct shows,'* it is too violent; if literally, **a 
declaration," it is not the sense of the passage. 

t Leland' s " it would not inspire you with the least degree of vigour/' 
is both a paraphrase and much inferior to the literal version of Mv 

X 'Ffoufttv — ^^9fAu — the former — "what shall we advance" — "de- 
dare" — " answer ?"— the latter — " what have we got to say at all ?" 

§ Leland gives this admirably, if not very literally : ** as ready to 
follow, as to ask advice." 

II Twjf fieiMwr oloftifetf — 18 by some (Leland among them) given as if 
fi,eiXt^T» were connected with xH^i*^^'* — ^^^ yihsX follows as to Lasthenes 
shows that it is not so. Wolf connects it with Ix^^h — but adds a super- 
lative (maxime) to the ;^a^i^ir^«i. 

This passage is repeated in the Fourth Philippic ; which is indeed in 
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flatter themselves they are in favour with him. If they 
doubt it, let them look at Euthycrates and Lasthenes, the 
Olynthians, who, to all appearance, on the most familiar 
footing with him, after betraying their country to him, 
perished the most miserably of any.* — But with nothing 
is he more at war than with our Constitution ; against 
nothing are bis plans more steadily pointed; to nothing 
does he look more keenly than to how he may destroy it ; 
and here indeed he acts consistentlyf enough ; he knows 
fall well that though he were to make himself the master 
of all the rest of Greece, he never could have any secure 
footing anywhere so long as your popular Government 
lasted, and that, should he encounter any of the shocks^ 
which so often happen to aU men, all whom he has now 
subjected to his power would be found § flying for protec- 
tion to you. For you are not by nature prone to grasping 
and usurpation, but rather famous for resisting the 
encroachments of others, and wresting their acquisitions 
from them ; ready to make head against ambitious tyrants 
and restore|| liberty to mankind. — Can Philip, then, be 

great part made up of passagea from the other minor Orations, and most 
of all from the Chersonese. But the repetition of this passage has varia- 
tions more remarkable than that of most others ; and of these the most 
striking is, that instead of rut iy r^ v'^Xu 9tm9n M^ttwttft it is ^taif — and 
he adds, as it were in passing, the exclamation ^M^ auriv llpxUtMf-^ 
" may they utterly annihilate him I" Wolf notes the repetition, but as if 
it were without change (Apud Reiske, Appar. Crit., i., 7.)— «'(0r#ifr« 
certainly agrees better with ^i§7t than fty^^^v'Mf— for with the latter it is 
an anticlimax ; since no doubt he who was hostile to the very ground 
must be so to the inhabitants. 

* It is well known they did not die— but were reduced to dl«grace at 
Philip's Court ; of whom it is related that when they complained of the 
people calling them traitors, Philip archly observed :—'* These Mace- 
donians are rough sort of folk— they call a spade a spade." 

t Eixirt/f tr^mrru* In the Fourth Philippic it is II Afdyunt — 

flTM $7. Leland renders it by *' in some sort a necessity," as if he had the 
Fourth Philippic under his eye — which he certainly had in a subsequent 
passage; but here it is only " consistency,*' or some "likely reason." 

I Urmt^fta — ** a fall from striking on anything** — " if he should 
encounter any of the many shocks which happen to man." 

§ "Hlw «r«irT« ». r. X.—" it would happen," or " turn out that all," && 
But the force of " would be found" is the same. 

li *E|«^cXi9^«i. " Asteri the liberties," as Leland has it, will not do. It 
is-—** to remove," ** transfer," *• translate," — t. e., out oftlavenf into liberty. 
Assert applies to resisting those who would enslave, as well as to nieeing 
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pleased that your liberty should be lying in wait* for 
opportunities to molest him P Far from it ; he is not so 
bad or superficialf a reasoner. 

It behoves you, therefore, in the first place, to r^ard 
him as the enemy of our constitution, the implacable 
enemy of its democratic structure ;X ^^^ ^^ J^nr minds are 
not imbued with this belief, you will never be strenuous in 
the prosecution of your measures. In the next place, you 
must be thoroughly aware that whatever he is working at 
and preparing, he is preparing against this country, and 
that whoever resists him anywhere, opposes him there in. 
our defence. Nor is there any one of you simple enough 
to suppose that Philip is only bent§ upon possessing these 
miserable villages in Thrace, (for what else can we call 
Drongilos, and Cabyle, and Masteira, and the other places 
which he is now attacking and reducing ?) or that to take 
such places as these he would expose himself to toil, and 
weather, and the greatest perils ; while for the Atheniaa 
ports, and arsenals, and navy,|| and silver mines, and richT 

those already enslaved. Demosthenes plainly meant here the latter ; he 
had already provided for the former by lM;^X«rju. 

* Leland is exceedingly good here — " he sees, in your fteedom, a spy 
upon the incidents of his fortune ; " only that spy is not the word — it is 
some one lying in wait for the opportunity to spring upon him ; it is one 
in ambush-^and not a scout Perhaps if such a thing as lending a figure 
to Demosthenes were ever lawful, Leland might have thus given it^- 
'* Can he be pleased to think that your liberty is lying in ambush upon 
the march of his fortune P* Leland omits the answer, »lXi tr»XkM lu, 
and changes the sense of the commentary o» MmmSt ». r. X. by his transhi- 
tion. 

t OiJ AfySf — from ^yid q^ ab Ijyw.— Perhaps we might say, " m 
an unworkmanlike manner." 

X Lehind seems to consider the i;^^;*; simply as applied to troXtrutt^ 
and the &heiXXa*rof to lni»«*(arim — and this is veiy possible ; nor does 
it appear to be a refinement. It requires, however, in English, a repeti* 
tion of the substantive. But he is plainly wrong in rendering ir»XirtM, 
" state,*' and hfit*»(»ri»t ** free constitution :" the former is not used for 
9roXiSy but always for ** government," or " system," — the latter for the 
«* popular nature" of it 

^ *E9ri0»/it79t «. r. X. Leland gives this admirably by " his desires are 
centred in these paltry villages.** 

II Some MSS. 'omit the r^tt^m — but there is no tautology in having 
both u»t^im and that; for niifta may be " arsenals*' as well as ** navy.*' 

% T«r0vr«»f — '*so great,"— but not comparing them with anything 
else, — must be taken to mean " vast," " great," *' rich." Leland renders 
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reventies,* he cared nothing, but suffered you to retain 
them all, himself willing to winter in a loathsome dungeon 
for the millet and rye of the Thracian store-pits! — No 
such thing — but it is to make himself master of your 
possessions that this and all his other enterprises are 
undertaken. 

What is the course, then, for wise men to take ? Know- 
ing and confessing all these things, to shake off that exces- 
sire and incurable t inactivity; to contribute money; to 
claim:}; the contributions of your allies; to make effectual 
provision § for keeping on foot the regular army, in order 
that, as Philip has a force ever ready for outraging and 
enslaving all the Greeks, you may in like manner have || 
one ready to save and to succour them all. For with 
occasional levies^ none of the military operationa which 
are necessary can be undertaken ; troops must be equipped, 
and magazines provided, and treasures, and a mihtary 
police** appointed, and the strictest watch kept upon the 
military chest, care being however taken to make the 
treasurers accountable for the financial department, and 

it *' other revenues ;" but nothing like revenues had been mentioned, unless, 
perhaps, the silver works — and v^aur^t is not " other." 

* Here, as in a former passage, he next year (in the Fourth Philippic) 
adds a fine sentence, greatly heightening the effect — »eu riwv, x. r. x, 
(** and territory, and renown, which heaven fbrbid that either he, or any 
other conqueror of our oountiy, should ever strip us of! ") 

t *Aim»tffT»f* This certainly means ** incurable,*' though it may be only 
an intensive, like v^rt^fiakXav&av ; — ^for it seems like a contra^ctfon to 
advise shaking off that which cannot be got rid of. 

t 'A|Mi7y implies a demand as of right, ». e., claim the quota they were 
bofund to contribute. 

§ *0^^9 »«} «-^arnip— '* see to, and act for, keeping up," &c. Leknd 
has it : '* take all possible measures.*' The more literal, ** make effectual 
provision,*' seems to include " see" and " do.'* 

W'Exnti and aVafl-zv, "have," and "all," omitted by Leland, as if 
too literal, give great force and beauty to this passage. 

% BofihUtS' This word came to signify " a sudden levy/' w " raw 
troops;" hence to Attic ears there was no incongruity in this passage 
with the preceding requisition to have an army ready— /J«»^»i^«i'«-«»'. 

•* Afiftofiovf, This may be an adjective, agreeing with rafiUt^ though 
separated by the *«), — the ««) being, indeed, omitted in some MSS., 
and in Hervagius, and most editions. But Reiske seems well war- 
ranted in inserting it. The Treasurer, or Questor, reeftimt, was neces- 
sarily a public officer, and luifM^ios means ♦' gaoler," " police," v. g., 
Provost-marshal, 
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the commander for the military operations. If you were 
to act thus, and be really* strongly animated with this 
spirit, you would either compel Philip strictly to maintain 
peace and stay at home (which is the best thing that 
could happen), or you would wage war with him upon 
equal terms.t 

If indeed any one reckons that all this will require both 
a heavy expense and much toil and exertion, ;{; he reckons 
rightly. Yet when he reflects on what will assuredly be- 
fall the country if we do nothing of the kind, he will find 
that we shall be gainers by doing cheerfully § what ought 
to be done. But if the gods themselves were to engage 
for what no mortal could be trusted were he to promise, 
that you might remain inactive, leaving everything un- 
done, and Philip should never attack you, it would still, by 
Heavens, be scandalous and wholly unworthy of yourselves, 
of the high destinies || of the country, and the renown of 
your forefathers, to deliver over all the rest of Greece to 
bondage for the sake of your own ease ; and for myself, I 
would much rather have laid down my life than be the 
adviser of such conduct. If, indeed, any one else will 
recommend it, and shall succeed in persuading you — be it 
so — cease to defend yourselves — give up the struggle. But 
if no one can be found to hold such language ; if, on the 
contrary, we all plainly perceive that by how much the 
more wide we suffer him to stretch his sway, by so much 
the more vehement and more terrible an enemy we shall 

* Some MSS. join itt tikn^Sf with Ayuv i/^nyyt but without it the 
UikwtiTh coming after the wu^rnrt is feeble — not to say, an anticlimax. 

t A most beautiful addition is made to this passage, in the repetition of 
it in the Fourth Philippic Ka) Umty «. r, X. (** and then, perhaps, Atheni- 
ans, as you now are anxiously asking, what is Philip doing? and 
whither is he marching? So the day may come, when he shall be 
solicitous to know whither the armies of Athens have gone ; and on what 
point they will make their appearance.") 

X Ui^Mf ««i «'(«>^ri4Cf ,— *^ toil and trouble," as well given by Leland 
— and quite literal But the phrase has become with us applicable to 
other and lesser exertions than national ones. 

§ *^uifr»s 99tut ra, Vtovra, is ill rendered by Leland: " engaging 
heartily in this cause.'* 

|] ^rwtifx^vTuv, Wolf and others render this, "dignity;" some, "glory." 
That is certainly not the true sense : it is literally, " the gifts of fortune," 
" the fortune or fate," and it may well mean here, *^ high destinies." 
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have to cope with, to what suhterfuge* shall we hetake 
ourselves? or why do we stand inactive? or when, O 
Athenians, shall we really set ahout acting as we ought ? 
When, forsooth, some urgent necessity presses ? Why, what 
every free man would call urgent necessity not only presses 
at this moment, hut has long ago overtaken us ; — and as 
for any necessity calculated to act upon slaves, let us pray 
that none such ever may arise. How do the two extrem- 
ities differ ? In this, — that to the free, the most urgent 
necessity is the shame of misconduct, — a greater I know 
none that can he named, — while the slave is only sensihle 
to the hlow and the stripe, t — and God forhid that should 
ever happen which it is degrading even to name ! 

Though I could wiUingly enter upon other suhjects, and 
show in what manner certain persons misguide you hy 
their policy,;}; yet I pass over these things. But as soon 
as Philip's affairs come into discussion, some one always 
rises, and dwells on the advantages of peace, the hurthen 
of maintaining a large army, and the designs of certain 
persons on the public purse, with much more of such topics 
as tend to impede your operations and enable Philip to do 
in perfect security whatever he pleases ; of all which the 
consequence is, you gain a holiday, a respite for the present 
from exertion, — which I much fear you may hereafter find 
has cost you dear, — ^while they obtain your good graces§ 

• ' AtaivifAifia, — " get away from something we wish to avoid," — ** to 
escape," "subterfuge." Leiand, "Why this leluctance?" and Francis 
has the same word " reluctant." But this is not sufficient ; — Mm%v«fuu 
denotes "rising out of the water" — the reversed operation of diving. 
Wolfs "quo subterfiigimus?" is good. 

t *Ai»ivfi,if. It may be questioned if this is not from « and i7»»f — 
" unbecoming," or " beneath dignity," generally, — and here with t»5 
0a»/Attrosy — ^' bodily indignity," and nothing more. This subdued expres- 
sion may perhaps better suit the following phrase of " not mentioning," — 
38 the itvtovMvefiftt may seem rather strong if "flogging" had been named 
in terms. Nevertheless, the ordinary meaning is the strong one, and 
Wolf abates none of it in " excamificatio." Certain it is that Leland*8 
«* bodily pains" will not do, — ^nor Francises "bodily tortures," — nor Auger's 
" chatiment et coups," (irXifya), which precedes, is "blows" generally) 
— ^and least of all. Laharpe's " oontrainte, violence, et crue des chatiments." 

t KaTofroXtTtunrtu may be dyslogistic — as advising a downward 
course — or a course against your interests; but probably it is only 
adversative — thwart you in their policy,— or by their schemes. 

§ A< x''t*'^*f *«^ • f^'^^^f • TWTMf. Some render this as if it were, 
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and Philip's favour. For my part,* I can see no occasion 
there is to recommend peace to you, who, abeady quite 
enough disposed to it, are sitting with your hands across ; 
it should rather he enjoined to him, who is engaged in 
warlike operations ; for could he but be so persuaded, every- 
thing on your part is peaceable enough. What you should 
be taught to regard as grievous, is not the expense 
necessary for the salvation of the country, but the fate 
that awaits us if this expense shall be refused, if we do not 
prevent the squandering of our revenues by ^contriving 
proper checks, and if we abandon all charge of the public 
concerns :t although my indignation is moved when I see 
men so sorely distressed at the waste of our resouroea, 
which it is in your power to prevent and to punish ; while 
Philip, plundering every part of Greece in succession,;^ and 
all manifestly to arm himself against you,§ gives them no 
uneasiness at alL 

Whence is it, after all, O men of Athens, that he is thus 
openly carrying on military operations, doing acts of 
violence, taking towns, and yet no one || of these creatures 
of his ever thmks of charging him with committing out- 
rages, or even going to war at all, while the whole blame 
of beginning hostiUties is cast upon those who are for 
resisting such violence, and against abandoning everythmg 
to his mercy P I can tell you the reason of all this. — That 

"your fayonn and his wages, — or bounty;" but vcurmv seems to connect 
fiufftif with x^V'^f' Wolf somewhat artfully avoids the pronouns, so as 
to leave it ambiguous, — "gratiam consequantur et, que ex his rebus 
oritur, meroedem;" but in his commentary he very plainly gives bis 
opinion that it is x^V^^f «'«P v/Mtt-^i fuviU «•«(« iiX/frr^v, and that • 
rturmv means %tk tovtsus rwf kiytus, — Apitd Reiske, Appear. Crit., L, 83. 

* This is agam the same sarcasm as at the beginning of the Speech; — 
ra yi «^* vfuif trtt/uk u9»0x^9Tm «(£ — already noticed. 

t This passage (particolarly the close) has' always appeared one of the 
most difficult in Demosthenes — not at all, as usual, from the words 
employed, but from the construction and sense,— namely, from " »ai r« 
^la^vrai^^nnrtUf''* to the end. As near as may be, this is literal — " and to 
prevent our property (treasure) being plundered by recommending a guard 
by which it may be saved, and not by departing from what is advan- 
tageous." 

X E^i§w,—" in its order." 

§ Here the »«) ravr i^' vfiuis k^vailm seems to defy translation. 

il " No one" rwrm, i, e., probably of those who got thdr futiis^ their 
**hir^" before mentioned. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHEBSOIiXSB OEATION. 95 

indignation which you are likely to feel* when yon mxSer 
by the war, our accusers would fain turn off upon us who 
gave you the sound advice, in order that you may condemn 
us instead of punishing Philip, and that themselves may 
play the part of prosecutors against us, instead of paying 
the penalty of their own misconduct. 

This it is that makes them refer to some among us as 
wishing for war ; this is the real source of all the altercation. 
But I know full well that before a single vote for war had 
been given at Athens, Phihp had both seized upon many 
of our possessions, and sent to Cardia the auxiliary force 
which is now there, f If indeed it is our pleasure to affect 
to believe ;|; that he is not making war upon us, he would 
be the most senseless of human beings to contradict us. — 
But after he shall have actually invaded us, what shall we 
Bay then ? For he will still affirm that he is not making 
war upon us — no§ more than, by his account, he was 
making war upon the Oreitans when his troops were in 
their country — ^nor on the Fherasans the moment before he 
stormed their walls — nor on the Olynthians, at first, and 
until he was at the head of an army within their territory; 
— and shall we still go on charging those with being the 
aggressors, who would only prevent aggression ? Then 
there is nothing left for us but at once to be his slaves. 

* Leiand here inserts a parenthesia, of whidi there is not a word in the 
Greek ; bat he takes it by some oversight from the Fonrth Philippic, — 
unless indeed some MS. or edition may have already transferred it from 
thence. The words are mtayitn ya^ — &veiy»n wtkxk kvvrti^a i» rw 
^»kifA6v yiyu^fiati. It must be observed, too, that Leland*8 translation is 
as indiflFerent as possible:— "It is necessary, absolutely necessary, that 
war should be attended," &c., is really not the meaning — ^but that " war is 
necessarily, or of necessity attended with," &c In Allen's edition, this 
paragraph is also here. 

f Nbl* with the viwofA^t, and after what precedes, must have the sense 
given in the text. 

X Mj} *^off9oti7ff6m 9'«Xtftii9eiuTivy seems an order of words that con- 
nects the negative with the "pretending," and not with the "making 
war." But it must mean — T^a^srotit^^ut fnh waXtfuTv avrh. 

§ This rendering is necessary to preserve the force and beauty of the 
original ; which is not constructed so as to connect the three cases put by 
the predicate of Philip's "telling the parties," but by that of hb "not 
making war." It b negative~-0v^l — and it is to be remarked how much 
greater the effect of this is, than if it had been put merely that "he told 
the Oreitans, and told the Pheraans, and told the Olynthians." 
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Alternative* there is none between that and resistance, 
which we will not make, and repose, which we cannot have. 

And indeed the perils to which you and other states are 
exposed are very different ;t for it is not the conquest of 
this city that Philip aims at, but its utter destruction. He 
has long been well aware that you will not be his slaves, 
nor could if you would — for you have been habituated to 
command. And to give him embarrassment by seizing;^ 
on a critical juncture — that you can do better than all the 
world besides. Since then the struggle is for our existence, 
it behoves us to bear in mind, that they who have sold 
themselves to him, shall be holden in utter detestation, 
and suffer all extremities. § — For it is impossible, it is quite 
impossible, that you should overcome your enemy without 
the walls, until you have chastised the enemies within the 
walls who are devoted to him ; and against whom if you 
are driven as upon rocks || standing in your course, you 
must inevitably be too late to cope with the others. 

For how does it happen, think you, that he should be 
insulting you, (as I cannot for my part conceive but he is,) 

♦ *AXA.« — /KiT«5«—" other middle course." But can this be called 
''middle course" between the two things mentioned, and both of which 
are negatived? Or is it, — ** There is no middle course" between being 
slaves, and one or other of the two things which are both out of the 
question? But the literal meaning is certainly that being slaves is a 
middle course, and the only one. Then, middle between what two others? 
»* Alternative" seems therefore the fit word. 

f *Tir ( rSt tratt is rendered by Wolf and others, de usdem rebus, 
"Equality," however, as if '* equal terms of danger," seems involved 
in the expression — though there is no material difference. Perhaps 
** unequal" renders it better. 

X "Ay »at(ov Xafinrt, Leland's *'at an unfavourable juncture," is not 
so good as the literal sense, ** if you take, or seize on, a critical juncture;" 
besides, unfavourable means rather the relation of the juncture to the 
party seizing it, which is contrary to the sense here. Unless Leland 
means a juncture unfavourable for Philip, the version is nonsense; the 
meaning clearly is, " if you have a favourable juncture," " if you have an 
opportunity." 

§ ' ATcrvfi^Mtftu — "utterly beat to death." The ftt^th is so much 
less than "extreme abhorrenoe," that it comes strangely with this violent 
expression. 

j] "fltf-irif 9r(ofiiK»i; <rf»»'<rr«/«»raf. This is a figure which, however 
expressive, is for Demosthenes somewhat strong. U^a^iXas is " a rock in 
the way of a surge and on which it beats." Leland's "strike on these, 
as 80 many obstacles," has all the violence of the figore^i. e., the striking 
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and already menaciDg yon, while he is overcomiDg others 
by his kindness, if by nothing else ? Just as he allured 
the Thessalians into their present servitude by loading 
them with favours; and no one can tell by how many 
gifts, Fotidsea among the rest, he gained over the wretched 
Olynthians. — The Thebans he is now seducing, after de- 
livering over to them Boeotia, and relieving them from a 
long* and burdensome warfare. Now wh3e these states 
have obtained each some accession of territory, yet they 
have all either already had to undergo extremities known 
to every one, or, happen what may, they will assuredly 
have to undergo them.f But you — I say nothing of the 
losses you have aheady sustained — ^but how have you been 
over-reached in the very act of making peace ! and of how 
much have yOu been stript ! Has not Phocis been wrested 
from you? and Thermopyle? and your settlements in 
Thrace ? and Doriscus, Senium, Cersobleptes himself? 
Nay, does not Philip now hold the capital of Cardia, and 
does he not avow it ? Why then does he conduct himself 
in so different a fashion towards others and towards you ? 
It is because this is the onlv country where men have full 
licence to plead the cause of the enemy, and can in perfect 
safety receive his pay, while they are harassing you whom 
he has been despoihng of your possessions. — It was not 
safe in Olynthus to plead the cause of Philip, while yet the 
bulk of the Olynthian people had not been won over { by 

apon enemiea, without its pictnieBque efifect FnmciB is as b«d as pos- 
sible here, — ** these qmcksands upon which yon strilse, and apon which 
yon are unavoidably shipwrecked," — there bdng nothing like qnicksands 
in the case, and nothing like striking on them if there were. 

* noXXeS, Wolf properly considers this epithet as applied to the knfftk 
of the Phocian or Sacred war, and not to its character^ as some understand 
it; fl'tfXXtfu, says he, Jtfri vw fuut^w. Some MSS., however, omit the 
word altogether. It cannot mean " great *[ or "heavy;" — %»X$m'9» 
conveys that sufficiently. — Reiske, Appor, CrU.^ i, 83. 

t Leland gives this happily by a paraphrase ; it is certainly not at all 
literal— but it brings out the meaning. They "are either involved in 
calamities known to the whole world, or wait with submission for the 
moment when such calamities are to fall upon them.*' It should have 
been. " await the moment ;' ' " wait for ' ' implies a desire for their coming. 

X :Ztntv9'iir0vf»Ti9—tL word of much force, and indicating being received 
into the fellowship of one Power despoiling another— (like the Jackal with 
the Lion). The repetition of the same words in this fine passage, and the 
pursuing the same plan in the structure ot the aenteoces throughout, are to 

H 
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the possession of Potidaea. It was not safe in Thessaly to 
plead the cause of Philip, while yet the Thessalian multi- 
tude had not been won over by his easting out their tyrants 
and restoring their Amphictyonic right. It was not safe 
in Thebes, l^fore he had restored Boeotia and extirpated 
the Phocians. — But at Athens, afber he has not only stript 
us of Amphipolis and the country of Cardia, but has 
fortified* Eubcea like a citadel to overawe you, and is now 
invading Byzantium too, — at Athens it is quite safe to 
plead Philip's cause !t Hence it is that some of these 
advocates of his, from beggars have suddenly become rich, 
and from being nameless and obscure, are now eminent and 
distinguished, while you, on the contrary, from eminence 
have fallen into obscurity, and from affluence to destitu- 
tion. For I certainly consider the real wealth of a state 
to consist in alliances — credit — ^public esteem ; of all which 
you are destitute ; and while you hold these in contempt 
and suffer them to be taken from you, Philip has become 
prosperous, and powerful, and terrible to all, Greek as well 
as Barbarian, and you desolate and low, — splendid, no 
doubt, in the unenvied J profusion of your merchandise, 

be noted. — Also the c^XXm* and the vkn^eust — though Leland drops these, 
and says merely ** the Thessalians." Auger is to be admired, however, 
chiefly in contriving to leave out all mention of either the rufiwi^^tiirmy 
the ctfXX*;*, or the 9kn^»vs. But the ahf may also imply "gaining over 
"With," or "as well as" the bribed (/At^iatru) at Athens. Some MSS. 
have <r«XtTiif for v'tXXSt. Some too, and Hervagius follows these, have 
tbwtwAvtirot', without the «vf-, the second time it is used— and fAfih\9 before 
it; but the bulk of the authority is the other way. — Reiske, Appar. Ctit, 
ii., 220-242. Some too have •«» «y «»— "it would not have been." It 
is just possible that the w«XX») and ^rXn^tg may merely mean " people;" 
but the probability seems greatly in &vonr of a more intensive and specific 
meaning. 

* K«rarxiva»«r«f. Taylor gives this as the reading of his Aldine, 
instead of the present participle, which is in most editions ; and the past 
certainly seems the right reading, both because it appears from the former 
passage that he had done the thiog during the ten months of his absence 
from Macedon, and because of the »»} ver* v'at^iovras which follows. 

f Ldaod, who had appeared to see the fitness, because the efi^ect, of 
retaining the same words throughout as in the Greek, pecat ad extremum 
— and drops them, changing the expression when he comes to the applica- 
tion to Athens — ^where retaining them was the most essential. 

X *AjpM»y though generally used for " abundance," yet here probably 
retains its original sense. In the Fourth Philippic, however, the expres- 
sion is thirn^ut^ (jtmrk rJiv ky^kt) " exuberance," " plentifully supplied 
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but in all the things really valuable to a state, ridiculouslj 
destitute. 

But I perceive that some of our politicians by no means 
lay down the same rule for themselves and for you. They 
would have you remain quiet whatever wrongs are done to 
you ; while they can never remain quiet themselves, though 
no one is wronging them at alL Then, whoever rises, is 
sure to taunt me with — " So you will not bring forward a 
proposition fbr war ; you will not venture upon that, timid 
and spiritless as you are ? " * For my part, self-confident, t 
and forward, and shameless I am not, and may I never be ! 
Yet do I account myself by a great deal more courageous 
than those whose counsels are marked with such temerity. 
He, in truth, Athenians, who regardless;^ of the interests 
of the country, condemns, confiscates, rewards,§ impeaches, 
by no means proves his courage in all this ; for if he insures 
his own safety by such speeches and such counsels as are 
calculated to win your favour, he may be daring with very 
little II hazard. But he who for your good oftentimes 
thwarts your inclinations ; who never speaks to gain your 
good graces, but consults your interests always; who,^ 

markets;" which repetition of the passage Lelaad seems to have had in 
his eye when he translated mwvf " markets.*' 

* "AroXfitog »eti /a»k»*os — *'. unenterprising and soft," literally; and 
perhaps that would be the best translation. 

f 0^»(fvs. To be taken in a bad sense, but probably not in the worst. 
The Lexicographers make ^a^0-0f, ^uo'a audacto, — "self-confidence" or 
"boldness/' the root; but why it should be the root, and not derived 
from ^xfpm — the origin, in all likelihood, of our word **dare," — does 
not appear. 

X n«^/5«»— "overlooking," "neglecting." 

§ Keiske refers from ^Uttrt here to XH'^**^'^ afterwards; but the 
common reading being such, he changes it to »aTcix*i*^*^^**^ ^^^ ^y^ 
that it aflfords an explanation of ^i^aKrt. It rather seems as if J<Jw« 
explained ;^«|<^»'^«i. The simplicity and sincerity of this fine passage 
are quite movmg. 

II *A^p»xZs, This is clearly the meaning. Wolf drops the word, or 
makes it intensive to 4(et^vs — for his version is ^^audax et confdens est** 
Hervagius has a comma after kv^ttXSti disconnecting it with i^eroty 
which is plainly wrong. Lehind merely says, " therefore he is daring."^ 
^ Commentators have often expressed surprise at this passage, as if it 
made the adoption of measures exposed to chance more than governed by 
design, a test of a statesman's capacity ; whereas, choosing such as are 
under X«yi*^(t*«, "reasoning," "calculation," is plainly the wiser course. 
But the meaning may merely be, that when, or in case he is compelled tp 
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should he recommend some course of policy in which 
fortune may baffle the calculations of reason, yet makes 
himself accountable for the event* — he is indeed coura- 
geous — an invaluable citizen he truly is ; t not like those 
who to an ephemeral popularity have sacrificed the highest 
interests of their country — ^men whom I am so far from 
wishing to rival,J or from regarding as true patriots, that 
were I called upon to declare what services I had rendered 
our common country, although I have to tell, Athenians, 
of naval commands, and public shows, of supplies raised 
and of captives ransomed, and other passages of a like 
description,§ to none of them all would I point but to this 
one thing, that my policy has never been like theirs. Able 
I may be, as well as others, to impeach, and distribute, || 
and proscribe,^ and whatever else it is they are wont to 
do; yet on none of these groimds did I ever choose to 
take my place,** or rest my pretensions, either through 
avarice or ambition. I have persevered in holding that 
language which lowers me in your estimation as compared 

adopt a policy more under the control of fortune than prudence, he still 
takes the responsibility on himself, Perhaps »tu should be read «£S>, 
**and if." In the great Oration, the same topic is dwelt upon, and in 
others. 

* Literally, "makes hunself accountable for both;" that is, both the 
goodness of the plan according to reasoning a priori, and the event with 
all the risks of fortune — both the design and the chances. 

f The rhythm and inversion of the Greek are here beautiful. The 
force of the passage depends mainly on these — the diction, as regards 
the words themselves, being extremely simple — »ut»( Irr Avi^tttt, »a) 
X^n^if^of yt iroXiTtif i tmvtos irrtv. The particle yl gives also much 
beauty to the simple diction. 

J ZnXovt may be "envy" as well as "emulate." 

§ *i\tt90^mwiett. If the "such other" rders to the last antecedent, 
^iXavP^itwU is here " humanity ; " but if to the whole enumeration, it 
must mean love of the community at large, t. e., "public spirit" 

II Xtt^i^nrfitu may certainly mean "ingratiate" generally; but coupled 
with the peculiar marks ci ingratiating here given, viz. «■« n^tfuv and 
r» ififttvtiify it is plain we must take r« x'^'K*^^»* ^n Its other sense, of 
"distributing" the property of the persons impeached and proscribed. 

^ The sense may be this : " I might possibly impeach as well as other 
peoplCf and gain popularity, and bring forward proscriptions." 

•♦ "Ereila, In Leland — " a part I never assumed : my inclinations 
were averse." But the meaning of ?r«|a is, " placed myself upon," and 
w(«nx^fi9 "pretended" "put ray pretensions on." — ^The text is literal, 
«nd it is English. Leland's is neither. 
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witli others, yet which must greatly exalt you, so you will 
only listen to me. Thus much to have said, may perhaps 
not be deemed to be invidious. Nor do I conceive that I 
should be acting an honest part, were I to devise measures, 
which, while they raised me to the first rank in Athens, 
sank you to the lowest station among the Greeks. But 
the state ought to be exalted by the counsels of patriots, 
and it is the duty of us all to tender, not the most easy, 
but the most profitable advice. Towards the former, our 
nature is of itself but too prone ; to enforce the latter, a 
patriot's lessons and eloquence are required.* 

I not longt since heard some one talking as]; if my 
advice was always sound enough, § but words || were all I 
gave the state ; whereas it wanted deeds and actions. Now 
upon this point I will tell you what I think, and without 
any reserve. I do not hold it to be the province of those 
who advise you, to do any act whatever beyond giving you 
sound counsel ; and that this is a correct view of the sub- 
ject, I think I shall easily show. You remember how the 
celebrated Timotheus harangued you upon the necessity of 
succouring the Euboeans and saving them from the Theban 
yoke. "What?**^ he said, "do you deUberate how to 
proceed and what to do, when the Thebans are actually in 
the Island ? Men of Athens 1 will you not cover the sea 
v^ith your ships ? Will you not instantly arise and fly to 
the PiraBUs ? Will you not draw down your vessels to the 

* Leland gives nothing like the sense here — " not to be promoted bat 
by the utmost efforts of a wise and £aithful counsellor.** In the speech 
there is neither "efforts" nor "utmost efforts" (unless w^Uyifffeii-^hnt 
that is limited to one thing), nor counsellor, nor wise, nor faithful — ^but 
there is "teaching" and "speaking," which are both omitted, xiyf— 

f "H^ti requires this. 

X TotouTov <rt — "something to this effect" — "to some such purpose as 
this." 

§ Francis — "that I always speak extremely well." This is not the 
meaning at alL If xiytt ru ^iXrtfftt has anything to do with speaking, or 

words, it is "give fair words*' — but the sense is "adverse" or at least 

that the substance of the speech is good and sound. Francis refers it to 
the execution. 

II In the Greek it is xiytty then xiyai. The necessary change of the 
word in the translation is here, as often happens, prg'udicial. 

If EiVi fAM — perhaps "what?" is as literal as "Tell me," or "say." 
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beach?"* — These were Timotheus' words; this was what 
you did ; and from both concuriring, the work was accom- 
plished. But had he given, as indeed he did, the best of 
counsels ; if you had remained immovable, giving ear to 
nothing that he said ; would any of those things have been 
performed which were then done for the coimtry ? Impos- 
sible ! And so it is with what I am now urging, and what 
others may urge. For deeds you must rely on yourselves ; 
looking t to statesmen only for the capacity { to give you 
salutary counsels. 

And now, after summing up in a word what I have 
to urge, I have done. I say you should levy the neces- 
sary supplies, should maintain the army on its necessary 
establishment — correcting whatever abuses may be found 
to exist, but not disbanding it altogether upon the first 
clamour that is raised — ^should send ambassadors wherever 
they can be useful in informing, § admonishing, or any- 
where furthering the interests of this country. But you 
should, beside all this, bring the men to punishment whose 
administration has been stained with corruption, and con- 
sign them to abhorrence in all times and aU places, to the 

* It is not 80 easy to see why the first question having been— "Will 
you not cover the sea with your ships?" the last should be, " Will you 
not launch your ships?" The difierence of r^mfns and vaut will not 
explain this. Perhaps the difference alluded to is between ships already 
in service, and those not yet in use (or as we would say, in commission). 
Leland ingeniously has it — "Why are you not embarked?" but first the 
tense is wrong; for as Reiske has well observed, though ^g^tvtrh might 
be given in the present according to some MSS., »aftX^srt precludes this 
reading; and, secondly, the word is not at all "embark," but "launch," 
" draw down." In the First Philippic, where somewhat of the same idea 
occurs, and where "eml>ark" is plainly meant, the word is »v» IfA^nrifAiSm. 

t Zurirri, "look for," "seek for; " but in English tliis applies rather 
to what must come from others than from themselves ; and this renders a 
change of the word necessary. 

% 'Ert^r^fitn — ^Wolf, following some MSS., is for leaving out this word, 
and inserting r«. The word must be admitted not to add much to the 
passage, and not to be in the manner of Demosthenes. 

§ " Reform," in Leland, must surely be a misprint for " inform," the 
Greek being ^i^«^«yr«f. Francis has "notify;" it may mean so, or 
" warn," unless vauhrn^ofras means this, rather than " remonstrate," 
which both Leland and Francis give; certainly it seems like " Puggest," 
" to put into one's mind," or " to remind ;" but it is also used for "re- 
buke;" or it may even be " remonstrate." 
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end tliat those whose conduct has been temperate* and 
pure, may be shown to have consulted at once their own 
interests and yours, t If such shall be your course, and 
you no longer neglect your most important concerns, it 
may be that our affairs shall take a better turn. But if 
you sit down inactive, and confining your exertions^ to 
acclamations and applause, shrink back § the moment any- 
thing is required to be done, I can conceive no eloquence || 
which, in the absence of every necessary effort on your 
part, will have the power to save the country. 

* MfT^/My ** moderate," '* measmed ;" but it also means " conformable 
to duty" and therefore *' upright** AtxaUuf which follows, however, is 
plainly "upright" or "pure," in opposition to " corrupt," and therefore 
/Atr^m may be used to distinguish those who did not take the extravagant 
courses, ifiiT^ith which at Athens were often mixed with corruption. 

t Most translations join the rc7s aXXois with tS fiifigokiT^^tUj — which 
is not quite certain : it maj be " in order to show them and all others." 
Wolf seems to join roTs aXX^ts in this manner with hxS^u But the 
doubt is, if tv and fi»»>.tu»fian, there being no word tvficvXtvtfitu, be suf- 
ficient to denote "-giving sound or honest advice," without a pronoun. 

X *A;^^i T«y, ». T. X. affords a happy instance of the ftdl meaning being 
brought out by a choice of verbs and adverbs, without mentioning the 
predicate. Wolf, in hb commentary, gives an admirable translation — 
" usque ad applausum ei laudationem rebus tntenti." Apud Reiske, Ap, 
Crit.^ i., 84. The force of r^w^alovrtt is here excellently preserved. In 
the translation he does not give so good a commentaiy — " hactenus dun- 
iaxat utplaudatis et laudetis oratwnem studentes.'" 

§ Avaivifiinai- Vide former note, (p. ^J'6.) Wolf renders it here by 
** tergiversemini ;" which does not give the meaning. It is escape from 
a word. 

|] Leland — "All the wisdom in the world;" but kiytt is here put in 
oi^)08ition to ^rot-.Tv^ and the applause referred to before, is plainly meant 
of speeches. Leland's turn of the negative, is, however, happy ; and the 
passage may be rendered, " then all the eloquence in the world (or all 
the speeches) will fail to save the country," — but the version in the text 
gives the precise meaning of the Greek. 
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NOTE. 

The Translation of the Chersonese Oration was given as 
an appendix to the Dissertation ; but, two years after, Lord 
Brougham puhUshed in a separate form his Translation of 
the g^at Oration on the Crown. It was accompanied with 
the Greek text, and with an Introduction. This Intro- 
duction enters upon the subject of ancient oratoiy gene- 
rally, and has been here inserted as a fit accompaniment to 
the Dissertation. The translation itself, as well as the 
Greek text, are omitted, as their length would be incom- 
patible with the plan of the seriei . 
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INTEODUCTION. 

The attempt to translate the Greatest Oration of the 
Greatest of Orators into a language so different in its 
frame and idiom from that noble tongue in which it was 
pronounced, had long appeared so hopeless, that, after 
intentions repeatedly formed, the plan was for some years 
abandoned. 

During the period of my retirement from Parliament 
after the general election in 1812, I had frequent com- 
munications upon this subject with one of the best scholars 
and most acute, though severe, critics of his time, my 
lamented friend Lord Dudley; and it was principally an 
argument of his that then turned me aside from the pro- 
ject. When pressed with the considerations which naturally 
suggested themselves in favour of it — among others the 
example of Cicero, who had made the same experiment on 
the Latin language, — his answer was calculated to make me 
pause, from its appearance of sense and force. " Either," 
said he, 'Hhe translation is addressed to those who know 
the original, or to «those who do not. The former cannot 
want it ; the latter cannot materially profit by it ; for no 
translation can give an adequate idea of the original.'' 

Subsequent reflection has served to remove the deep 
impression which Lord Dudley's ailment had made. 

It must be considered, in the first place, that even to 
scholars the experiment is not without interest of trying 
how far the two languages can be used so as to render in 
the one the thoughts couched originally in the other ; and 
even to scholars the comparative trial of the structures of 
the two, their resemblances, their differences, and their 
contrasts, is very interesting. Then, if indeed this be not 
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included in the preceding observation, there can no more 
accurate method be devised for well apprehending the force 
and genius of both tongues than such a comparative trial. 
Many things are sure to be thus observed which had previ- 
ously escaped our attention : nor is it to be doubted that 
the sense, as well as the diction, of the original, is much 
more thoroughly perceived and felt after such an attempt. 
I can truly say in the present case, that although the 
exquisite original had been, for many long years, familiar to 
me in all its parts, the most remarkable of which I knew 
by heart, yet I never felt its incomparable beauties, both 
in the substance and in the diction, until I made the 
attempt at transferring them into our Saxon tongue ; and 
although there is far less benefit in this Respect to be 
derived from reading the work, yet whoever shall, in 
perusing, compare it carefully with the original, can hardly 
fail to profit considerably, and to discover merits and 
peculiarities which had before escaped him. There is 
something in this prodess resembling the advantage we 
gain in relishing the beauties of the ancient dramatists, 
from seeing their pieces performed instead of reading them. 
Many a scholar has felt how greatly his notions of Terence 
were improved by seeing a Westminster play — however 
well acquainted he may have been with the original by 
previous study. The examination of the Greek Orator's 
passages, with a view to their being delivered to an Enghsh 
audience, the consideration of the effects which they are 
calculated to produce upon such an assembly, and the 
feeling of their effects as given in our mother tongue, is 
calculated to produce somewhat of the same effect. 

The example of Cicero must here again be adverted 
to. No one could more thoroughly know the Greek than 
he did, hardly even the Athenians themselves. He had 
practised declaiming in that language so much as to speak 
it with perfect ease. When he sent his History, written 
in Greek, to Posidonius at Khodes, desiring he would write 
one in purer Attic, that Ehetorician said that the perusal 
of it filled him with despair of being able to improve the 
diction. Nay, when Molo, a teacher of rhetoric at the 
same famous school, heard him declaim in Greek, he is said 
to have lamented the complete subjugation of his country, 
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which must now yield the palm in Attic eloquence to the 
people whose arms had suhdaed her. Nothing, then, could 
have made the Great Roman undertake the task of trans- 
lating the two Orations on the Crown, except the desire of 
trying an experiment such as we have heen considering, 
prohably with some such views as have just heen stated. 
The loss of his Translation (of which the Introduction 
only has reached us) is deeply to he lamented. But we 
may venture to affirm that the EngHsh language is much 
better adapted to the task here exacted of it than the 
Latin. It is far richer in roots and in idiom; much 
fitter than the dialect of a barbarous people to express 
abstract ideas and the other thoughts which the progress 
of civility and refinement gives birth to; indeed in all 
respects except the want of flexion, it is better able to , 
convey with closeness the sense of the Greek original. 
The complacency with which certain French artists have 
expressed a convictioiT that their language comes nearest 
to the Attic of any, should make us suspicious of our 
national partialities and slow to claim for our mother 
tongue any decisive superiority — for it shows how far 
prejudices will warp acute minds. Yet still there seems 
good ground for affirming that the English and German, 
and generally the dialects of Saxon or Teutonic origin, 
when improved and corrected by judicious importations 
from the ancient tongues, are, of all others, if not the 
nearest in point of resemblance to the Greek, yet certainly 
the most capable of making its treasures accessible to those 
who are denied access to the original. Even against the 
superiority of the Latin in its conjugations and declensions 
(its greatest though not its only resemblance with the 
Greek) we may set off its want of articles ; and how far its 
similar flexion has aided the work of translation may be 
seen by its failure where the exquisite diction of the Attic 
Orators was to be imitated. The famous passage in the 
JlctpofjFpea^etu of ^schines (ravru fxuarat votvTnt <&c.) which 
Cicero had translated in the Oration against L. Piso 
(^^ HcB flammcB ! Hob faces T^ &c.), being one where the 
merit lay in the sense, is far better given by him than 
either he himself has succeeded when parodying the beau- 
tiful climax in the ^c^/ ^t^etvov (ovk uvav fie» ruvru, ovk 
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fypetyf/a h, &c.) or Quintilian when professing to translate 
it, the exquisite diction being here the great beauty. In 
truth the similar flexion of the Latin carries us but a small 
way towards approaching the Greek. It has no articles, 
and so far, is inferior to the English ; and as for particles, 
the Boman artists and ourselves are alike deficient in that 
great resource, as the equally, signal failure of both in 
attempting the famous passage just mentioned may prove, 
the use of the particles being the source of the delicacy 
of the diction in that passage, and even of its perfectly 
luminous perspicuity, notwithstanding its extreme conci- 
sion. The tenses which are peculiarly Greek, together 
with the particles, are certainly the great instruments by 
which such nice distinctions can be maintained, and such 
delicate shades of meaning expressed; and in both these 
particulars the Latin and English are alike at fault. As 
for the rhythm, there is assuredly no advantage in the 
Latin over our own tongue. The English is as sonorous ; 
it is more musical ; it is more majestic ; it is more various. 
At an immeasurable distance in all these respects from the 
Greek, our music is on the whole superior to the Boman. 

It is, however, necessary here to remark that, of the 
scheme of Cicero's work, we can only form an idea from 
the few sentences of the Introduction which describe it 
very generally; and that it appears from these to have 
been anything rather than a plan of literal or close transla- 
tion. He seems to have set himself the task not of saying 
in Latin what Demosthenes had said in Greek, but of 
speaking in Latin as Demosthenes would have done had 
he been a Eoman and not an Attic orator. This may 
certainly increase our regrets for the work, but it by no 
means shows that the experiment on the powers of the 
languages was made. If on the other hand the plan was 
(as is barely possible) to show how Cicero himself, with 
his taste, his habits of composition, his turn of thought, 
would have treated the same topics, all likeness to the 
original must have been lost, and we have little to regret 
in the work never having reached us ; for in that case we 
have only lost one more Ciceronian oration. 

Another object of translation, and which has by no 
means been lost sight of in the present work, is to assist 
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the student of the Greek language as well as the student 
of the rhetorical art. It is chiefly in this point of view 
that the learned Master of Bugby School (now flourishing 
beyond all former example under his auspices) has con- 
descended to favour the undertaking ; and the advice and 
assistance which I have received from him during the 
progress of my labours, demand my grateful acknowledg- 
ments. With the exception of a few pages, the whole 
translation and notes have been submitted to Dr. Arnold ; 
and I have in almost every instance adopted his views of 
the text when they differed from my own. If, however, 
anything remains which may be supposed erroneous, I 
desire it to be assumed either that the fault is in my 
having retained my own opinion, or that the passage was 
part of the few pages which he happened not to see. 

It remains to mention the third object of this work — 
the conveying to persons unacquainted with the original 
some notion of its innumerable and transcendent beauties. 
When one of the first scholars of the age, and the person 
of all I have ever known the most familiar with the Greek 
orators, urged me to undertake, or rather to complete the 
present work (if I were to add also, the first statesman of 
his age, I should be spared the necessity of naming Lord 
Wellesley), he was certainly misled by his friendly partial- 
ity of many years' standing, to think far more favourably 
of my fitness for the task, than could be justified by the 
specimens which he had seen in the translation of the 
Chersonese Oration, published a year or two ago.* But 
with his advice there coincided the strong desire of some 
much esteemed friends, admirable judges of composition 
and weU versed in English oratory, to taste the streams 
which flow in such force from the perennial fountain of 
Attic eloquence, as near the well-head as their ignorance 
of the language would suffer them to approach. With 
them the experiment has proved eminently successful. 
They felt the wonderful power not only of the argument, 
.but of the richly crowded statement, and of the noble 
declamation, in a manner which clearly proved that the 
translation had preserved a considerable portion of the 

^ Appendix to Dissertation on Ancient Eloquence. Speeches, voL iv. 
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original. The music and the diction of course escaped* 
but upon the whole, this trial showed in a very satisfactory 
manner that, at the least, whoever was accustomed to 
oratory would gain by perusing the translation some idea 
of the Demosthenean manner. I have been encouraged 
by another friend well acquainted with both ancient and 
modern oratory, and himself a most distinguished speaker,* 
to believe that even on persons Httle versed in the arts of 
composition, the closeness, the vigour, the rapidity of the 
original are calculated, though only "seen as in a glass 
darkly,*' to produce a great effect. It was a remark of 
this excellent and experienced judge, on reading some of 
the notes where particular passages are pointed out as well 
adapted to succeed in our Senate, that the whole oration is 
eminently of that description ; and therein it assuredly differs 
prodigiously from almost all the compositions of Cicero, f 

Such were the impressions under which this work has 
been persevered in, and such the encouragements which 
have enabled me to bear up against the innumerable 
difficulties of the task. Among these difficulties, it cer- 
tainly would only be a becoming tribute to my predeces- 
sors were I to enumerate either their success or their 
failure. But, with every disposition to follow so customary 
a practice, I really cannot honestly bring myself to do so, 
especially considering the Notes with which I have been 
obliged to accompany the text. The reason of this must 
now be shortly explained. 

No one can deny a great knowledge of the Greek 
language to such men as Leland, and Francis, and Cesa- 
rottiij; and Millot; nor indeed is Dawson in this respect 

♦ Lord Lyndhurst. 

f My learned friend also strongly arged me to undertake a task which 
I had long been contemplating, namely, an Imitation of the Great 
Oration, or some other ancient piece after the manner of Dryden's and 
Pope's Poetical Imitations. The delicacy of introducing parallel political 
topics, fertile as our times are of such, has hitherto restrained me. 

X His translation will stand a comparison with any other ; it is indeed, 
in many respects, deserving of much admiration ; and as far as a foreigner 
may judge, it stands very much out fi-om the common level of Italian 
prose. The Abate's taste, however, is often at fault. What can exceed 
the outrage of adding a whole figure to the Oath passage, and making 
the warriors "cover land and sea with their bodies?" as if Demosthenes 
wanted such a trope — ^aa if the passage itself were not figurative enough 1 
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at all deficient ; while Wolff and Taylor must be admitted 
to have been among the most perfect masters of it. That 
both Leland and Francis, too, had very considerable power 
over the English language it would be absurd to deny; 
many passages have been rendered by both with success, 
some with great felicity. But one qualification for this 
task all those translators equally wanted; none of them 
had any practical experience of oratory ; none of them had 
the habit of addressing popular assemblies, or even judicial 
bodies ; none of them were orators either accidentally or 
by profession. If Pope had been ever so good a Greek 
scholar, and no poet, his Homer might have borne a nearer 
resemblance to the original, but it would have been the 
resemblance of prose to poetry. Had Dryden only written 
his admirable Prefaces and Introductions, works that might 
have placed him in the first rank of English classics even 
if all his immortal verse had perished, he never would have 
given us that masterpiece of poetical translation, — his 
fragment of Lucretius. It could only be a great poet, 
too, who might attempt to supply Pope's deficiencies, and 
add to English poetry the Homeric sense and style, as 
Cowper has done with a success unaccountably overlooked, 
and well calculated to alarm any translator who relies upon 
his knowledge of Greek and his power over English, for 
the accomplishment of a literal version. Now those who 
have rendered Demosthenes came to the task as Pope, 
Dryden, and Cowper would have done had they never 
written any of the poems on which their fame is built. 
They were Greek scholars, and not English orators ; they 
knew the meaning of the one tongue, they did not know 
the resources of the other ; they could imderstand in what 
manner Demosthenes affected an Attic audience, but only 
by reading Demosthenes himself; they had no knowledge 
of the manner in which an English audience was to be 
affected, nor indeed had they a practical knowledge how 
any audience was to be moved or controlled. Nay more, 
they not only were themselves no orators, but they had in 
all probability very little experience of oratory as auditors. 
Their lives had been passed in colleges or schools where, if 
rhetoric is taught at all, there is a very great chance of 
something exceedingly unlike real eloquence being learned 
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— possibly somethmg the reverse of eloquence — for the true 
schools of oratory are the Senate, the Forum, the popular 
assembly. Their lives had not been passed in hearing the 
Erskines and Currans of the age, or in listening to Pitt 
and Fox, and Grattan, and Windham, and Plunket, and 
Canning. It was almost as if instead of Pope, and Monti, 
and Dryden, and Cowper attempting to transfuse Homer 
into English or Italian song, there had stood forward some 
one well acquainted with the Greek, a master of the Ionic 
and the Doric dialects, but who never had either writ- 
ten a couplet or read a line of poetry from the time of 
Chaucer and Dante to his own age. Such a one might 
be of excellent use in helping a poet as Pope and Monti 
were holpen by men who knew Greek and had not the gift 
of song ; but their verse would never have found a patient 
reader. It would be an exaggeration to say that the trans- 
lators of Demosthenes have fared as ill as these would have 
fared — yet it is quite certain that what was altogether 
inevitable has happened to them — their versions betray at 
every step their imperfect acquaintance with the art of 
oratory ; and whoever has been accustomed to address an 
audience, or even to pass his time in hearing great debates, 
would have at once rejected many of the turns of expres- 
sion adopted by them, and have put the sense in another 
form quite as a matter of course. 

It is a further consequence of the same deficiency, 
though not a necessary consequence, that those trans- 
lators have been ignorant of the resources of the language 
in which they undertook to write. This has led, in all 
the modem tongues, in none more than our own, to the 
most mischievous practice into which a translator can fall — 
that of paraphrase and circumlocution — and still more that 
of preferring a foreign or roundabout turn of expression to 
the pure and racy and vigorous English idiom — ^the strong 
and natural Saxon dialect, never to be departed from with- 
out the most urgent necessity or the greatest temptation. 
Of this so many examples occur in the course of the 
present work, that it would only be a superfluous repe- 
tition of the remarks contained in the Notes, were any 
examples to be given here. 

The present translation professes to be as close as it is 
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possible to make it without abandoning the peculiar idiom 
of the language in which it is written. How far any 
success has attended an attempt the extreme difficulty of 
which is most freely confessed as it has been most pain- 
fully felt, it is no business of mine even to form a con- 
jecture. 

It remains to acknowledge the great kindness of my old 
and valued friend, Thomas Campbell, who readily complied 
with the request that he would translate into English 
verse (of which he is so renowned a master) the Epitaph 
quoted by Demosthenes towards the close of the Oration. 
That a poet only could hope to succeed in this attempt 
has already, in discussing another matter, been incidentally 
observed — that such a poet was certain to succeed needs 
hardly be added. But one who has the highest hereditary 
titles both to Eloquence and to Poetry has ventured to 
suggest an alteration in one or two even of Campbell's 
verses, and with a success which he himself is the first to 
acknowledge. 

Since the Notes were printed I have had occasion to 
peruse a French Translation which, had I before seen it, 
would reaUy have prevented some remarks upon the para- 
pbrase of Dawson and others. Thus, " rm¥ ufttn^v »ur»» 
x*v* v^ooo^uTifTt. Youz baisez les mains avides qui vous 
lachent comme a regret quelque part de votre propre sub- 
sistence." Again, " 0/ V sp xoXu Kotfiu^^aprtg Cfteie titaywQi 
fcr/ rauru, xut nfittaaivovoi xfi^oju^sie ttvrotf votwprtg, Comme 
des lions qu'on grille dans leur cage, ils vous enferment 
dans vos murs ; ils vous tendent a manger pour vous cares- 
ser, vous apprivoiser, vous faire deciles k leur main.'* 
Assuredly no English master of paraphrase ever went so 
far as to lend a cage of lions to Demosthenes for rhe- 
torical uses. Writers of this class must be supposed to 
consider the old Greek a far worse orator than them- 
selves. 



There follows a discussion of the merits of different 
editors of the Greek, Beiske, Bekker, &c., which is here 
omitted, as the text is not given. 

I 
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*' BuoBt, Januiary 28, 1840. 

" Mt Lobd,— I found your Preface here on my arrival 
this evening. 

" I am very much obliged to you for your kind mention 
of me, and I certainly am not insensible to the honour of 
being in any way connected with your translation of 
Demosthenes' speech. But if the notice had been less 
flattering, I should have thought it better. I sympathize 
most heartily with what you say of the requisites of a 
translator, and there has all along seemed to be a beautiful 
fitness in an orator being translated by one to whom both 
oratory and political ]lfe were practically familiar. But I 
imagine that you over-estimate even the Greek of Leland 
and Francis. English Greek scholarship, I believe, even a 
few years back, was far short of that perfect knowledge of 
the languiE^ which is not uncommon now ; such a know- 
ledge, I mean, as enables a man to read Greek with exactly 
the same understanding and feeling as if it were English, 
so that he never goes through a process of mental transla- 
tion, but the Greek speaks directly to the mind without 
any interpreter. I think that a want of this knowledge 
has hampered former translators, as well as that other 
great defect to which you allude so truly. — ^I remain, my 
Lord^ your very faithful, obedient servant, 

" T. Abnolj)." 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OAUGURAL DISCOURSE 

ON BEING INSTALLED 

LORD RECTOR 

OF TBB 

UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW. 

Afbil 6> 1825. 



Digitized by 



Google 
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THE PROFESSORS, 

AND THE STUDENTS, 
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UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW. 

I BEQ leave to inscribe this Discourse to you, in token of my great 
respect. Although the opinions which it sets forth are the result of 
mature deliberation, yet, as it was written during the business of the 
Northern Circuit, it will, I fear, as far as regards the composition, not be 
deemed very fit to appear before the world. Neverthdess, I have yielded 
a somewhat reluctant assent to the request of many of your number, who 
were of opinion that its publication would prove benefidaL 

H. BROUGHAM, R. 
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It now becomes me to retmm my Terr sincere and 
respectful thanks for the kmdness which has placed me 
in a chair, filled at former times by so many great 
men, whose names might well make any comparison 
formidable to a far more worthy successor. 

While I desire you to accept this unexaggerated 
expression of gratitude, I am anxious to ad(£ress you 
radier in the form which I now adopt, than in the 
more usual one of an unpremeditated discourse. I 
shall thus at least prove tnat the remarks, which I 
deem it my duty to make, are the fruit of mature 
reflection, and that I am unwilling to discharge an 
important office in a perfunctory manner. 

I feel very sensibly, that if I shall now urge you by 
general exhortations, to be instant in the pursuit of 
the learning, which, in all its branches, flourishes 
under the kindly shelter of these roofs, I may weary 
you with the unprofitable repetition of a thrice told 
tale ; and if I presume to oflFer my advice touching the 
conduct of yoiu* studies, I may seem to trespass upon 
the province of those venerable persons, under whose 
care you have the singular happiness to be placed. 
But 1 would nevertheless expose myself to either 
charge, for the sake of joining my voice with theirs, in 
anxiously entreating you to believe how incomparably 
the present season is verily and indeed the most pre- 
cious of your whole lives. It is not the less true, be- 
cause it has been oftentimes said, that the period of 
youth is by far the best fitted for the improvement of 
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the mind, and the retirement of a college almost exclu- 
sively adapted to much study. At your enviable age, 
everything has the lively interest of novelty and freai- 
ness ; attention is perpetually sharpened by curiosity ; 
and the memory is tenacious of the deep impressions it 
thus receives, to a degree unknown in after life ; while 
the distracting cares of the world, or its beguiling 
pleasures, cross not the threshold of these calm 
retreats ; its distant noise and bustle are faintly heard, 
makinff the shelter you enjoy more grateful ; and the 
strugsles of anxious mortals embarked upon that 
troublous sea, are viewed from an eminence, the 
security of which is rendered more sweet by the pros- 
pect of the scene below. Tet a little while, and you 
too will be plunged into those waters of bitterness; 
and will cast an eye of regret, as now I do, upon the 
peaceful regions you have quitted for ever. Such is 
your lot as members of society; but it will be your 
own fault if you look back on this place with repent- 
ance or with shame ; and be well assured that, what- 
ever time — ay, everr hour — ^you squander here on 
unprofitable iolmg, will then rise up against you, and 
be paid for by years of bitter but unavailing regrets. 
Study, then, I beseech you, so to store your minds 
with liie exquisite learning of former ages, that you 
may always possess within yourselves sources of 
rational and refined enjoyment, which will enable you 
to set at nought the grosser pleasures of sense, whereof 
other men are slaves ; and so imbue yourselves with 
the sound philosophy of later days, forming yourselves 
to the virtuous habits which are its legitimate offspring, 
that you may walk unhurt through the trials whim 
await you, and may look down upon the ignorance and 
error that surround you, not with lofty and super- 
cilious contempt, as the sages of old times, but with the 
vehement desire of enlightening those who wander in 
darkness, and who are by so much the more endeared 
to us by how much they want our assistance. 
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Assuming the improvement of his own mind and of 
the lot of his fellow-creatures to be the great end of 
every man's existence, who is removed above the care 
of providing for his sustenance, and to be the indispens- 
able duty of every man, as far as his own immediate 
wants leave him any portion of time unemployed, our 
attention is naturally directed to the means bv which 
so great and urgent a work may best be performed; 
ana 93 in the limited time allotted to this discourse, I 
cannot hope to occupy more than a small portion of so 
wide a field, I shall confine myself to two subjects, or 
rather to a few observations upon two subjects, both of 
them appropriate to this place, but either of them 
affording ample materiab for an entire course of 
lectures — ^the study of the Rhetorical Art, by which 
useful truths are promulgated with effect, and the 
purposes to which a proficiency in this art should be 
made subservient 

It is an extremely common error among young 

Eersons, impatient of academical discipline, to turn 
*om the painful study of ancient, and particularly of 
Attic composition, and solace themselves with works 
rendered easy by the familiarity of their own tongue. 
I'hey plausibly contend, that as powerful or captivating 
diction in a pure English style is, after all, the attain- 
ment they are in search of, the study of the best 
English models affords the shortest road to this point; 
and even admitting the ancient examples to have been 
the great fountains from which all eloquence is drawn, 
they would rather profit, as it were, by the classical 
labours of their English predecessors, than toil over 
the same path themselves. In a word, they would 
treat the perishable results of those labours as the 
standard, and give themselves no care about the im- 
mortal originals. This argument, the thin covering 
which indolence weaves for herself, would speedily sink 
Itll the fine arts into barrenness and insignificance. 
Why, according to such reasoners, should a sculptor or 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 l^AUOtTBAL DISCOUBSF. 

pajnter encounter the toil of a journey to Athens or to 
Kome? Far better. work at home, and profit by the 
labour of those who have resorted to the Vatican and 
the Parthenon, and founded an English school, adapted 
to the taste of our own country. Be you assured that 
the works of the English chisel fall not more short of 
the wonders of the Acropolis^ than the best productions 
of modem pens fall short of the chaste, finished, 
nervous, and overwhelming compositions of them that 
"resistless fulmined over Greece." Be equally sure 
that, with hardly any exception, the great thmgs of 
poetry and of eloquence have been done by men who 
cultivated the mighty exemplars of Athenian genius 
with daily and with nightly devotion. Among poets 
there is hardly an exception to this rule, unless may be 
so deemed Shakspeare, an exception to all rules, and 
Dante, familiar as a contemporary with the works of 
Roman art, composed in his mother tongue, having 
taken, not so much for his guide as for his " master," 
Virgil, himself almost a translator from the Greeks. 
But among orators I know of none among the Romans, 
and scarce any in our own times. Cicero honoured 
the Greek masters with such singular observance, that 
he not only repaired to Athens for the sake of finishing 
his rhetorical education, but afterwards continued to 
practise the art of declaiming in Greek ; and although 
he afterward fell into a less pure manner through the 
corrupt blandishments of the Asian taste, yet do we 
find him ever prone to extol the noble perfections of 
his first masters, as something placed beyond the reach 
of all imitation. Nay, at a mature period of his Ufe, 
he occupied himself in translating the greater orations 
of the Greeks, which composed almost exclusively his 
treatise, "i)e optima genere oratorisf as if to write 
a discourse on oratorial perfection, were merely to 
present the reader with the two immortal speeches 
upon the Crown. Sometimes we find him imitating, 
even to a literal version, the beauties of those divine 
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originals, — b& the beautiful passage of iEschines, in the 
Timarchus, upon the torments of the guilty, which the 
Boman orator has twice made use of, almost word for 
'word; once in the oration fof Sextus Roscius, the 
earliest he delirered, and again in a more mature 
effort of his genius, the oration against L. Piso.* 

I have dwelt the rather upon the authority of M. 
Tullius, because it enables us at once to answer the 
question, Whether a study of the Roman orators be 
not sufSicient for refining the taste? If the Greeks 
were the models of an excellence which the first of 
Roman orators never attained, although erer aspiring 
after it, — ^nay, if so far from being satisfied with his 
own success, he even in those his masters found some- 
thing which his ears desiderated— (ita sunt avid» et 
capaces; et semper aliquid immensum infinitumque 
desiderantf) — ^he either fell short while copying them, 
or he failed by diverting his worship to the false gods 
of the Asian school. In the one case, were we to rest 
satisfied with studying the Roman, we should only be 

ibv^^at^ea eiftXytiaf yUi99»i' fiiii\ r»vt fifi(in»«retf, K»^airt^ Iv ratts 
T^ay^ieuff Hupoif ikmvvuv Mii M§kti^uv ^fitf ^fifbifatf* JiXX* til r^tTirut 
Ttv 0iifimr»s h}i§*m}y xai r# finiih /»«»«» nyiTr^M, ravrm wXnfM r» 
Xprr^ftei — retuT ilf riv ifr«»r^««iXiir« l/«/3i^«?[ii — rmurd Wrtf Itta^rf 
TlMvn — rauTtt <r«^a»tA.ivir«) rug uug, »' r* A> — 'AI2XIN. »etr» Ts- 

Kolite enim putare, qnemadmodom in fabulis gspenamero videtia, eoa, 
qni aliquid impie scelerateque commiserint, agitari et perterreri Furiaram 
ttedis ardentibuB. Sua quemque fraas, et suus terror maxime vexat; 
aunm qnemque scelus a^tat, amentiaqne affidt ; suae malie cogitationes 
conscientueque animi terrent. Has sunt impiis aaaidiUB domesticfeque 
Furiffi; que dies noctesque parentum poenas a oonaceleratissimis filiia 
repetant — Pro Sexto Roscio Amerino. 

Nolite enim patare, ut in scena yidetis, homines consceleratos impnlsu 
deorum terreri Foriamm tadis ardentibus. Sua quemque fraus, suum 
facinus— suum scelus — sua audacia, de sanitate ac mente deturbat. Ha 
aunt impiorum Furia— h» flamma — ha faces — In Luc Calp, PisoTiem. 

The great improvement in Cicero's taste between the first and the 
second of these compositions is manifest^ and his closer adherence to the 
original. He introduces the same idea, and in yerj similar language, in 
the Treatise, De Legg,^ lib. L 

t Orator.^ c 29. 
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imitating the imperfect copy, instead of the pnre 
original — ^like him who should endeavour to catch a 
glimpse of some beauty by her reflection in a glass, 
that weakened her tints, if it did not distort her 
features. In the other case, we should not be imitating 
the same, but some less perfect original, and looking at 
the wrong beauty ; — ^not her whose chaste and simple 
attractions commanded the adoration of all Greece, but 
some garish damsel from Rhodes or Chios, just brilliant 
and languishing enough to captivate the leas pure taste 
of half civilized Rome« 

But there are other reasons too weighty to be passed 
over, which justify the same decided preierence. Not 
to mention the incomparable beauty and power of the 
Greek language, the study ot which alone aflbrds the 
means of enriching our own, the compositions of Cicero, 
exquisite as they are for beauty of diction, often re- 
markable for ingenious argument and brilliant wit, not 
seldom excelling in deep pathos, are nevertheless so 
extremely rhetorical fashioned by an art so little con- 
cealed, and sacrificing the subject to a display of the 
speaker's powers, admirable as those are, that nothing 
can be less adapted to the genius of modern elocution, 
which requires a constant and almost exclusive atten- 
tion to the business in hand, hk all his orations which 
were spoken (for, singular as it may seem, the remark 
applies less to those which were only written, as all the 
Verrine, except the first, all the Philippics, except the 
first and ninth, and the Pro Miloae)^ hardly two pages 
can be found which a modern assembly would bear. 
Some admirable arguments on evidence,* and the credit 
of witnesses, might be urged to a jury ;* several pas- 

* There is a singular example of this in the remarks on the evidence 
and cross-examination in the oration for L. Fhiccns; pointed out to me by 
my friend Mr. Scarlett (now Lord Abinger), the mention of whuee name 
affords an illustration of my argument, fur, as a more consummate master 
of the forensic art in all its branches never lived, so no man is more oim- 
versant with the works of his predecessors in ancient times. Luid Krskine, 
too, perhaps the first of Judicial orators, ancient or modem, had well 
atadied the noUe remains of the daasio age. 
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sages, giyen bj him <m die merits of the case, and in 
defence against the charge, might be spoken in mitiga- 
tion of punishment after a conviction or confession of 
guilt, but, whether we regard the political or forensic 
orations, the Style, both in respect of the reasoning and 
the ornaments, is wholly unfit for the more severe and 
less trifling nature of modern affairs in the senate or 
at the bar. Now, it is altogether otherwise with the 
Greek masters: Changing a few phrases, which the 
difference of religion and of manners might render 
objectionable, — ^moderating, in some degree, the viru- 
lence of invective, especially against private character, 
to suit the chivalrous courtesy of modern hostility, — 
there is hardly one of the poutical or forensic orations 
of the Greeks that might not be delivered in similar 
circumstances before our senate or tribunals ; while 
their funeral and other panegyrical discourses are much 
less inflated and unsubstantial than those of the most 
approved masters of the Epideictic style, the French 
preachers and Academicians. Whence this difference 
oetween the masterpieces of Greek and Roman 
eloquence? Whence but from the rigid steadiness 
with which the Greek orator keeps the object of all 
eloquence perpetually in view, never speaking for mere 
speaking's sake ; — ^while the Latin Bhetorician, *' in- 
genii sui nimium amoAor^' and, as though he deemed 
his occupation a trial of skill, or display of accomplish- 
ments, seems ever and anon to lose sight of the subject 
master in the attempt to illustrate and adorn it ; and 
pours forth passages sweet indeed, but unprofitable- 
fitted to tickle the ear, without reaching the heart 
Where in aU the orations of Cicero, or of him who 
almost equals him, Livy» " wirce faoundioB homo"* 
diall we find anything like those thick successions of 
short questions, in which Demosthenes oftentimes 
forges, aa it were, with a few rapidly following strokes, 

* QniotUian* 
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the whole massiye chain of his argument ; — as, in the 
Chersonese, £1 S' ava^ Sia<pOap{}<rBTat ical Sta\vOfi<rtTaij 
t[ TToififrofiiVj av iirl Xipp6vri(rov ty ; Kpivovfuv Aioir- 
elOtiv; vfi Ala. Kal rt ra TTpayjuara itrrai fiiXrtw; 
a\X 6v0lvSc ]3oi}0TVoff£v awrotc. Sv 8' wo rwv weu- 
fiariDV ixri SvvwfiBda ; dWa fxa AC ovx ri^ei, Koi rig 
iyyvtiT'fig i<m roirov; or, comprising all of a long 
narratiye that suits his argument in a single sentence, 
presenting a lengthened series of events at a single 
glance, — as in the UapaTrp^trjida : — Illvrc yap yg^rf- 
vamv tifitpai fiovai, iv ale — ovroc airfiyyukt ra xpavSn 
— vfiug €7r£(TT€6crarc, — oi Owicctc kiriOoifTO — iviSwKav 
kavTohg — d7rc5Xoi/ro. 

But though the more business-like manner of 
modem debate approaches much nearer the style of 
the Greek than the Latin compositions, it must be 
admitted that it falls short of the great originals in the 
closeness, and, as it were, density of the argument; 
in the habitual sacrifice of all ornament to use, or 
rather in the constant union of the two; so that, 
while a modem orator too frequently has his speech 
parcelled out into compartments, one devoted to argu- 
ment, another to declamation, a third to mere orna- 
ment, as if he should say, — " Now your reason shall 
be convinced ; now I am going to rouse your passions ; 
and now you shall see how I can amuse your fancy," 
— ^the more vigorous ancient argued in declaiming, and 
made his very boldest figures subservient to, or rather 
an integral part of his reasoning. The most figurative 
and highly wrought passage m all antiquity is the 
famous oath in Demosthenes ; yet, in the most pathetic 
part of it, and when he seems to have left the farthest 
behind him the immediate subject of his speech, led 
away by the prodigious interest of the recollections he 
has excited ; when he is naming the very tombs where 
the heroes of Marathon he buried, he instantly, not 
abruptly, but by a most felicitous and easy transition, 
returns into the midst of the main argument of his 
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whole defence — ^that the merits of public seryants, not 
the success of their councils, should be the measure of 
the public gratitude towards them — a position that 
runs through the whole speech, and to which he 
makes the funeral, honours bestowed alike on all the 
heroes, serve as a striking and appropriate support. 
With the same ease does Virgil manage his celebrated 
transition in the Georgics ; where, in the midst of the 
Thracian war, and wmle at an immeasurable distance 
from agricultural topics, the magician strikes the 
ground on the field of battle, where helmets are buried, 
and suddenly raises before us the lonely husbandman, 
in a remote age, peacefully tilling its soil, and driving 
his plough among the rusty armour and mouldering 
remains of the warrior.* 

But if a further reason is required for giving the 
preference to the Greek orators, we may find it m the 
greater diversity and importance of the subjects upon 
which their speeches were delivered. Besides the 
number of admirable orations and of written arguments 
upon causes merely forensic, we have every subject of 
public policy, all the great affairs of state, successively 
forming the topics of discussion. Compare them with 
Cicero in this particular, and the contrast is striking. 
His finest oration for matter and diction together is m 
defence of an individual charged with murder, and 
there is nothing in the case to give it a pubUc interest, 
except that the parties were of opposite factions in the 
state, and the deceased a personal as well as political 
adversary of the speaker. His most exquisite per- 
formance in point of diction, perhaps the most perfect 
prose composition in the language, was addressed to 
one man, in palliation of another's having borne arms 
against him in a war with a personal rival. Even 
the Catilinarians, his most splendid declamations, are 
principally denunciations of a smgle conspirator; the 

* Geoig, L, 493. Scilicet et tempos yenieti cum finibuB iUis, &c 
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Philippics, his most brilliant invectiyes, abuse of a pro- 
fligate leader; and the Verrine orations, charges 
Xinst an indiyidaal governor. Many, indeed almost 
the subjects of his speeches, rise to the rank of 
what the French term Oauaes celebrea; but they 
seldom rise higher.* Of Demosthenes, on the. other 

* The cause of fhbi dfflferenoe between tbe Greek and Roman oratots 
has been so strikingly described by a learned friend of mine, in the follow- 
ing note npon the above passage, that the cdebri^ of his name, were I at 
lil^rty to mention it, is not reqaired to attract the reader's notice: — ** In 
Athens," says he, " an incessant struggle fur independence, for power, or 
for liberty, could not fail to rouse tbe genius of every citizen — to force the 
highest talent to the highest statbn- to animate her counsels with a holy 
zeal — and to afiord to her orators all that, according to the profuundest 
writers of antiquity, is necessary to the sublimest strains of eloqueuoe. 
* Magna eloquentia sicut flamma materia alitur, a motibas ezcitator, 
nrendo clarescit* Hers were not the holiday contests of men who sought 
to dazzle by the splendour of their diction, tbe grace of thdr delivery, the 
propriety and richness of their imagery. Her debates were on the most 
aerions bnainesa which can agitate men — the preservatioii of national 
liberty, honour, independence, and glory. The gifts of genius and the 
perfection of art shed, indeed, a lustre upon the most vigorous exertions of 
her orators — but the oiiject of their thunders was to stir the energies of the 
men of Athens, and to make tyrants tremble, or rivak despair. Borne, 
on the other hand, mistress of the world, at the time when she was most 
distinguished by genius and eloquence, owned no superior, hated no rival, 
dreaded no equaL Nations sought her protection, kings bowed before her 
m^esty, the bosom of her sole dominion was disturbed by no struggle for 
national power, no alarm of foreign danger. While she maintained the 
authority of her laws over the civilized earth, and embraeed under the 
flattering name of allies those who could no longer resist her arms, the 
xevolt of a barbarian king, or the contests of bordering nations with each 
other, prolmged only till she had decided between them, servetl to amuse 
her citizens or her senate, without affecting their tranquillity. Her 
government, though essentially free, was not so popular as the Athenian. 
The severity of her discipline, and the gravity of her manners, diepoeed 
her citizens less to those sudden and powerful emotbns which both excited 
and followed the efforts of the Greek orators. It seems, therefore, reason- 
able to conclude, that the character of Roman eloquence would be distin- 
guished more by art than by passion, by science than by nature. The 
divisions and animosities of party, no doubt, would o|ierate, and did 
operate with their accustomed force. But these are not like the generous 
flame which animates a whole nation to defend its liberty or its honour. 
The discussion of a law upon which the national safety oonld not depend, 
the question whether this or that general should take the command of an 
army, whether this or that province should be allotted to a particular 
minister, whether the petition of a city to be admitted to the privileges of 
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hand, we hare not only many arguments upon cases 
strictly private, and relating to pecuniary matters 
(those generally called the 'liiwriKoi), and many upon 
•interesting subjects, more nearly approaching public 
questions, as, the speech against Midias, which relates to 
an assault on the speaker, but excels in spirit and vehe- 
mence perhaps all his other efforts ; and some which, 
though personal, involve high considerations of public 
policy, as that most beautiful and energetic speech 
against Aristocrates ; but we have all his immortal ora- 
tions upon the state affairs of Greece — ^the Uepi I^r^da" 
vov, embracing the history of a twenty years' adminis- 
tration during the most critical period of Grecian story; 
and the Philippics, discussing every question of foreign 
policy, and of the stand to be made by the civilized 
world against the encroachments of the barbarians. 
Those speeches were delivered upon subjects the most 
important and affecting that could be conceived to the 
whole community ; the topics handled in them were of 
universal application and of perpetual interest. To 
introduce a general observation the Latin orator must 
quit the immediate course of his argument; he must 
for the moment lose sight of the object in view. But 
the Athenian can hardly hold too lofty a tone, or carry 
his view too extensively over the map of human affairs 
for the vast range of his subject — ^the fates of the whole 
commonwealth of Greece, and the stand to be made by 
free and polished nations against barbaric tyrants. 

Roman eitkens -shcnld be granted, or whether some conoeflsion should be 
made to a suppliant king ; — these, with the exception of the debates on 
the Catiline conspiracy, and one or two of the Philippics, form the sub- 
jects of a public nature, on which the mighty genius and consummate art 
of Cicero were bestowed. We are not, therefore, surprised to find that 
those of his orations, in which he bears the best comparison with his rival 
Demosthenes, were delivered in the forum in private causes. In some o^ 
these may be found examples of perhaps the very highest perfection to 
which the art can be carried, of clear, acute, convincing argument, of 
strong natural feeling, and of sudden bursts of pansion ; always, however, 
restrained by the predominating influence of a hi^jhly cultivatcxi art^an 
art little concealed.** 
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After forming and chastening the taste by a diligent 
study of those perfect models, it is necessary to acquire 
correct habits of composition in our own language, first 
by studying the best writers, and next by translating 
copiously into it from the Greek. This is by far the 
best exercise that I am acquainted with for at once 
attaining a pure English diction, and avoiding the 
tameness and regularity of modem composition. But 
the English writers who really unlock the rich sources 
of the language, are those who flourished from the end 
of Elizabeth's to the end of Queen Anne's reign ; who 
used a good Saxon dialect with ease, but correctness 
and perspicuity, — learned in the ancient classics, but 
only enriching their mother tongue where the Attic 
could supply its defects, — ^not overlaying it with a 
j>rofuse pedantic coinage of foreign words, — ^well prac- 
tised in the old rules of composition or rather coUoca- 
tion (frvvOimg), which unite natural ease and variety 
with absolute harmony, and give the author's ideas to 
develop themselves with the more truth and simplicity 
when clothed in the ample folds of inversion, or run ' 
from the exuberant to the eUiptical without ever being 
either redundant or obscure. Those great wits had 
no foreknowledge of such times as succeeded their 
brilliant age, when styles should arise, and for a season 
prevail over both puritj, and nature; and antique re- 
collections — ^now meretriciously ornamented, more than 
half French in the phrase, and to mere figures fantas- 
tically sacrificing the sense — ^now heavily and regularly 
fashioned as if by the plumb and rule, and by the eye 
rather than the ear, with a needless profusion of 
ancient words and flexions, to displace those of our 
own Saxon, instead of temperately supplying its 
defects. Least of all could those lights of English 
eloquence have imagined that men -should appear 
amongst us professing to teach composition, and igno- 
rant of the whole of its rules, and incapable of relishing 
the beauties^ or indeed apprehending the very genius 
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of the language, should treat its pneculiar terms of 
expression and flexion as so many inaccuracies, and 
practise their pupils in correcting the faulty English 
of Addison, and training down to the mecl^aaical 
rhythm of Johnson the Uvely and inimitable measures 
of Bolingbroke. 

But in exhorting you deeply to meditate on the 
beauties of our old English authors, the poets, the 
moralists, and perhaps m<n*e than all these the preach* 
ers of the Augustan age of English letters, do not 
imagine that I would pass over their great defects 
when compared with the renowned stand^urds of severe 
taste in ancient times. Addison may have been pure 
and elegant ; Dryden airy and nervous ; Taylor witty 
and fanciful ; Hooker weighty and various ; but none 
of them united force with beauty — ^the perfection of 
matter with the most refined and chastened style; 
and to one ^arge all, even the most faultless, are 
exposed — ^the offence unknown in ancient times, but 
the besetting sin of later days — ^they always overdid — 
never knowing or feeling wnen they had done enough. 
In nothbg, not even in beauty of collocation ajid har- 
mony of rhythm, is the vast superiority of the chaste, 
vigorous, manly style of the Greek orators and writers 
more conspicuous than in the abstinent use of thw 
prodigious fetculties of expression. A single phrase — 
Bometunes a word — and the work is done — ^the desired 
impression is made, as it were, with one stroke, there 
being nothing superfluous interposed to weaken the 
blow, or br^ik its falL The commanding idea is 
singled out ; it is made to stand forward ; all auxiliaries 
are rejected ; as the Emperor Napoleon selected one 
point in the heart of his adversary's strength, and 
Drought all his power to bear upon that, careless of the 
other points, which he was sure to carrj if he won the 
centre, as sure to have carried in vam if he left the 
centre unsubdued. Far otherwise do modern writers 
make their onset; they resemble rather those cam- 

K 
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paigners who fit out twenty little expeditions at a time, 
to be a laughing-stock if they fail, and useless if they 
succeed : or if they do attack in the right place, so 
divide their forces, from the dread of leaving any one \ 

point unassailed, that they can make no sensible im- | 

•pression where alone it avails them to be felt. It 
seems the principle of such authors never to leave , 

anything unsaid that can be said on any one topic ; to 
run down every idea they start ; to let nothing pass ; ! 

and leave nothmg to the reader, but harass him with 
anticipating everything that could possibly strike hia 
mind. Compare with this effeminate laxity of speech, 
the manly severity of ancient eloquence; or of him 
who approached it, by the happy union of natural 
genius with learned meditation; or of him who so 
marvellously approached still nearer with only the 
familiar knowledge of its least perfect ensamples. 
Mark, I do beseech you, the severe simphcity, the 
subdued tone of the diction, in the most touching parts 
of the " old man Eloquent's"* loftiest passages. In 
the oath, when he comes to the burial place where 
they repose by whom he is swearing, if ever a grand 
epithet were allowable, it is here — ^yet the only one he 
applies is ayaBovg — julo. rovg ev MapaOCjvi irpoKiv- 
SwevaavTag twi; npoy6v(ov — Koi rohg iv UXaraiaig 
wapara^afiivovg — koi rovg ev ^aXafiivi vavjuia^ritravTag 
— Koi Toifg £7r' ^ AprefiKrii^i koI TroXXoic eripovg rohg 
ev Toig SriluiOfrtoig iivr\ixa<n KUfiivovg 'AFAGOY^S 
avdpag. When he would compare the effects of the 
Theban treaty in dispelling the dangers that compassed 
the state round about, to the swift passing away of a 
stormy cloud, he satisfies himself with two words, Simrep 
vi^og — the theme of just admiration to succeeding 
ages ; and when he would paint the sudden approach 
01 overwhelming peril to beset the state, he does it by 
a stroke the picturesque effect of which has not per- 

* Milton applied this phrase to Plato, as veil he might ; but of the 
orator it is yet more descriptive. 
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haps been enough noted — ^likening it to a whirlwind 
or a winter torrent, &<rwep (rKtiwrog fi \ttfxappovQ. It 
is worthy of remark, that in by far the first of all 
Mr. Burke's orations, the passage which is, I believe, 
universally allowed to be the most striking, owes its 
effect to a figure twice introduced in close resemblance 
to these two great expressions, although certainly not 
in imitation of either ; for the original is to be found in 
Livy's description of Fabius's appearance to Hannibal. 
Hyder's vengeance is likened to " a black cloud, that 
hung for a while on the declivities of the mountains," 
and the people who suffered under its devastations, are 
described as "enveloped in a whirlwind of cavalry/' 
Whoever reads the whole passage, will, I think, admit 
that the effect is almost entirely produced by those two 
strokes ; that the amplifications which accompany them, 
as the "blackening of the horizon" — ^the "-menacing 
meteor" — the "storm of unusual fire," rather disarm 
than augment the terrors of the original black cloud ; 
and that the "goading spears of the drivers," and 
"the trampling of pursuing horses," somewhat abate 
the fury of the whirlwind of cavalry. — AovXevovai 
ye fAa&riyo{>fi£voi koI (rrpefiXovfievoi, says the Grecian 
master, to describe the wretched lot of those who had 
yielded to the wiles of the conqueror, in the vain hope 
of securing their liberties in safety. Compare this 
with the choicest of Mr. Burke's invectives of derision 
and pity upon the saipe subject — ^the sufferings of those 
who made peace with Regicide France — and acknow- 
ledge the mighty effect of relying upon a single stroke 
to produce a great effect — ^if you have the master hand 
to give it. " The King of Prussia has hypothecated in 
trust to the Regicides his rich and fertile territories on 
the Rhine, as a pledge of his zeal and affection to the 
cause of Uberty and equality. He has been robbed 
with unbounded liberty, and with the most levelling 
equality. The woods are wasted; the country is 
ravaged ; property is confiscated ; and the people are 
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put to bear a double yoke, in the exactions of a tyran- 
nical government, and in the contributions of a hostile 
conscription." " The Grand Duke of Tuscany, for his 
early sincerity, for his love of peace, and for his entire 
conndence in the amity of the assassins of his family, 
has been complimentea with the name of the * wisest 
Sovereign in EuropeJ This pacific Solomon, or his 
philosophic cudgelled ministry, cudgelled by English 
and by French, whose wisdom and philosophy between 
them have placed Leghorn in the hands of the en^ny 
of the Austrian family, and driven the only profitable 
commerce of Tuscany from its only port." Turn now 
for refreshment to the Athenian artist — KoXiiv y ol 
iroXXoi vvv antiXrii^atnv ^Qpurtav xapiv^ 8ti rotg 
^iXimrov i^iXotg eirirptxpav avrovg, rov S* Ev^pacov 
itodovV KaXijv y 6 S^/ioc 6 tZ>v 'Eperpt^cuv, Srt 
Tovc vftfrlpovc ^v irpi<i-/3ccc aiTT/Acure, KXctrapx^ 8* 
ivi^K^v avTov' BovXivoval ye jutatrriyovjuiivai icat 
(rrp€J3Xoi;ficvo£. — Phil. III. Upon some very rare occar 
sions indeed, the orator, not content with a single 
blow, pours himself all forth in a full tdrrent of invec- 
tive, and then we recognize the man who was said oC 
old to eat shields and steel — aawiSag loai icaraircXrac 
iadiwv. But still the effect is produced without repe- 
tition or difiuseness. I am not aware of any such 
expanded passage as the invective in the TltpX Sre- 
^avov against tiiose who had betrayed the various 
States of Greece to Philip. It is indeed a noble pas- 
sage; one of the most brilliant, perhaps the most 
highly coloured, of any in Demosthenes ; but it is as 
condensed and rapid as it is rich and varied — 'AvOpio- 
iro£ fiiapoi ical ic<{Xaic6C Koi aXatrropsg, riKptoTripiafriuiivoi 
roc iovTwv tfcaoTOc TrarplSag, rifv cXcuOcp/av irpo- 
ir£ir(ii>K((f€c vponpov fiiv ^iXlmrt^, vvv 8l *AX^avopt^ 
— rp yacrrpl /ucrpovvrec ««i i'o*C alfrxltrroig r^v 
evScufiovlav — rfiv 8' iXevOsplav Koi to fiti^iva ix^^ 
Sccnrrfriiv avrwv (a rdig irporipoig "EXXrifriv &po€ 
Twv ayaOwv ijaav kuX icavovcc)* cii/arcrpo^Jrcc (Ilcpl 
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Src^).* — This requires no contrast to make its merit 
shine forth ; but compare it with any of Cicero's in- 
yectives — that, for instance, in the third Catilinarian, 
against the conspirators, where he attacks them regu- 
larly under six different heads, and in above twenty 
times as many words; and ends with the known 
and very moderate jest of their commander keeping 
" Scortorum cohortem Praetoriam." 

The great poet of modern Italy, Dante,t approached 
nearest to the ancients in the quality of which I jiave 
been speaking. In his finest passages you rarely find 
an epithet ; fiardly ever more than one ; and never two 
efforts to embody one idea. " A guisa di Leon quando 
si posa,'' is the single trait by which he compares the 
dignified air of a stem personage to the expression of 
the lion slowly laying him down. It is remarkable 
that Tasso copies the verse entire, but he destroys its 
whole effect by filling up the majestic idea, adding this 



* The olject of chief abhorrence to the old Greeks is remarkably ex- 
pressed in this passage — ^««-fr«7nf is the correlative of ^wXf — and the 
meaning of ^i«-«-«rn* ix*'^ »ltrSp is, ** having an owner or proprietor of 
fhemseives,*' that is, *' being the property, the chattels of any one,"— and 
this they justly deemed the last of human miseries. The addition of the 
cart-whip, and a tropical climate, would not probably have been esteemed 
by them an alleviation of the lot of slavery. 

f This great poet abounds in such master strokes. To give only a few 
examples. The flight of doves : — 

" Con r ali aperte e ferme al dolce nido 
Yolan per Titer, dal voler portate." — (Tnf. v.) 

The gnawing of a skull by a mortal enemv : — 
««Co'daitl 
Che furo all* osso, come d*un can, forti" — {Tnf, xxxiii.) 

The venality and simoniacal practices of the Romish church : — 
** ik dove Cristo tutto di si merca." — (Parad. xvil) 

The perfidy of a Bourbon : — 

** Senz' arme n'esce, e solo con la lancia 

Con la qual giostro Giuda." — {Purg. xx.) 

The pains of dependence :-— 

*' Tu proverai si come sa di sale 

Lo pane altrui, e com' h duro calle 

Lo scendere el salir per 1* altrui 8cale.**^Parad!i xviL) 
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line, " Girando gli occhi e non movendo il passo." 
A better illustration could not easily be found of the 
difference between the ancient and the modern style. 
Another is furnished by a later imitator of the same 
great master. I know no passage of the Divina Corn- 
media, more excursive tban the description of even- 
ing in the Purgatorio ; yet the poet is content with 
somewhat enlarging on a single thought — ^the tender 
recollections which that hour of meditation gives the 
traveller, at the fall of the first night he is to pass 
away from home, when he hears the distant knell of 
the expiring day. Gray adopts the idea of the knell 
in nearly tne words of the original, and adds eight 
other circumstances to it, presentmg a kind of ground- 
plan, or at least a catalogue, an accurate enumeration 
(like a natural historian's), of every one particular 
belonging to nightfall, so as wholly to exhaust the 
subject, and leave nothing to the imagination of the 
reader. Dante's six verses, too, have but one epithet, 
dolci, applied to amid* Gray has thirteen or fourteen ; 
some 01 them mere repetitions of the same idea which 
the verb or the substantive conveys — ^as drowsy tinkl- 
ings lull, — ^the moping owl complains, — ^the ploughman 
plods his weary way. Surely when we contrast the 
simple and commanding majesty of the ancient writers 
with the superabundance and diffusion of the exhaustive 
method, we may be tempted to feel that there lurks 
some alloy of bitterness in the excess of sweets. This 
was so fully recognized by the wise ancients, that it 
became a proverb among them, as we learn from an 
epigram still preserved, 

E/f *TiJj> fAirpUnnrei, 

TI&9 ro {Tf^/TToy Amu^hv, ivil Tioyog earl vu>.etiou 

'Clg »eti Tov fiiiXtTog, ro xXioy hrl xfi^i* 

In forming the taste by much contemplation of those 
antique models, and acquiring the habits of easy and 
chaste composition^ it must not be imagined that all 
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the labour of the orator is ended, or that he may then 
dauntless and fluent enter upon his office in the public 
assembly. Much preparation is still required before 
each exertion, if rhetorical excellence is aimed at. I 
should lay it down as a rule, admitting of no exception, 
that a man will speak well in proportion as he has 
written much ; and that with equal talents, he will be 
the finest extempore speaker, when no time for pre- 
paring is allowed, who has prepared himself the most 
sedulously when he had an opportunity of delivering a 
premeditated speech. All the exceptions which I have 
ever heard cited to this principle, are apparent ones 
only, proving nothing more than that some few men, 
of rare gemus, have become great speakers without 
preparation ; in nowise showing, that with preparation 
they would not have reached a much higher jjitch of 
excellence. The admitted superiority of the ancients in 
all oratorical accomplishments, is the best proof of my 
position ; for their careful preparation is undeniable ; 
nay, in Demosthenes (of whom Quintilian says, that 
his style indicates more premeditation — plus curce — 
than Cicero's) we can trace, by the recurrence of the 
same passage, with progressive improvements in differ- 
ent speeches, how nicely he polished the more exquisite 
parts of his compositions. I could point out favourite 
passages, occurring as often as three several times with 
variations, and manifest amendment. 

I am now requiring, not merely great preparation 
while the speaker is learning his art, but after he has 
accomplished his education. The most splendid effort 
of the most mature orator will be always finer for 
being previously elaborated with much care. There 
is, no doubt, a charm in extemporaneous elocution, 
derived from the appearance of artless unpremeditated 
effusion, called forth by the occasion, and so adapting 
itself to its exigencies, which may compensate the 
manifold defects incident to this kind of composition : 
that which is inspired by the unforeseen circumstances 
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of the moment, will be of necessity suited to those 
circumstances in the choice of the topics, and pitched 
in the tone of the execution, to the feelings upon which 
it is to operate. These are great virtues : it is another 
to avoid the besetting vice of modern oratory — ^the 
overdoing everything — ^the exhaustive method — ^which 
an off-hand speaker has no time to fall into, and he 
accordingly will take only the grand and effective 
view: nevertheless, in oratorical merit, such effusions 
must needs be very inferior; much of the pleasure 
they produce depends upon the hearer's surprise, that 
in such circumstances anything can be delivered at all, 
rather than upon his dehberate judgment, that he has 
heard anything very excellent in itself. We may rest 
assured that the highest reaches of the art, and without 
any necessary sacrifice of natural effect, can only be 
attained by him who well considers, and maturely 
prepares, and oftentimes sedulously corrects and re^ 
fines his oration. Such preparation is quite consistent 
with the introduction of passages prompted by the 
occasion ; nor will the transition from the one to the 
other be perceptible in the execution of a practised 
master. I have known attentive and skilful hearers 
completely deceived in this matter, and taking for 
extemporaneous passages which previously existed in 
manuscript, and were pronounced without the variation 
of a particle or a pause. Thus, too, we are told by 
Cicero in one of his epistles, that having to make, in 
Pompey's presence, a speech after Crassus had very 
unexpectedly taken a particular line of argument, he 
exerted himself, and it appears successlully, in a 
marvellous manner, mightily assisted, in what he said 
extempore, by his habit of rhetorical preparation, and 
introducing skilfully, as the inspiration of the moment, 
all his favourite common-places, with some of which, 
as we gather from a good-humoured joke at his own 
expense, Crassus had interfered: "Ego autem ipse, 
Di Bonil quomodo ivtirepTreptvirainriv novo auditor! 
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Fompeio! Si unquam mihi ^rcpfoSoi, si Kajj.irai, si 
ivOv/ATf/nara, si icara<rfc£val, suppeditayerunty illo tem- 
pore. Quid multa ? clamores. — Etenim haBC erat 
inroOefTiQ, de gravitate ordinis, de equestri concordia, 
de consensione Italiae, de immortuis reliquiis conjurer 
tioDis, de yilitate, de otio — ^nosti jam in h&c materia 
sonitus nostros ; tanti fuenmt, ut ego eo brevior sim, 
quod eos usque isthinc exauditos putem." — Up. ad 
Att., L, 14. 

If, from contemplating the means of acquiring 
eloquence, we turn to the noble purposes to which it 
may be made subservient, we at once perceive its 
prodigious importance to the best interests of mankind. 
The greatest masters of the art have concurred, and 
upon the greatest occasion of its display, in pronouncing 
that its estimation depends on the virtuous and rationed 
use made of it. Let their sentiments be engraved on 
your memory in their own pure and appropriate 
diction. KaAov (says iEschines) rr/v fiiv havoiav 
irpoaipH(r6ai ra piXritna^ ri)v o) traiStlav rfiv row 
prtTopoc ical rov Mjov irdOtiv rohg aicoiiovrac — ct 8l 
fifi, TTiv Evyvtofioaivriv dd nporaicriov rov \6yov-r- 
(Kara Krijflri^wvroc). "E<yri (says his illustrious anta- 
gonist) 8' ov\ 6 Xoyoc Tov priTopog rtfiiog, ov8' 6 rrfvoc 
rijc ^wvSCj oAXa ro rairi irpoaipiitfOai rdig iroXXoig 
" — {iirlp Kri|<r.) 

It is but reciting the ordinary praises of the art of 
persuasion, to remind you how sacred truths may be 
most ardently promulgated at the altar — the cause of 
oppressed innocence be most powerfully defended — ^the 
march of wicked rulers be most triumphantly resisted 
— defiance the most terrible be hurled at the oppres- 
sor's head* In great convulsions of public affaurs, or 
in bringing about salutary changes, every one confesses 
how important an ally eloquence must be. But in 
peaceful times, when the progress of events is slow 
and even as the silent and unheeded pace of time, and 
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the jars of a mighty tumult in foreign and domestic 
concerns can no longer be heard, then too she flourishes, 
— ^protectress of liberty, — ^patroness of improvement, — 
guardian of all the blessmgs that can be showered 
upon the mass of human kind ; nor is her form ever 
seen but on ground consecrated to free institutions. 
" Pacis comes, otiique socia, et jame bene constitutae 
reiptiblicsB alumna eloquentia." To me, calmly revolv- 
ing these things, such pursuits seem far more noble 
objects of ambition than any upon which the vulgar 
herd of busy men lavish prodigal their restless 
exertions. To diffuse useful information, — ^to further 
intellectual refinement, sure forerunner of moral 
improvement, — ^to hasten the coming of the bright day 
when the dawn of general knowledge shall chase away 
the lazy, lingering mists, even from the base of the 
social great pyramid ; — ^this indeed is a high calling, 
in which the most splendid talents and consummate 
virtue may well press onward, eager to bear a part. I 
know that I speak in a place consecrated by the pious 
wisdom of ancient times to the instruction of but a 
select portion of the community. Yet from this classic 
ground have gone forth those whose genius, not their 
ancestry, ennobled them ; whose incredible merits have 
opened to all ranks the temple of science; whose 
illustrious example has made the humblest emulous to 
climb steeps no longer inaccessible, and enter the 
unfolded gates, burmng in the sun. I speak in that 
city where Black having once taught, and Watt 
learned, the grand experiment was afterwards made in 
our day, and with entire success, to demonstrate that 
the highest intellectual cultivation is perfectly com- 
patible with the daily cares and toils of working men ; 
to show by thousands of living examples that a keen 
relish for the most sublime truths of science belongs 
alike to every class of mankind. 

To promote this, of all objects the most important^ 
men of talents and of influence I rejoice to behold 
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pressing forward in every part of the empire ; but I 
wait with impatient anxietj to see the same course 
pursued by men of high station in society, and by men 
of rank in the world of letters. It should seem as if 
these felt some little lurking jealousy, and those were 
somewhat scared by feelings of alarm — ^the one and 
the other surely aliKe groundless. No man of science 
needs fear to see the day when scientific excellence 
shall be too vulvar a commodity to bear a high price. 
The more widely knowledge is spread, the more will 
they be prized whose happy lot it is to extend its 
bounds by discovering new truths, or multiply its uses 
by inventing new modes of applying it in practice. 
Their numbers will indeed be mcreased, and amon^ 
them more Watts and more Franklins will be enrolled 
among the lights of the world, in proportion as more 
thousands of the working classes, to which Franklin 
and Watt belonged, have their thoughts turned to- 
wards philosophy; but the order of discoverers and 
inventors will still be a select few, and the only 
material variation in their proportion to the bulk of 
mankind will be, that the mass of the ignorant multi- 
tude being progressively diminished, the body of those 
will be incalculably increased who are worthy to admire 
genius, and able to bestow upon its possessors an im- 
mortal fame. 

To those, too, who feel alarmed as statesmen, and 
friends of existmg establishments, I would address a 
few words of comfort. Real knowledge never pro- 
moted either turbulence or unbelief; but its progress 
is the forerunner of liberality and enlightened tolera- 
tion. Whoso dreads these, let him tremble ; for he 
may be well assured that their day is at length come 
and must put to sudden flight the evil spirits of 
tyranny and persedlition, which haunted the long 
night now gone down the sky. As men will no longer 
suifer themselves to be led blindfold in ignorance, so 
will they no more yield to the vile principle of judging 
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and treating their fellow-creatures, not according to 
the intrinsic merit of their actions, but according to 
the accidental and involuntary coincidence of their 
opinions. The Great Truth has finally gone forth to 
ail the ends of the earth, that max shall no mobb 

BENDEB ACCOUNT TO MAN FOB HIS BELIEF, OVEB WHICH 

HE HAS HiMSBLF NO CONTBOL. Heuceforward, nothing 
shall prevail upon us to praise or to blame any one for 
that which he can no more change than he can the hue 
of his skin or the height of his stature. Henceforward, 
treating with entire respect those who conscientiously 
differ irom ourselves, the only practical effect of the 
difference will be, to make us enlighten the ignorance 
on one side or the other from which it springs, by 
instructing them, if it be theirs ; ourselves, if it be our 
own, to the end that the only kind of unammity may 
be produced which is desirable among rational beings 
— the agreement proceeding from full conviction after 
the freest discussion. Far then, very far, from the 
universal spread of knowledge being the object of just 
apprehension to those who watch over the peace of the 
country, or have a deep interest in the permanence of 
her institutions, its sure effect will be the removal of 
the only dangers that threaten the public tranquillity, 
and the addition of all that is wantmg to confirm her 
internal strength. 

Let me, therefore, indulge in the hope, that, among 
the illustrious youths whom this ancient kingdom, 
famed alike for its nobility and its learning, has pro- 
duced, to continue her fame through after ages, pos- 
sibly among those I now address, tnere may be found 
some one — I ask no more — ^willing to give a bright 
example to other nations in a path yet untrodden, by 
taking the lead of his fellow-citizens, — not in frivolous 
amusements, nor in the degrading pursuits of the 
ambitious vulgar, — ^but in the truly noble task of en- 
lightening the mass of his countrymen, and of leaving 
his own name no longer encircled, as heretofore, with 
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barbaric splendour, or attached to courtly gewgaws, 
but illustrated by the honours most worthy of our 
rational nature — coupled with the diffusion of know- 
ledge — ^and gratefully pronounced through all ages by 
miluons whom .his wise beneficence has rescued from 
ignorance and vice. To him I will say, " Homines ad 
Deos nulla re propius accedunt quam salutem homini- 
bus dando : nihil habet nee fortuna tua majus quam ut 
possis, nee natura tua melius quam ut velis servare 
quamplurimos." This is the true mark for the aim of 
all who either prize the enjoyment of pure happiness, 
or set a right value upon a high and unsulUed renown. 
— And if the benefactors of mankind, when they rest 
from their pious labours, shall be permitted to enjoy 
hereafter, as an appropriate reward of their virtue, the 
privilege of looking down upon the blessings with 
which their toils and sufferings have clothed the scene 
of their former existence ; do not vainly imagine that 
in a state of exalted purity and wisdom, the founders 
of mighty dynasties, the conquerors of new empires, or 
the more vulgar crowd of evil-doers, who have sacri- 
ficed to their own aggrandizement the good of their 
fellow-creatures, will be gratified by contemplating the 
monuments of their inglorious fame : — ^theirs will be 
the delight — theirs the triumph — ^who can trace the 
remote effects of their enlightened benevolence in the 
improved condition of their species, and exult in the 
reflection, that the prodigious change they now survey, 
with eyes that age and sorrow can make dim no more 
— of knowledge become power — virtue sharing in the 
dominion — superstition trampled under foot — tyranny 
driven from the world — ^are the fruits, precious though 
costly, and though late reaped, yet long enduring, of 
all the hardships and all the hazards they encountered 
here below I 
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CICERO* 



A FREE translation of two chosen Orations, without any 
apparent object of illustration, and with no great feU- 
city of execution, is evidently a proceeding which calls 
for the cognizance of th^ Courts Critical. Mr. Kelsall 
does not profess to give his book as a help to learners 
of the Latin language* He has added so few notes to 
the text, that explanation is clearly not his purpose ; 
he propounds no new readings, nor discusses those of 
other commentators. Exceptmg a page of advertise- 
ment, he gives nothing by way of remark upon the 
original, or the matters connected with the history of 
the cause ; and the postscript concerning Sicily is so 
avowedly unconnected with the body of the work, that 
he apologizes for introducing it. We are reduced, 
therefore, to the necessity of concluding that his view 
in this publication, is to clothe the two celebrated 
orations in an English dress, and exhibit a specimen 
either of Roman eloquence to those who are ignorant 
of Latin or of English diction appUed to the topics 
and sentences — ^in a word to the composition — of the 
Roman orator. An adventure more alarming to such 
as have well studied the original, and are masters of 



• The two last Pleadings of Marcus TvUius Cicero against Caius Verres. 
Translated and illustrated with Notes, By Charles Kelsall, Esq., au- 
thor of a letter from Athens. To which is added, a Postscript, contain- 
ing Remarks on the State of Modem Sicily. 8vo, pp. 870. White, 
London, 1812. 
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the comparatiye niceties of the two languages, cannot 
easily he conceived, unless perhaps the translation of 
Tacitus or the Georgics — which seems to be quite 
impossible. We suspect that Mr. Eelsall's Uterary 
courage would be somewhat diminished by a more 
intimate acquaintance with the tongues which it is the 
nature of a design like his to bring into contrast and 
competition. A few words may be premised upon both 
parts of the design. 

The object of enabling mere English readers to taste 
the beauties of ancient oratory, seems scarcely worth 
the pains which it requires. For, in the first place, 
there are not many persons who care much for ancient 
oratory, to whom it is not accessible in the original 
languages, — a remark peculiarly applicable to the 
Latm: and then it is clear that the success of this 
attempt must be necessarily yery limited, since the 
most exquisite translation, one which should be both 
perfectly close and perfectly English, would after all 
be only English oratory, in the part of rhetoric which 
consists of diction strictly so called. But it is plain 
that in order to enter into the spirit of the original 
thus far, in order to relish all its beauties, save those 
peculiar to the Latin, not merely a perfect translation 
would be required, but such a knowledge of customs, 
history, institutions — ^in short, of everythmg belonging 
to the Romans, except their language-— as can scarcely 
be expected to exist in any one ignorant of that lan- 
guage. Without such a knowledge, however, the best 
possible translation must be a motley work in most 
cases ; a production full of incongruity, and neither a 
Latin speech nor an English one. 

The other object then se^ms to be the only one 
which deserves much attention ; and, doubtless, there 
is a good deal to interest us in the experiment upon 
the genius of the two languages. The point is to show 
how the ancient orator would have expressed himself 
had everything been as it was in Rome, except the 
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language, and to see how near an English speech we 
can come, by skilful translation. As this must be a 
mere experiment on language, there can be no advan- 
tage in choosing subjects which tend to perplex it, by 
presenting forms of expression peculiar to ancient 
times. Nor, indeed, where the plan is to obtain a piece 
which will read as nearly as possible like an English 
speech, ought we to take one, the topics of which 
must perpetually remind us that it is a translation. 
The manners of the nations of antiquity were so differ- 
ent from ours — ^their religious systems, more especially, 
present such a contrast — and their mythology exer- 
cised so constant an influence upon their feelings and 
habits of thinking, that scarcely any of their oratori- 
cal compositions can be found whicn will not in some 
passages, translate it how we may, forcibly, and rather 
violently, recall to us its ancient origin, not merely 
by references to peculiar customs, but by the tone of 
sentiment that pervades them. Actions are observed 
to rouse the old orator's feelings, and events to interest 
him, which to us appear nearly indifferent, or such, at 
least, as would not bear to be dwelt upon before a 
modern audience. Many things vdth the Greeks and 
Romans most venerable, have not merely lost their 
sanctity in our eyes, but present contemptible, and 
even ludicrous ideas to us: hence, any allusion to 
them, or any expression of the feelings connected with 
them, or even a reference to the habits of thinking 
which those feelings have produced, must have an 
operation most unpropitious to the project which we 
are now contemplating. Yet something may be done 
by a sort of sympathy, where such passages are very 
splendid in execution, and do not occur at every step : 
we may work ourselves into a temporary state of feel- 
ing, similar to that of the orator and his audience; 
and, at all events, their infrequent recurrence may 
prevent* any serious interruption of the design. But, 
surely, to select orations almost entirely composed of 
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them, — ^founded altogether on the peculiarities of the 
classical manners, — ^perpetually addressed to feelings 
which no modern can, without an effort of recollection, 
a conunentarj, a history, and a pause, enter into, and 
which he must be a scholar to understand at all, — ^is 
to adopt the precaution best adapted to secure the 
failure of the experiment. It is equally obvious, that 
to take for translation a speech more interesting for 
the substance than the composition, — ^valuable rather 
on account of the facts detailed in it, and the light which 
it throws upon ancient times, than for its rhetorical 
excellence, — ^is sacrificing the object which we are sup- 
posing to be in view, and recurring to the other, first 
mentioned, in its most questionable shape ; there being 
little chance of finding persons ignorant of the origind 
language, especially if it be Latin, yet so much in- 
terested in the concerns of those who spoke it, as to 
search after them among the remains of their oratory, 
instead of consulting histories and didactic treatises. 

These remarks apply, we much fear, with no ordi- 
nary force, to the work before us; the production 
certainly of a sensible and accomplished man, and one 
whose opportunities appear to have been enviable of 
observing the remains of ancient art; a man, too, 
whose turn of mind, and cast of sentiment, we have 
every inclination to approve, from all the specimens of 
them that appear in his writings. Our first objection 
to his book is, that he has chosen the wrong orations. 

It cannot be doubted, that, in the conduct of the 
great cause against Verres, Cicero displayed the whole 
resources of his genius. He was in the prime of life ; 
he had the novelty to stimulate him of appearing for 
the first time as an accuser; he had, by a previous 
successful conflict, obtained the uncontroiled manage- 
ment of the impeachment ; it was a child of his own 
care from the beginning. In coUecting the materials, 
he had, as nearly as possible, been an eve-witness of 
the facts ; he had arranged the cause with a view to 
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Ills own exertions ; he had an audience of all that was 
noble, enlightened, virtuous, or refined, from every 
part of Italy ; he addressed a tribunal at once popular 
and select ; his clients were the oppressed people of a 
mighty province, in importance rivalling the imperial 
state ; but, above all, he had such a subject, so copi- 
ous, so various, so abounding, with the very topics 
which an orator would fancy to give his talents their 
full scope, that it was scarcely a merit to handle it 
with eloquence. Such a wonderful combination of 
circumstances never yet prepared the field for the 
triumphs of* the art; — so grand an occasion for the 
display of forensic power, will, in all likelihood, never 
again exist. It is enough to say, that the orator 
surpassed by his execution the singular excellence of 
his materials ; and, instead of being overwhelmed by 
their magnitude, only drew from thence the means of 
another perfection, m the skill and discretion of his 
selection. So at least all appears upon paper. But it 
abates somewhat of the interest which we feel in this 
renowned cause, to reflect that, with a trifling excep- 
tion, it exists on paper merely; and that none of the 
orations against Verres were delivered but the first, 
which is only a short and general introduction to the 
subject.* Among the rest, the two which Mr. Eelsall 
has translated, were written only, and were published 
after Verres had brought the whole affair to a close, 
as far as judicial proceeding were concerned, by 
going into voluntary exile. Here, then, is our first 
objection to Mr.. KelsalVs choice. It appears that the 
ancients so highly venerated the oratorical art, and 
were so much in the habit of regarding it as an art, 
and its productions as works extremely artificial, that 
they saw nothing absurd in what has among us become 
almost proverbially ridiculous, " a speech intended to 
have been spoken." They had not, moreover, the 

* The DivmatiOf of course, we pass over, as not belonging properly to 
the case. 
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other facilities of publication which the press gives us ; 
and, referring everything to their ordinary mode of 
communication, in popular meetings, they wrote and 
published speeches pretty much as our modern orators 
sometimes speak pamphlets ; and would probably have 
held a speech made for the sake of being published, in 
as great ridicule as we do one that is published with- 
out having been delivered. Even the grand Philippic 
itself, the " canspieucB divina Philippieajhrnce"* was 
in this predicament ; and there seems some reason to 
doubt whether the finest of all his orations, the pro 
Milone, could have been delivered more than in form, 
under the circumstances of tumult and disorder which 
marked the day. Now, to pass over other considera- 
tions, with the knowledge of these particulars, nothing 
can be more grating to a modern reader, whose idea . 
of eloquence is that of something natural, heartfelt, 
inartificial, and extemporaneous, than the manifest con- 
viction of using artifice and preparation, which the 
orator incurs as often as we come to a passage only 
adapted to a speech, and still more in those instances 
where he had anticipated something which was to 
happen while he went on, and provided himself with 
an extemporaneous burst for the occasion. There are 
few passages of any merit or distinction, which do not 
fall within the first part of the observation ; but we 
confine ourselves to the more glaring absurdity, as it 
strikes modern readers, of those passages that belong 
to the latter description. " Superiori omni oratione" 
(says Cicero, in the Oratio Frumentaria, alluding to 
one which was no more delivered than that speech 
itself) " perattentos vestros animos habuimus : id fuit 
nobis gratum admodum."t The judges appear to have 
continued equally attentive to the end ; for, in the De 

• Vohferis a prima gum proxima — a form of expression which we do 
not criticise because accustomed to it as Juvenal's ; yet no modem poet 
durst use so lame and prosaic a mode of reckomng to fill np his metre. 

t Act, IL, lib. 8, c. 5. 
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SuppliciiSy we find him acknowled^g again^ '^ QuaBso, 
utfecistis adhuc, diligenter attendite."* 

So in the Second Philippic, which was written with 
the intention of not being pubhshed for some time, and 
certainly neyer meant to he spoken at all, sitting at 
his Formian Villa, he complains of Antony for fining 
the place in which he is speaking with armed men, 
and alludes to the senate being held in the temple of 
Concord, t which draws from him a passionate ex- 
clamation; and he afterwards gives a lively picture 
of the effects of his statement upon Antony, present 
and suffering under it. He is first terrified when a 
particular topic is mentioned : *' Non dissimulat Patres 
Conscripti; apparet esse commotum — sudat — pallet, 
quidlibet, mode ne nauseet, faciat, quod in portion 
Minutia fecit." ^ Then after goine through the topic, 
he mentions the effects which it had produced : " ]N urn 
expectas dum te stimulis fodiam? Haec te, si ullam 

?artem habes sensiJys lacerat, haBC cruentat oratio." 
^he Romans regarding an oration as we do a dramatic 
performance, in the hght of a composition professedly 
prepared most elaborately, were probably no more 
offended with such marks of art, than we are in read- 
ing the dialogue and stage directions of a play. But 
anything that impresses upon our minds the idea of 
" getting up" anything theatrical, is so £eu* from being 
tolerated in a speech, that we are thus wont to charac- 
terize it by names drawn from the stage, and never 
fail to feel dis^ted with its introduction into the 
business of real life. 

It appears somewhat doubtful to us whether Mr. 
Eelsall had obtained a very accurate knowledge of the 
history of the cause against Yerres, when he began 
his Translations I Certainly some things occur in the 
first of the two, which look as if he thought they had 
been actually delivered. Towards the beginning of 

• Act. II., Ub. 6, c 17. t P^ H-. c- 8- 

X Ibid, c. 84. 
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the De Signis, speaJdng of two statues, Cicero says 
they were called Canephoras; and proceeds as if he 
had forgotten the artist's name, and was reminded of 
it: "sed earum artificem, quem? quemnam? recte 
admones, Polycletum esse dicebant."* In the note to 
this passage (p. 116), our author observes, "Here, 
probably, some one reminded Cicero of the name of 
the sculptor ;" whereas it is only one of the artifices to 
which we have been alluding, and of which the same 
oration affords a similar example, in the passage where 
he affects to be reminded, bv a ring of Piso's, of some- 
thing which he had almost K)rgotten.t The translator, 
however, has in another place committed a similar 
mistake in a more serious manner. It is where Cicero, 
arguing upon evidence, contends vehemently, and in 
abrupt sentences, that he has the most irrefragable 
proofs of Verres baving carried the statue of Mercury 
away, and insists that it is in vain for him to deny it. 
"Publicas litterae sunt," he says, "deportatum esse 
Mercurium Messanam sumpttl pubhco. Dicunt quanti ; 
prssfuisse huicnogotio pubuce legatum Poleam. Quid? 
is ubi est? praesto est: testis est. Proagori Sopatri 
jusstl. Quis est hie? qui ad statuam a<&trictus est. 
Quid? is ubi est? testis est. Vidistis hominem et 
verba ejus audistis.**J Our author supposes Poleas 
and Sopater to be actually called as witnesses, and 
examined during this part of the speech. He trans- 
lates it thus: "There are written documents, and I 
do proclaim, that the Mercury was transported to 
Messana. They ask for how much? I say that 
Poleas was commissioned to do it. Where is roleas ? 
Here he is, listen to his testimony." {Here Poleas is 
brought to the bar, and says, "It was removed by 
order of Sopater the Mayor.") "Where is he who 

♦ Act. II., Kb. 4, c 3. 

t Ibid, Ub. 4, c. 26. Quintilian mentions both these passages as 
examples of the same figure, IX., 2. 
t lb., c 42. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CICBEO. 153 

was strapped to the statue ? Call him in. Listen to 
his deposition." {Here Sopater probably gave his 
deposition; and having done so, left the Court.) 
" You have seen the man, and heard his testimony." — 
(P. 68.) Now the whole of this is mere imagination, 
founded in mistakes of the sense, and humoured by- 
twisting and adding to the text. The orator clearly 
asks all these questions, and answers them himself. 
He had been immediately before giving the history of 
Sopater's ill treatment; and commg to grapple with 
the argument upon the proof that Verres had carried 
away the statue, he shqws it to be complete in all its 
parts. The passage should run as follows ; for there 
are almost as many faults as words in Mr. Eelsall's 
version : — " The despatches state that the Mercury was 
conveyed to Messana at the public expense; they tell 
us the amount ; they inform us that Poleas was publicly 
deputed to superintend this business. What roleas ? 
and where is he ? He is here, he is a witness. But 
Sopater the magistrate gave the orders ? Who is he ? 
Why, the very man who was bound to the statue! 
Where is he? He too is a witness; and you have 
yourselves seen him, and heard his evidence!" — It 
argues no common inattention in our author to have 
fallen into this blunder; for in the part immediately 
preceding, Cicero refers several times to Sopater as 
having fuready given his evidence (see c. 39 and 40) ; 
and professes to give his accoimt of the treatment of 
Sopater from the evidence. We will venture to say, 
that in the whole of the unspoken speeches agd^inst 
Verres there is no such fiction as Mr. KelsalPs 
translation here imputes to Cicero, that of suffering 
a witness to be called, and to give a particular 
deposition. In fact, the only evidence introduced in 
the course of these orations, consists of documentary 
evidence, read by the officer of the court: either 
despatches, or accounts, or depositions taken in Sicily, 
or those taken in the first action — a reference to 
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which last he eyidenUy makes in the passage above. 
We are pretty sure, indeed, that no one can read these 
orations without being convinced that Cicero purposely 
relied on the evidence abeadj adduced ; for wough he 
several times affirms that he has witnesses to carry hia 
case farther, he holds this to be quite superfluous, after 
the body of proof already adduced. This is clearly 
the course which his excellent judgment would have 

Eointed out, even if the orations h^ been delivered; 
ut how much more expedient was it to rely on that 
evidence alone, when he was only writing against 
Yerres speeches never to be spoken, and without the 
means of going beyond the testimony already ad«- 
duced? In another passage {note 36, p. 132), our 
author appears still to treat these orations as having 
been deUvered ; but at the end of the notes to the De 
Supplidis, that is, in the last two pages of the work, 
he states the fact as it really was. One is almost 
tempted to suspect that this important circumstance 
had till then escaped him. 

Another objection to the choice of these orations, is 
their length. The experiment would have been much 
more conveniently tried upon a smaller scale. They 
are in fact the two longest of all Cicero's orations. In 
the space occupied by one of them, he might have 
included four or five of the most finished orations; 
those too which are less encumbered with details, and 
the beauties of which consist more especially in the 
composition. 

But the radical objection to the choice of these 
specimens is derived from the nature of their subjects. 
That both of them are monuments of the transcendent 
genius of the master, and that their workmanship is 
exquisitely perfect, even in the parts least attractive to 
ormnary modem readers, we readily admit But with 
a reference to the design of making that which shall 
as nearly as possible resemble an English speech, both 
subjects are faulty. The Romans regarded the statues 
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and pictures of their gods, the chief ohject of Verres's 
pillage, with religious veneration ; and accordingly that 
pillage was viewed also as sacrilege. The vehemence 
of the orator, therefore, in exposing it, and the im- 
portance attached by him to every minute particular 
respecting the fate of each work, cannot fail to appear 
excessive in our eyes. Nothing can more clearly snow 
the difference of the feelings with which the original 
and the translation must be read by those to whom 
they are respectively addressed than the peroration of 
the whole cause. It consists of apostrophes or prayers 
to all the deities, to direct the judges in their deter- 
mination: but the topics by wmch he implores them 
are almost entirely drawn from the injuries offered 
to their statues and temples by Yerres. His most 
enormous crimes — crimes that in all ages, and in 
every form into which society can be moulded, must 
excite equal horror — scarcely afford the matter of a 
single adjuration. If they are alluded to, it is in 
passing on to the matter more personally interesting 
to the gods and goddesses, and therefore more awfm 
to the feelings of the audience. So it is in various 
other parts of these orations; where, after working 
our feelings up to the highest pitch, by the finest 
painting of vicious excesses and their miserable effects, 
the whole is wound up with what to us seems a pure 
anticlimax, a disrespect to some " Nymph of the Grot." 
The De Suppliciis, which comprehends, in fact, the 
naval and nuhtary administration of Yerres, as well as 
his cruelties, affords certainly a wider field, and pre- 
sents us with new topics of permanent and universal 
interest. Yet there are few passages of it that do not 
in some particulars address themselves to feelings in 
which a modern reader can partake very little. The 
severity of Roman manners in some pomts, how lax 
soever in others, stamped a peculiar odium upon 
certain acts, to us merely indifferent. Other things, 
which we either consider as innocent, or at most 
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regard as excusable levities, were proscribed as con- 
trary to that capricious, but stern decorum, the viola- 
tion of which shocked their feelings more than the 
greatest enormities. Hence, such deviations are re- 
prehended by the orator with a gravity which to us 
seems ludicrous ; and even if we can get over that 
sensation, they are placed in such a manner upon the 
scale of delinquencies as to jar with our most rooted 
feelings. When he is making the father of Verres 
sum up his iniquities at the close of one noted division 
of the oration, the first acts enumerated are those of 
culpable negligence — ^the next of official corruption; 
then follows the connivance at and protection of piracy; 
then the judicial murder of citizens in furtherance of 
his collusion with the pirates ; and after these enor- 
mities follow those of inviting matrons to a banquet, 
and appearing in public with a long purple robe. 
This last crime is frequently insisted upon, and the 
denunciation of it composes the chief part of that 
famous passage, so much praised by Quintilian for its 
picturesque effect in one place, and for its uncommon 
dignity in another: "Stetit soleatus praetor populi 
Romani, cum pallio purpureo, tunicaque talari, mufier- 
cula nixus in fitore."* No translation can be given of 
this, which shalhhave any pretensions to the climax, 
as well as dignity of the original; though certainly 
Mr. Kelsall does not lessen the difficulty by disjointing 
it, and throwing in his favourite ** My Lords,'' there 
being, by the way, no '^fudices" in the original. The 
harshness of the Roman feelings on many subjects 
presents still more grating passages. There is no 
more vehement declamation in the whole speech than 
that against his sparing a pirate's life; and this not 
because the motive of the clemency was corrupt, but 
because it was intolerable that an enemy of the Koman 
name should be suffered to live longer than was 

• Ad, II., lib. 6, c. 33. 
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absolutely necessary. His chief topic is, that even the 
general who obtains a triumph only keeps the hostile 
captains, *•' ut, his per triumphum ductis, pulcherrimum 
spectaculum, fructumque victorise popmus Romanus 
percipere possit ;" — ^and then, the instant the car sets 
out from the forum, they are flung into prison, and 
put to death, — the which seems to give the orator 
a wonderful satisfaction.* Yet we presume no one 
but an Indian orator would now venture on such a 
topic. 

But this adoration of the majesty of the Roman 
people, is the diversity which most frequently and 
most violently offends the modem reader ; indeed, it 
runs through almost every part of the oration. Thus, 
after describing the corrupt intrigue by which Cleo- 
menes was entrusted, with the fleet (for the same 
reason that Uriah was placed in the front of the 
battle), he breaks out into an ungovernable transport, 
and all because this Cleomenes was a Syracusan. He 
asks where he is to begin upon such a shocking sub-t 
ject; and after the most passionate strain of inter- 
rogation, and apostrophizing Verres, he exclaims, " 
dii immortalesf Qmd? si harum ipsarum civitatum 
navibus," &c. — "Syracusanus Cleomenes jussus est 
imperare ? Non omnis honos, ab isto dignitatis, sequi- 
tatis, officiique sublatus est?" — and therewithal con- 
tinues the topic in new details. The oration is, indeed, 
planned with a direct reference to this national feeUng ; 
which, far from exciting our sympathy, is to the modern 
reader almost as intolerable as it must have been to 
the unhappy sufferers under it. Having gone through 
Verres's maladministration in all its branches — his 
peculation, extortion, and cruelties; having described 
scenes of cold-blooded murder, to which we verily 
believe Rome alone could ever furnish a parallel; 
after leading us through scenes, in which, among other 

• Act. II., Ub. 6, c 30. 
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sights, we behold wretched parents dragged to the 
place where their children are tortured, that they 
may be compelled by their entreaties to purchase with 
their wealth the relief, that is, the deatn of the suf- 
ferers, — ^he comes to something far surpassing all this, 
and which, therefore, he reserves for the last place, 
and makes a distinct head of. What went before, he 
says, he had received in trust from the Sicilians ; but 
he now comes to those topics " quae non recepta, sed 
innata, neque delata ad me, sed in animo sensiique meo 

gsnitus affixa atque insita." Such, it seems, was the 
rsBtor's "furor, sceleris et audacise comes;" such the 
''amentia quae istius effrenatum animum importun- 
amque naturam oppressit," that he ordered Roman 
citizens to be flogged ; nay, some were put to death in 
prison by his sentence of condemnation. Nor does the 
orator inquire with what justice ; that seems to make 
no part of the aggravation; it is, that Vcrres would 
not listen to the famous plea of '* Pivia Romanvs 
sum;" which proved an effectual security all over the 
world. But is there any worse act of frenzy to be 
conceived ? It seems Verres has even surpassed this, 
by a deed reserved for the close of the speech imme- 
diately before the peroration, but of such a nature, 
that when first related to Cicero, he thought he should 
not dare to make use of it ; and now that he has made 
up his mind to relate it, he knows not " qu^ vi vocis, 
qua gravitate verborum, quo dolore animi" he shall 
tell it. Therefore, as no words can exaggerate it, he 
thinks best to state it simply, and let it speak to their 
hearts. It seems Verres had first flogged, and then 
crucified a Roman citizen. The consummate orator, 
indeed, breaks his word, as to telUng the story simply, 
for he involves it in such a burst of eloquence, as we 
shaU in vain seek to parallel, except in his own works. 
In the whole, not merely of these orations, but of 
antiquity, is there no piece which exceeds this in 
dignity, and at the same time in the rapid and fervid 
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torrent of the composition. It is a storehouse from 
whence the finest examples of ahnost every kind of 
figm-e have been drawn : and yet more wonderful than 
the boldness and propriety of those figures is the 
beautiful and judicious disposition of them. Nor is 
there a doubt that the admirable discretion of the 
passage crowns the whole, and exemplifies the orator*s 
own rule, the golden canon of the art, that whatever 
does not promote the main object of the oration is to 
be rejected as a deformity, how fair soever it be to the 
eye ; for, having called to our recollection what were 
the feelings of the Romans on such subjects, we cannot 
question the prodigious effect which such a passage 
must have had upon them if delivered. Yet with all 
these temptations to the task, we have no hesitation 
in pronouncing the translation of this great specimen 
impossible, were it for no other reason but because an 
En^Ush reader has not the feelings and associations to 
which almost every word of it appeals. The leading 
idea of the cross and crucifixion, and consequently the 
words that convey it, are consecrated by reli^ous 
associations : the inviolable nature of a Roman citizen, 
his inexpressible dignity in the eyes of barbarians, can 
only, in modem times, be felt by white colonists in the 
West Indies. Whatever feelings we may have of this 
topic are merely reflex, the result of thinking and 
effort and recollection. 

We have been seduced into so long a disquisition 
on these points, that we must hurry over the other 
general remarks which present themselves, and only 
observe, that the vehemence which distinguishes the 
finer parts of these orations, is another reason against 
having selected them. Ancient eloquence, in general, 
deals much more in exclamation than our subdued 
and northern temperament can bear. We somewhat 
resemble those Romans who piqued themselves on a 
close imitation of the chaste Attic style, and carried it 
so far as to become cold rather than chaste, and thus 
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to lose all resemblance with their models.* The best 
kind of oration, then, to translate, would be one of 
less vehement and abrupt passion than those against 
Verres, which have the fervour of Roman declamation 
in peculiar excess. 

We now come to the more important question, in 
what manner our author has attempted a task thus 
infinitely difficult — what approaches he has made 
towards a success clearly unattainable. In order to 
execute well a translation undertaken with the views 
in question, a person must not only know Latin 
thoroughly, but English; and, moreover, he must be 
himself an orator. This is quite essential ; as much so 
as it is for a translator of Latin poetry to be a poet. 
We much fear it will be found that Mr. Kelsall has 
mistaken his forte, as well as his book, and appears in 
the light of one who, unable to write verses, should 
translate a part of Virgil, and choose for his part the 
second Georgic. We should conclude, from any one 
page of his book, that he never had turned his attention 
to the art of oratory. To say that he "has utterly 
failed in rendering the De Supplidia, then, is only 
like telling one who handles a violin for the first time, 
that he does not make it "discourse music." Wo 
mean no further disrespect to Mr. Eelsall than this. 
His work is not a volume of English eloquence ; and 
if he wrote it with any other design, our criticism does 
not touch him. To give instances of this cardinal 
defect would be endless. We shall select one or two 
of the most noted passages, and see how he has treated 
them, observing that he has the peculiar bad fortune 
to be guilty of mistranslations in some of the most 
critical parts, and sometimes to commit at the same 
moment another mistake, still more common in these 
pages, the introduction of a ludicrous or undignified 
English expression. 

* Cicero, in his Brutus^ rallies them pleasantly, bv saying, **Let them be 
as Attic as they please, I expect the benches to empty as soon as they begin.'' 
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The first shall be that celebrated cUmax and per- 
sonification : — ^ 

"Fadnus est vinciri civem Romanum: Soelus verberaii; 
p^ope parricidium, necari : quid dicam in crucem toUi ? Verbo 
satis digno tarn nefaria res appellari nullo modo potest. Non 
fuit his omnibus iste contentus. Spectet, inquit, patriam ; in 
conspectu legum libertatisque moriatur. iNon tu hoc loco 
Gavium, non unum hominem, nescio quem^ civem Romanum, 
sed communem libertatis et civitatis causam in ilium cruciatum 
et crucem egisti." 

Our author thus renders it : — 

*^ It is contrary to law that a Roman citizen be bound ; it is 
a crime to submit him to stripes ; it is almost parricide to put 
him to' death : What can I say if he be crucified ? So nefarious 
a deed cannot be expressed in adequate language. But he was 
not content with the infliction of all these punishments ; * Let 
him die^^ he cries, ^ as he beholds his native shores ; let him die 
in the presence of his ovon laws — of liberty.' It was not here 
that you crucified Gavius, nor any Roman citizen ; you nailed 
to the cross the common cause of Liberty and of the Republic." 

Now, here is both omission and redundancy. The 
words in italics in the Latin are left out in the transla- 
tion, while for the words similarly printed in the latter, 
there is no authority in the former. The meaning is 
misconceived in other parts. Civitatis is evidently 
here the right of citizenship in the abstract; legum, 
libertatisque, are not his own: and '* It was not 
here^' &c., is equally wrong ; the original is, " It was 
not Gavius,'^ &c. But though this is by no means 
one of Mr. K.'s worst passages, our objection to it 
is general. Perhaps the following comes somewhat 
nearer a mark, necessarily removea to an unapproach- 
able distance : — 

" It is criminal to bind a Roman citizen — ^it is a wickedness 
to scourge him — to put him to death is all but parricide — ^What 
shall we say if he be crucified ? Language has no name for so 
flagrant an enormity. Yet did not all this satisfjr that man. 
' Let him be placed in view of his country,' he cnes ; * let his 
dying looks be turned towards liberty and the laws I ' It was not 

M 
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Gavius ; it was not an obscure indiyidual ; it was not a single 
Koman citizen ; but the common cause of freedom, and of all 
the citizens of Rome, that you there crucified and tortured." 

The next shall be a passage of singularly beautiful 
diction in the original : — 

" Homines temies, obscuro loco nati, navigant : adeunt ad ea 
loca quae nunquam antea viderunt ; ubi neque noti esse iis quo 
venerunt, neque semper cum cognitoribus esse possunt. Hac 
un& tamen fiducia civitatis non modo apud nostros magistratus 
qui et legum et existimationis periculo continentur, neque apud 
ciTes solum Romanos qui et sermonis, et juris, et multarum 
rerum societate juncti sunt, fore se tutos arbitrantur; sed 
quocunque venerint, banc sibi rem praBsidio sperant futuram." 

Our author translates it thus : — 

" Men of small property, bom in an obscure place, trarerse 
the seas, and touch at places which they ncTcr before saw, 
who are neither able to make it known whence they came, nor 
can they be always recognized : they are nevertheless thinking 
themselves secure by confiding in the protection of the name of 
Home ; — ^not merely from our magistrates, who are obligated by 
law and other risks of losing reputation — not merely from 
Roman citizens, who are connected with them by language, 
laws, commerce ; —but whererer they go, they believe that this 
name alone will afibrd them protection." 

First, as to the Latin: Obscuro loco nati is not 
"born in an obscure place," but men in an humble 
condition, Qtu) is whither, not whence, Cognitores 
means vouchers, or sureties, not persons who recognize. 

The following is our author's translation of the fine 
passage where he closes the account of the murders 
committed in the hope of suppressing evidence : — 

" Who was so calloas, so inexorable, but you alone ; as not 
to be affected at their misery, age, and condition ? Was thero 
any one who could refrain from tears? Who did not think 
that the calamity came home to them, and that the fortune of 
all was endangered? They are decapitated. You exult and 
triumph in their groans « you rejoice that the witnesses of your 
avarice are out of the way. You was mistaken, Verres, yon 
was vehemently mistaken, if j|rou imagined that the spots of 
your depredations and iniquities could be washed out by the 
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blood of onr innocent friends. ^ Yon was harried headlong hy 
&enzy, in thinking that the wounds occasioned by your avarice 
could be healed by your cruel proscriptions." 

The spirit of the original is here flattened in every 
line ; thus " avaritice vulnera crudelitatis remediis 
aanare'" is an epigram wholly lost by the translator. 
" Omnium gemitu" certainly refers to the bystanders, 
not the victims. Decapitate is a very bad phrase. 
Durus and ferretis are ill rendered by callous; and 
inhumanua by inexorable. Illo tempore is omitted. 
The passage may be better given thus : — 

" Who was there at that moment, of so hard, so iron a 
nature — ^what creature except yourself alone so inhuman, as not 
to be touched with the Tenerable age, the illustrious rank, the 
cruel sufferings, of those wretched men? Who could refrain 
from weeping, or fail to see in their fate a kindred destiny 
and a common danger ? They are beheaded. You exult, you 
triumph in the midst of the groans which everywhere arise ; you 
rejoice in having got rid of the witnesses to your extortions. 
You deceived yourself, Verres, you egregiously deceived your- 
self, if you hoped to wash out the stains of your rapine and 
profligacy with the blood of our unoflending allies 1 Headlong 
m frenzy must vou have been borne, to fancy that cruelty 
could heal over the wounds which avarice had inflicted !" 

The last instance shall be from that beautiful pas- 
sage where he describes the steep and difficult path 
by which he is forced to rise in the state, and con- 
trasts it with the hereditary eminence of his supposed 
audience; complaining, too, of the cold and unkind 
treatment which men of his rank were accustomed to 
experience from the aristocracy. It is difficult to read 
this passage without being reminded of Mr. Burke's 
celebrated letter, in which he says, " I was not swad- 
dled and rocked and dandled into a legislator : Nitor 
in adversum, is the motto for a man like me.'** The 



♦ WorJcs, 8vo edition. Vol. viii , 28. See, too, a striking remark in 
one of the volumes just published, re^iieetin.!^ the constant suitpicrons of 
having tome itUeresi in view, to which his zeal exposed Mtu.— 'iX., 1&5, 
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whole is worthy of being compared with the original 
Latin. Mr. K.'s translation is not like either. 

'* Some one, perchance, will ask, Will you then undergo this 
labour? Will you brave the enmities of so many individuals? 
Certaioly I do not court their hatred. But I am not to act as 
those noblemen who receive with indifference the benefits heaped 
upon them by the Roman people, I must run a very different 
course in this commonwealth, 

^^ We have lately witnessed L. Fimbria, C. Marius, and G. 
Coelius, contending, with no moderate share of exertion and 
enmity, to arrive at those honours which you have attained by 
trivial occupations and neglect. This is the path I intend to 
tread ; these are the examples I purpose to follow. We see how 
much the virtue and industry of heads of families is obnoxious 
to the envy and hatred of certain nobles. If we cast our eyes 
ever so little askance, snares are immediately at hand : If we 
disclose any grounds for the suspicion of guilt, wounds must 
be received. We see we must be ever on our guard, ever on 
the alert. Are these then enmities? let them be braved. Are 
these then labours? let them be undergone. Indeed, occult 
and secret hatreds are more to be dreaded than declared and 
manifest. Scarcely do any nobles look upon our exertions with 
a favourable eye. It is impossible, with all our endeavours, to 
attract their good-will. As if disjoined by nature and species, 
so are they abhorrent of us in will and disposition.** 

The whole meaning of the original is here lost. The 
lines in Italics are a perversion of the sense. The 
Latin is, "Non idem mihi licet quod iis qui nobili 

feneri nati sunt, quibus omnia populi Romani bene- 
cia dormientibus deferuntur : longe alia mihi lege in 
hac civitate et conditione vivendum est." To call novi 
homines, heads of families, is absurd ; he must mean 
founders of families. " Suspicioni aut criminV is 
suspicion or charge, not " suspicion of guilt" 

Although we certainly do not accuse the author of 
ignorance of Latin, yet his carelessness does most 
frequently subject him to suspicions of this sort. Thus, 
in p. 248, he renders " commemoratio mei nominis," 
" the remembrance of my name," in the supposed 
address of Verres's father ; whereas it is plainly the 
** mention** of it by the unhappy wretches whom he 
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was torturing. In p. 214, "vir <iccumberet nemo 
praeter ipsum et prastextatum filium" is rendered, 
apparently in order to introduce a bull, as well as a 
fake translation, " no man but himself and his son, a 
mere youth, had access to him," instead of " no man 
sat down to table." In p. 210, "poene damnatus'' is 
turned into " even in the jaws of damnation" by a 
still more absurd blunder ; and in p. 226, " importuni 
tyranni" is rendered by "an importunate'* tyrant, 
instead of " restless.** He is not by any means care- 
ful in the readings of the original which he adopts, 
and frequently throws away the most accredited emen- 
dations of the Ernesti eaition, which he yet seems 
generally to use. In p. 215, he retains the enumera- 
tion of mules, tents, and com, among the classes of 
PERSONS, as quaestors, Ueutenants, &c., whom the orator 
is proposing as fitter than Cleomenes to command a 
fleet.— Fid. Ed. Em., ad Act. II., lib. 5, c. 32. And 
in p. 234, he keeps the unmeaning words rejected by 
the same excellent commentator, " et recte nihil vide- 
tur," that he may translate them " in troth they can- 
not."— Firf. Ern., ib., c. 34. 

After all, however, it is with his English that we 
find most fault. Perhaps the very title-page, and 
certainly the dedication, give but a slender hope of 
seeing justice done to Cicero. Why should our Eng- 
lish ideas be confounded with the name of pleadings, 
when orations was at hand — and, as if to make it 
worse, printed in black letter ? The dedication of nine 
lines, to Sir S. Romilly, contains two, if not three 
errors in language. He addresses that eminent person 
as the enemy of " Verriv^ proceedings," and of all 
sinister practices, whether " behind the shop-board 
or the Exchequer" — ^probably meaning the counter; 
shop-board is the seat appropriated to tailors. But 
these are trifles. Of the language of the translation 
itself we have given specimens, and those among the 
best in the booK. Every delicate passage is sure to 
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be interrupted with something that grates and jars. 
Are the names of liberty, &c., to be addressed ? — ^it is 
^* the dear name of liberty I O the excellent laws 
of our republic 1 O the Porcian, &c. O the power of 
the Tribunes," (p. 263); much as Hostess Quickly says, 
" the father t" If any exclamation is made on the 
torments of the prisoners, it is, " O their unhappy 
destiny! O their insupportable agonies!" — ^p. 236. 
Then, in the 2d page, Verres is already " that 
fellotv" — " Sed mehercule, judices" is " But, in troth, 
my lords," p. 271; — and '' delecto consilio" is " this 
honourable court" — ^Ibid. Modern phrases are most 
injudiciously used. Thus, verdict passim, and four times 
in one page, p. 175; lectica is always a lettiga; and 
we have speronaras passim ; feluccas, p. 208 ; cash, 
p. 201 ; ridicule, p. 180 (reticulum) ; bondon, p. 187. 
These things are not trifling in a work of mere com- 
position. We repeat once more, that if Mr. Kelsall had 
any other plan in view, our remarks are at an end. 

After contemplating the rich remains of ancient 
eloquence, through which this work has carried us, 
we are not unnaturally led from reflecting on the 
kind of feehngs which it addressed, and the effects 
it produced, to consider its mere external qualities or 
accompaniments. We do not mean to enter upon the 
vexata qucestio of the tones and deUvery, whether 
the orators were not, in the finer passages at least, 
in the habit of using somewhat of recitative intonation. 
Certain it is, that some of the musical effects ascribed 
to the rhythm of those passages seem scarcely intel- 
ligible, if we imagine the same manner of speaking to 
have been used then as among us, and that a pitch- 
pipe was sometimes used as an accompaniment in their 
assembUes (which, however, A. Gellius treats as a vul- 
gar error*); while, on the other hand, we know that 

• Noct, Atf, T., c. 11. Cicero*s own acconnt of the matter applies also 
rather to the notion of a pitch-pipef De Grot, iii., c 60. Indeed, the 
idea derided by A. Gellius was not strictl/ what we caU an acooinpanl- 
ment, but rather a continued modulation. 
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their delivery could not have been much slower than 
ours, by the time said to have been consumed by 
several of the orations still preserved. But we will 
Bay a word or two upon the mode of pronunciation ; 
ami without meaning at all to infer from thence that 
any change would now bo advisable, we cannot help 
thinking it quite^ clear, that the foreign, and to a 
certain degree the Scottish — ^perhaps most of all the 
modern lUlian manner of pronouncing — approaches 
much nearer the Roman than that which is peculiar 
to England. 

For this position, various general reasons may be 
given. The very circumstance of the English mode 
being peculiar, is a strong one. It is improbable that 
all other traditions should be wrong and this right. 
The place, moreover, where we might most reasonably 
expect a correct tradition is Italy. Again, in the chief 
peculiarity of the English metnod, the sound of the 
letter J, a third reason occurs : the English make it a 
diphthong. Now, that any one vowel should be either 
long or short is intelligible; but that a diphthong should 
be sometimes short, appears quite anomalous. — ^But 
tliere seems to be more precise and conclusive proof 
still, in the writings of the ancient critics. 

If we examine the directions given by Quintilian 
respecting the hiatus, and the remarks on the force 
of the vowels, on which his rules are founded, we shall 
find that they accord more nearly with the Italian 
than any other mode of pronouncing them, and are 
most of all inconsistent with the Enghsh.* Thus, " E 
plenior littera est, I angustior;" but he adds what 
is decisive, that these two vowels coming together 
at the end and beginning of two consecutive words, 
make no great hiatus from the nature of their sounds ; 
that they easily run into each other — a remark wholly 
inapplicable to the sound of E, I, in English, when 

* Lib. ix., c. 4. 
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they thus follow, as omne idem. Thus, too, the use 
of the ecthlipsis by Cato, who used " to soften m into 
e in diem hanc." If the e were sounded as in English, 
there would be the most complete hiatus here ; it 
would scarcely be possible to sound the two words 
without the m; and still more, if both the i and e 
were so pronounced : but pronounce the i and 6 as in 
ItaUan, or the former as the English do e in ego, and 
the latter as they do a in amo,* and the ecthlipsis 
melts the vowels into each other completely. So 
Quintilian tells us, that the final m is scarcely sounded 
in " multum ilW and ^'quantum erat;" being used 
only as the mark of a pause between the two vowels 
" ne coeant" Were those vowels, or were the u only, 
sounded as in England, there would be no fear of them 
running into each other, nor would there be a possi- 
bihty of pronouncing the u, and dwelling upon it, with- 
out the m — so where the m is cut out after w, and 
before a consonant, as serenum fuit The soft sound 
of s, as in ars, and its differing from the sound of the 
same letter at the beginning of a word, is equally 
inconsistent with what QuintiUan says of the rixatio 
of similar consonants, x following s he says is bad — 
but " tristior etiam (rixatio) si binae collidantur stridor 
est, ut ars stvdiorum." Similar inferences may be 
drawn from other sources, particularly several parts 
of the Orator, as c. 48, with respect to the gut- 
tural in cA.t See, too, A. GeUius, VII., c. 20 ; 
XIX., c. U4 

With respect to the letter /, we ought to mention 
that some authors have held that it had one sound 
among the ancients similar to its Enghsh pronuncia- 

* We mean the Eaton, not the Winchester mode. 

f It is not quite clear whether it is the ^ttural or only the aspirate 
that is ridiculed in the well-known epigram of Catullus, " Chommoda dice- 
hat,^* &Cf but probably the aspirate — a charge frequently made against 
the modem Tuscans. 

X The latter passage, and others which might be dted, show that the 
pronunciation was different, in some letters, fh>m all modem usage. 
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tion; and J. Lipsius says,* that he understands this 
sound only to be preserved in Britain. The ground 
of the opinion is, that a long I is sometimes found in 
ancient monuments written for E I; and that in old 
books ei is used where later ones have i. But the 
examples which he gives, and especially the first from 
Cicero, are equally applicable to the two modes of pro- 
nouncing both the letters. We must, however, repeat 
that we draw no inference, practically, against the 
English method, nor in favour of a narrow-minded 
adherence in this country to the old Scottish one; 
on the contrary, the assimilation of our mode of pro- 
nouncing is highly expedient, indeed necessary, as a 
matter of convenience ; and we believe there are few 
persons of the present day so bigoted in admiration 
of antiquity as to feel with Milton, that " to read Latin 
with an English motUh, is as ill a hearing as law 
French:' 

* D$ Recta PronunckOume Latina Linguas, cap. 8. 
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DEMOSTHENES* 

In otir former article upon the two first volumes of 
this work,f we promised to resume our remarks upon 
the merits of the French translation, and to lay before 
the reader some specimens of an English version. But 
before we proceed to this conclusion of the discussion 
into which the appearance of Mr. Planche's book has 
led us, we must be permitted to dwell yet a little 
upon a topic, in itself truly inexhaustible, — ^the pro- 
digious merit of the immortal original. And we 
pursue this course the rather in these times, when a 
corrupt or a careless eloquence so greatly abounds, 
that there are but few public speakers who give anjr 
attention to their art, excepting those who debase it 
by the ornaments of a most vicious taste. Not, indeed, 
that the two defects are often kept apart ; for some 
men appear to bestow but little pains upon the pre- 
paration of the vilest composition that ever oiSended 
a classical ear, although it displays an endless variety 
of far-fetched thoughts, forced metaphors, unnatural 
expressions, and violent perversions of ordinary lan- 
guage ; — ^in a word, it is worthless, without the poor 

* (Euvres Competes de D^mosthhM et d'Eschine, en Grecet en FVan^ais. 
Traduction de L'Abbe Auger de TAcad^mie des Inscriptions et Belles- 
Lettres de Paris. Nouvelle Edition, revue et corrig^e par J. Planche, 
Professeur de Bh^torique au College Royal de Boorbon. Tomes iii., iy., 
v., vi., et viL Paris, Verdi^re. 1820. 

f This was an able and learned article of Mr. Justice Williams on the 
same edition of Demosthenes. — Edinburgh Review^ Januaty, 1820. 
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merit of being elaborate ; and affords a new instance 
how wide a departure may be made from nature with 
very little care, and how apt easy writing is to prove 
hard reading. 

Among the sources of this corruption majr clearly 
foe distinguished as the most fruitful, the habit of ex- 
tempore speaking, acquired rapidly by persons who 
frequent popular assemblies, and, beginning at the 
wroag ena, attempt to speak before they have studied 
the art of oratory, or even duly stored their minds 
with the treasures of thought and of language, which 
can only be drawn from assiduous intercourse with the 
ancient and modern classics. The truth is, that a 
certain proficiency in public speaking may be attained 
with nearly infallible certainty by any person who 
chooses to give himself the trouble of frequently try- 
ing it, ajid can harden himself against the pain of 
frequent failures. Complete self-possession and perfect 
fluency are thus acquired, almost mechanically, and 
with little or no reference to the talents of him who be- 
comes possessed of them. If he is a man of no capacity, 
his speeches will of course be very bad ; but, though 
he be a man of genius, they will not be eloquent. 
K sensible remark, or a fine image, may frequently 
occur; but the loose and slovenly and poor diction, 
the want of art in combining and disposmg his ideas, 
the inability to bring out many of his thoughts, and 
the utter incompetency to present any of them in the 
best and most efficient form, will deprive such a 
speaker of all claims to the character of an orator, 
and reduce him to the level of an ordinary talker. 
The same man, had he never spoken in public, would 
have possessed the same powers of convmcing or ex- 
pounding, provided he were only called upon to exert 
them in conversation with one or two persons. Per- 
haps the habit of speaking may have taught him 
something of arrangement, and a few of the simplest 
methods of producing an impression ; but beyond 
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these first steps he cannot possibly proceed by this 
empirical process ; and his diction is sure to be much 
worse than if he had never made the attempt, — 
clumsy, redundant, incorrect, unlimited in quantity, 
but of no value. Such a speaker is never in want of 
a word, and hardly ever has one that is worth having. 
" Sine hac quidem conscientia" (says Quintilian, speak- 
ing of the habit of written composition) " ilia ipsa 
extempore dicendi facultas, inanem modo loquaci- 
tatem dabit, et verba in labris nascentia." — (X., iii.) 

It is a very common error to call this natural elo- 
quence; it is the reverse. It is neither natural nor 
eloquent. A person under the influence of strong 
passions or feelings, and pouring forth all that Sm 
his mind, produces a powerful effect on his hearers, 
and frequently attains, without any art, the highest 
beauties of rhetoric. The language of the passions 
flows easily ; but it is concise and simple, and the oppo- 
site of that wordiness which we have been describing. 
The untaught speaker, who is also unpractised, and 
utters according to the dictates of his feeUngs, now 
and then succeeds perfectly; but, in those instances, 
he would not be the less successful for having studied 
the art ; while that study would enable him to succeed 
equally in all that he delivers, and give him the same 
control over the feelings of others, whatever might be 
the state of his own. Herein, indeed, consists the value 
of the study; it enables a man to do at all times what 
Nature only teaches upon rare occasions. 

Now, we cannot imagine any better corrective to 
the faults of which we are complaining in the elo- 
q^uence of modern times, than the habitual contempla- 
tion of those exquisite models which the ancients have 
left us; and especially the more chaste beauties of 
Greek composition. Its perfect success, both in mov- 
ing the audience to whom it was addressed, and the 
readers in all ages who studied it, cannot be denied ; 
its superiority to all that has ever been produced in 
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other countries is confessed. There may be some use, 
therefore, in observing how certainly it was the result 
of intense labour — ^labour previously bestowed to ac- 
quire the power, and the utmost care used in almost 
every exercise of that power. Without somewhat both 
of this discipline, and this sedulous attention, it would 
be as vain to think of emulating those divine originals, 
by dint of a habit of fluent speech attained through 
much careless practice, as to attempt painting like 
Kaphael without having learned to draw, and by the 
help of some mechanical contrivance. 

The extreme pains which the most illustrious of the 
Greeks bestowed upon their compositions, are evinced 
by all the accounts transmitted to us of the course of 
education deemed requisite to form an orator, and by 
the well-known anecdotes of the steps by which both 
Demosthenes, and, after his example, Cicero, and some 
of his contemporaries trained themselves to rhetorical 
habits. But the ancient writers have left us some still 
more striking illustrations of this matter. Dionysius 
of Halicarnassus, speaking of the exquisite finish given 
by Isocrates and Plato to their style, compares their 
works rather to pieces of fine chasing or sculpture than 
of writing — ov ypaTrroig aWa yXvirroig kqi ropevroic 
eoiKorag Xoyovg, — {De Struct. Orat, sect. 25). Per- 
haps the minuter workmanship of chasing, the sort of 
gem-engraving which this seems to imply, maj be 
thought more descriptive of the elaborate compositions 
of Isocrates, who was said to have employed more 
years in writing the panegyric on the Persian War 
alone, than Alexander took to conquer all Asia. Let 
it, however, be remembered, that this excessive labour, 
though allowed to have unfitted him for the forensic 
war — (" palestra© quam pugnse magis accommodatus") 
— ^was never deemed incompatible with the highest 
excellence in oratory, at least with the cultivation of 
all its graces. " Omnes dicendi veneres sectatus est," 
says Quintilian (X., i., 3) ; and Cicero desires that those 
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who undervalued this great master of composition, 
would allow him to indulge in the bad taste of admir- 
ing him, which he had caught from Socrates and Plato 
— " Me autem, qui Isocratem non diUgunt, una cum 
Socrate et cum Platone errare patiantur." — {Or at. 
xiii.) But at least no one can doubt that Plato's 
qualities are of the noblest description; no one can 
charge with littleness — ^with miniature beauties — with 
sacrificing force and dignity to polish — ^him of whose 
diction it was said» that the Father of the Gods, had 
he spoken in Greek, would have used no other lan- 
guage than Plato's. Now this language, though 
compared by one great critic* to the inspirations 
of poetry, and by another f to those of the Delphic 
oracle, was by no means poured forth with the 
readiness which the admirers of modern fluency term 
Nature, and in which they think a true genius for 
eloquence consists, although it is only a habit acquired 
by a mechanical process. Plato " non hominis ingenio, 
sed quodam Delphico oraculo instructus" — excelling 
all men '' eloquendi facultate divina quadam et Hom- 
ericH" — did not at all pour out his mighty flood like 
our modern Improvisatori ; for he continued (says 
the Grecian critic above cited) to his eightieth year, 
correcting and new-moulding the language of his 
Dialogues; and after his decease a note-book was 
found, in which he had written the first words of the 
celebrated treatise De Repub. several times over, in 
different arrangements. The words are, KaTf/3ijv 
X&fC ««C rifi/oota, ftira FXavicwvoc row Apicrrtovog. 
** I went down yesterday to the Piraeus, with Glaucon, 
the son of Ariston {De Struc, Orat, sect. 25) ; and 
others relate the anecdote as if the changes were all 
made in the position of the four first words. 

But let us come to Demosthenes himself. His ex- 
treme care in composing his orations is as well known 

* Cioero, Orat. f Q^"^ ^m !• 4* 
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as the sedulous discipline which he underwent to learn 
the art; and, notwithstanding the facility which he 
must have acquired, both by this preparation and by 
long and constant practice, he was averse, in an extra- 
ordinary degree, to extempore speaking. Plutarch 
relates this of him; and, notwithstanding the great 
excellence which is ascribed to his unpremeditated 
harangues in the same passage, there may be some 
suspicion that his reluctance to ** trust his success to 
Fortune," affected his execution upon certain occasions, 
— perhaps in the memorable debate with Philip, of 
which the orator's illustrious rival has left us so lively 
and so cutting a description. His anxiety in preparing 
may, however, be further estimated by the circum- 
stance of his having left a collection of exordia, or 
introductions, almost resembling that '* volumen proc^ 
miorum" which we know Cicero to have kept ready 
by him, from the pleasant mistake that he committed 
in sending one to Atticus as the beginning of his 
treatise De Gloria, when he had before usm it for 
the Third Book of the Academic Questions.* It may 
justly be conceived that Demosthenes was not likely 
to have a book of Introductions, so unconnected with 
any particular subject as to be applicable to any 
speech. This rather befitted SaUust, or Cicero him- 
self, than the close reasoning, business-like Athenian. 
Yet in whatever way we account for it, and though 
we suppose that most of the Exordia in question were 
written in the prospect of making some particular 
speech, when time was wanting to compose the whole, 
the fact of fifty-six of these pieces remaining, only 
two or three of which exist in their connexion with 
any of his known orations, seems to prove, incontest- 
ably, the laborious nature of the process by which he 
reached and kept his vast pre-eminence in eloquence. 

♦ He tells him, as soon as be discovers Ae mistake, to cancel the ex- 
ordium, and prefix another, which he sends, taken frora the same cuUec- 
tioiL— j^. ad AU^ zvi, 6. 
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But his immortal works themselves afford, by inter- 
nal evidence, the most satisfactory proofs of this posi- 
tion ; a,nd we may obtain a singularly instructive view 
of the workmanship of those exquisite pieces, by 
examining its progress, where we are accidentally 
enabled to trace it through the different stages of 
the process. The means of doing this are afforded 
by those repetitions which occur in several of the 
most celebrated orations. The instance in which this 
is to be found to the largest extent, is in the Fourth 
Philippic. Commentators and critics, who have never 
very nicely traced this subject, aware generally of the 
existence of these repetitions, have denominated that 
philippic the peroration of the whole nine speeches 
against Philip ; and thus conceived that they accounted 
for so many passages being found in it which had 
occurred in the others. But in truth the oration is 
almost entirely a repetition, and chiefly from one of 
the preceding, that most magnificent of all the minor 
works, the oration upon the affairs of the Chersonese, 
sometimes called the Eighth Philippic. Now, if there 
were only whole passages of great length found in two 
orations without the least variation, we might perhaps 
fairly conclude that the transcribers had oy mistake 
copied them; and if nearly the whole of any one 
oration were an exact repetition of portions of some 
other we might suspect that oration to be spurious. 
But here there are so many variations and additions 
as plainly show that the orator sometimes improved 
upon the first thought, and sometimes adapted it to 
the new occasion : and we can frequently perceive the 
means by which the adaptation is effected. The repe- 
tition, however, of many whole sentences, and of many 
clauses of sentences, without a single alteration, clearly 
proves the pains which he had bestowed upon the 
composition of each part, and the value which he set 
upon the result. It demonstrates beyond a doubt that 
the choice and the disposition of the words, even in 
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passages apparently of inferior importance, had been 
a work of mature deliberation, and of some difficulty ; 
for bis retaining the selfsame words in the same order, 
when he wishes a second time to express the same 
ideas, shows that he regarded the first selection and 
arrangement as preferaWe to any other. Nothing can 
be more calculated to convince us that he deemed all 
the portions of his speech important; that all were 
elaborated with extreme art ; and that no part of his 
composition was carelessly prepared and flung in as a 
kind of cement to fill up the interstices between splen- 
did passages. We see those finer parts themselves 
repeated sometimes with variations, and sometimes in 
the same terms, exactly hke the periods of a more 
ordinary description. On the other hand, nothing 
can be more instructive than an attentive consideration 
of the alterations, especially where they are made as 
additions or improvements, ana not merely with the 
view of adapting an old sentence to some new purpose, 
but because the orator saw that he might increase its 
beauty, its aptness, or its force, by some happy turn or 
new thought, which had suggested itself since the first 
composition. We are thus let into the history of the 
composition almost as if his rough draft had been 
preserved; and can trace the progress of the work, 
not perhaps from the first execution to the most 
finished state, as in the manuscripts of Pope's verses 
which Dr. Johnson has cited, but from a state with 
which the great orator had, after much labour, rested 
satisfied, and which all ages would have deemed per- 
fect had he gone no farther, to that still more exquisite 
pitch of beauty, in the existence of which only Demos- 
thenes could have made us believe. 

We shall begin with the highly-wrought description 
of Philip's implacable enmity to Athens, of his policy 
in overrunning Thrace, and of the reasons why he 
hates Athens. This passage is to be found both in 
the Oration upon the Chersonese, and the Fourth 

N 
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Philippic ; but adapted to the circumstances in which 
the latter was dehvered, and somewhat more highly 
finished. He begins by saying, in the very same 
words, that they must first of all dismiss every doubt 
from their minds of Philip having broken the peace, 
and waged war against them, in the Chersonese,* 
when stating this, he calls upon them to give over 
their mutual wranglings and recriminations ; which is 
omitted in the Fourth Philippic, f He then goes on 
in the same words in both : " Kai kukovov^ fiiv ccrri, 
Kai 6\0pog 6\y rfi iroXei, Kai tS> tijc ttoXccoc cSa^ct." 
— " He is the deadly enemy J of the whole city, of the 
very ground on which it stands." And then he bursts 
forth, " 7r/oo(r6ij<Ta> Se;" but in the two orations, the 
addition is perfectly different. In the Chersonese — 
" he is the enemy of every creature within the city, 
and of those, too, who most flatter themselves that 
they enjoy his smiles. Do they doubt it ? Let them 
look at the fate of those Olynthians, Lasthenes and 
Euthycrates, who were to all appearance his most 
familiar favourites, and no sooner betrayed their 
country into his hands than they perished by the 
most miserable of deaths." In the Fourth Philippic, 
after the words trpoadriao) 8l, he adds, not that Philip 
is the implacable enemy of the men, but of the gods 
of the city, and invokes their vengeance upon his 
head — " roig ev rij TroXec deoig, onrep avrov e^oXe- 
<r6iav!" — "He is the enemy of the gods themselves 
who guard us ; § may they utterly destroy him ! " The 
reason of the change is here sufficiently apparent 
Possibly he might think the allusion to the Olynthians 
not so appropriate, when, another year having elapsed, 



• Reiake, Or. Grasc., i, 99. f Id., l, 134. 

X Literally, " he is ill-dispofied, and the enemy." 

§ The repetition of the word v-tku, in the Greek, has a force which the 
literal translation would not give, for want of the associations connected 
with it The city was everything; and it had all the importance of 
country, with greater indiyidoality. 
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the fact could not be sb fresh in the hearers' recol- 
lection ; but this is by no means so probable a sup- 
position as that he highly valued the appeal to the 
gods, or perhaps that it was a burst of passion at the 
moment of speaking. After this it was impossible, 
without sinking, to introduce the passage respecting 
the inhabitants of the city; and it would have been 
almost as difficult to introduce the whole passage, 
including the parenthesis respecting Olynthus, before 
the imprecation, for that would have destroyed the 
connexion between the substantive and the governing 
epithet. He then employs the same words in both 
orations to state, that the government at Athens is the 
chief object of his hatred ; and justly. In the Philip- 

!)ic he gives two reasons for this; both that PhUip 
eels the opposite interests and mutual injuries which 
make them necessarily enemies, and that he knows 
Athens must be always the refuge of the states which 
he wishes to subdue, and must always resist him her- 
self while her democratic government endures. Both 
these reasons are repetitions, almost in the same words, 
from former orations; the one is taken from the 
Second Philippic, delivered many years before, and 
the other from the Chersonese. 

The only material change in the composition of the 
former is the transposition, in the fourth, of the words 
(Ssfiaifoi; and a(r0aAa>c> apparently to correct the bad 
effect of the same vowels coming together, as they did 
in the Second Philippic, iravra ra oXXa atr^aXtag iccjc- 
TTiTai: the expression which seems finally to have 
satisfied his exquisite ear, is atravra raXKa ^e(iai(»)Q 
KeKTtirai. Perhaps he also preferred for the rounding 
of the period, bv MaK^Sovia to of jcoi. The sense seems 
to be the same in each case, as it also is in the substi- 
tution of yyeirai for vojmZbi, which he makes in the 
fourth, notwithstanding the same word ended the clause 
but one before. The sentence taken from the Second 
is tacked, as it were, to the one taken from the Cher- 
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sonese, by the insertion of a fe^ words, Trpoc Sc rovrotg 
TOfTovToig ovfTiv. Tho few changes which the orator 
has made in the composition of the passage taken from 
the Chersonese, are remarkable — ^as the process of 
improving plainly appears in them, both with respect 
to the sense and sound — itrre yap v/aig ovic avroi 
irXeovefcrvyaac Kai KaTaa\€tv apxmv ev in^vKOTBg, a\X 
krepov Xafieiv KoXvaai, Kai B)(ovt a^eXeadaf Seivoi 
(in the Fourth Philippic, kui tov bxovt atpEXeadai) koi 
oXoic evo-)(\ri<rai roig ap\HV fiovXofiBvoig, kqi TravraQ 
avOptoTTovg eig eXevOspiav e^ai^iXBadai iroijuoi (in the 
Fourth Philippic, B^s\e(rOm Scivoi). He evidently con- 
sidered Shvoi as the more powerful word fitter to clcwse 
the period, and avoided repeating it ; he also preferred, 
s^iXtaOai to a compound of the a(l>eXe<rOai, which he 
had used before; and beside the advantage of con- 
cludmg with Seivoi, the hiatus occasioned by the ai and 
£ following was avoided. 

Perhaps we may conclude from hence (and we shall 
have other instances hereafter) that sometimes when he 
repeats the same word, or words of the same root, 
within a very short space, it is rather because he had 
not given the last polish to those parts, than because 
he deliberately approves such repetitions; as in the 
same passage of the Chersonese, a little farther on, 
after using icaraaicEva^erac twice in one period, where 
the repetition is a figure, and evidently intended for 
increasing the force of tiie expression, he repeats it 
with another word, where it seems superfluous ; and 
in the beautiful description of private and public life, 
in the peroration of the Fourth Philippic, awpayfiova 
is used twice. But in many instances the repetition is 
intensive, both where the whole word is repeated, and 
where the root only is taken ; as in the Chersonese, 
raig Karriyopiaig ag AtoireiOovg Karrtyopovai : in the 
oration against Aristocrates, where he speaks of per- 
sons KivBvvovg KivSvvevffavrag ; and in the oration for 
Ctesiphon and others, where he talks of persons ttoXc- 
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fiovg TToXc/iouvrac. In other instances (and these 
form the great majority of the cases where he may be 
supposed to have repeated intentionally, though with- 
out any argument or figure, the fittest word having 
been selected at first, and the idea recurring), he seems 
to think any sacrifice, however slight, of the sense to 
the sound, beneath his dignity, and does not condescend 
to go out of his way in order to vary the phrase. 

In the next part of the passages which we are com- 
paring, two curious instances occur of the orator using 
the sentences originally made for one purpose, in such 
a manner as to adapt them to a different state of 
things. The argument in the Chersonese is, that 
Diopeithes must be supported in his predatory attack 
upon Thrace, both because it was justified hj Phihp's 
intrigues in the Chersonese, and his open assistance to 
the Cardians; and because whatever thwarted his 
policy furthered that of Athens. " All his operations" 
(says the orator), " and all his enterprises, are enter- 
prises against this country ; and wheresoever any one 
attacks him, he attacks him in our defence." In the 
Fourth Philippic this last member of the sentence is 
omitted, because it evidently, though stating a general 
proposition, referred peculiarly to the movements of 
Diopeithes, which were no longer in discussion. Again, 
when the Chersonese oration was delivered, Philip had 
not as yet taken many of the towns in Upper Thrace ; 
and Demosthenes, in speaking of his campaign there, 
asks if any one is so weak as to imagine that ne would 
encounter the toil and the dangers of that winter 
campaign for the sake of such miserable places as 
Drongylum, Cabyle, Mastira — kqi a vvv €^aipu Kai 
KaraaKivaZiTai. When the Fourth Philippic was de- 
livered, he was supposed to be in possession of nearly 
all Thrace ; therefore the above expression is altered 
to KOI a vvv ibatTiv avrov t\uv» He also expands the 
fine period immediately following, in which he contrasts 
the importance of Athens with those wretched con- 
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quests, in order to demonstrate that this alone can be 
the object of Philip's attack, introducing an invocation 
somewhat like that which he had added to the first 
part of the passage. With the exception of this 
addition, every other word is the same in the two 
orations ; it is printed in italics in the following trans- 
lation : " Who can suppose that about Athens — ^her 
ports, and arsenals, and navy, and precious mines, and 
ample revenues, her territory and her renown, — which 
may neither he nor any other conqiieror ever tear 
from our country ! — ^he is wholly indifferent ; and will 
suffer you to keep quiet possession of them, while, for 
the millet and rye of the Thracian barns, he is content 
to bury himself in the winter of that dreary region ?"* 
To trace, in the same manner, the whole of the pas- 
sages repeated, either word for word, or with such 
improvements as these, and forming nearly one-half of 
the Fourth Philippic, is unnecessary; out we may 
remark, that the two bursts of eloquence which seem 
the most calculated of any in those two orations to 
strike the Athenian audience, and which, for effect, are 
perhaps surpassed by none in the whole Philippics, 
are, with only the change of a single particle, the same 
in both. In one of them he appeals with the greatest 
skill to their sense of shame, and most artfully rouses 
their feelings without offending their pride ; insinuat- 
ing, that if they wait until any more pressing emer- 
gency obliges them to act, they will be yielding to the 
Fear of corporal violence, by which slaves only can be 
actuated. In the other, he appeals with the utmost 
dignity to their ancient renown, and sets before them 
their mcapacity to endure subjection, as the ground of 
Philip's implacable enmity. In the former passage, he 
supposes that some god should offer to be answerable 

• literally, "to winter in that dungeon." The contempt shown for 
Thraoe on all occasions bj the Greeks, was increased bj their practice of 
tracing Philip's origin to that country, though it perhaps gave rise to the 
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for their safety, provided they let Philip alone ; and he 
swears hy all the powers of heaven that this would still 
be a degenerate pohcy, unworthy of their own and 
their forefathers' glory. He protests that he would 
rather die than give such disgraceful counsel, and that 
no one else dares give it; and demands why they 
delay acting, and for what greater emergency they 
are waiting. All that should ever urge free men to 
action, he says, they have long ago been pressed by. — 
" And far be from us the compulsion which slaves only 
know! Where lies the difference? To a free man 
the dread of dishonour is, of all considerations that can 
be fancied, the most powerful ; to the slave, indeed, 
blows and bodily stripes supply its place ; but that is 
impossible here ; and decency forbids the mention of 
it."* In the other passage we have alluded to, the 
language in which he tells them that the very existence 
of the state, and not merely its independence, is at 
stake, as Philip knows they would never endure 
slavery, and that they would not be able to endure it, 
even if they wished it, after their inveterate habits 
of dominion, must have produced an effect beyond 
description upon the Athenian audience. — otSe yag 
aKpi^o)^ on CovXivsiv jiev v/ictc ovt' cOfXijercre, ovr 
av eOeXrrre 67r£OTa<r06. ag-)^eiv yap ei(M)OaT€, Yet these 
very words, the three last ot which, for conciseness 
and dignity, may be compared to the celebrated ixnrsp 
ve<l>og, in the oration for Cteaiphon, he uses for the 
same purpose, after having produced the like sensa- 
tion by means of them a lew months before.f Even 
the well-known invective against the Athenians, in the 
First Philippic, for busying themselves about the news, 
when they had news enough in a man from Macedon 
having become powerful in Greece, is repeated in the 
oration upon the arrival of the Letter (sometimes called 
the Eleventh Philippic), and apphed to that incident. 

• Reiske, OraL GrcBC,, i, 102 and 138. 
t IMd, i., 104 and 148. 
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He there describes his countrymen as occupied in 
issuing decrees, and TrwOavofdevoi Kara tijv ayoyav 
H Ti Xeyerai vewrepov : and he asks indignantly, in 
the same tone and with the very same meaning as he 
had done twelve years before, but only with the 
substitution of "braving" for "subduing," and the 
addition of the letter — Kai rot n y avoir av vewrcpov, 
i) Maic£Sci>v avrip icara^povcuv AOrivaiwv kqi roXfxtJv 
BTTiaroXag TrafiiTHV roiavrag otac tiKOvaara fiiKpoj Trpo- 

TEpOV,* 

The Perorations of the Greek orators are not re- 
markable for strength, if we regard only the very last 
sentences of all ; because it seems to have been a rule 
enjoined by the severe taste of those times, that, after 
being wrought up to a great pitch of emotion, the 
speaker should, in quitting his audience, leave an 
impression of dignity, which cannot be maintained 
without composure. The same chastened sense of 
beauty which forbade a statue to speak the language 
of the passions, required that both the whole oration, 
and each highly impassioned portion of it, should close 
with a calmness approaching to indifference, and tamo- 
ness. iEschines, in the speech against Ctesiphon, 
would have furnished a remarkable exception to this 
rule, had he finished with that truly magnificent pas- 
sage in which he calls up the illustrious dead of Athens, 
and plants them round himself, and bids his hearers 
listen to the groans that the crowning of the man who 
had conspired with barbarians, draws from the tombs 
of those who fell at Marathon and PlataBss. So fine a 
peroration is perhaps not in any language to be found ; 
it probably suggested to his great rival the celebrated 
oath which has long stood, by universal consent, first 
among the remarkable passages of perfect eloquence. 
But JBschines was obliged to compose himself after 
this burst; and he added the two sentences, one of 

* Keiake, OraU Grcec., !., 1&7, 
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which has ever been deemed both extravagant and 
absurd, and was indeed attacked as such bj Demos- 
thenes — ^the invocation to a series of natural objects 
and abstract qualities; and the other becomes still 
more feeble than -it naturally would have been, by 
immediately following that lofty but clumsy flight. 
The result is a total failure — one of the most remark- 
able in the history of rhetoric — an attempt which is 
violent and overstrained, rather than vehement, yet 
heavy withal and cold, bearing the character of the 
worst declamation, and succeeded by a mean common- 
place, without any felicity whatever, either of concep- 
tion or execution. This failure — ^this sudden reverse 
of fortune — ^this total defeat in the very moment of the 
most prodi^ous success — a transition from one of the 
grandest triumphs of the art of oratory to nearly the 
most signal discomfiture upon record — ^must be ascribed 
entirely to a compliance with that harsh rule which we 
have cited as regulating the Greek peroration, and 
which the judgment of all succeeding ages, both of 
ancient* and modern times, has repealed. But we 
find remarkable exceptions to this rule in the orations 
of Demosthenes himself, — not, indeed, that he ever 
breaks off abruptly in the midst of an impassioned 
period, but that one or two of his finest orations are 
closed with passages of great force, and most careful 

^* Some few of Cicero's perorations appear to be formed upon the 
Grecian modeL We allude not to such orations as those Pro Ligario and 
Fro Archid, where the conclusion only preserves the subdued tone of the 
whole composition, and is as highly wrought as most parts of the speech, 
and with ornaments of the same kind. But the deep pathos of the ante- 
penultimate period in the Pro Milone is somewhat in contrast with the 
two last sentences ; although, no doubt, there was a great object in view, 
the application perhaps of all that had gone before, by a solemn call upon 
the judges to do a certain thing. The sentence with which the Second 
Philippic closes, famishes a more near approach to the tameness of the 
Attic peroration, or rather ultimate conclusion. But many of his finest 
orations break off in bursts of the highest eloquence — as the first Cata- 
linarian ; the exquisite orations foi| Flaccus and Cluentius ; and that Pro 
Domo Sua, which he himself prized so highly, and which he tells us he 
laboured so carefully. — Ep. ad AtL^ iv., 2. 
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composition, instead of ending in the very plain, seem- 
ingly negligent, perhaps purposely, or even affectedly, 
negligent manner, observable in most of the others. 
We allude to no less than the grand oration of all, that 
for Ctesiphon, the concluding prayer of which is, if not 
vehement, yet singularly ammated, and in the ideas as 
well as the rhythm most beautiful ; and to the power- 
ful declamation in which the oration upon the Embassy 
closes. Among the lesser works, the oration for the 
Rhodians affords an instance of a highly-finished con- 
clusion ; at least, if it is not so grand as those two just 
ifeferred to, we have evidence of its being well con- 
sidered ; for the most striking part of it is a repetition 
of a sentence in the oration De Republicd Ordinandd; 
that sentence being almost the only part of the pas- 
sage which is not repeated from the Third Olynthiac. 
" And" (says the orator) " when you delight in listen- 
ing to the praises of your forefathers, and the recital 
of their deeds, and the story of their trophies, I call 
upon you to act in a way worthy of your country ; 
bearing in mind that your ancestors erected those 
trophies, not for you to gaze upon with fruitless 
wonder, but that the sight might urge you to emulate 
the virtues of those who raised them."* The last 
clause {vofjuZere roivvvy &c.) is repeated almost word 
for word from the oration De Rep. Ord.,t where it is 
attached to another sentence, taken, with many others, 
as closely from the Third Olynthiac.J 

The repetitions of which we are treating can rarely 
be traced in the great oration for Ctesiphon. In the 
speech itself there is a remarkable repetition of the 
invocation with which it opens. Yet even there we 
may perceive ideas, formerly thrown out, again pre- 
sented in an improved and expanded form. Thus, the 
expressive simile taken from bodily infirmities, bitterly 
applied to the silence or quiescence of jEschines, ex- 

• Orat. GrcBC, i., 201. f W., I, 174. J Id., i,, 85. 
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cepting when the state was in danger, occurs not then 
for the first time in the orator's history; uxnrep ra 
priyiLiaTa Kai ra cnrao-juara orav ri fcaicov ro trtofjia 
Aa/3i?, Tore icivarat.* This idea, it must be admitted, 
is of the boldest; the comparison depending for the 
justness of its application upon the assumption, that 
JEschines is in the nature oi an old disease which has 
crept into the system, and, being quiet in the healthy 
state of the body, breaks out the moment any accident 
happens, and seizes on the weak point. The same 
comparison, in words very similar, had been used by 
Demosthenes many years before, in the Second Olyn- 
thiac (sometimes called the First). It is there appUed, 
in a less adventurous manner, to the tendency which 
success has to cover Philip's defects — eirav Se appwa- 
rrifxa ri avfx^ri rravra Kiveirai, fcac priyfia, koi (rrpefifia, 
Kai aXXo Ti Titiv virapypvrwv aaOpov ij.f 

Although the bitter description of PhiKp's vices, and 
the profligacy of his court, which immediately precedes 
this simile, is introduced partly to prove the weakness 
•of his dynasty, and encourage the Athenians with the 
hope that its days are numbered, yet the digression 
(for such the orator, by his apology, seems conscious 
that it has become) runs away with him, and the simile 
is applied, not to the weakness of Philip, the principal 
point in discussion, but to the vices, which form the 
subject of the episode. This is clear from the ovei^ri, 
which he says are now veiled by success, but will anon 
be disclosed ti n irraiaHg, It may therefore be ob- 
served, that there is a httle incorrectness in the 
reasoning, wkich is somewhat in a circle; for, first, 
the vices of Philip are introduced to prove his weak- 
ness; then those vices, concealed by his success, are 
to be exposed by his failure. But in another oration, 
that upon the Letter, sometimes called the Eleventh 
Philippic, and which consists, even more than the 

• Orat. Groec., i., 294. f W., i., 24. 
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Fourth, of repetitions from the former gj)eeches, 
Demosthenes again introduces the same figure, and 
almost in the same words, with, however, a more 
correct application; for the general description of 
Philip's vices is there omitted ; and the simile is only 
employed to illustrate the probability of any reverse 
being fatal to his power, by calling into action its 
hidden imperfections. The alterations made in the 
composition here are remarkable. The comparison 
having been introduced with avfifiaivei yap, the verb 
app(M)<TTri<Tri is used instead of the noun apptjtrrrifia with 
ovjiiBri ; and rraOpvjv and (raOpov having been both 
used in the same sentence in* the Olynthiac, firi reXcwc 
vyiaivov is deUcately substituted for the latter word in 
the Philippic* When he makes use of this favourite 
figure a third time in the great oration, the passage 
may be supposed to have attained a still more exquisite 
degree of refinement. The composition is evidently 
more perfect; and, though the application may be 
somewhat more violent, the diction is far simpler, and 
the rhythm more harmonious. 

In the former part of the passage in the Second 
Olynthiac, on which we have been commenting, we 
have that fine piece of eloquence so justly admired by 
all lovers of this great orator, in which he displays the 
slippery foundation of ill-gotten power. Any transla- 
tion so close as to deset*ve the name, and yet retain the 
beauties, is always hopeless from the Greek ; but the 
following may be something like a remote approxima- 
tion, where, to come near the diction, preserving the 
sense, appears impracticable : — • 

" When a confederacy rests upon union of sentiments, and all 
have one common interest in the war, men take a delight in 
sharing the same toils, in bearing the same burthens, and in 
persevering to the end. But when, by aggression and intrigue, 
one party, like this prince, has waxed powerful over the rest, 
the first pretext, the slightest reverse, shakes off the yoke, and 

• Oral. Grasc^ i, 166. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEMOSTHENES. 189 

it is gone ! For it is not, O men of Athens, it is not in nature 
that stability should be given to power by oppression, and false- 
hood, and perjury. Dominion may for once be thus obtained : 
it may even endure for a season ; and, by the favour of fortune, 
may present to men^s hopes a flourishing aspect ; but time will 
search it, and of itself it must crumble in pieces. For as the 
lower part of buildings and vessels, and all such structures, 
should be the most sohd, so ought the motives and principles of 
our actions to be founded in justice and in truth.*' 

The changes which this passage has undergone, 
when repeated in the oration upon the Letter, are 
remarkable; it is contracted, and is less rich and 
splendid; but the diction appears to be more exqui- 
sitely elaborated. Instead of TrXeovc^eac icai irovripia^, 
it is €7r<j3ovXi]c icai irXeove^iagf both to avoid the 
alliteration, and because wovripia expresses the busy, 
rather than the crafty qualities of the intriguer ; airarii 
Kai (iia are also introduced as the instruments by 
which ambition and intrigue work; instead of wpun-ti 
TFpwpaaig Kai fitKpov rrTaitrfiay it is fUKpa irpo^aoiQ 
Koe TO Tvxov 7rraia/ua, to avoid the alliteration ; and 
because "a slight pretext, an ordinary reverse," is 
perhaps more descriptive, besides that both epithets 
are in the same degree of comparison; rax^fog is 
inserted between irraiafia and airavray to prevent the 
two a's coming together ; and, lastly, the remarkable 
word avBXfif-Tia^, shook off as does a horse impatient of 
its burthen, is changed into Sceaccac, a more ordinary 
expression, though one also of great force, and whicn 
may perhaps be safely rendered in this place, shivered 
to pieces. The praises bestowed by some commen- 
tators upon av^\aiTio^, may therefore be corrected by 
the ultimate decision of the most chaste and severe 
taste ever known in the world, that of DeUiosthenes, 
in his revision of his own compositions. The pre- 
ference may have been given to SfEcrcecTE, partly to 
avoid the two a's coming together, but most likely 
because the former word had been thought to convey 
a figure too violent for the rigorous abstinence of the 
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Attic taste.* The translation of the altered part of 
the passage will therefore stand thus : — 

" But when intrigue and ambition have created the djnasty 
(as he has done) by treachery and by violence, the slightest 
pretext, the most common mischance, shivers it in a moment, 
and it is gone !" 

In all orators, we fear, certain inconsistencies may 
be traced ; certain variations in the views taken of the 
same subject, according to the topic in hand ; and 
Demosthenes himself is no exception to the remark. 
This seems naturally incident to the rhetorical art, to 
the vehemence and exaggeration in which it delights, 
independently of the risk to which a professional 
advocate is exposed of being employed successively 
on opposite sides of a question, involving the same 
general observations, and turning upon the same prin- 
ciples. Besides the change of councils, which has been 
often remarked in Demosthenes upon one or two great 
pubKc questions, we frequently find him appeaUng to 
the same maxim in contrary ways. Thus, when it 
suits his purpose, he will say that every one knows 
how much easier it is to gain than to keep ; when, at 
another time, for an opposite view, he had treated, as 
an admitted truth, that preserving was less difficult 
than acquiring. But it seems extremely strange to 
find him so hurried away by his zeal — so wrapt up in 
the matter immediately before him — b3 to state, in a 
manner diametrically reversed, matters of fact in the 

* Reiske (Oral. GrcBCf zii., 62) explains etmx»*Tiiv by the efiect of 
stroking the hair or mane of any animal from the tail towards the head ; 
and also by the effect of fear or anger in raising the hair or the mane. 
Constantine renders it, when neuter, mordere frenum ut equus erectis 
Jubia; and, ^hen active, cohibere pUis retracUa ; — and H. Steph. gives 
nearly the same sense, citing the passage of the Second Olynth. ** re- 
troagere — ^reprimere com& retrorsum tracts." If such were the meaning, 
it is not wonderfol that Demosthenes shoald have changed the word ; for 
the sense he intended to express was the reverse, viz., liberation from pre- 
vious temporary restraint, and regaining the natural position. But see 
Hesych. and Ulpian. cit in Not, where a meaning is given to the word 
exactly corresponding to our translation* 
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history and usages of the commonwealth. We allude 
to a remarkable passage in that splendid oration 
against Aristocrates, which will bear a comparison 
with any of the others, though Plutarch says that it 
was composed in his twenty-seventh or twenty-eighth 
year; and it certainly was delivered when he was 
only thirty, by Euthycrates, for whom it was written. 
The object of vit was to attack a decree denouncing 
outlawry against any person who should slay Chari- 
demus, as a remuneration for the services of that 
foreign general. In the beautiful passage to which 
we are referring, the orator contrasts with this lavish 
distribution of pubhc honours, nay, this invention of a 
new privilege, the slowness of their ancestors even to 
admit that individuals, and individuals of their own 
country, had the merit of saving the state, and the 
scanty reward which they deemed equivalent to any 
services a stranger could render. His argument is, 
that when foreigners had conferred the highest benefits 
on the stat6, they never were in return protected by 
such decrees as the one in favour of Charidemus, but 
obtained the rights of citizenship, which were not then 
prostituted, and therefore were deemed of high value ; 
and he names two instances of this judicious system of 
rewards, Menon and Perdiccas. Now, in the oration 
upon the government of the commonwealth, he is 
inveighing against the prostitution of public honours, 
and particularly that lavish distribution of the rights 
of citizenship ; and he repeats, almost word for word, 
the passage which, he had composed for Euthycrates ; 
except that he says their ancestors never thought of 
giving those rights of citizenship to Menon ana Per- 
diccas, but only an exemption from tribute, deeming 
the title of citizen to be a reward far greater than any 
service could justify them in bestowing. In the oration 
against Aristocrates, after describing the services ren- 
dered by Menon, he says, in return for these benefits, 
"our ancestors did not pass a decree of outlawry 
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against any one who should attempt Menon's life aXXa 
TToXiTuav eSoaav — ^and this honour they deemed an 
ample compensation."* But in the oration upon the 
commonwealth, after describing Menon's services in 
the same words, he says, " ovk £\priibi<ravTo TroXirctav, 
aXX* aTeXnav eS(OKav juovov.^f Again, in the two 
orations, he describes Perdiccas's services in the same 
words ; but in the one, he says, our ancestors did n<^ 
decree that whoever attempted his life should be out- 
lawed, aXXa woXiTHav eoujKav fiovov ; and in the 
other he sa^s, ouk eiptiipitravTO iroXiTnav aXX* areXeiav 
tSiOKav fiovovy and adds, that they withheld the 
iroXiTBia, " because they deemed their country great, 
and venerable, and glorious, and the privilege of bear- 
ing ite name far above any stranger's deserts. "f Both 
orations then proceed to complain, but in different 
language, of the manner in which that title had been 
prostituted. 

From the detailed examination into which we have 
entered of these repetitions, two conclusions may be 
drawn, both highly illustrative of the degree in which 
oratory among the Greeks was considered as an art 
demanding the utmost care, and calculated to exhibit 
the mere display of skill, as well as to attain more 
important objects. In the first place, we find that the 
greatest of all orators never regarded the composition 
of any sentence worthy of him to deUver, as a thing of 
easy execution. Practised as he was, and able surely, 
if any man ever was, by his mastery over language, to 
pour out his ideas with facility, he elaborated every 

♦ Orat GrcRc, torn, i., pt, 2., p. 687. f Id. i., 173. 

X It might have been supposed that, in the oration against Aristocrates, 
^ortTuet had. by an error crept into the MSS. instead of anXwa; but, 
besides that, the expression Ua^n rt/Ati applied to the reward the first time 
it is mentioned, would not be justly descriptive of the merely pecuniarj 
exemption in which the ariXt/se consists ; the second instance, that of Per- 
dic-cas, is immediately followed by the reason, namely, that the ro ysvifffeu 
voXtrtts xa( viuf was always held a sufQcieut honour to call forth any 
senicoa. 
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passage with almost equal care. Having the same 
ideas to express, he did not, like our easy and fluent 
moderns, clothe them in different langoage for the sake 
of yarietj ; but reflecting that he hid, upon the fullest 
dehberation, adopted one form of expression as the 
best, and because eyery other must needs be worse, he 
used it again without any change, unless further labour 
and more triak had enabled him in any particular to 
improve the workmanship. They who speak or write 
with little or no labour to themselves, and proportion- 
ably small satisfaction to others, would, in similar 
circumstances, find it far easier to compose anew, than 
to recollect or go back to what they had finished on a 
former occasion. Not so the mighty Athenian, whom 
we find never disdaining even to make use of half a 
sentence which he had once happily wrought, and 
treasured up as complete; nay, to draw part of a 
sentence from one quarter and part from another, 
applying them by some slight change to the new 
occasion, and perhaps adding some new member, — 
tibus presenting the whole, in its last form, made of 
portions fabricated at three different periods, several 
-years asunder. Nothing can more strikingly demon- 
strate bow difficult, in the eyes of the first of all 
orators and writers, that composition was, which so 
many speakers and authors, in all after ages, have 
thought the easiest part of their task. 

But another inference may be drawn from the com- 
parisons into which we have entered. If they prove 
the extreme pains taken by the orator, they illustrate 
as strikingly the deUcate sense of rhetorical excellence 
in the Athenian audience; and seem even to show 
that they enjoyed a speech as modern assemblies do a 
theatrical exhibition, a fine drama or piece of music, 
which, far from losing by repetition, can only produce 
its full effect after a first or even a second representa- 
tion has made it thoroughly understood. It seems 
hardly possible, on any other supposition, to account 
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for many of the repetitions in Demosthenes. A single 
sentence, or even a passage of some length, if it con- 
tained nothing very striking, might be given twice to 
a court or a popular assembly in modern times, after 
no great interval of time ; but who could now venture 
upon making a speech, about two-thirds of which had 
been spoken at different times, and nearly half of it 
upon one occasion the very year before ? This would 
be impossible, how httle soever there might be of bold 
figures, and other passages of striking effect. But we 
find Demosthenes repeating, almost word for word, 
some of his most striking passages — ^those which must 
have been universally Imown, and the recurrence of 
which might have been foreseen by the context. It 
seems to modern readers hardly possible to conceive 
that the functions of the critic thus performed by the 
Athenians should not have interfered with the capacity 
of actors or judges, in which it was certainly the 
orator's business chiefly to address them ; and that the 
warmth of feeUng, arising from a sense of the reaUty 
of all they were hearing, should not sometimes have 
been cooled by the recollection of the very artificial 
display they were witnessing. Yet no fact in history 
is more unquestionable than the union of the two 
capacities in the Athenian audience, — ^their exquisite 
discrimination and high reKsh of rhetorical beauties, 
with their susceptibility of the strongest emotions which 
the orator could desire to excite. The powers of the 
artist become, no doubt, all the more wonderful on 
this account; and no one can deny that he was an 
artist, and trusted as little to inspiration as Clairon 
and the other actors, of whose unconcern during 
the delivery of passages which were convulsing the 
audience, so many striking anecdotes are preserved. 
In the whole range of criticism, there is not perhaps 
a more sound remark than that of Quintilian, which 
has sometimes been deemed paradoxical, only because 
it is profound, in his celebrated comparison of the 
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Greek and Roman masters — Qwr(B plus in illo; in 
hoc naturce. 

Although the difference between the ancient and 
modern audience, and, above all other diversities, 
perhaps, the abundant supply of composition through 
the press, and the universally diffused habits of read- 
ing, must render it impracticable to restore anything 
like the niceties of execution and of criticism which 
we have been contemplating; yet we may safely 
affirm, that even the most ordinary assembly of hearers 
have a far better taste than they generally get credit 
for. Cicero remarked this long ago; and there is 
certainly no reason why the observation should be 
more applicable to a Roman multitude than to any 
other. "Mirabile est" (says he) "cum plurimum in 
faciendo intersit inter doctum et rudem, quam non 
multum differat in judicando." — {De Orat, iii.) But 
that the chief excellence of the Greek orator, rapid 
argument, and, still more, striking points strongly and 
shortly made, and in choice language — always har- 
monious except where the subject requires a discord, 
or where sweetness is incompatible with force, — ^that 
this would be infallibly successful with a modern 
audience, when so few of Cicero's beauties could be 
borne, we conceive to be a proposition which requires 
no proof beyond the attentive study of almost any of 
the Athenian's works. Let any reader who has been 
accustomed to hear debates in Parliament, note what 
passages have struck him most in those works, and he 
will find that they are the sort of things which have 
the most instantaneous success in modern speeches; 
which produce the most sudden and thrilling sensa- 
tions ; and, finding in every bosom an echo, occasion 
the loudest expressions of assent. Now, some speakers 
may create admiration by careful composition alone, 
or without sallies ; but they do not find their way as 
the old Greek did to our hearts. Others may find 
their way thither without the just care of composition;^ 
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but he united both powers, and concealed, for the time 
at least, the labour by which the combination was 
effected. Can we marvel that his success was prodi- 
gious — ^and that it was equally complete with hearers 
whom he was to move, and with critics whom he was 
to please ? But the experiment which we are suggest- 
ing must be made hx sl very attentive reader ; and it 
may not succeed at the first. He must imbue himself 
so thoroughly with a knowledge of aU the circum- 
stances in which the oration was delivered, that he can 
enter at once into the situation of the speaker and the 
hearer; and he must ponder accurately the words 
used in each fine passage, often read them, and often 
repeat them, until their power is familiar to his mind, 
and their force and their harmony to his ear. In no 
other way can he enter into the feehngs with which 
they were heard by those to whom the language was 
natural, and the extremely small number of the topics 
as well known as the features of their own or the 
orator's countenance. 

It will thus be found, that there is not any long 
and close train of reasoning in the Orations, still less 
any profound observations, or remote and ingenious 
allusions ; but a constant succession of remarks, bearing 
immediately upon the matter in hand, perfectly plain, 
and as readily admitted as easily understood. These 
are intermingled with the most striking appeals, some- 
times to feelings which all were conscious of, and 
deeply agitated by, though ashamed to own; some- 
times to sentiments widen every man was panting to 
utter, and delighted to hear thundered forth — bursts 
of oratory, therefore, which either overwhelmed or 
reUeved the audience. Such hits, if we may use a 
homely phrase (for more dignified language has no 
word to express the thing), are the principal glory of 
the great combatant; it is by these that he carries 
all before him, and to them that he sacrifices all the 
paltry graces which are the delight of the Asian and 
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Italian schools. Suppose the audience in the state we 
are figuring, it is eviaent that one sentence, or paren- 
thesis, or turn of expression — a, single phrase — the 
using a word, or pronouncing a name, at the right 
place and in the just sense, may be all that is wantmg 
to rouse the people's feelings, or to give them vent. 
Now in this way, and not by chains of reasotiing, like 
mathematical demonstration or legal argument, it is 
that Demosthenes carries us away; and it is in no 
otherwise that an assembly at the present day is to 
be inspired and controlled. Whosoever among the 
moderns has had great success in eloquence, may be 
found not perhaps to have followed the wecian master, 
but certainly in some sort to have fallen into his track. 
Had he studied coi^ectness equally, the effect would 
have been heightened^ and a far more excellent thing 
would have been offered to our deUberate admiration, 
after its appeal to the feelings had been successfully 
made. 

In illustration of these remarks, we might refer to 
the fine passages upon which we have sSready com- 
mented, only with the view of examining their com- 
position. Who, for instance, can doubt that the Xcycro 
Ti Kaivoi> is a burst of the very kind most adapted to 
electrify an English House of Commons ? Indeed, we 
may go farther; for, change Macedon into Corsica, 
ana substitute Europe for Greece, the passage itself 
might have been pronounced at any time during the 
late war with infallible success — or perhaps, in the 
present day, we might apply it to the Cahnuck mem- 
bers of the Holy Miance. But let us attend to one 
or two of his turns, where the argument is more 
enlarged. In the oration upon the Chersonese, his 
principal object is to defend Diopeithes against the 
charge of living caused the war by his inroad into 
Thrace, and to obtain for him the support of the 
country in those operations necessary to support his 
army ; and he begins by grappling with the arguments 
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of those who are so ready to call everything done by 
Diopeithes an attack upon Philip, and yet never can 
see any harm in Philip, who had done all but attack 
their arsenals; and observe how suddenly he turns 
this trite topic into a conclusive answer to every- 
thing urged by those same partizans of Philip against 
Diopeithes, and, as it were, finishes the discussion at 
the first blow. 

" But, for Heaven's sake, let) them not still pretend 
that Philip, so long as he lets Attica and the Pirasus 
alone, neither wrongs the country nor wages war 
against it. If this be their notion of right — ^this their 
definition of peace — ^unjust, indeed, and intolerable it 
manifestly is, and fatal to your security ; — but, at all 
events, it is utterly repugnant to the charges with 
which those very men are bearing down Diopeithes ; 
for with what consistency can they suffer Philip to do 
every one act short of invading Attica, and call it 
peace; and yet, the moment Diopeithes succours the 
Thracians, accuse him of making war upon Philip?"* 
After showing the dangerous tendency of Phihp's 
projects, and the evils of letting him bring the war 
near their country, he breaks out into a vehement 
inculpation of the Athenians, for their numberless 
neghgences and follies in the conduct of their affairs. 
This passage has all the characteristic fire and rapidity 
and point of the orator ; it affords, too, an example of 
a very fine repetition, in which, the same wordb are 
used a second time with the most powerful effect, and 
the whole is brought to bear full upon the question 
of Diopeithes, which is first introduced by a skilful 
parenthesis. The orator's favourite figure of antithesis 
IS not spared;! ^^^ ^^^ original is as sonorous to the 

• Orat, GrcBC,^ i, 91. 

f The love of this figure, as is well known, was one of the very few 
parts of his oratory upon which the vile scurrility of the Greek satirists 
(or rather bufibons) could fix. Even those abandoned writers, shameless 
as they were in their attacks upon the orator's life, which by fabrications 
they could misrepresent, durst not sneer at his works, because they were 
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ear as it is striking by the sense with which it is so 
over-informed. 

"'Hjuetc ours xpr^fxara enrtjiepHV (iovXofieOa^ owe 
avToi <TTpaTeve<T0ai ToXfiWfievj ovtb twv koivwv aire- 
X^aQai SvvafieOaj owe rag frvvra^eig AioireiOei SiSofiev, 
ovu' ba av avrog avrto TTopitrriTai, eiraivovfiev, aXXa 
^aaKawofxev Kai tTKOirovfiev, TroOfv kqi ti fieXXei TraieiVj 
Kai wavra ra roiawa, ow' eweiSriTrep ovrtog e\ofiev, ra 
rnuLerep' avrwv Trparreiv eOeXo/iev. aXX' ev fjiev rotg 
Xoyoig, Tovg rrig iroXeijjg Xeyovrag a^ia eTraivovfiev' ev 
oe Toig epyoig roig evavriovjuLevoig rowoig (rvvaywvi" 
ZofieOa. ifieig fiev roivov enoOare eaarore rov irapovra 
epurrav, ri ovv yjpr) iroieiv\ eyu) 8' vfiag epG}Tri<Tai 
povXofjiai ; Ti ovv ypn Xeyeiv ; ei yap fitire eKTOKrere^ 
fATire avroi orpaTCuacirOf, ACijre rtjjv fcoevoiv afpe^eaOe, 
pLTlTe rag avvra^eig Aioireiuei Soxrere, fir\Te 6<r' av avrog 
avTw TTOpiariTai, eatrare, fxr\Te ra vfierep* avrwv Trparreiv 
e0eXri<Tere, ovk exw ri Xeyio' ei yap ijSij roaavrviv 
e^ovmdv roig airtaaOdi Kai Sial^aXXeiv fiovXofievoig 
SeSorc, ojore Kai irepi wv av f^aui fieXXeiv avrov TTOieiv, 
Kai irepi rovrtsyv TrpoKarriyopovvrtJV aKpoaaOai, ri av 
rig Xeyoi ; — (Reiske, Orat. Grcec, i., 95). 

"You neither choose to contribute your money — 
nor dare to serve in person — ^nor bear to sacrifice your 
shares in the distributions — nor do you furnish to 
Diopeithes the appointed supplies — ^nor give him credit 
for supplying himself, but vilify him for what he has 
done, and pry into what he is going to do : * nor can 
you apply yourselves to the management of your own 
affairs ; but you go on lauding, by your words, those 
whose coimcus are worthy of their country, while, by 
your actions, you are straining every nerve for their 

before the public. An extreme care of composition, and fondness for 
antithesis, was all they could lay to his charge. Thus, ironically, he 
is termed — faa^atf X»y»vs avS^wes^ »vhn itvvrcn avrtfitrcv Cir«y cv^tv. — 
Athen. vi., 224. 

* His accustomed iravru ret rotavret is also here, in which a feebleness 
of sense, perhaps, was covered by the efitet of the sound in closing a 
period or member. 
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antagonists. Then, you are perpetually asking of each 
speaker who appears — ^what is to be doner But I 
would fain ask you — ^what is to be said ? For if you* 
will neither contribute, nor serre, nor sacrifice your 
shares, nor furnish Diopeithes his supplies, nor suffer 
him to supply himself, nor attend to your own affairs, 
I know not what is to be said; for, if you will gire 
such licence to those who are sifting and calumniating 
his conduct, that you must lend an ear both to their 
predictions of what he may hereafter do, and to the 
positive charges which they ground on those predic- 
tions, what can any one say?" This wonderfully 
condensed and most spirited exposure (in the last 
clause) of the unbearable injustice practised towards 
the general, must remind every reader of many pas- 
sages of Mr. Fox's speeches; one in particular we 
recollect, upon the conduct and consequences of the 
War, in the debate on Parliamentary Eeform in 1797. 
In passages of the same effect the Third Philippic 
especially abounds; in fire and variety, indeed, it is 
surpassed by none of the lesser orations ; and by some ^ 
it is preferred to all the rest. The argument against 
trustmg Philip's friends, and giving up those orators 
who had steadily opposed him, drawn from the ex- 
ample of other states who had fallen into this snare, 
as Oritum, Eretria, and Olynthus, merits especial 
attention. Nothing can be nner than the burst of 
irony at the close of that part beginning icaXnv y cm 
TToXAoi — "A noble t return have the Oritans met 
with, for betaking themselves to Philip's creatures, 

* We have rendered both portions of the passage in the second person ; 
the original changes from the first to the second, for a reason only appli- 
cable to the Greek, namely, the beaaUM variety a^rded by the flexioo. 
ThoSf the first part rons — /3«tfr«^t^«, rtXfttfitt^ 'inmfttiUf )<)«/mii', t0ix.»fU9, 
&c. ; the second, }«mri, t^iXfr^-ir*^ &c. The force of wf$»aim'y«^»v*Ta09y 
following fiti^Xttv, as it does, can only be rendered by the repetition in the 
text, which gives the sense accurately. 

t The literal translation **fine" or ** pretty,** expresses the sense oom- 
pletely, bat is too colloquiaL 
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and abandoning Enptraeus I A noble treatment have 
the Eretrians received, for dismissing your ambas- 
sadors and surrendering themselves to Clitarchus — 
they are now enslaved, and tortured, and scourged I* 
Nobly have the Olynthians fared for giving the com- 
mand of their horse to Lasthenes, while they banished 
Apollonides!" Now, every name here pronounced 
awakened in the audience the recollection of events 
deeply interesting to them ; and the few words applied 
to each were sufficient to bring up the most lively idea 
of those drcumstances on which the orator desired to 
dwell. 

Both the orations upon the embassy afford many fine 
examples of the same kind. In that of Demosthenes, 
we may note the observations upon his motives in 
prefemng the charge, especially the part beginning 
aKOTTure ei €^' oict — ^^^ description of Philip's peculiar 
fortune, that when he stood in need of mischievous men 
to do his work, irovijpoiv avOpwnwv, he always found 
men even more miscluevous than he wanted, irovfypo- 
rcpovc «vp6tv in c/SowXcro, — ^perhaps, too, the bitter 
description of the Athenian populace, which he puts 
into the mouths of his adversaries, but seems to nave 
wrought as highly as if he meant to adopt it.j: But 
the oration for Ctesiphon abounds in these passages 
more than all the rest, and in a far greater variety. 
It may suffice to remind the classical reader of the 
powerful description of Philip, where he contrasts his 
conduct with that of the Athenians, and presents him 
wounded and miumed, but cheerfully abandoning to 
fate any of his limbs, provided what was left might 
live in honour and renown; the exposure of the 
variance between the charge and the decree on which 
it purports to proceed, particularly the {>assage that 
follows the decree ; the exposure of .dBschines's incon- 

* There is no giving the force of the Greek here— ^vXtv«vr< y$ 
fUi0rty9»fA%v$t tuu e'rf%C\ovfAtfu--^Orat. GroeCf i., 128. 
t Orat. Grac., i., 410. t ^bid, 883. 
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sistency in ascribing to fortune the favourable result of 
a mere statesman's councils, while he imputes to those 
councils the disasters that arise in the operations of the 
war; the appeal to his own services, which had, for 
the first time, obtained for Athens the extraordinary 
honour of a crown from the other States of Greece, 
the question now being, whether the very ordinary 
honours of the civic crown had been rightly decreed 
to him ; with almost every other sentence of that long 
and wonderful passage which immediately follows his 
Theban Decree ; and more especially the part begin- 
ning €1 yap TavTa wpoairo qkoviti. Upon these, how- 
ever, we have the less occasion to enlarge here, as 
they will fall afterwards under consideration with 
reference to the subject of these remarks, when we 
discuss the merits of the translation, and offer the 
specimens we have promised. 

The grand excellence which we have been contem- 
plating, is, if not peculiar to Demosthenes, at least 
possessed by him in a degree prodigiously superior to 
any other orator of ancient times, -£schines excepted, 
who abounds in fine passages of a similar description, 
though more diffuse, and more verbose also, and less 
cogent in their effect, as well as rapid in succession. 
Hfs richness is, however, truly magnificent, and appears 
almost to have been a compensation for the dimmution 
of strength in the judgment of Cicero, who indeed 
resembles him more than his great rival, though it 
is impossible to think that he formed his style upon 
either model. The reader who, without studying his 
masterpiece, the defence of his conduct in the embassy, 
would form at once an idea of jEschines's beauties, and 
his more luxuriant manner, may turn to the truly 
Demosthenean attack upon Demosthenes, in the oration 
against Ctesiphon, where he draws his invective from 
an Athenian law, analogous to our law of deodands ; 
and to the concluding part of the oration against 
Timarchus; from one fine burst in which Lucretius 
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has evidently borrowed, in his description of the real 
hell created by unruly desires-^" //ij yap ouade" — 
" rove ri<Ts[iriKOTag iroivag eXaveiy^ Kai TroXa^etv Samv 
rifjiij,evaig" — " Think not that it is furies, like those we 
see on the stage, who chase the wicked, and torment 
them with flammg torches ; but lawless appetites," &c., 
&c. — "these are the real furies," &c.* But Cicero 
himself twice copied this great passage ; in his earliest 
speech, the "Pro Sexto Koscio," and still more closely 
in his later oration, that of " In L. Pisonem," which is 
almost a translation from iEschines.j* 

Demosthenes studied under Isaeus ; but no speeches 
of that orator are preserved, excepting upon mere 
private causes ; and we confess that the total want of 
mterest in the subject, and the minuteness of the 
topics, has always made a perusal of them so tedious, 
as to prevent us from being duly sensible of the force 
and keenness in which he was said to abound. Demos- 
thenes is also understood to have resembled Pericles in 
his style. But this is a subject upon which no modern 
can speak, nor indeed any one except those who lived 
in the days of Demosthenes, and might therefore have 
received accounts of Pericles from his contemporaries ; 
for it seems certain that he left nothing in writing 
behind him, and that the orations in Thucydides, 
which bear his name, were written by others — pro- 
bably by that historian himself. J {Quint, III., 1, and 
XIL, 2.) But Demosthenes is known to have deeply 
studied that historian ; and though the three orations 

• Reiske, Oral, Groec, iil, 187. 

f " Nolite enim putare ut in scenft videtis, homnes consceleratus impulsu 
deoram teneri furiarum taectisde dentibus. Sua quemque frenso suum 
{acinus, suum scelas— sua audacia, de sanitate ac mente deturbat. Hn 
sunt impiorum Furia — hae flammse — hsB faces." — (In L. cap. Pis.) He 
has a similar passage in his treatise De Legg.^ lib. i. It is remarkable how 
much he had improved in his last treatises, the Pro Sexto and the In 
Pisonem; but it is also remarkable how much closer he came to the 
original in the latter work. 

X The passage in Cicero (De Oraty Kb. ii.,) seems by no means 
sufficient evidence of Pericles having left works behind him. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



204 GREEK OBATOBS. 

there given as those of Pericles, resemble anything 
rather than that "thunder and lightning" which 
tradition has ascribed to him, yet there is something 
in the diction, particularly the chaste and beautifiu 
antitheses,* which may have been copied by the great 
orator of the succeeding age. In abundance of general 
remark, and want of cogent reasoning, they rather 
resemble the speeches in Sallust. One of them, in- 
deed, is a funeral oration, and the other was spoken to 
soothe the angry passions of the multitude. 

Upon the prevailing character of extreme concise- 
ness which has been so often remarked in the style of 
Demosthenes, and which extends to his figures, to the 
ornamental as well as the argumentative and narrative 

Earts (if indeed we can make any such distinction in 
im who had nothing of mere ornament), one observa- 
tion must be added. If the orations were spoken in 
all respects as they now appear, it is extremely difficult 
to conceive how they should, in all their parts, have 
produced their full effect. Possibly, when afterwards 
written over, some things may have been omitted — 
some of that expansion curtailed which seems almost 
indispensable in speaking, as we know for certain that 
some passages have been left out in both jEschines 
and Demosthenes, from the allusions to them which 
are to be found in the replies. It will not be imagined 
that we, for an instant, think of commending the con- 
trary extrelne of diffuseness, of overloading, of re- 
dundant point and figure and circumstance into which 
modem composers of all kinds, both writers and 
speakers, have run, never satisfied without exhausting 
each idea, and running down, as it were, every topic 
that presents itself. Yet one can hardly suppose any 
audience so quick, as, in the time required for uttering 
two or three words, to seize the whole meaning which 
they allude to, rather than convey. "Vitanda ilia 

* See particularlj the fitst of these speeches, 7%ticy(f., lib. !., 8ub,fin, 
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brevitas et abruptum sermonis genus, quod otiosum 
iForte lectorem minus fallit, audientem transvolat, nee 
dum repetatur expectat." Even the celebrated simile 
in the great speech, which has been so much admired 
by those who judged of its effect as readers, the oxnrep 
vetjtoQ, seems liable to this remark ; the words that go 
before scarcely prepare the hearer sufficiently for what 
is coming, ana the speaker is in the middle of some- 
thing else before the due impression can hare been 
made. It deserves our attention, that in another 
passage, where a similar figure is introduced, some 
MSS. add another word. In most editions, no doubt, 
it is ixTinp xujjiappovQ av ^inrav rovro to wpayfia eig 
rriv TToXiv eKTeireae : but in one MS. which Taylor has 
followed,* it is uxrnep <7ici|7rroc n xsipappovg. In 
appljring to modern languages the rules of rigorous 
conciseness; in teaching those who must use instru- 
ments comparatively so feeble, that most difficult lesson 
"to blot," — a lesson as hard to an author as "to 
forget" is to a lover, and for the same reason, his 
fondness — ^it must be distinctly admitted, not only that 
more words are required to express the same idea£», 
but that it may often be necessary to crowd more ideas 
into the same passage, in order to make only an equal 
impression to what the ancient would have accom- 
plished by the powers of his finer language. Thus, 
X^c/iappovc both signifies, in one word, a winter 
torrent, and, by its fine sound, produces on the hearer 
an effect equal to our translation of both (jkijittoc and 
X^ipcippovg together. Consider for a moment the fine 
words collected in any of Demosthenes's grander pas- 
sages, as the famous oath, where we have such verbs 
as irpoKivSwevaavrag and frapaTa^aptvovg. Even 

* See Reiske, L, 278. So Wolf, &c In another passage of the same 
oration (292), ^xn^-rtg n x^*f*^ ^ ^^ ^ *^ ^^ MSS. which omit the 
former word in the first passage. But we cannot help regarding the 
XUftMv as an interpolation, — ^which »eema to be Beiske's opinion also. — 
VidA note in torn. zi. 
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admitting that we have something like the aorist in 
English, at any rate we have no participles which in 
one word convey the ideas of action and tmie together ; 
then we have no particles which enable one word to 
express a whole sentence as here — "exposing them- 
selves to dangers in warding off a meditated attack ; " 
or "for the common safety of Greece" — ^and, lastly, 
we have few or none of those words which so fill the 
ear as to render a variation of the idea, by adding 
other words, superfluous. With them a word often 
produced the whole effect desired; while we must 
supply the defect of strength by addition. It must, 
on the other hand, be allowed, that our language gains 
considerably in delicacy what it loses in force. While 
many of the words in most ordinary use among the 
ancients, recalled, by their structure, their very base 
origin, and were indeed powerful in proportion to the 
plamness with which that origin was perceived, we 
question if there be one word in use among us, in 
serious composition, which savours of an indeUcate 
etymology; and even the expressions allowed in lighter 
works, are only indeUcate to those who know the 
foreign language they come* from. At the same time, 
we are aware that a certain violence of expression, in 
which Demosthenes and iEschines both indulge, may, 
independent both of the structure of the language, and 
of the difference of manners, be deemed to partake of 
coarseness. To this charge, perhaps, the saying of 
Dr. Johnson may afford a concise and not unjust 
answer — "Big thinkers require big words."! 

* Independent of the phrases of unequivocal grossness which ancient - 
manners allowed to be bandied about in debate, words of an impure 
original were transferred to an ordinary acceptation, the etymon being 
however plain to every Greek who heard them — as »KrK9rv9T»(^ fihXv^af, 
&c. Such words as rascalj gadso^ &c., with us, are of foreign origin, which 
veils their grossness. 

t When Demosthenes describes (in the oration upon the Embassy) 
the attempts of Philip to corrupt the Orator, he uses the word Irxttimftriy 
tried or sounded by making the money tinkle or chink in their ears ; a 
figure taken from the manner of trying horses by ringing a bell near 
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It may not be unfit to close this article, as we did 
a former one upon Roman eloquence, with a few words 
upon the pronunciation of the language among the 
ancients themselves. A passage in Quintilian then 
furnished us with the clue ; and the Greek Quintilian 
may render the same service on the present occasion. 
Dionysius of Hahcarnassus plainly indicates, in a chap- 
ter of his treatise on composition, which treats of the 
Letters, that the Greeks pronounced in a manner 
wholly different from our Southern neighbours, and 
much more nearly resembUng our own method, and 
that used upon the Continent. Thus, he says, a is, 
when long, the most sonorous of the vowels, and is 
pronounced by opening the mouth as wide as possible 
(avoiyfievov eiri ttXciotov), and raising the breath 
upwards, irpog tov ovpavov, which commentators con- 
sider as a metaphor for the palate; v is pronounced, 
he says, by contracting the lips greatly, and stifling 
{irviyerai) the breath, and issuing a small sound ; the 
sound of i, in like manner, is described exactly as the 
Scotch and foreigners pronounce it; ij is described 
differently from both the English and Scotch pro- 
nunciation, and resembUng the Continental, if we 
mistake not, being the sound of the Latin e both in 
this and foreign countries. Of c, no distinct account 
is given, nor any account at all of the diphthongs.* 
Of the consonants, x was evidently pronounced as the 
Scotch and foreign nations sound it ; for, of the three, 
K, X ^^d 7> i* is placed at the opposite extreme to k, 
y being put as the middle between them, whereas the 
English confound it almost entirely with k. About ^, 
there may be some doubt; for, in one place, we are 



them. Another "big thinker/* in the Impeachment of 1806, said of 
the defendant — " Does he see money when it shines ? Does he hear it 
when it chinks?" 

♦ The use of the diphthong ac/, ««, in Aristophanes, to express the bark- 
ing of a dog, as we say bow, wow^ clearly shows the diphthong to have 
been sounded in the Scotch and Continental manner. 
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told that it consists of <f and 8* mingling, but so as 
to have the sound of both ; and, in another, it is de- 
scribed as much more pleasing to the ear than the 
other double consonants. It appo^s, therefore, to 
have had a sound more soft than our Scotch pro- 
nunciation, which preservea the 8 and o* distinctly, 
but not quite so near the soft c ^ the English pro- 
nunciation makes it Of certain sounds peculiar to 
the English pronunciation, no trace is to be found in 
this author's remarks;! as the i short, and also the 
long sound of the same vowel, if indeed thai be not 
rather a diphthongal sound. But persons more learned 
in these matters than we can pretend to be, may b© 
aware of other authwities. The well-known saying 
of Milton, against pronouncing Ltatin in the English 
way, was, by him, confined to that la^aguage; but 
there can be no doubt that his praetice extended to 
Greek also. 

* The r ia put Wore ^ ; thoiigli, in describing the other tvo doaUei 
consonants, it is pat after i. Is this an error in the transcriber — or Is it 
a Doricism ?^— For we know that the Doric tvanspofied the # in i^. 
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Wb regard the publication of this collection as an 
event of great importance, both in a literary and 
political view. The orations which have been given 
to the world in modern times, under the sanction of 
the person who delivered them, or in such a manner 
as to secure a tolerable share of correctness, are 
lamentably few. Perhaps Mr. Burke's are the only 
speeches of note which have been printed in an 
authentic shape, in an age teeming with orators, and, 
though prolific of much bad eloquence, adorned by 
some of the greatest geniuses that ever practised this 
divine art. When we consider how great the differ- 
ence is between ancient and modern eloquence, — 
how much of that which peculiarly marks the latter 
was utterly unknown to tne ancients — ^we mean, the 
extemporaneous reasoning and declamation known by 
the name of debating, — and when we reflect how 
much more adapted tnis tale;^jt is to the business of 
real life than the elaborate and ornate compositions 
of antiquity, — ^we cannot fail to lament, that almost 
all our great masters of the art have died, without 
leaving a trace of their genius behind them; and 

• The Speeches of ike Honourable Thomas Ershine (now Lnrd ErsMne), 
when at the Bctr, on Suhjects connected vnth the Liberty of the Press^ and 
against Constructive Treasons. Collected by James Bidgway. 2 vols. 
8vo, pp. 864. Ridgway, Loodoiif 1810. 

This publication is understood to haye been superintended by Mr. 
Cutler Ferguson, ivho wrote the Preface or Introduction. 

P 
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that if, unhappily, the free constitution of England 
were destroyed, the speeches of Mr. Burke alone 
would leave to posterity any means of conjecturing 
what powers had been exerted to avert its fate. To 
those immortal specimens of modern popular elo- 
quence, must now be added the most perfect examples 
of the eloquence of the Bar which are to be found in 
any age ; for the volumes before us both collect and 
preserve the fugitive publications of Mr. Erskine's 
speeches formerly in circulation, and add, in a correct 
and authentic form, several which had been most 
scantily and inaccurately reported. 

These volumes, which we rejoice to learn will be 
followed by another, embrace the most celebrated 
speeches, from the case of Captain Baillie in 1779, 
when Mr. Erskine, in the very outset of his brilliant 
career, astonished the legal world with a display of 
talents, which was outshone, indeed, but not obscured 
by his own riper efforts, down to his celebrated 
defence of Mr. Perry in 1793, when, having long 
stood unrivalled among English lawyers for eloquence, 
for skill and conduct, for knowledge of the consti- 
tutional law of the realm, and for dauntless love of 
liberty, he put forth his matured genius with a power 
that carried everything before it, and bore down the 
utmost efforts of the court against the independence 
of the British press. The speeches are twelve in 
number; and they are prefaced with such explana- 
tions of the subjects, extracts from the pleadings, 
and reports of the speeches of the Crown lawyers to 
whom Mr. Erskine replied, as serve to render the 
matter of them perfectly intelligible to every reader. 
Where it is of importance, the address of the judge 
to the jury is likewise inserted ; and many anecdotes 
which occurred at the trials are added, — with the 
verdict, — motions in arrest of judgment, and con- 
versations at delivering the verdict, — ^where anything 
of this kind took place. The prefatory statements 
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are very well, and, as far as we happen to know, 
very faithfully executed. We have understood, that 
the public is indebted for them, and indeed for this 
publication, to a gentleman of the profession. Mr. 
Erskine himself, we believe, revised many of his 
speeches at the time of their original publication — 
at least we have heard so ; and, from the character 
of accuracy which they here bear, we are incUned 
to beUeve the report. By rather a singular omission 
in so careful a compilation, no table of contents is 

fiven to these volumes. We shall therefore give a 
st of the speeches contained in them. The first is 
that in Captain Baillie's case, in the Court of King's 
Bench. Then follows the speech for Carnan, at the 
Bar of the House of Commons, against the monopoly 
of the two Universities in printing almanacs. Next 
come — ^the famous speech for Lord George Gordon 
at the Old Bailey — ^the speeches for the Dean of St 
Asaph, at Shrewsbury assizes, at the motion in the 
King's Bench for a new trial, and afterwards in sup- 
port of the rule, — with a note of his speech in arrest 
of judgment, in the same noted case. These close 
the first volume. The second begins the speech for 
Paine; after which comes the speech, rather more 
popular at the time, against the publisher of the Age 
of Reasmi — and which finds a place here somewhat 
strangely, as it was not delivered for years after the 
period where these volumes end, and should have 
come into a subsequent part of the publication. The 
speech in Stockdale's case follows; and then those 
for Messrs. Frost and Perry; with which the second 
volume concludes. 

In these volumes, we have a complete body of the 
law of libel, and a most perfect history of its progress, 
down to the libel bill of Mr. Fox, which owed its 
origin, indeed, to the doubts and difficulties that arose 
during the prosecution (is there not an error in the 
first syllable?) of the Dean of St. Asaph. The 
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argument on the rights of juries, as connected with 
that case, affords the clearest exposition of the sub- 
ject, and is, in itself, by far the most learned com- 
mentary on the nature of that inestimable mode of 
trial, which is anywhere to be found. Mr. Fox's 
bill is merely declaratory of the principles, which were 
laid down in this argument with unrivalled clearness, 
and enforced with a power of reasoning which none ev^ 
denied to this great adrocate, except in the moment 
when, dazzled by the astonishing powers of his lan- 
guage, they were tempted to fancjr, that so rare a 
union of different qualities was not in nature ; and to 
doubt whether such eloquence and fire — so Urely an 
imagination, and so great warmth of passions, were 
compatible with the faculties of close reasoning and 
nice discrimination. As connected, then, with the 
history of jury trial-^as laying down its principles — 
as furnishmg the groundwork of Mr. Fox's famous 
bill — ^and as having, in point of fact, given occasion 
to that bill, we view the speeches for Dean Shipley, 
which contain a most complete history of that case, as 
the most important part of this collection. We need 
scarcely add, that the trial by jury is here only 
viewed in its relation to the law of Ubel; but, to 
administer this law, is, beyond all comparison, the 
most important office of juries, — the one m which the 
excellence of that institution is most conspicuous and 
indisputable, and independent of which, the objections 
to it would be neither few nor light. Of the speeches 
now described, we purpose to say nothing more at 
present: they are so well known, and so often re- 
ferred to, that we need not dwell upon them in this 
place. 

In the importance of the occasion, and of its conse- 
quences to the liberties of Englishmen, we cannot 
hesitate in placing the defence of Lord George 
Gordon in the next rank. This great speech, and 
the acquittal which it secured to the object of it. 
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were the deathblow of the tremendous doctrine of 
constructive treason. Lord George Gordon's, indeed, 
may be called the Case of Constructive Treasons; 
and, after its decision, that engine of oppression lay 
at rest for a series of years ; till the season of alarm, 
which, with all other monstrous and unutterable 
things, arose out of the French revolution, seemed to 
furnish a fit opportunity for reviving the times of legal 
oppression, and injustice under colour of law. In 
that inauspicious era, this most perilous doctrine 
oncb more found, in the same consummate advocate, 
an enemy so irresistible, that again it utterly failed, 
though brought forward with every chance in its 
favour, from the temper of the times — ^the power of 
the Crown — the madness of the country — the folly 
of the mob, and the talents of Mr. Erskine's political 
enemies and professional rivals. We shall have an 
opportunity of contemplating this, the greatest of all 
his victories, with more advantage, when the speeches 
in 1794 are added to the collection. At present, our 
attention is confined to the defence of Lord George 
Gordon. 

From this we are unable to extract any passages 
which can give a just notion of its character and high 
merits; for these consist, not in dazzling sentences, 
nor in particular bursts of eloquence, but m the close 
texture of the whole argument, both where Mr. 
Erskine lays down the principles of treason-law, — 
skilfully adapting them to his purpose, by bringing 
forward such parts chiefly as suit his case, — and 
illustrating them by a reference to circumstances like 
those he had himself to deal with, and where he more 
particularly and more dbectly makes the application 
of those doctrines to the charges against Lord George 
Gordon. The whole speech must be read, and even 
carefully studied, before a just sense of the talents 
displayed in it can be entertained, or a conjecture 
formed of its great effects upon the audience who 
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beard it, and the tribunal to which it was addressed. 
We shall here only give a passage from the con- 
clusion, — ^because its diction is peculiarly beautiful and 
chaste, and the topics highly persuasive : — 

^ " What, then, has produced this trial for high treason, or 
given it, when produced, the seriousness and solemnity it wears? 
— What, but the inversion of all justice, by judging from conse- 
quences^ instead of from causes and designs? — ^what but the 
artful manner in which the Crown has endeavoured to blend 
the petitioning in a body, and the zeal with which an animated 
disposition conducted it, with the melancholy crimes that fol- 
lowed ?— crimes, which the shameful indolence of our magis- 
trates — ^which the total extinction of all police and government 
suifered to be committed in broad day, and in the delirium of 
drunkenness, by an unarmed banditti— without a head — ^without 
plan or object — and without a refuge from the instant gripe of 
justice ;— ^a banditti, with whom the associated Protestants and 
their president had no manner of connexion, and whose cause 
they overtiumed, dishonoured, and ruined. 

*^ How unchristian, then, is it to attempt, without evidence, 
to infect the imaginations of men who are sworn dispassionately 
and disinterestemy to try the trivial offence of assembling a 
multitude with a petition to repeal a law (which has happened 
so often in all our memories), by blending it with the fatal 
catastrophe on which every man's mind may be supposed to 
retain some degree of irritation ! — OJiel Ofe! Is the intel- 
lectual seat of justice to be thus impiously shaken? Are your 
benevolent propensities to be thus disappointed and abused? 
— ^Do they wish you, while you are listemng to the evidence, to 
connect it with unforeseen consequences, in spite of reason and 
truth? Is it their object to hang the millstone of prejudice 
around his innocent neck to sink him ?— ^If there be such men, 
may Heaven forgive them for the attempt, and inspire you with 
fortitude and wisdom to discharge your duty with calm, steady, 
and reflecting minds. 

*^ Grentlemen, I have no manner of doubt J;hat you will. — I 
am sure you cannot but see, notwithstanding my great inability, 
increased by a perturbation of mind (arising, thank God ! from 
no dishonest cause), that there has been not only no evidence 
on the part of the Crown to fix the guilt of the late commotions 
upon the prisoner, but that, on the contrary, we have been able 
to resist the probability — I might almost say the possibility — of 
the charge, not only by living witnesses, whom we only ceased 
to call because the trial would never have ended, but by the 
evidence of all the blood that has paid the forfeit of that guilt 
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already — an eTidenoe that, I will take upon me to say, is the 
strongest and most unanswerable which the combination of 
natural events ever brought together since the beginning of the 
world for the deliverance of the oppressed : — since, in the late 
numerous trials for acts of violence and depredation, though 
conducted by the ablest servants of the Crown, with a laudable 
eye to the investigation of the subject which now engages us, 
no one fact appeared which show^ any plan, any object, any 
leader — since, out of forty-four thousand persons who signed 
the petition of the Protestants, not one was to be found among 
those who were convicted, tried, or even apprehended on 
suspicion — and since, out of all the felons who were let loose 
from prisons, and who assisted in the destruction of our pro- 
perty, not a single wretch was to be found who could even 
attempt to save his own life by the plausible promise of giving 
evidence to-day. 

" What can overturn such a proof as this I Surely a good 
man might, without superstition, oelieve that such an union of 
events was something more than natural, and that the divine 
Providence was watchful for the protection of innocence and 
truth. 

** I may now, therefore, relieve you from the pain of hearing 
me any longer, and be myself relieved from speaking on a sub- 
ject which agitates and distresses me. Since Lord Georse 
Gordon stands clear of every hostile act or purpose against the 
Legislature of his country, or the properties of his fellow- 
subjects — since the whole tenor of his conduct repels the 
belief of the traitorous intention charged by the indictmen1^r-my 
task is finished. I shall make no address to your passions — 1 
will not remind you of the long and rigorous unprisonment he 
has suffered — ^I will not speak to you of his great youth, of his 
illustrious birth, and of his uniformly animated and generous 
zeal in Parliament for the constitution of his country. Such 
topics might be useful in the balance of a doubtful case ; yet, 
even then, I should have trusted to the honest hearts of English- 
men to have felt them without excitation. At present the plain 
and rigid rules of justice and truth are sufficient to entitle me 
to your verdict."— 1., 132-135. 

A singular passage, to be found in this speech, 
affords a great contrast to the calm and even mild 
tone of its peroration. It is indeed, as far as we know, 
the only instance of the kind in the history of modern 
eloquence ; and we might justly have doubted, if even 
Mr, Erskine's skill, and well-known discretion as a 
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public speaker, had not forsaken him, and allowed 
his heat and fancy to hurry him somewhat too far, 
— ^had we not, in the traditional account of the perfect 
success which attended this passage, the most unequi- 
vocal evidence in his favour. After reciting a variety 
of circumstances in Lord George's conduct, and quot- 
ing the language which he used, the orator suddenly, 
abruptly, and violently breaks out with this exclama- 
tion — " / sayy BY God, that man is a rufiian, who 
shall, after this, presume to build upon such honest, 
artless conduct, as an evidence of guilt!" — (Vol. L, p. 
125). The sensation produced by these words, and 
by the magic of the voice, the eye, the face, the figure, 
and all we call the manner with which they were 
uttered, is related, by those present on this great 
occasion, to have been quite electrical, and to baffle 
all power of description. The feeling of the moment 
alone, — that sort of sympathy which subsists between 
an observant speaker and his audience, — which com- 
municates to him, as he goes on, their feehngs under 
what he is saying, — deciphers the language of their 
looks, — and even teaches him, without regarding 
what he sees, to adapt his words to the state of their 
minds, by merely attending to his own. This intuitive 
and ,momentary impulse could alone have prompted 
a flight, which it alone could sustain; and, as its 
failure would indeed have been fatal, so its eminent 
success must be allowed to rank it among the most 
famous feats of oratory. 

The speech which we are inclined to rank the next 
in importance, but the first in oratorical talent, and 
happily the most accurately reported and revised, is 
the celebrated defence of Stockdale, whose trial may 
be termed the case of Libels ; for in it we have clearly 
laid down, and most powerfully enforced, the doctrine 
which now enters into every such question, — viz., that 
if, taking all the parts of a composition together, it 
shall not be found to exceed the bounds of a free and 
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fair discussion,—^© fair as a regard to good order, the 
peace of society, and the security of the government 
requires, but so free as the nature of our happy con- 
stitution, and the unalienable right of Englishmen to 
canvass public affairs, allows ; — if, in short, the discus- 
sion be, upon the whole, sufficiently decent in its 
language, and peaceable in its import, although marked 
with great freedom of opinion, and couched in terms 
as animated as a free man can use on a subject that 
interests him deeply ; — ^although even a great share of 
heat should be found in the expression, and such in- 
vective as, surpassing the bounds of candour and of 
charity, can only be excused by the violence of honest 
feelings; — nay, although detached passages may be 
pitched upon, in their nature and separate capacity 
amounting to libels: — ^yet these also shall be over- 
looked, and the defendant acquitted, on the ground, 
that he has only used the grand right of political 
discussion with uncommon vehemence. This great 
doctrine, now on the whole generally received, was 
first fully expounded in the deieuce of Stockdale ; and 
it forms obviously the foundation of whatever is more 
than a mere name in the liberty of the press — the first 
and proudest pre-eminence of this country over all the 
rest of Europe. 

While the trial of Mr. Hastings was going on, 
Mr. Stockdale, a bookseller in London, published a 
pamphlet, written by the late Mr. Logan, one of the 
ministers of Leith, and a gentleman of very distin- 
guished genius. It was a defence of Mr. Hastings ; — 
and, in the course of it, the author was led into several 
reflections upon the conduct of the managers, which 
the House of Commons deemed highly contemptuous 
and libellous. The language of certain passages was 
indeed rather free and offensive. The charges against 
Mr. Hastings were said to " originate from misrepre- 
sentation and falseJkood.'* The House of Commons, 
in making one of those charges, was compared to '' a 
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tribunal of inquisition, rather than a Court of Parlia- 
ment" Others of them were stigmatized as " so 
insignificant in themselves, or founded on such gross 
misrepresentations^ that they would not aflfect an 
obscure individual, much less a public character." And, 
after a great deal of other invective, somewhat more 
diffuse, and less offensive in single terms, but fully 
more bitter and sarcastic in substance, the impeach- 
ment of Mr. Hastings was said to be "carried on 
Jrom motives of personal animosity, not from regard 
to public justice " This' pamphlet made a consider- 
able impression on the public mind ; and it was com- 
flained of by Mr. Fox on the part of the managers, 
t deserves, however, to be remarked, that although it 
was published during the proceedings against Mr. 
Hastings, and had a direct and undeniable tendency 
to influence the judgment of the peers as well as the 
country, no attempt was made to commit the printer 
or the author, by the mere authority of the House of 
Commons ; and Mr. Fox himself was content to move 
an address for a prosecution in a court of common law. 
Mr. Stockdale, the publisher, was accordingly tried 
on an information filed by the Attorney-General, ex 
officio. The passages, of which we have just given a 
summary, were set forth, and stated as Ubellous. The 
fact of publication was admitted; and Mr. Erskine 
then delivered the finest of all his orations, — whether 
we regard the wonderful skill with which the argu- 
ment IS conducted, — ^the soundness of the principles 
laid down, and their happy application to the case, — 
or the exquisite fancy with which they are embellished 
and illustrated, — ^and the powerful and touching lan- 
guage in which they are conveyed. It is justly 
regarded, by all English lawyers, as a consummate 
specimen of the art of addressing a jury; — as a 
standard, a sort of precedent for treatmg cases of 
libel, by keeping which in his eye, a man may hope 
to succeed in special pleading his client's case witlun 
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its principle, who is destitute of the talent required 
even to comprehend the other and higher merits of his 
original. By those merits, it is recommended to lovers 
of pure diction, — of copious and animated description, 
— of lively, picturesque, and fanciful illustration, — of 
all that constitutes, if we may so speak, the Poctiy of 
eloquence, — all for which we admire it, when prevented 
from enjoying its Music and its Statuary. We shall 
venture to recommend this exquisite specimen of Mr. 
Erskine's powers, by extracting a few passages almost 
at random. 

He thus introduces his audience to a striking view 
of the grand trial in Westminster Hall, — ^not for the 
sake of making fine sentences, or of adorning his 
speech with a beautiful description, — for the speeches 
of this great advocate may be searched through by the 
most crafty special pleader, from beginning to end, and 
no one instance of such useless ornament will be found, 
— but for the solid and important purpose of interest- 
ing his hearers in the situation of Mr. Hastings, and of 
his defender the author of the pamphlet, — of leading 
the mind to view the prisoner as an oppressed man, 
overwhelmed by the weight of parUamentary resent- 
ment, and ready to be crushed, in the face of the 
country, by the very forms and solemnities of his trial, 
—of insinuating that the pamphlet only ventures to 
say something m defence of this unhappy person, — 
and that, in such an unequal contest, an English jury 
may well excuse a little intemperance in the language 
of such a generous and almost hopeless defence : — 

'* Gentlemen, before I venture to lay the book before you, 
it must be yet tother remembered (for the fact is equally 
notorious) that, under these inauspicious circumstances, the 
trial of Mr. Hastings at the bar of the Lords had actually com- 
menced long before its publicartion. 

"There, the most auffust and striking spectacle was daily 
exhibited which the wond ever witnessed. A vast staofe of 
justice was erected, awful from its high authority, splendid from 
Its illustrious dignity, venerable from the learning and wisdom 
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of its Judges, captiyating and affecting from the mighty con- 
course of jul ranks and conditions which daily flocked into it as 
into a theatre of pleasure ; — there, when the whole public mind 
was at once awed and softened to the impression of every 
human affection, there appeared, day after day, one after 
another, men of the most powerful and exalted talents, eclips- 
ing by their accusing eloquence the most boasted harangues of 
antiquity, — rousing the pride of national resentment by the 
boldest invectives against broken faith and violated treaties, — 
and shaking the bosom with alternate pity and horror by the 
most glowing pictures of insulted nature and humanity ;---ever 
animated and energetic, from the love of fame, which is the 
inherent passion of genius ; — firm and indefatigable, from a 
strong prepossession of the justice of their cause. 

" Gentlemen, when the author sat down to write the book 
now before you, all this terrible, unceasing, exhaustless artillery 
of warm zeal, matchless vigour of understanding, consuming 
and devouring eloquence, united with the highest (fignity, was 
daily, and without prospect of conclusion, pouring forth upoa 
one private unprotected man, who was bound to hear it, in the 
face of the whole people of England, with reverential submission 
and silence. I do not complain of this as I did of the publica- 
tion of the Charges, because it is what the law allowed and 
sanctioned in the course of a public trial : but when it is remem- 
bered that we are not angels, but weak fallible men, and that 
even the noble Judges of that high tribunal are clothed beneath 
their ermines with the common infirmities of man's nature, it 
will bring us all to a proper temper for considering the book 
itself, which will in a few moments be laid before you. But, 
first, let me once more remind you, that it was under all these 
circumstances, and amidst the blaze of passion and prejudice, 
which the scene I have been endeavouring faintly to describe to 
you might be supposed Bkely to produce, that the author, whose 
name I will now give to you, sat down to compose the book 
which is prosecuted to-day as a libel." — ^ii., 229-231. 

He now brings the author more immediately before 
the audience, thus skilfully prepai'ed to give him a 
favourable reception ; and he proceeds to put to them 
at once the chief questi,on they have to decide, — ^but in 
a striking shape : — 

" He felt for the situation of a fellow-citizen, exposed to a 
trial which, whether right or wrong, is undoubtedly a severe 
one ; — a trial, certainly not confined to a few criminal acts like 
those we are accustomed to, but comprehending the transactions 
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of a whole life, and the complicated policies of numerous and 
distant nations ; — a trial, which had neither visible limits to its 
duration, bounds to its expense, nor circomscribed compass for 
the grasp, of memory or understanding ; a trial, which had there- 
fore broke loose from the common form of decision, and had 
become the universal topic of discussion in the world, supersed- 
ing not only every other grave pursuit, but every fashionable 
dissipation. 

" Gentlemen, the question you have, therefore, to try upon 
all this matter is extremely simple. It is neither more nor less 
than this. — At a time when the charges against Mr. Hastings 
were, by the implied consent of the Commons, in every hand, 
and on every table ;— ^*when, by their managers, the lightning of 
eloquence was incessantly consuming him, and flashmg in the 
eyes of the public ; — ^when eveiy man was with perfect impunity 
saying, and writing, and publishing just what he pleased of the 
supposed plunderer and devastator of nations — would it have 
been criminal in Mr. Hastings himself to have reminded the 
public that he was a native of this free land, entitled to the 
common protection of her justice, and that he had a defence in 
his turn to offer them, the outlines of which he implored them 
in the meantime to receive as an antidote to the unlimited and 
unpunished poison in circulation against him ? This is, without 
colour or exaggeration, the true question you are to decide ; 
because I assert, without the hazard of contradiction, that if 
Mr. Hastings himself could have stood justified or excused in 
your eyes for publishing this volume in his own. d^ence, the 
author, if he wrote it bond fide to defend him, must stand 
equally excused and justified ; and if the author be justified, the 
publisher cannot be criminal, unless you had evidence that it 
was published by him with a different spirit and intention from 
those in which it was written. The question, therefore, is cor- 
rectly what I just now stated it to be : Could Mr, Hustings have 
been condemned to infamy for writing this book ? 

" Gentlemen, I tremble with indignation to be driven to put 
Buch a question in England. Shall it be endured that a subject 
of thb country (instead of being arraigned and tried for some 
single act in her ordinary courts, where the accusation, as soon, 
at least, as it is made public, is followed within a few hours by 
the decision) may be impeached by the Commons for the trans- 
actions of twenty years, — that the accusation shall spread as 
wide as the region of letters, — ^that the accused shall stand, day 
afler day^ and year after year, as a spectacle before the public, 
which shall be kept in a perpetual state of inflammation against 
him ; yet that he shall not, without the severest penalties, be 
permitted to submit anything to the judgment of mankind in 
his defence? If this be law (which it is for you to-day to decide), 
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such a man has no trial. That great hall, built by our fathers 
for English justice, is no longer a court, but an altar; and an 
Englishman, instead of being judged in it by God and his 

country, is A VICTIM AND A SACRIFICE/* — ii., 232-234. 

We pass over the whole critical armment which 
follows on the true meaning of the work in question ; 
and come to perhaps the most interesting passage of 
the speech. Although Mr. Erskine very judiciously 
disavows all intention of defending the opinions con- 
tained in the pamphlet, or of censucing the managers, 
and vindicating Mr. Hastings, he is nevertheless led to 
show, that Mr. Hastings's defender only made a sincere 
and bond fide appeal to the public in his behalf ; and 
that he only used, in doing so, the topics which would 
naturally strike every one who impartially considered 
the subject. Without defending Mr. Hastings, there- 
fore, he shows how he may be defended, in order to 
vindicate his client from the charge of making his 
book a cloak for abusing the House of Commons; — 
and it is evident, that the higher he can state the 
grounds of Mr. Hastings's defence, though without 
actually entering upon it, the better it must be for Mr. 
Stockdale. Yet this is not to be rashly done neither. 
On no account could the orator palliate the enormities 
of the Indian administration; — ^the public mind was 
too full of them ; — ^the ears of his audience still rang 
with the prodigious eloquence which had been called 
in to blazon them. Anything absolutely favourable to 
such conduct — ^any appearance of callousness or care- 
lessness to such scenes — and consequently any admis- 
sion which mixed up the pamphleteer too intimately 
with the author of the wrongs complained of — was 
studiously to be shunned. How does this most dex- 
terous advocate proceed ? He studiously separates his 
defence of Stockdale as much as possible from a defence 
of Hastings ; yet he begins to feel his way, by remark- 
ing, that the supporter of the Governor-General might 
fairly wonder at the want of Indian accusers : — 
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•* TVill the Attomey-GeDeral proceed then to detect the hypo- 
crisy of our author, by giving us some detiul of the proofs by 
which these personal enormities have been established, and 
which the writer must be supposed to have been acquainted 
with ? I ask this as the defender of Mr, Stockdale^ not of Mr. 
Hastings, with whom I have no concern. I am sorry indeed to 
be so often obliged to repeat this protest; but I really feel 
myself embarrassed with those repeated coincidences of defence 
which thicken on me as I advance, and which were, no doubt, 
overlooked by the Commons when they directed this interlocu- 
tory inquiry mto his conduct. I ask, then, as counsel for Mr, 
Stockdale, whether, when a great state criminal is brought for 
justice at an immense expense to the public, accused of the 
most oppressive cruelties, and charged with the robbery of 
princes and the destruction of nations, it is not open to anyone 
to ask, Who are the accusers ? What are the sources and the 
authorities of these shocking complaints? Where are the 
ambassadors or memorials of those princes whose revenues he 
has plundered? Where are the witnesses for those unhappy 
men in whose persons the rights of humanity have been violated? 
How deeply buried is the blood of the innocent, that it does not 
rise up in retributive judgment to confound the guilty 1 These 
surely are questions whicn, when a fellow-citizen is upon a long, 
painml, and expensive trial, humanity has a right to propose ; 
which the plain sense of the most unlettered man may be ex- 
pected to dictate, and which all histol*y must provoke from the 
more enlightened. When Cicero impeached Verres, before 
the great tribunal of Rome, of similar cruelties and depreda- 
tions in her provinces, the Roman people were not left to such 
inquiries. Aix Sicily surrounded the forum, demanding justice 
upon her plunderer and spoiler, with tears and imprecations. 
It was not by the eloquence of the orator, but by the cries and 
tears of the miserable, that Cicero prevailed in that illustrious 
cause. Verres fled from the oaths of his accusers, and their 
witnesses, and not from the voice of Tullt. To preserve the 
fame of his eloquence, he composed his five celebrated speeches; 
but they were never delivered against the criminal, because he 
had fled from the city, appalled with the sight of the persecuted 
and the oppressed. It may be said that the cases of Sicily and 
India are widely different ; perhaps they ntay be ; — whether 
they are or not is foreign to my purpose. I am not bound to 
deny the possibility of answers to such questions ; I am only 
▼indicating the right to ask them.'*^ — ^ii., 242-244. 

He here leaves this attempt in favour of the de- 
fenders of Hastings, and goes again into some details 
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as to the work and its subject. But seeing, in all 
probability, how far he might go, he again reverts to 
the same topic with more perseverance and boldness, 
— and fairly shows how much of the atrocities of Mr. 
Hastings are to be imputed to his instructions — to his 
situation — to the wicked policy of England and of 
Europe in distant countries — ^to the general infamy of 
civilized man when he disturbs the repose of his less- 
enlightened feUow-creatures ; till by description and 
anecdote, — ^and even by a personal adventure of his 
own in North America, and a speech which, with a fair 
licence, he puts into the mouth of an Indian (a flight 
to which he evidently did not soar until he perceived 
that it was safe, from the previous preparation of his 
hearers) ; — ^he at last envelops this delicate part of his 
subject, — Hastings, — India, — the book and all, in a 
blaze of imagery and declamation, which overpowers 
the imderstandings of his audience. We give this 
wonderful passage entire, — premising that the tradi- 
tional accounts of its effects are to be credited, not 
even by those who now read it, — if they have not also 
experienced the witchery of this extraordinary man's 
voice, ejre, and action : — 

" Grentlemen of the Jury, — ^If this be a wilfully fiJse account 
of the instructions given to Mr. Hastings for his coyemment, 
and of his conduct under them, the author and pubusher of this 
defence deserves the severest punishment for a mercenary im- 
position on the public But if it be true that he was directed 
to make the safety and prosperity of Bengal the first object of 
his attention^ and that, under his administration, it has been 
safe and prosperous ; — if it be true that the security and pre- 
servation of our possessions and revenues of Asia were marked 
out to him as the great leading principle of his government, and 
that those possessions and revenues, amidst unexampled dangers, 
have been secured and preserved ; — then a question may be 
unaccountably mixed with your consideration, much beyond the 
consequence of the present prosecution, involving, perhaps, the 
merit of the impeachment itself which gave it birth : — a question 
which the Commons, as prosecutors of Mr. Hastings, should in 
common prudence have avoided; unless, regrettmg the un- 
wieldy length of their proceedings against him, ikey wished to 
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afibrd him the opportunity of this strange anomalous defence. 
For, although I am neither his counsel, nor desire to have any- 
thing to do with his guilt or innocence, yet, in the collateral 
defence of my client, I am driven to state matter which may be 
considered by many as hostile to the impeachment. For if our 
dependencies have been secured, and their interests promoted, I 
am driven in the defence of my cUent to remark, that it is mad 
and preposterous to brin^ to the standard of justice and humanity 
the exercise of a dominion founded upon violence and terror. 
It may, and must be true, that Mr. Hastings has repeatedly 
offended against the jights and privileges ot Asiatic govern- 
ment, if he was the faithful deputy of a power which could not 
maintain itself for an hour without trampling upon both : — he 
may and must have offended against the laws of God and nature, 
if he was the faithful viceroy of an empire wrested in blood from 
the people to whom God and nature had given it : — he may and 
must have preserved that unjust dominion over timorous and 
abiect nations by a terrifying, overbearing, insulting superiority, 
if he was the faithful administrator of your government, whicn, 
having no root in consent or affection, — no foundation in simi- 
larity of interests, — nor support from any one principle which 
cements men together in society, could only be upheld by alter- 
nate stratjigem and force. The unhappy people of India, feeble 
and effeminate as they are from the sonness of their climate, and 
subdued and broken as they have been by the knavery and 
strength of civilization, still occasionally start up in ail the 
vigour and intelligence of insulted nature : — ^to be governed at 
all, they must be governed with a rod of iron ; and our empire 
in the East would long since have been lost to Great Britain, if 
dvil skill and military prowess had not united their efibrts to 
support an authority — which Heaven never gave, — by toieans 
which it never can sanction. 

^^ Gentlemen, I think I can observe that you are touched with 
this way of considering the subject ; and I can account for it. 
I have not been considering it through the cold medium of 
books, but have been speaking of man and his nature, and of 
human dominion, from what I have seen of them myself amongst 
reluctant nations submitting to our authority. I know what 
they feel, and how such feeliugs can alone be repressed. I have 
heajHi them in my youth from a naked savage, in the indignant 
character of a prince surrounded by his subjects, addressing th© 

fovemor of a British colony, holding a bundle of sticks in his 
and, as the notes of his unlettered eloquence : ^ Who is it,' 
said the jealous ruler over the desert, encroached upon by the 
restless foot of English adventure — ' who is it that causes this 
river to rise in the high mountains, and to empty itself into the 
ocean ? Who is it that causes to blow the loud winds of winteri 

Q 
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and that calms them again in the summer? Who is it that 
rears up the shade of those lofly forests, and blasts them with, 
the qmck lightning at his pleasure ? The same Being who 
gave to you a country on the other side of the waters, and gave 
ours to us ; and by this title we will defend it T said the warrior, 
throwing down his tomahawk upon the ground, and rising the 
war-sound of his nation.* These are the feelings of subjugated 
man all round the ^lobe ; and, depend upon it, nothing but fear 
will control where it is vain to look for affection. 

*^ These reflections are the only antidotes to those anathemas 
of superhuman eloquence which have lately shaken these walls 
that surround us ; — ^but which it unaccount-ably falls to my pro- 
Tince, whether I will or no, a little to stem the torrent of, by 
reminding you that you have a m%hty swaj in Ajsia, whidh 
cannot be maintained by the finer sympathies of life, or the 
practice of its charities and affections. What will they do for 
Tou when surrounded by two hundred thousand men with artil- 
lery, cavalry, and elephants, calling upon you for their dominions 
wMch you have robbed them of? Justice may, no doubt, in 
such a case forbid the levying of a fine to pay a revolting 
soldiery ;~a treaty may stand in the way of increasing a tribute 
to keep up the very existence of the government ; and delicacy 
for women may forbid all entrance mto a Zenana for money, 
whatever may be the necessity for taking it. All these things 
must ever be occurring. But, under the pressure of such con- 
stant difficulties, so dangerous to national honour, it might be 
better, perhaps, to think of effectually securing it altogether, by 
recalling our troops and our merchants, and abandoning our 
oriental empire, tlntil this be done, ndther religion nor philo- 
sophy can be pressed very far into the aid of reformation and 
punishment. If En^and, firom a lust of ambidon and domini(Hi, 
will insist on maintaining despotic rule over distant and hostQe 
nations, beyond all comparison more numeroius and extended 
than herself, and give commission to her vieeroys to govern 
them with no other instructions than to preserve them, and to 
secure permanently their revenues ; with what colour of consis- 
tency or reason can she place herself in the moral chair, and 
affect to be shocked at the execution of her own orders; advert- 
ing to the exact measure of wickedness and injustice necessary 
to their execution, and complaining only of the excess as the im- 
morality, considering her authority as a dispensation for break- 
ing the commands of God, and the breadi of them as only 
punishable when contrary to the ordinances of man? 

^^Such a ]iroceeding, gentlemen, begets serious reflections. 

* The rhythm of this celebrated passage has been mrasoally admired: 
it is in iambics. 
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It would be better, perhaps, for the masters and tbe senrantg 
of all such ^OYemments to join in supplication that the great 
Author of violated humanity may not confound them together 
in one common judgment." — ii., 260-265. 

In considering this passage, we earnestly entreat the 
reader, whoever he may be, to reflect on the moral of 
it, as it bears on the great questions of East Indian 
policy ; but, as far as relates to the character of Mr. 
Erskine's eloquence, we would point out, as the most 
remarkable feature in it, that in no one sentence is the 
subject — ^the business in hand — ^the case — ^the client — 
the verdict, lost siffht of; and that the fire of that 
oratory, or rather that rhetoric (for it was quite under 
discipline), which was melting the hearts, and dazzling 
the understandings of his hearers, had not the power 
to touch for an. mstant the hard head of the Nisi 
Prius latvyer, from which it radiated ; or to make him 
swerve, by one hairbreadth even, from the minuter 
details most befitting his purpose, and the alternate 
admissions and disavowals best adapted to put his case 
in the sctfest poaitiaa. This, indeed, was the grand 
secret of Mr. Erskine's unparalleled success at the 
English Bar. Without it, he might have filled West- 
minster Hall with his sentences, and obtained a repu- 
tation for eloquence, somewhat like the fame of a 
popular preacher or a distinguished actor; — ^but his 
fortunes — ay, and the liberties of his country — are 
built on the matchless skill with which he could subdue 
the genius of a first-rate orator to the uses of the most 
consummate advocate of the age. 

After the passage just quoted, he contends (always 
taking care to protest against the innuendoes in every 
particular), that though a man in the situation of the 
author should happen, in a long work, to use one or 
two intemperate expressions, he must not, on this 
account, be "subjected to infamy," "If," saj^s he, 
"this severe duty were binding on your consciences, 
the liberty of the press would be but an empty sound ; 
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and no man could venture to write on any subject, 
however pure his purpose, without an attorney at one 
elbow, and a counsel at the other." This leads to 
another of those highly-wrought, and yet argumen- 
tative passages, which so emmently distinguish this 
oration :— 

" From minds thus subdued by the terrors of pumsbment, 
there could issue no works of genius to expand the empire of 
human reason, nor any masterly compositions on the general 
nature of government, by the help of which the great common- 
wealths of mankind have founded their establishments ; much 
less any of those useful applications of them to critical conjunc- 
tures, by which, from time to time, our own constitution, by the 
exertions of patriot citizens, has been brought back to its 
standard. Under such terrors, all the great lights of science 
and civilization must be extinguished: for men cannot com- 
municate their free thoughts to one another with a lash held 
over their heads. It is the nature of everything that is great 
and useful, both in the animate and "inanimate world, to be wild 
and iri'egular,— and we must be contented to take them with 
the alloys which belong to them, or live without them. Genius 
breaks from the fetters of criticism, but its wanderings are sanc- 
tioned by its majesty and wisdom when it advances m its path : 
—subject it to the critic, and you tame it into dulness. 'Mighty 
rivers break down their banks in the winter, sweeping away to 
death the flocks which are fattened on the soil that they fertilize 
in the summer : the few may be saved by embankments from 
drowning, but the flock nvust perish for hunger. Tempests 
occasionally shake our dwellings, and dissipate our commerce ; 
but they scourge before them the lazy elements, which without 
them would stagnate into pestilence. In like manner Liberty 
herself, the last and best gift of God to his creatures, must be 
taken just as she is : you might pare her down into bashful 
regularity, and shape her into a perfect model of severe scru- 
pulous law, but she would then be Liberty no longer ; and you 
must be content to die under the lash of this inexorable justice 
which you had exchanged for the banners of Freedom." — ^ii., 
266-268. 

The only other extract which we shall make, is from 
the Peroration, where he illustrates his argument — of 
the necessity of taking the whole work m question 
together, in judging of its intentions and merits — ^by 
the awful example of the judgment to be expected on 
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the book of human life at the last daj ; a topic which 
he manages with his usual delicacy of taste, and feli- 
city of diction : — 

" One word more, gentlemen, and I have done. Every 
human tribunal ought to take care to administer justice, as we 
look hereafter to have justice administered to ourselves. Upon 
the principle on which the Attorney-General prays ' sentence 
upon my client, — God have mercy upon us ! — ^instead of standing 
before him in judgment with the hopes and consolations of 
Christians, we must call upon the mountains to cover us ; for 
which of us can present, for Omniscient examination, a pure, 
unspotted, and faultless course? But I humbly expect that the 
benevolent Author of our being will judge us as 1 have been 
pointing out for your example. Holdmg up {he great volume 
of our lives in his hands, and regarding the general scope of 
them ; — if he discovers benevolence, charity, and good-will to 
man beating in the heart, where he alone can look ; — if he finds 
that our conduct, though often forced out of the path by our 
infirmities, has been in general well directed : his all-searching 
eye wiU assuredly never pursue us into those little comers of 
our lives, much less will his justice select them for punishment 
without the general context of our existence, by which faults 
may be sometimes found to have grown out of virtues, and very 
many of our heaviest offences to have been grafted by human 
imperfection upon the best and kindest of our affections. No, 
gentlemen, beheve me, this is not the course of Divine justice, 
or there is no truth in the Gospels of Heaven. If the general 
tenor of a man's conduct be such as I have represented it, he 
may walk through the shadow of death, with all his faults about 
him, with as much cheerfulness as in the common paths of life ; 
because he knows that, instead of a stem accuser to expose 
before the Author of his nature those frail passages which, like 
the scored matter in the book before you, chequers the volume 
of the brightest and best-spent life. His mercy will obscure 
them from the eye of His purity, and our repentance blot them 
out for ever."— u., 269-271. 

The speech of Mr. Perry (the editor of the Morning 
Chronicle, who has distinguished himself too, on a late 
occasion, as the successful advocate of a free press), is, 
though much less brilliant, almost equal in skill and 
argument ; and it produced, like the defence of Stock- 
dale, a clear acquittal. We shall, however, rather 
direct the attention of our readers to the speech in 
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Frosf s case, who was accused^ by the very comfortable 
loyalty of some good men m tibose days, of uttering 
seditious words. They turned out to be a few random 
expressions used in passing through a coffee-house, 
where he had been dining, and drinking pretty freely, 
at an agricultural meeting. 

At the present day, or at any time since the mild 
and conciliatory administration of Mr. Addington (to 
whom, on this, as well as on other accounts, we gladly 
pay the tribute of our humble gratitude), no man 
would be found base enough to denounce such offences, 
— ^because the government would be ashamed to employ 
even professional spies on such eavesdropping errands. 
But in that day of alarm, it was far otherwise. We 
were then reaping the bitter first-fruits of the penitence 
of Mr. Pitt— 4, new convert from the damnable heresy 
of Reform, and performing his rigorous noviciate 
among the associated enemies of popular rights. In 
the fervour of that new-sprung zeal, an experiment 
was made on the temper and character of the nation, 
which nothing but the alarms transplanted from France 
could have made any mortal bold enough to have 
attempted ; which the conversions of Oliver Cromwell 
did not surpass, except in success ; — which Buonaparte 
himself, in the antijaeobin part of his life — ^in his third 
manner (to use the language of painters) has scarcely 
excelled, unless in the greater boldness of the design, 
and brilliancy of the execution ; — and which the m- 
tegrity of British courts of justice, and the genius of 
Mr. Erskine, alone prevented from dyeing the canvas 
with as deep a shade among ourselves The trade of 
a spy was then not merely lucrative; it had almost 
ceased to be degrading. Friends of the constitution, 
as they were called, conveyed the dark hint, and 
carried the careless words of the supposed " democrat* 
from house to house, till, at last, his person was watched, 
his temper tried, the accents of discontent registered, 
as they were wrung from his lips by every indignity 
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ifbich the persecution of society (if we may so speak) 
can inflict; — and then his company shunned by the 
base and the cowardly, — or only resorted to by the 
loyal who had not yet fattened upon him, and had 
their fortune still to make out of his life and conyersa- 
tion. 

We speak not from hearsay — or from fancy — ^but 
from distinct and personal recollection; for fifteen 
years have not passed oyer our heads, since eyery part 
of the island, from the metropolis to the meanest 
Tillage that supports an attorney or a curate, teemed 
with the wretched yermin whom we are in yain 
attempting to describe. We speak, indeed, from notes 
that are still fresh and legible ; for, turn which way 
we will, we now see almost all the places of profit and 
trust in this island filled with persons, for whose eleya- 
tioa we should find it hard to account, if we did not 
look back to tiieir apprenticeships in 1794 and 1795. 
We speak from a feehng recollection ; — for, where did 
this unutterable baseness — ^this infinite misery — ^this 
most humiliating curse, fall so heayily as in the yery 
city where we now write ? — ^and for no other reason, 
but because Scotland has no popular spirit, from 
haying no popular elections — and because her courts of 
justice were, at that time, considerably behind the 
courts of Westminster. In London, the eyil was less 
fieyerely felt ; but it was no fault of Mr. Pitt's that it 
stopt where it did. He had committed in his youth 
the sin of reform ; — ^he had his atonement to make for 
an offence only pardonable on the score of that heed- 
less and tender age — only to be expiated by the most 
glaring proofs of amendment. 

The speech for Mr. Frost is the first of those almost 
miraculous exertions which, in that momentous crisis, 
Mr. Erskine made for the liberties of his country. We 
shall give our readers only a short specimen of it, as 
descriptiye of the proceedings which we have been 
alluding to ; and more especi^ly of the conduct of the 
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goyernment and their agents in Scotland. Conld 
evidence be brought from Ireland, we apprehend the 
Scottish persecutions would sink out of sight : — 

^^ Gentlemen, it is impossible for me to form any other indg- 
ment of the impression which such a proceeding alto^ther is 
likely to make upon your minds, but worn that which it makes 
upon my own. In the first place, is society to be protected by 
the breach of those confidences, and in the destruction of tlu^ 
security and tranquillity, which constitute its very essence every- 
where, but which, till of late, most emphatically characterized 
the life of an Englishman ? Is government to derive dignity 
and safety by means which render it impossible for any man who 
has the least spark of honour to step lorward to serve it ? Is 
the time come when obedience to the law and correctness of 
conduct are not a sufiSdent protection to the subject, but that 
he must measure his steps, select his expressions, and adjust his 
very looks in the most common and private intercourses of life ? 
Must an English gentleman in future fill his wine by a measure, 
lest, in the openness of his soul, and whilst believing his neigh- 
bours are joining with him in that happy relaxation and freedom 
of thought, which is the prime blessing of life, he should find his 
character blasted, and his person in a prison? Does any man 
lut such constraint upon himself in the most private moment o€ 
is life, that he would be contented to have his loosest and 
lightest words recorded, and set in array against him in a court 
of justice? Thank God, the world lives very differei>tly, or it 
would not be worth living in. There are moments when jarrin? 
opinions may be given without inconsistency,— when Trulfi 
herself may be sported with without the breach of veracity — 
and where well-imagined nonsense is not only superior to, but 
is the very index to wit and wisdom. I might safely assert, 
taking, too, for the standard of my assertion the most honour- 
ably correct and enlightened societies in the kingdom, that if 
maugnant spies were properly posted, scarcely a dinner would 
end without a duel ana an indictment. 

" When I came down this morning, and found, contrary to 
my expectation, that we were to be stuffed into this miserable 
hole in the wall,* to consume our constitutions :^-H3uppose I had 
muttered along through the gloomy passages — Wnat, is this 
cursed trial of Hastings going on agam ? Are we to have no 
respite? Are we to die of the asthma in this damned comer? 
I wish to God that the roof would come down and abate the 
Impeachment, Lords, Commons, and all together. Such a wish 

* The King's Bench sat in the Small Court of Common Pleas, the 
Impeachment having shat ap its own oooiU^Edit, 



hi 



Digitized by 



Google 



EBSEINB. 233 

proceeding from ike mind, would be desperate wickedness, and 
the serious expression of it a high and critical contempt of 
Parliament. Perhaps the bare utterance of such words, even 
without meaning, would be irreverend and foolish ; but still, if 
such expressions had been gravely imputed to me as the result 
of a malignant mind, seeking the destruction of the Lords and 
Commons of England, how would they have been treated in the 
House of Commons on a motion for my expulsion ? How I The 
witness would have been laughed out of the house before he had 
half-finished his evidence, and would have been voted to be too 
great a blockhead to deserve a worse character. Many things 
are, indeed, wrong and reprehensible, that neither do nor can 
become the objects of criminal justice ; because the happiness 
and i^ecurity of social life, which are the very end and object of 
all law and justice, forbid the communication of them ; because 
the spirit of a gentleman, which is the most refined morality, 
either shuts men's ears against what should not be heard, or 
closes their lips with the sacred seal of honour. 

'^ This tacit but well understood and delightful compact of 
social life is perfectly consistent with its safety. The security 
of free governments, and the unsuspecting confidence of every 
man who lives under them, are not only compatible but inse- 
parable. It is easy to distinguish where the public duty calls 
for the violation of the private one : criminal intention, but not 
indecent levities, — ^not even grave opinions unconnected with 
conduct, are to be exposed to the magistrate ; and when men, 
which happens but seldom, without the honour or the sense to 
make the due distinctions, force complaints upon governments, 
which they can neither approve of nor refuse to act upon, — it 
becomes the office of juries — as it is yoiirs to-day — ^to draw the 
true line in their judgments, measuring men's conduct by the 
safe standards of human life and experience." — ^ii., 341-314. 

After quoting Mr. Burke's spirited remarks on the 
system of espionage and persecution practised in 
France he proceeds : — 

" If these sentiments apply so justly to the reprobation of 

Eersecution for opinions — even for opinions whicli the laws, 
owever absurdly, inhibit, — for opinions, though certainly and 
maturely entertained, — though publicly professed, and though 
followed up by corresponding conduct ; — ^how irresistibly do 
tliey devote to contempt and execration all eavesdropping 
attacks upon loose conversations, casual or convivial, more 
especially when proceeding from persons conforming to all the 
religious and civil institutions of the state, unsupported by 
general and avowed profession, and not merely unconnected 
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"with conduct, bat scarcely attended with recollection or con- 
sdoiuness ! Such a vexatious system of inquisition, the disturber 
of household peace, besan and ended with the Star Chamber ; 
—the yeneiabie law of England never knew it ; — her noble, 
dignified, and humane policy soars above the little irregularities 
of our lives, and disdains to ent^ our closets without a warrant 
founded upon complaint. Constructed by man to regulate 
human infirmities, and not by God to ^ard the purity of angels, 
it leaves to us our thoughts, our opmions, and our conversa- 
tions, and punishes only overt acts or contempt and disobedience 
to her authority. 

^^ Gentlemen, this is not the specious phrase of an advocate 
for his client ; — ^it is not even my exposition of the spirit of our 
constitution ; — but it is the phrase and letter of the law itself. 
In the most critical conjunctures of our history, when govern- 
ment was legislating for its own existence and continuance, it 
never overst'Cpped uiis wise moderation. To give stability to 
establishments, it occasionally bridled opinions concerning them ; 
but its punishments, though sanguinary, laid no snares for 
Utoughtkis Ufe^ and took no nuin by surprise.*^— ^., 345, 346. 

We subjoin one other passage from the conclurion 
of the speech, because its apphoation to the present 
times is but too striking : — 

" Indeed, I am very sorry to say that we hear of late too 
much of the excellence of the British Government, and feel but 
too little of its benefits. They, too, who pronounce its panegyrics, 
are those who alone prevent the entire public from acceding to 
them ; — ^the eulogium comes fi^m a suspected quarter, when it 
is pronounced by persons enjoying every honour from the Crown, 
and treating the people upon. Sll occasions with suspicion and 
contempt. The tnree estates of the kingdom are co-ordinate, 
all alike representing the dignity, and lointiy executing the 
authority or the nation ; yet all our loyalty seems to be wasted 
upon one of them. How happens it else that we are so ex- 
quisitely sensible, so tremblingly alive to every attack upon the 
Crown, or the Nobles that surround it, yet so completely 
careless of what regards the once respected and awful 
Commons op Great Britain ! 

*' If Mr. Frost had gone into every cofl^-house, from Char- 
ing Cross to the Exchange, — ^lamenting the dangers of popular 
government, — ^reprobating the peevishness of opposition m Par- 
liament, and wishing, in the most ad\Hised terms, that we could 
look up to the Throne and its excellent Ministers alone for 
quiet and comfortable government, do you think that we should 
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liare had an indictment? I ask pardon for the supposilion ; I 
can discover that you are laughing at me for its absurdity. 
Indeed, I might ask you whether it is not the notorious lan- 
guage of the highest men, in and out of Parliwnent, to justify 
tke alienation of the popular part of the Government from the 
roirit and principle of its trust and office, and to prognosticate 
the very rum and downfall of £ngland, from a free and uncor- 
nmted representation of the ffreat body of the people? I 
solemnly declare to you, that I think the whole of this system 
leads inevitably to the dangers we seek to avert ; — ^it divides the 
higher and the lower das^ of the nation into adverse parties, 
instead of uniting and oompoundine them into one harmonious 
whole ;^t embitters the people agamst authority, which, when 
they are made to feel ana know is but their own security, they 
must, from the very nature of man, unite to support and cherish. 
I do not believe that there is any set of men to be named in 
England, — ^I might say that I do not know an individual who 
seriously wishes to touch the Crown, or any branch of our 
excellent constitution; and when we hear peevish and disre- 
spectful expressions concerning any of its functions, depend upon 
it, it proceeds from some practical variance between its theory 
and its practice. These variances are the fatal sprinss of dis- 
order and disgust ; — ^they lost America, and in that unfortunate 
separation laid the foundation of all that we have to fear ; yet, 
instead of treading back our steps, we seek recovery in the 
system which brought us into peril. Let Government in Eng- 
land always take care to make its administration correspond 
with the true spirit of our genuine constitution, and nothing 
will ever endanger it. Let it seek to maintain its corruptions 
by severity and coercion, — and neither laws nor arms will 
. support it. These are my sentiments : and I advise you, how- 
ever unpopular they may be at this moment, to consider them 
before you repel th(^.'* — ^iL, 358-356. 

In the yiolence of that day, the exertions of Mr. 
Erskine failed of their accustomed effect; and Mr. 
Frost was found guilty. But the impression of his 
defence was not lost ; and it deterred the government 
from risking its credit on such precarious specula- 
tions, until, in 1794. the charges of high treason were 
brought forward, the whole force of the Bar mar- 
shalled against the prisoners, and every effort used 
to beat down their undaunted defender. Then it was 
that his consummate talents shone in their full lustre. 
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His indefatigable patience — his eternal watchfulness 
— ^his unceasing labour of body and of mind — the 
strength of an herculean constitution — ^his untameable 
spirit — ^a subtlety which the merest pleader might 
envy — a quickness of intellect which made up for the 
host he was opposed to : — these were the great powers 
of the man; and the wonderful eloquence of his 
speeches is only to be spoken of as second to these. 
Amidst all the struggles of the constitution, in parlia- 
ment, in the council, and in the field, — there is no 
one man, certainly, to whose individual exertions it 
owes so much, as to this celebrated advocate ; and if 
ever a single patriot saved his country from the hor- 
rors of a proscription, this man did this deed for us, 
in stemming the tide of state prosecutions. 

We have spoken most at large of his later pro- 
ductions ; but the reader will naturally be anxious to 
look at the beginnings of his career. We subjoin, 
therefore, an extract from his celebrated speech for 
Captain Baillie, being the first he ever made, and 
pronounced by him immediately after he was called 
to the Bar. The specimen we are about to give, is 
selected principally with a view to show, that the 
courage which marked Mr. Erskine's professional life 
was not acquired after the success which rendered it 
a safe and cheap virtue ; but being naturally inherent 
in the man, was displayed at a moment when attended 
with the most formidable risks : — 

" In this enumeration of delinquents, the Rev. Mr. — 
looks round, as if he thought I had forgotten him. He is mis- 
taken ; — ^I well remembered him : but his infamy ?s worn thread- 
bare. Mr. Murphy has already treated him with that ridicule 
which his folly, and Mr. Peckham with that invective which his 
wickedness, deserve. I shall, therefore, forbear to taint the ear 
of the Court further with his name ; — a name which would 
bring dishonour upon his country and its religion, if human 
nature were not happily compelled to bear the greater part of 
the disgrace, and to snare it amongst mankind.'^ — 

** Such, my Lords, is the case. The defendant, — not a disap^ 
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pointed, malicious informer, prying into official abuses, because 
without office himself, but himself a man in office ; — not trouble* 
somely inquisitive into other men^s departments, but conscien- 
tiously correcting his own ; — doing it pursuant to the rules of law, 
and, what heightens the character, doing it at the risk of his 
office, from which the effi-ontery of power has already suspended 
him without proof of his guilt ; — a conduct not only unjust and 
illiberal, but highly disrespectful to this Court, whose Judges 
sit in the double capacity of ministers of the law, and governors 

of this sacred and abused institution. Indeed, Lord has, 

in my mind, acted such a part'* 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

^Here^ Lord Mansfield observing the Counsel heated with his 
subject^ and growing personal on the first Lord of the Admi" 
ratty f told him that Lord — ^- was not before the Court.'] 

" I know that he is not formally before the Court ; but, for 
that very reason, I will bring him before the Court, He has 
placed these men in the front of the battle, in hopes to escape 
under their shelter ; but I will not join in battle with them : 
their vices, though screwed up to the highest pitch of human 
depravity, are not of dignity enough to vindicate the combat 
with me, I will drag him to hght, who is the dark mover behind 

this scene of iniquity. I assert that the Earl of has but 

one road to escape out of this business without pollution and 
disgrace : and that is, by publicly disavowing the acts of the 
prosecutors, and restoring Captain B^lie to his command. If 
ne does this, then his offence will be no more than the too com- 
moti one, of having suffered his own personal interest to prevail 
over his public duty, in placing his voters in the Hospital. But 
if, on. the contrary, he continues to protect the prosecutors, 
in spite of the evidence of their guilt, which has excited the 
abhorrence of the numerous audience that crowd this Court, — 

IF HE KKEPS THIS INJURED MAN SUSPENDED, OR DARES TO 
TURN THAT SUSPENSION INTO A REMOVAL, I SHALL THEN NOT 
SCRUPLE TO DECLARE HIM AN ACCOMPUCE IN THEIR GUILT — 
A SHAMELESS OPPRESSOR— A DISGRACE TO HIS RANK, AND A 

TRAITOR TO HIS TRUST. But as I should be very sorry that the 
fortune of my brave and honourable friend should depend, either 

upon the exercise of Lord 's virtues, or the influence of his 

fears, I do most earnestly entreat the Court to mark the malig- 
nant object of this prosecution, and to defeat it :— I beseech you, 
mv Lords, to consider, that even by discharging the rule, and 
with costs, the defendant is neither protected nor restored. I 
trust, therefore, your Lordships will not rest satisfied with ful- 
filling your JUDICIAL duty, but, as the strongest evidence of 
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foul abuses lias, hj accident, come collaterally before yoa, tliat 
you will protect a brave and public-spirited officer from the 
persecution this writing has brought upon him, and not suffer 
so dreadful an example to go abroad into the world as the rain 
of an upright man for having faithfully discharged his duty. 

*^ My Ix>rdSf this matter is of the last importance. I speak 
not as an advocate alone — ^I speak to you as a man — ^as a 
member of a state, whose very existence depends upon her 
NAVAL STRENGTH. If a misgovemment were to faU up<m 
Chelsea Hospital, to the ruin and discouragement of our army, 
it would be no doubt to be lamented ; yet I should not think it 
fatal : but if our fleets are to be crippled bv the baneful influ- 
ence of elections, we are lost indeed ! K the seaman, who, 
while he exposes his body to fatigues and dangers — ^looking 
forward to Greenwich as an asylum for infirmity and old age — 
sees the gates of it blocked up by corruption, and hears the riot 
and mirth of luxurious landmen drownm^ the groans and com- 
plaints of the wounded, helpless compamons of his glory — ^he 
will tempt the seas no more. The Admiralty may press his 
BODY, indeed, at the expense of humanity and the constitution; 
but they cannot press his mind — ^they cannot press the heroic 
ardour of a British sailor ; and, instead of a fleet to carry 
terror all round the globe, the Admiralty may not much lon^ 
be able to amuse us with even the peaceable unsubstantial 
pageant of a review. 

'* Fine and imprisonment 1 The man deserves a palace 
instead of a prison, who prevents the palace, built by the 

Sublic bounty of his coimtry, from being converted into a 
ungeon, and who sacrifices his own security to the interests of 
humanity and virtue."— I, 20, 29-32. 

The professional life of this eminent person, who has, 
of late years, reached the highest honours of the law, 
is in every respect useful as an example to future law- 
yers. It shows, that a base, time-serving demeanour 
towards the Judges, and a corrupt or servile conduct 
towards the Government, are not the only, though, 
from the frailty of human nature, and the wickedness 
of the age, they may often prove the surest roads to 
preferment. It exalts the character of the English 
Barrister beyond what, in former times, it had at- 
tained, and holds out an illustrious instance of patriot- 
ism and independence, united with the highest le^al 
excellence, and crowned, in the worst of times, with 
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the most ample success. But it is doubly important, 
by proving how much a single man can do against the 
corruptions of his age, and how far he can yindicate 
the liberties of his country, so long as courts of justice 
are pure, by raising his single voice against the outcry 
of the people, and the influence of the Crown, at a 
time when the union of these opposite forces waa 
bearing down all opposition in Parliament, and daily 
setting at nought the most splendid talents, armed 
with the most just cause. While the administration 
of the law flows in such pure channels, — while the 
Judges are incorruptible, and are watched by the 
scrutinizing eyes of an enlightened Bar, as well as by 
the jealous attention of the country, — while juries 
continue to know, and to exercise their high functions, 
and a single advocate of honesty and talents remains 
— ^thank God, happen what will in other places, our 
personal safety is beyond the reach of a corrupt 
ministry and their venal adherents. Justice will hold 
her even balance, in the midst of hosts armed with s:old 
or with steel. The law will be administered steadily, 
while the principles of right and wrong — ^the evidence 
of the senses themselves — ^the very axioms of arith- 
metic — ^may seem, elsewhere, to be mixed in one giddy 
and inextricable confusion; and, after every other 
plank of the British constitution shall have sunk below 
the weight of the Crown, or been stove in by the 
violence of popular commotion, that one will remain, 
to which we are ever fondest of clinging, and by which 
we can always most surely be saved* 
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It is now a considerable time since we called the at- 
tention of our readers to the very interesting and 
important publication of which this Yolume forms the 
sequel. The opinions then expressed, although known 
to be those entertained by the enlightened profession 
of which Lord Erskine was the chief ornament, have, 
as might be expected from party violence and igno^ 
ranee, encountered some opposition; — chiefly, how- 
ever, among persons at a distance from the theatre 
where his talents were displayed, and not the most 
capable, in other respects, of forming a sound judg* 
ment on such subjects. The remarks which we made 
on the political persecutions of 1794, have been also 
attacked ; and, as might be expected, with some bitter* 
ness, by the few remaining adherents of the system,— 
and the supporters of those weak and contemptible 
politicians who are seeking to remove the worst enemy 
they have to contend with — popular discussion — ^by 
reviving the measures formerly pursued against the 
liberty of the press. Having now had some leisure 
for maturely weighing both branches of the subject, 
— the merits of the orations in question, and the 
character of the measures of 1794, — and having had 
ample opportunities of observing the way in which 
those topics are canvassed by such as are competent 
to handle them, we have no hesitation in avowing that 
our sentiments remain wholly unchanged. Not a word 
have we heard derogatory to the warm and unbought 

* Speeches qfLord Erskine^ when at the Bar^ on MiMceUameoue Su^/ects, 
8vo, pp. 248. Bidgway, London, 1812. - 
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applause extorted from us by the great services which 
Lord Erskine has rendered to the cause of Liberty ; 
and we fancy that all who have had time to study the 
speeches, now go along with us in the tribute of admi- 
ration paid to tneir transcendent merits. Indeed there 
seems but one voice upon the matter. We heard some 
time ago of an exception or two, the particulars of 
which have escaped us; but we believe there was a^ 
newspaper written in the Scottish tongue, in some 
remote part of the country, which professed an in- 
ability to understand the beauties of the composition, 
possibly from ignorance of the language in which the 
speeches were delivered : and it was said, that an 
attorney, somewhere in Scotland (and most likely 
from the same cause), was greatly offended at our 
praise of the speech for Stockdale, which he professed 
an inability to enter into ; — ^but was confident the best 
" Session papers" were very different things. With 
these slight exceptions we take the opinion of the coun- 
try, and of every part of the world where the language 
is understood, to be that of the most unbounded admi- 
ration of these exquisite specimens of judicial oratory, — 
and of great obligations to the editor of the collection. 
Those obligations are now considerably increased 
by the publication of the present volume, which con- 
tains some speeches less known to the world, because 
upon subjects of a private nature, but not at all in- 
ferior in oratorical merit to the finest of Lord Erskine's 
performances in State Trials. It is with great delight 
that we revert to so interesting a task as that of 
tracing the skill and genius of a first-rate orator, and 
of holding up his exertions for the instruction of those 
who may feel within themselves one of the noblest 
passions of our nature — ^love of the fame to be acquired, 
and the gratification to be felt, in wielding the feelings 
of a popular assembly ; — ^a passion only second to that 
of which Lord Erskine too holds forth so bright an 
example— the love of earning that fame by the services 
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which, in a free country, eloquence may render to the 
rights of the people, and the best interests of * man- 
kind. 

This volume contains seven speeches of Mr. Erskine ; 
three of which are on trials of a public nature — ^the 
speech of Hadfield, that for the Madras Council, and 
that for Cuthell. The other four are speeches in pri- 
vate actions ; two in cases of adultery, one in an action 
for breach of promise of marriage, and one in the 
Bishop of Bangor's case. There is a circumstance, 
unavoidable perhaps, but greatly to be lamented, in 
the publication of the two speeches in cases of seduc- 
tion : we mean the pain which a revival of such discus- 
sions must give to the feelings of the parties and their 
families. The pubhcity of their story inflicts some of 
the most acute of the sufferings arising from such 
transactions at the time ; and it is painful to think how 
severely the same feeUngs must be wounded by the 
revival of the subject at a distance of time, when those 
may have become capable of being wounded, over 
whose happily tender years the first blast of evil fame 
had passed innoxious. For this serious evil we fear 
there is no remedy; yet we do not the less regret 
it; and, in alluding to the cases in question, and 
quoting passages, we shall carefully abstain from men- 
tioning names, that we may not have to reproach 
ourselves with spreading the mischief. 

The speech for Hadfield contains one of the most 
sound and able disquisitions on the subject of insanity, 
as matter of defence against a criminal charge, that is 
anywhere to be found. Indeed we view it as a particu- 
larly important addition to legal learning, and as going 
far to settle the question within what Umits this defence 
shall be available. Most of our readers must recollect 
the singular transaction which gave rise to it. We 
prefer recalling it to the minds of such as do not, in 
the words of Mr. Erskine's exordium ; for they convey 
a lesson as well as a narrative of the fact : — 
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" The scene which we are enga^;ed in, and the duty which I 
am not merely privikffed, but appointed by the authonty of the 
Court to penorm, e^bits to the whole civilized world a per- 
petual monument of our national justice. 

^^ The transaction, indeed, in every part of it, as it stands 
recorded in the evidence already before us, places our country, 
And its government, and its inhabitants, upon the highest 
pinnacle of human devation. It appears that, upon the 15th 
day of May last, his Majesty, after a reign of forty years, not 
merely in sovereign power ^ but spontaneously in the very hearts 
of his people, was openly shot at (or to all appearance shot at) 
in a public theatre m the centre of his capital, and amidst the 
loyal plaudits of his subjects, yet not a hair of thu head of 
THE SUPPOSED ASSASSIN WAS TOUGHED. In this unparalleled 
scene of calm forbearance the King himself, though he stood 
first in personal interest and feeling, as well as in command, 
was a singular and fortunate example. The least appearance of 
emotion on the part of that august personage must unavoidably 
have produced a scene quite mfierent, and far less honourable, 
than the Court is now witnessing ; but his Majesty remained 
unmoved, and the .person apparently oiFending was only secured, 
without injury or reproach, for the business of this day." — P, 6. 

He then describes the peculiar indulgences which 
our treason-laws extend to the accused; in so much 
that he who, for an attack upon the meanest indivi- 
dual, would be hurried away to trial, without delay or 
counsel, or knowledge of witnesses, or of jurors, or of 
charges, is, when charged with a murderous design 
against the sovereign of the country, " covered all over 
with the armour of the law;" — ^a distinction which, 
when soberly considered, we may in passing remark, 
affords praise to the English law of treasons, at the 
expense of the other branches of criminal jurispru- 
dence. Mr. Erskine, pursuing the topic, enters upon 
a train of reflections, which, we think, all will acknow- 
ledge to be profound, who are not resolved to call 
everything shallow and empty which they are forced 
to admit is beautiful and brilliant : — 

"Gentlemen, when this melancholy catastrophe happened, 
and the prisoner was arraigned for trial, I remember to have 
said to some now present, that it was, at first view, difficult to 
bring those indulgent exceptions to the general rules of trial 
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within the principle which dictated them to our humane ances- 
tors in cases of treason against the political goyemment, or of 
rehellious conspiracy a^inst the person of the king. In these 
cases, the passions and mterests of great bodies of powerful men 
being engaged and agitated, a counterpoise became necessary to 
give composure and impartiality to criminal tribunals; but a 
mere murderous attack upon the Eang^s person, not at all con- 
nected with his political character, seemed a case to be ranged 
and dealt with like a similar attack upon any private man. 

" But the wisdom of the law is greater than any man^s 
wisdom; how much more, therefore, than mine! An attack 
upon the King is considered to be parricide against the State ; 
and the jury and the witnesses, and even the judges, are the 
children, it is fit, on that account, that there should be a 
solemn pause before we rush to judgment : and what can be a 
more sublime spectacle of justice than to see a statutable dis- 
aualification of a whole nation for a limited period,— a fifteen 
days^ quarantine before trial, lest the mind should be subject to 
the contagion of partial afiections !"♦ — Pp. 6, 7. 

The speech for the Madras Council was delivered 
soon after Mr. Erskine came to the bar, on an occasion 
which excited unexampled interest in those days of 
quiet, when the world was unaccustomed to great and 
strange events, — ^the arrest of Lord Pigot, in con- 
sequence of a misunderstanding between him and his 
Council. They were prosecuted at the desire of the 
House of Commons, and convicted ; but when brought 
up for judgment, after Mr. Dunning, Mr. Erskine, and 
others, had been heard in mitigation, they were only 
sentenced to pay a fine of one thousand pounds, which 
was considered, and most justly, as a very lenient 
punishment. We abstain from entering further into 
the subject of this speech, because it is so similar to 
the late proceedings in the East, and in some of our 
other foreign settlements, that we prefer reserving the 
subject for a more regular and ample consideration. 
This speech is now published for the first time ; and 
though from almost any other quarter it would excite 
no little admiration, we look upon it as the one of the 

* There must be fifteen days between arraignment and trial 
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least braiiant of Mr. Erskme's exhibitions, and by no 
means the shortest. 

The last speech on a public trial contained in this 
volume, is the defence of Mr. Cuthell; against whon;i 
an indictment for libel had been preferred, in circum- 
stances of so peculiar a nature, that we are extremely 
glad to find the case recorded. The interest it excites 
is closely connected with the topics of the present day, 
and the attacks which ill-advised men are making upon 
the liberty of the press. 

The argument in Morton v. Ferm, is extremely 
short, and only valuable on account of ,the principle 
which it illustrates. A verdict had been obtained of 
£2,000 by the plaintiff, who was formerly housekeeper 
to the defendant, and had cohabited with him on 
promise of marriage. After living with her, he had 
contrived to get rid of her, and married another 
person. In consequence of ^ this treatment and dis- 
appointment, the plaintiff's health, as well as peace of 
mind, had been destroyed. The plaintiff was a widow, 
past the usual age of marriage ; the defendant an 
old man; and both parties remarkably deficient in 
personal charms. The principle contended for by Mr. 
Erskine, in showing cause against a rule obtained by 
Mr. Wallace for a new trial on the ground of excessive 
damages, was, that though in cases where the claim is 
regulated by pecuniary or other contracts of a certain 
definite nature, or founded on damages done to pro- 
perty in a certain calculable shape, the Court may 
interfere if the jury have gone very wide of the mark ; 
yet, where the compensation is for an injury not 
definite, nor capable of being accurately computed, 
the jury are the fit judges of the amount, provided 
the case has been fairly and fully before them. This 
ground he maintained with success ; and the rule was 
discharged. 

We hasten to the two remaining speeches in this 
volume (passing over that in the Bishop of Bangor's 
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case as well known), — those in cases of adnlterv. 
They contain some of the finest specimens of Mr. 
Erskine's eloquence ; and we trust we shall be able to 
lay a few of the passages before our readers without 
beinff under the necessity of particularizing names. 
In the one, he was counsel for the plaintiff; and the 
defendant having suffered judgment to go by default, 
this address was delivered before the under-sheriff and 
his jury, impannelled to assess the damages, in execu- 
tion of the writ of inquiry. In the other, he was 
counsel for the defendant at the trial in the Court of 
Eing*s Bench. 

Perhaps the circumstances in which the first of these 
speeches was delivered are httle known to many of our 
readers. The majesty of English justice, — which is 
ample and full while the parties are at issue, and the 
Court in which the record is, or the Judge to whom 
it is sent for trial, have the whole treatment of the 
cause, — sinks into rather an obscure form, when the 
general statement of the facts is no longer disputed, 
and the only remaining question between the parties 
relates to the amount of the compensation due. This 
point, frequently the most important of all, is left to 
the ministerial officer, or his deputy, who is generally 
a practising attorney, assisted by a junior barrister 
and a common jury. The Court, thus constituted, 
meets in any room which may be provided for the 
purpose: — la the present case it assembled in the 
King's Arms Tavern, in Palace Yard. The first 
object of Mr. Erskine was, therefoore, to counteract 
the natural effect of these circumstances, and to raise 
the dignity of the place, and form of procedure, by 
all his arts; and he judiciously recurs to the same 
topic in his peroration. After describing the early 
intimacy and long-continued friendship of the parties, 
he proceeds — 

" Yet, dreadful to relate, and it is, indeed, the bitterest evil 
of which the plaintiff has to complain, a criminal intercourse for 
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nearly five years before the discovery of the connexion, had 
most probably taken placeu I will leave you to consider what 
must nave been the feelings of snch a husband, ,upon the fatal 
discovery that his wife, and such a wife, had conducted herself 
in a manner that not merely deprived him of her comfort and 
society, but pUiced him in a situation too horrible to be described. 
K a man withput children is suddenly cut off by an adtdterer 
from all the comforts and happiness o£ marriage, the discovery 
of his condition is happiness itself when compared with that to 
which the plaintiff is reduced. When children, by a woman 
lost for ever to the husband by the arts of the adulterer, are 
begotten in the unsuspected days of virtue and happiness, there 
remains a consolation: mixed, indeed, with the most painM 
reflections, yet a consolation still. But what is the plaintiff's 
situation? He does not know at tthat time this heavy calamilr 
fell upon him; he is tortured with the most afflictmg of all 
human sensations. IVhen he looks at the children, whom he is 
by law bound to protect and to provide for, and from whose 
existence he ought to receive the delightful return which the 
union of instinct and reason has provided for the continuation 
of the world, he knows not whether he is lavishing his fondness 
and affection upon his own children, or upon the seed of a villain 
sown in the bed of his honour and his delight. He starts back 
with horror, when, instead of seeing his own image reflected 
from their infant features, he thinks he sees the destroyer of his 
happiness — a midnicht robber introduced into his house, under 
professions of friendship and brotherhood — a plunderer, not in 
the repositories of his treasure, which may be supplied, or lived 
without, — ''but there where he heui garnered up his hopes^-^ 
Where either he must Uve or hear no life.^ " — ^Pp. 176-178. 

We know not how this may please some readers, 
such as those few who thought our praise of the other 
speeches too unbounded ; but to us it does appear the 
perfection of simple and beautiful composition. We 
extract the following reflectiuns on the law as it re- 
gards this subject, — but without pursuing the subject 
which they start; as we may have another oppor- 
tunity of treating it at large : — 

" But there are other wrongs which cannot be estimated in 
money : 

' You cannot minister to a mind diseas'cL' 

You cannot redress a man who is wronged beyond the pos- 
dbility of redress. The law has no means of restoring to him 
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what he has lost. God himself, as he has constituted human 
nature, has no means of alleviating such an injury as the one I 
have brought^ before you. While the sensibilities, affections, 
and feelings he has given to man remain, it is impossible to heal 
a wound which strikes so deep into the soul. When you have 
^ven to a plaintiff, in damages, all that figures can number, it 
IS as nothing ; — ^he goes away hanging down his head in sorrow, 
accompanied by his wretched family, dispirited and dejected. 
Nevertheless, the law has given a civil action for adultery, and, 
strange to say, it has given nothing else. The law commands 
that the injury shall be compensated (as far as it is practicable) 
IK MONEY, because courts of civil justice have no other means 
of compensation than money; and the only question, therefore, 
and which you upon your oaths are to decide, is this — Has the 
plaintiff sustained an mjury up to the extent which he has com- 
plained of? Will twenty thousand pounds place him in the 
same condition of comfort and happiness which he enjoyed 
before the adultery, and which the adulterer has deprived him 
of? You know that it will not. Ask your own hearts the 
question, and you wUl receive the same answer. I should be 
glad to know, then, upon what principle, as it regards the 
private justice which the plaintiff has a right to, or upon what 
principle, as the example of that justice affects the public and 
the remotest generations of mankind, you can reduce this 
demand even in a single farthing." — ^Pp. 180, 181. 

Having applied these reflections and brought them 
all to bear on his case, so as to increase the amount of 
damages by their assistance, he touches another string 
for the same purpose; and we pray our readers to 
mark, that, wide as he may seem to begin from the 
point he aims at, and largely as his fancy may appear 
to roam, luxuriating in the outskirts of his subject, not 
an idea is ever started by this great advocate, which 
the matter in issue could have spared, or which he 
does not bring round to the very object he has imme- 
diately in view; and then we find that it has been not 
merely the most pleasing train of description which he 
has been pursuing, but the course most directly con- 
ducive to the accomplishment of his purpose : — 

" I had occasion, not a great while ago, to remark to a jury, 
that the wholesome institutions of the civilized world came 
seasonably in aid of the dispensations of Providence for our 
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well-being in the world. If I were to ask what it is that 
prevents the prevalence of the crime of incest, by taking away 
those otherwise natural impulses, from the promiscuous grati- 
fication of which we should become like the beasts of the field, 
and lose all the intellectual endearments which are at once the 

Eride and the happiness of man ? What is it that renders our 
ouses pure, and our families innocent? It is that, by the wise 
institutions of all dvilized nations, there is placed a kind of 
guard against the human passions, in that sense of impropriety 
and dLjhonour, which the law has raised up, and impressed with 
almost the force of a second nature. This wise and politic 
restraint beats down, by the habits of the mind, even a pro- 
pensity to incestuous commerce, and opposes those inclinations 
which nature, for wise purposes, has implanted in our breasts at 
the approach of the other sex. It holds the mind in chains 
against the seductions of beauty. It is a moral feeling in per- 

Eetual opposition to human infirmity. It is like an angel m>m 
eaven placed to guard us against propensities which are evil. 
It is that warning voice, gentlemen, which enables you to 
embrace your daughter, however lovely, without feeling that 
you are of a different sex. It is that which enables you, in the 
same manner, to live familiarly with your nearest female rela- 
tions, without those desires which are natural to man. 

'^ Kext to the tie of blood (if not, indeed, before it), is the 
sacred and spontaneous relation of fnendship. The man who 
comes under the roof of a married friend ought to be under the 
dominion of the same moral restraint ; and, thank God, generally 
is so, firom the operation of the causes which I have described. 
Thpugh not insensible to the charms of female beauty, he receives 
its impressions under a habitual reserve, which honour imposes. 
Hope is the parent of desire, and honour tells him he must not 
hope. Loose thoughts may arise, but they are rebuked and 
dissipated — 

* Evil into the mind of God or man 
May come and go, so unapproved, and leave 
Ko spot or blame behind.' 

" Gentlemen, I trouble you with these reflections, that you 
may be able properly to appreciate the guilt of the defendant ; 
and to show you that you are not in a case where large allow- 
ances are to be made for the ordinary infirmities of our imperfect 
natures. When a man does wrong m the heat of sudden passion 
— as, for instance, when, upon receiving an affront, he rushes 
into immediate violence, even to the aeprivation of life, the 
humanity of the law classes his offence amongst the lower decrees 
of homicide; it supposes the crime to have been committed 
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before the mind had tune to parley witii itself. But is the 
criminal act of such a person, however disastrous may be the 
consequence, to be compared with that of the defendant? 
Invited into the house of a friend, — received with the open 
arms of affection, as if the same parents had given them bnth 
and bred them;~in this situation, this most monstrous and 
wicked defendant deliberately perpetrated his crime; and, 
shocking to relate, not only contmued the appearances of 
friendship, after he had violated its most sacred obH^ations, 
but contmued them as a doak to the barbarous repetitions of 
his offence — ^writing letters of resard, whilst, perhaps, he was 
the father of the last child, wnom his injured mend and 
oompanion was embrac^ig and cherishing as his own. What 
protection can such conduct possibly receive from the humane 
consideration of the law for sudden and violent passions? A 
passion for a woman is progressive — it does not, like ang^, 
gain an uncontrolled ascendency in a moment ; nor is a modest 
matron to be seduced in a day. Such a crime cannot, therefore, 
be committed under the resistless dominion of sudden infinmhr : 
it must be deliberately^ wilfully^ and wickedly committed, liie 
defendant could not possibly have incurred the guih of this 
adultery without often passing through his mind (for he had 
the education and principles of a gentleman)->the v^y topes 
I have been insisting upon before you for his condemnation. 
Instead of being suddenly impelled towards mischief, without 
leisure for such reflections, he bad innumerable difficulties and 
obstacles to contend with. He could not but hear, in the first 
refusals of this unhappy lady, evervthing to awaken conseience, 
and even to exdte norror. In the arguments he must have 
employed to seduce her from her duty, he could not but recolleot, 
and wilfully trample upon hie own. He was a year engaged in 
the pursuit-^he resorted repeatedly to his shameful purpose, 
and advanced to it at such mtervsus of time and distance, as 
entitle me to say, that he determined in cold blood to enjoy a 
future and momentary gratification, at the expense of every 
principle of honour which is held sacred amongst gentlemen, 
even where no laws interpose their obligations or restraint."— 
Pp. 183-186. 

The jury gave £7,000 damages, supposed to be 
equal to the defendant's whole property. 

The other speech which we proceed to notice is 
of the same exalted character. It was delivered ia 
behalf of a gentleman of high family, who having been 
attached to a young lady of equal rank, was prevented 
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from marrying her by the interested views of her 
relations, who preferred an alliance with one of the 
greatest houses in the kingdom. The marriage waa 
an unhappy one : the original attachment seems never 
to have been replaced by any other — ^it revived after 
an interval of misery and separation — and produced 
the elopement which occasioned the present action. It 
is quite impossible, we think, for human ingenuity and 
eloquence to have turned those circumstances to better 
account than Mr. Erskine's did in this exquisite speech. 
The counsel for the pliuntiff having dwelt on the loss 
of domestic happiness occasioned by the seduction, Mr. 
Erskine meets him here at once : — 

^^In order, therefore, to examine this matter (and I shall 
support erer^ syllable that I utter with the most pedse and 
uncontrovertible proofe), I will begin with drawmg up the 
curtains of this blessed marriage-bed, whose joys are supposed 
to have been nipped in the bud by the defendant's adnlterous 
seduction. Notnmg, certainly, is more delightful to the human 
fancy than the possession of a beautiful li^oman in the prime of 
health and youtnful passion : It is, beyond all doubt, the highest 
enjoyment which Grod, in his benevolence, and for the wisest 
purposes, has bestowed upon his own ima^e : I reverence, as I 
ought, that mysterious union of mind and body, which, while it 
continues our species, is the source of all our affections ; which 
builds up and dignifies the condition of human life ; which binds 
the husband to the wife by ties more indissoluble than laws 
can possibly create ; and which, by the reciprocal endearments 
arising from a mutual pai«ion, a mutual interest, and a mutual 
honour, lays the foundation of thai parental affection which dies 
in the brutes with the necessities of nature, but which reflects 
back again upon the human parents the unspeakable sympathies 
of their oti^ring, and all the sweet, delightful relations of social 
existence. Wmle the curtains, therefore, are yet closed upon 
this bridal scene, your imaginations will naturally represent to 
you this charming woman, endeavouring to conceal sensations 
which modesty forbids the sex, however enamoured, too openly 
to reveal ; wishing, beyond adequate expression, what she must 
not even attempt to express ; and seemmgly resisting what she 
bums to enjoy. Alas ! gentlemen, you must now prepare to 
see in the room of this a scene of horror and of sorrow; prou 
must prepare to see a noble lady, whose birth surely required 
no further illustration; who had been courted to marriage 
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before she ever heard eyen her husband^s name ; and whose 
affections were irretrievably bestowed upon and pledged to my 
honourable and unfortunate client ; you must behold her given 
up to the plaintiff by the infatuation of parents, and stretched 
upon this bridal bed as upon a rack ; — ^tom from the arms of a 
beloved and impassioned youth, himself of noble birth, only to 
secure the honours of a higher title ; a legal victim on the altar 
of heraldry !"— Pp. 201-203. 

He then goes into the particular facts which are 
to support this description, and works them up to a 
purpose bold indeed — ^but not rash ; — he contrives to 
make the parties change places, and represents the 
seducer as the injured person : — 

" To all this it will be said by the plamtiff's counsel (as it has, 
indeed, been hinted already), that dis^st and alienation from 
her husband could not but be expected ; but that it arose from 
her affection for Mr. B. Be it so, gentlemen. I readily admit 
that, if Mr. B/s acquaintance with the lady had commenced 
subseauent to the marriage^ the argument would he irresistible, 
and tne criminal conclusion against him unanswerable. But has 
Mr. H. a right to insdnict his counsel to charge my honourable 
client with seduction when he himself yraa the seducer? My 
learned friend deprecates the power of what he terms my 
pathetic eloquence: Alas I gentlemen, if I possessed it, the 
occasion forbids its exertion, because Mr. B. has only to defend 
himself^ and caimot demand damages from Mr. H. for depriving 
him of what was his by a title superior to any law which man 
has a moral right to make. Mr. H. was never mabried. 
God and nature forbid the banns of such a marriage. If, there- 
fore, Mr. B. this day could have, b;^ me, addressed to you his 
wrongs in the character of a plaintiff demanding reparation, 
what damages might I not have asked for him — and, without 
the aid of this imputed eloquence, what damages might I not 
have expected ? 

^^ I would have brought before you a noble youth, who had 
fixed his affections ujpon one of the most beautiful of her sex, 
and who enjoyed hers in return. I would have shown you their 
suitable condition ;t-I would have painted the expectation of an 
honourable union, and would have concluded by showing her 
to you in the arms of another, by the legal prostitution of 
parental choice in the teeth of affection : with child by a rival, and 
onlv reclaimed at last, after so cruel and so afflicting a divorce, 
with her freshest charms despoiled, and her very morals in a 
manner impeached, by asserting the purity and virtue of her 
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ori^nal and spotless choice. Good God! imagine my client to 
be PLAINTIFF, and what damages are you not prepared to gire 
him? and yet he is here as defendant, and damages are 
demanded against him. Ob, monstrous conclusion !" — Pp. 
204, 205. 

After this, he says he considers his client as perfectly 
safe in the hands of the jury; and may spare a moment 
to render his cause beneficial to the public. It might 
be supposed that he is in reality going to lecture upon 
some general topics arising out of the cause ; not for 
the sake of really edifying his audience, but for reliev- 
ing their attention, and displaying rhetoric. No such 
thmg — these are arts of lesser rhetoricians. He 
enlarges on such points indeed, and persuades his 
hearers that he is instructing them, and stepping aside 
for their improvement; but after thus getting the 
more complete and unsuspecting possession of them, he 
speedily, but not abruptly, turns all he has been saying 
to the account of his cause, by a transition perfectly 
natural, and indicating the purpose for which the sup- 
posed digression was mdolged m : — 

*' It involves in it an awful lesson ; and more instructive 
lessons are taught in courts of justice than the church is able to 
inculcate. Morals come in the cold abstract from pulpits ; but 
men smart under them practically when we lawyers are the 
preachers. I^t the aristocracy of England, which trembles so 
much for itself, take heed to its own security ; let the nobles of 
England, if they mean to preserve that pre-eminence which, in 
some shape or other, must exist in everjr social community, take 
care to support it by aiming at that which is creative, and alone 
creative, of real superiority. Instead of matching themselves to 
supply weidth, to be again idly squandered in debauching ex- 
cesses, or to round the quarters of a family shield ; instead of 
continuing their names and honours in cold and alienated 
embraces, amidst the enervating rounds of shallow dissipation, 
let them live as their fathers of old lived before them ;— let them 
marry as affection and prudence lead the way; and, in the 
ardours of mutual love, and in the simplicities of rural life, let 
them lay the foundation of a vigorous race of men, firm in their 
bodies, and moral from early nabite ; and, instead of wasting 
tiieir fortunes and their strenniih in the tasteless circles of de- 
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bauchery, let them light up their magnificent and hospitable 
halls to the gentry and peasantry of the country, extending the 
consolations of wealth and influence to the poor. Let them but 
do tiiis, — and, instead of those dan&:erous and distracted divi- 
sions between the different ranks of me, and those jealousies of 
the multitude so often blindly painted as his with destruction ; 
we should see our country as one large and narmonlous family, 
—which can never be accomplished amidst vice and corruption, 
by wars or treaties, by informations ex officio for libels, or by 
any of the tricks and artifices of the state : — ^Would to God this 
system had been followed in the instance before us ! Surely the 
noble house of F. needed no further illustration ; nor the still 
nobler house of H., — with blood enough to have inoculated half 
the kingdom."— Pp. 205-207. 

The speech concludes with such a representation of 
the defender's circumstances as might conduce to the 
same end — ^the diminution of damages. Whether he 
was successful or not, the reader may judge, when he 
learns that only £600 were giren ; barely enough to 
cover an application for a divorce bill. 

We shaft now close this article, which we trust will 
not be thought tedious, however extended in length, 
by such as have read the extracts, which give it the 
whole value it possesses. It is too late to mdulge in 
general reflections upon a professional career, about 
which the world has long since made up its mind. 
Nothing now remains but to admire its lustre, and to 
lament that it has been terminated, — not indeed by 
events which took Mr. Erskine from a new sphere, to 
which the habits of his previous life were Uttle adapted, 
and in which he could have experienced no great com- 
fort, however necessary for his fame and for the honour 
of the profession his elevation to it might have been. 
Nor yet do we mourn because the prospect of his return 
to the same sphere has been overcast. But we may 
be allowed to express a sincere, though unavailing 
regret, that the strange and humiliating events which 
have recently inflicted such injuries on the country, 
should have deprived it of the services which Lord 
Erskine might still render in returning to the courts of 
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common law, and filling a high magisterial station in 
those scenes where his hfe was spent. 

In concluding these reflections, we cannot avoid re- 
curring to the topic with which our former article on 
the same subject was wound up. To hold up Lord 
Erskine*s skill and eloquence to the younger members 
of the profession for their models might be in most 
instances unavailing. But every one, however slenderly 
gifted, may follow him close in the path of pure honour 
and unsullied integrity ; — above all — of high and un- 
bending independence, — incapable of being seduced or 
awed, either by the political or judicial influence of 
the times. Had he not been the first in this path — 
had his powers been exerted in obsequiousness to the 
government, or in time-serving or timid submission to 
the courts of justice, we^ at least, should not have stept 
aside to attempt the task of praising his eloquence. 
He might have spoken with the tongue of an angel, if 
his cause had not beeQ that of the people — and con- 
ducted with dauntless resistance to power — unceasing 
enmity to every kind of oppression, by whomsoever 
attempted. Covered over with honours (as they are 
called), satiated with wealth, bepraised in every court 
and assembly within the realm — one thing he would 
still have found beyond the reach either of his talents 
or his power : — ^the humble, but honest, and therefore 
not worthless, tribute of praise which we have given, 
not to the orator, but to the friend of the people. 
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It is one of the most trite remarks of rhetorical 
criticism, that the eloquence of the pulpit, generally 
speaking, turns verv peculiar advantages to a very 
moderate account. If any one were, for the first time, 
informed what Preaching was — ^if, for example, one of 
the ancient critics had been told that the time would 
come when vast multitudes of persons should assemble 
regularly to be addressed, in the midst of their devo- 
tions, upon the most sacred truths of a religion sublime 
beyond all the speculations of philosophers, yet in all 
its most important points simple, and of the easiest 
apprehension ; that with those truths were to be 
mingled discussions of the whole circle of human 
duties, according to a system of morality singularly 
pure and attractive ; and that the more dignified and 
the more interesting parts of national affairs were not 
to be excluded from the discourse ; that, in short, the 
most elevating, the most touching, and the most in- 
teresting of all topics, were to be the subject-matter of 
the address, directed to persons sufficiently versed in 
them, and assembled only from the desire they felt to 
hear them handled — surely the conclusion would at 
once have been drawn, that such occasions must train 
up a race of the most consummate orators, and that 
the effusions to which they gave birth must needs cast 
all other rhetorical compositions into the shade. The 

• Modem Infidelily considered tcith respect to its influence on Society^ 
in a Sermon preached at the Baptist Meeting^ Cambridge, By Robert 
Ball, M.A. Tenlh edition, 8vo, pp. 88. London: Hamilton. 1822. 
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preacher has, independent of his subject, advantages of 
a kind enjoyed by no other orator. He speaks with 
the most complete preparation ; in the midst of a pro- 
found silence, without the slightest contention to ruffle 
him or distract his audience ; he speaks too as from a 
lofty eminence, clothed with high authority, not solicit- 
ing, but commanding attention — not entreating or ex- 
horting, but requiring compliance with his mandate, by 
virtue of the commission he bears — ^not discoursing as 
man to men, but delivering a divine message as if he 
were upon an embassy from above, and claimed to 
represent the Supreme Power, whose minister he is 
admitted to be. His superiority over his auditors is 
far more marked than that of other orators, who only 
excel their hearers in talents and acquirements : for he 
is also more pure in life and conversation ; his habits 
are more virtuous, generally speaking, than that of the 
common run of men ; and he is, therefore, more entitled 
to be respected. In very many eases he has a yet 
stronger claim to their regard; he is most probably 
their ordinary pastor, and endeared to them by having 
counselled them in difficulties, visited them in sickness, 
and comforted them in affliction. What, compared 
with this, is the advantage which secular declaimers 
prize the most, that of having a willing audience, when, 
as candidates for popular favour, they address their 
own partizans, or, as chiefs of a party, they appeal to 
their banded followers ? 

How then comes it to pass that instances are so rare 
of eminent eloquence in tiie pulpit ? That there should 
be a great number of dull sermons preached, we can 
easily bring ourselves to expect — because there are a 
much greater number of such discourses delivered, 
than of all others taken together. Reckoning onfy 
15,000 every Sunday (which is allowing above 10,000 
of the clergy in England and Wales to preach but once 
a-week), and supposing only 5,000 by dissenters of all 
kinds, in both parts of the island, we have above a 

s 
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million of sermons preached regularly every year^ 
beside many thousand oecasionil discourses. How 
small a per-centage of this large number ever sees the 
light through the press I How trifling a per-centage 
of the number published ever reaches a aecond edition I 
Yet sermonsy from the great multitude which are com* 
posed, form the most niunerous class of publications; 
and, excepting works of very abstruse science, have 
the fewest readers ; and without any exception, of all 
books sink, proverbially, the most speedily into oblivion. 
Their* prodigious number will easily account for so 
many, bad ones being found ; and this may also explain 
the evil name which this species of composition gene- 
rally has acquired. But it will hardly account for so 
few fine ones appearing. The vast body of preachers 
always s^ work is, on the contrary, a reason why 
many great orators should start up, independent of 
all Uie peculiar advantages which pulpit eloquence 
enjoys. We must seek ebewhere^ then, for the cau^ 
of the imdeniable fact, which is so often admitted and 
la^)en.ted« 

It is- commonly said, that the advantages such as we 
have adverted to are more apparent than real, — that 
SMnple as they seem to be when enum^ated, they shrink 
into a, narrow space in practice, — ^that some of them, 
as for instance the absence of conflict, and the uniform 
preparation, are rather drawbacks than benefits; — 
and that all the solid points of superiority over secular 
oratory would be most profitably abandoned, if they 
could only be exchanged for the lively excitement, the 
heartfelt glow, created by a present interest, however 
trifling in amount, compared with the reversionary 

5 respects toward which sacred contemplations are 
irected. That such is the grovelling nature of men, 
mav be easily admitted ; that they w2l be disposed to 
feel far more strongly the appeals made to them, upon 
matters before their eyes, and at the present time, 
than any topics drawn from " the evidence of things 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I 



PULPIT JSLOQtTBfNCB. 259 

unseen,'' and which refer to the period "when time 
shall be more ;" that the question, what shall be sud- 
denly enacted, is much more practical, and afPects the 
bulk of mankind more vehemently, than the question 
how they shall regulate their lives, and what they 
shall hope or dread to experience hereafter, will readily 
be granted ; and, therefore, that the natural tendency 
of a preacher's auditory, is to regard his topics witn 
indifference, as not calling for any lively attention or 
knmediate resolution, when the same hearer would be 
roused to enthusiasm by the more practical discourses 
at the bar, the hustings, or the vestry. But after we 
have made every allowance of this kind, it remains un- 
questionable, that the preacher has advantages of sub- 
ject, and of character and opportunity, which should 
enable hiiA to overcome the grovelling tendency of 
men; to lift their ideas above the impulses of sense; 
and to counteract their inveterate habit of mistaking 
near things for great ones. 

It has long been conceded by the most rigorous and 
orthodox divines, that their sacred office does not set 
them above the necessity of borrowing help from the 
resources of worldly rhetoric. Indeed, when the 
preachers who had supernatural endowments — ^who 
had the gift of tongues to fortify them, and could 
confirm the faith of their hearers by performing 
miracles before their eyes — ^when even they disdained 
not the aids of mere earthly eloquence, St. Paul him- 
self holding a very high place among orators in his 
purely secular capacity, — we may well admit, that 
their successors are not only justified, but called upon 
to exert themselves with all earnestness and diligence 
in the arts of persuasion, and to rely upon them for 
making their ministry effectual. They are bound, as 
St. Jerome expresses it, to fight the flesh with the 
arms of the flesh, — after the manner of David, who 
slew Goliath with his own sword. They are bound, 
moreover, to keep pace with the improvements of the 
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age they live in, that they may retain the influence 
which the success of their ministry requires, over those 
among whom they labour. That men of commanding 
genius have been able to move their auditors from the 
pulpit, as effectually as any secular orators ever did, is 
beyond all question. Not to mention the extraordinary 
feats performed by some of the Roman preachers,* 
there are numerous testimonies to the triumphs of the 
French pulpit. De Lingendes, Castillon, Bourdaloue, 
are less familiarly known to us then Flechier, Bossuet, 
and Massillon ; but they seem to have been men cast 
in a grand mould. Rapin says of the first, in his 
Eeflexions (II., 104), " II enflammoit le coeur par tout 
ce qu'il y avoit de feu et d'ardeur dans les passions, 
dont il S9avoit Tart, par une rhetorique particuUere 
qu'il s'etoit faite. On commen^ait alors a Tecouter 
avec plaisir, parcequ'il s'insinuoit dans les esprits par 
Tartificc de son eloquence, et Ton ne craignoit jamais 
tant de le voir finir, que quand il etoit prest de la faire. 
Car c'etoit alors qu'il entroit dans les coeurs, pour s'y 
rendre le Maistre, et pour y faire ce qu'il luy plaisoit. 
Mais rien ne parloit plus a son avantage que le profond 
silence de son auditorie quand il avoit acheve son 
sermon. On voyoit ses auditeurs se lever de leurs 
chaises, le visage pMe, les yeux baiss^z, et sortir tout 
emus et pensifs de TEglise, sans dire un sen mot, sur 
tout dans les matieres touchantes, et quand il avoit 
trouve lieu de faire le terrible, ce qu'il faisoit fort 
souvent." There can be no more decisive character 
painted of great and successful eloquence, unless it be 
that fact-— of itself the most eloquent, and which every 
one has heard of — ^the sudden starting up of the whole 
congregation, when Massillon preached, for the first 
time, that wonderful sermon upon the " Few who will 

* It is related of Philip of Narni, that he once preached a sermon 
npon Non- residence before the Pope (Gregory XV), which had the 
effect of driving thirty bishops to their respective dioceses the day 
after. 
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be saved." {Le petit nombre des Elds). A general 
shuddering seized them at the famous passage, and 
they hastily rose, with a kind of cry, as if trying to 
escape from the frightful state he was describmgl 
Dean Kirwan's sermons are known to have produced 
the most extraordinary effects in later times. Persons 
have gone to church without being much afraid of 
being mduced, as others had been, to give more to the 
charity for which the Dean was to preach, tlian they, 
could afford ; but, after resisting for some time, they 
have ended by throwing down their watches and rings, 
and whatever else of v^ue they had about them. We 
have heard also of very remarkable effects being pro- 
duced by the great preacher, one of whose most 
finished works, though certainly not the best, now lies 
before us. 

Nor will it suffice to contend, that, in sermons, the 
principal object of great oratory is wanting — a topic of 
close and contested reasoning, some practical argument 
to be maintained and enforced. Some of the great 
specimens of ancient eloquence belong to the class 
which admits of little or no argumentation. Not to 
speak of Isocrates and the professed Panegyrists, some 
of Cicero's finest orations are properly of the Demons 
strative or Epideictic kind, in point of execution, 
though certainly not in their object; for they were 
not, like those strictly so called, made for the mere 
purpose of display. However, Demosthenes himself 
did not disdain to deliver at least one oration of tliis 
class, in every sense; and although there are con- 
clusive reasons for believing that the one preserved 
as his, is by another hand,* yet he has, in the Trcpi 

* The observations in the ETtTa0t»s Xoyof, npon the impossibility of 
dtizens in a democracy misbehaving in battle, and not choosing 4atam 
xaXtVf futXXn n ^tt at^xv*'* never could have been risked by one who 
had misbehaved in the very battle of which he was speaking. They form 
a striking contrast, too, to the extreme discretion shown in the oration tt^t 
^n^avtvt where he cautiously avoids the topic of his misconduct at Cher- 
onea, although JEschines had not only made it a distinct article of charge, 
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oT&^vov, recorded the satisfactiQn which he experi- 
enced in performing that task.* It must indeed be 
admitted, that nothing but the highest d^ree of ex- 
cellence can render this species of oratory attractive ; 
and that it becomes unbearable long before it reaches 
the point of mediocrity. The gre$.t fame of Bossuet 
affords no exception to this remark* His funeral 
sermons, which alone he laboured with such care as to 
leave in a perfect state, although replete with exalted 
{>assages, where much dignity is united to very exqui- 
site composition, have nevertheless such a sickening 
sweetness diffused over them, contain so little solid 
matter upon which the ornajnent is fine drawn, and 
show in the ornament such a defect of manly and 
original genius, that thejr oftener tire out our patience 
and pall upon the appetite, than afford gratification; 
while their perpetual exclamations and apostrophes, 
their gross exaggerations, and the never«ending (mctian 
of both thought and expression, is calculated not a httle 
to excite disgust, in a reader of correct taste and masr 
online understanding. 

init badf at least a dozea times, alluded to it in the meet offensive tenn& 
He declines the argument here: as indeed in the whole conduct of his 
defence, he makes a point of choosing his own ground^ notwithstanding 
all his adversary's attempts to make him Mlow the line of attack. He 
only refers to tiie selection made of him to pronoonoe the funeral ora- 
tion, as an answer to all that had been said against the measures which 
led to the disaster, and ascribes the choice to the confidence in his itnsm 
Meet ir^tfv/iiei, ^schines, in attacking him, had, among other invectives 
upon his want of courage, and beside contrasting it with the reward of the 
brave bestowed by Ctesiphou^ used this remarkable topic : *' He dared ta 
pronounce a panegyric upon the valour of the dead, while he trod upon 
their gravea with the feet of a coward (literally, a runaway slave), who 
had fied from his poet.** £r«X^««'i, rns ^^x^nrmts r«ri mm. Xi>.«««r4 
r«y TAi^AV aim fiat twt rtv ratpot tmv riTiXii/rif »«ra»y, ty/ut/tta^uv mn 
t»uttJ9 oftrnv' Is it conceivable that such an artist as iEschines, who 
here resorts to a far-fetched, though very fine aUusion, should have let 
Blip the obvious advantage which the expressions above cited from the 
eupposed funeral oration gave him, had they really been used? 
- * The funeral oratb>n, ascribed to Fericles in Thucydides, is still mor^ 
undeniably made for him ; but it proves beyond a doubt^ that one of thia 
illustrioua orator's greatest efforts was of that; kind. 
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The sermon upon Queen Henrietta Maria's death is 
esteemed among his finest, and probably would be 
pitched upon as his masterpiece. Now, passing over 
the subject-matter — ^which in displays of this clafis i^ 
always secondary — dismissing from our view such 
theories as those which ascrib^ to the Reformation all 
the crimes of our civil wars— such gross flatteries as 
that which can find in Charles I.'s whole life no error 
but the amiable failing of too much clemency, which he 
shares with Julius Caesar, and can single out no quali^ 
ties so undeniably belonging to his character as wisdom 
tod justice — ^there is, nevertheless, a way of expressing 
such nonsense which makes it more intolerable, and 
compels us at once to reject it, as there is also a 
manner of enfolding it in imagery, and conveying 
it in chaste and subdued diction, which beguiles our 
better judgment, and makes us receive it unawares. 
The exquisite adulation of Cicero to Caesar, has this 
remarkable quality, that it is so delicately managed, 
as to be no more offensive to the bystander, or even to 
the reader (a severer test), than to the object of it. 
But the clumsy preacher at the first sickens us with 
the subject and the artist. " Que lui peut-on reprocher, 
sinon la clemence? Je veux bien avouer de lui, ce 
qu'un auteur celebre a dit de Cesar." — " Qu'il a 6i6 
clement jusqu'a fetre oblig6 de s'en repentir." — " Que 
ce soit done la, si Pon veut, Tillustre defaut de Charles 
aussi bien que de Cesar."—" Comme il n'a jamais 
refuse ce qui etoit raisonable, ^tant vainqueur ; il a 
toujours rejete ce qui 6toit foible et injuste, 6tant 
captif."* — " Grande Reine !" (says he, apostrophizing 
Henrietta Maria), "je satisfais a vos plus tendres 
desirs, quand je celebre ce Monarque ; et ce coeur que 
n*a jamais vecn que pour lui, se rev^lle, tout poudre 
qu'il est, et devient sensible, m6me sous ce drap mor- 

* So thought not the unfortomte king himself, when he admitted that 
be justly merited his fate for not rejecting Strafiford'a bill of attainder, and 
while he was at libeity. 
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tuaire, au aom d'un epoux «i cher, a qui ses ennemis 
mSmes accorderont le titre de sage et celui de juste/' 
&c. But it is not only the Queen's deceased husband 
that draws the preacher off his subject; her living 
son-in-law, being present in the church, is addressed 
at some length — exhorted to work upon the power and 
the virtue of Louis XIV. and Charles II., for the 
peace of the two countries ; and told, " que Ton pent 
tout ^sperer d'un Prince que la sagesse conseille, que 
la yaleur anime, et que la justice accompagne dans 
toutes ses actions." — '' Mais (he suddenly exckims), ou 
m'emporte mon zele, si loin de mon triste sujet ? Je 
m'arrSte a considerer les vertus de iPhilippe, et ne 
songe pas que je tous dois Thistoire des malheurs 
d'Henriette f" He afterwards addresses himself to the 
wife of Philippe, and daughter of Henrietta Maria, 
apparently present also, but with a far-fetched contriv- 
ance, perhaps as absurd as any on record in the worst 
schools of rhetoric. The Duchess, as is well known, 
was born at Exeter, whence her mother was obliged 
to fly immediately after her confinement, and leave 
her m the power of the Parliamentary army. This 
happened in 1664. The preacher, in 1669, long after 
all the perils of her infancy are over, and when she is 
grown up and safely married and settled in France, 
most fervently prays for her preservation from the 
enemies who surrounded her cradle. "Princessel 
dont la destin^e est si grande et si glorieuse, faut-il 
que vois naissiez en la puissance des ennemis de votre 
maison ? Eternel I veillez sur elle ; anges saints I 
ranger a Tentour vos escadrons invisibles, et faites la 
garde autour du berceau d'une Princesse si grande et 
si delaissee. Elle est destin6e" (he goes on to inform 
the angels as a reason for watching her) " au sage et 
valeureux Philippe I et doit des Princes a la France, 
dignes de lui, dignes d'elle, et de leurs aieux I" Of 
Charles II. he says, in plain terms, that " his reign is 
peaceful and glorious, and that he causes justice, 
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wisdom, and mercy to reign with him." Certes, these 
effusions are not from the great master, who exclaimed, 
** Cave ignoscas I Hsec nee hominis, nee ad hominem, 
Yox est: Qa^, qui apud te C. Csesar utetur, suam 
citius abjiciet humanitatem, quam extorquebit tuam ;" 
and who afterwards flattered the conqueror in such 
t^rms as these — ^the model no doubt of the French 
artist, — ^but which he has most successfully copied — 
" Vidi enim et cognovi quid maxime spectares, cum 
pro alic^jus salute multi laborarent, causas, apud te 
rogantiiim graviores esse quam yultus: neque spec- 
tare te quam tuus esse, necessarius is qui te oraret, 
sed quam illius pro quo laboraret. Itaque tribuis tu 
quidem tuis ita mmta, ut mihi beatiores illi esse 
yideantur interdum, qui tua Uberalitate fruuntur, 
quam tu ipse, qui illis tam multa concedis. Sed 
video tamen apud te causas, ut dixi, rogantium 
valere plus quam preces ; ab iisque te moveri maxime, 
quarum justifissimum dolorem videas in petendo." — 
(Fro, Lig,) 

The Panegyriclcs of Bossuet, or Discourses in Praise 
of the Virgin, the Apostles, and Saints, are still more 
offensive to correct taste ; containinff, with much ex- 
cellent composition, and many displays of a subtle, 
thouffh perverse ingenuity, an abundance of the most 
childish ccmceits, and whining exclamations, calculated 
to sicken and divert, rather than awaken or sustain 
devotional feelings; while the topics of praise are 
often such as, to Protestant ears at least, are not only 
tainted with the grossest absurdity, but the most revolt- 
ing indelicacy. Take a specimen from two of his most 
famous sermons; the one preached on the Fast of 
the Nativity of the Virgin, " Sur ha Orandears de 
Marie ;" and the other on the Conception. They both 
turn much on the same point— one of his most favourite 
topics — the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin, and 
of Christ, on which he has many theories, by which 
he appears to set no httle store. " Car permettez moi, 
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je voiw prie, d'approfondir un si grand mystere, et de 
vous expliquer une verity qui ne sera pas moins utile 
pour YOtre instruction qu'elle sera glorieuse a la Sainte 
Yierge. Cette verity, Chretiens, e'est que notre 
Sauveur Jesus-Christ ne s'unit jamais a nous par son 
corps, que dans le dessein de s'unir plus etroitement 
en esprit. Tables mystiques I banquet adorable! et 
Yous saints et sacr^s autels, je vous appele a temoins 
de la verity que j'avance, mais soyez en les temoins 
vous-mfemes, vous qui participez a ces saints mysteres. 
Quand vous avez approche de cette table divine; 
quand vous avez vu venir Jesus-Christ k vous, en son 
propre corps, en son propre sang ; quand on vous Ta 
mis dans la bouohe, dites-moi, avez-vous pens^ quil 
vouloit s'arreter simplement au corps? A Dieu ne 
plaise que vous Tayez cru, et que vous ayez re9U 
seulement au corps celui qui court k vous pour cher- 
cher votre kme ! * Ames saints ! knes pienses ! vous 
qui savez gouter Jesus-Christ dans cette adorable 
mystere!*" &c. 

This constant practice of apostrophizing, borrowed, 
no doubt, from the Roman school, but adopted with 
the wonted intemperance of imitators (who, far from 
being servile followers, as of old, are almost always 
extravagant caricaturists), is one of the most offensive 
parts of French oratory, and would destroy the force 
of a far more powerful species than the Epideictic in 
which our neighbours have so long revelled, can ever 
be made, even in the strongest hands. Will it be 
credited, that the same sort of address which we have 
seen Bossuet make on behalf of the Duchess of Orleans, 
five-and-twenty years after she had escaped the perils 
in question, is made in behalf of the Virgin Mary, 
seventeen centuries and more after the occasion — a 
prayer to Christ that, in creating his mother, be would 
prevent her from being conceived in sin! ** Chores 
Freres, que vous en semWe ? que pensez vous de cette 
doctrine: Ne vous paroit-eUe pas bien plauiable? 
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Pour moi, quand je eonsidare le Saureur Jeans, notve 
amour et notre esperaoce, eQ^e les bras de la Sainte 
Vierge, eu 8a9ant son lait virginal, en so reposant 
douceraent sur son sein, ou enclos dans ses cnastes 
entrailles ! — ^mais je m'arrete k cette derniere pensee P 
— ^it might be supposed, out of regard to the feelings 
of propriety, and because he had gone quite far 
enough; — np £uch thing I — only because the other 
topics belonged to another day — " dans peu de jours 
nous celebrerons la Nativite du Sauyeur ; et nous le 
consaderoos k present dans ces entrailles ne sa Sainte 
Mere ; qiiand done je regarde rincomprehensible ainsi 
renferme, et cette universite comme raccourcie ; quand 
je Yois moQ Liberateur dans cette etroite et yoluntaire 
prison, je dis quelquefois k part moi se poiuroit-il bien 
faire que Dieu eUt voulu abandonner au diable, quand 
ce n'auroit et6 qu'un moment, ce temple sacre qu'il 
destinoit k son fils i ce saint tabernacle ou il prendra 
un si long et si admirable repos; ce lit virginal 
oil il celebrera des n6ces toutes spiritueUes avec notre 
pature? C'est ain^ que je me parle k moi-meme. 
Puis, m'adressaat au Sauveur : Enfant Beni, lui dis-je, 
ne le souf^ez pas, ne permettez pas que votre mere 
soit souillee ! Ah I que si Satan I'osoit aborder 
pendant que demeurant en elle vous y faitos un paradis, 
que de foudres vous feriez tomber sur sa tdte I Avec 
quelle jalousie vous defendriez Thonneur et I'innocence 
de votre Mere I Mais» 6 Saint Enfant I par qui les 
^iecles ont ete faits, que vous et(6s avant tout les temps 
— quand votre Mere fAt (Con9ue, vous la regardiez du 
plus haut des cieux ; mais vous-m6me vous formiez ses 
membres. C'est vous qui inspirates ce souffle de vie 
qui anima cette chair dont la votre devoit ^tre tir^e. 
Ah prenez garde, 6 sagesse eternelle I que dans ce 
memo moment elle va etre infectee d'un horrible pech6, 
elle va etre ^i la possession de Satan ! Detournez ce 
malheur p^r votre bont6 ! coramencea; k honorer votre 
Mere; faites qu'il lui profite d'avoir an fils qui est 
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^yant elle. Car enfin, k bien prendre les choses, elle 
est dej^ votre Mere, et deja vous etes son fils !"* 

After pursuing the subject at ^eat length, he 
observes, that next to the Articles of Faith, he knows 
no doctrine more attractive or more certain than that 
of the Immaculate Conception, and therefore is the less 
surprised that '* cette celebre Ecole des Theologiens de 
Paris obUge tons ses enfans k defendre cette doctrine." 
This of course brings on an apostrophe, as indeed does 
the mention of any person or body corporate whatever. 
" Savante compagnie ! cette piete pour la Vierge est 
pent Stre Tun des plus beaux heritages que vous ayiez 
re9U de vos peres I Puissiez-vous Stre a jamids floris- 
sante I Puisse cette tendre devotion," &c., &c. " Pour 
moi, je suis ravi, Chretiens, de suivre aujourd'hui ses 
intentions. Apres avoir ^te nourri de son lait, je me 
soumets volontiers i ses ordonnances; d'autant plus 
que c'est aussi, ce me semblo, la volonte de TEgliae. 
Elle a un sentiment fort honorable de la conception de 
Marie ; elle ne vous oblige pas de la croire immaculee ; 
mais elle nous fait entendre que cette croyance lui est 
agreable." — "H est de notre piet^, si nous sommes 
vrais enfans de TEglise, non settlement d'obeir aux 
commandemens, mais de flechir aux moindres signes 
de la volenti, d'une mere si bonne et si sainte."t 

It is to be remarked that Bossuet, in the character 
which he gives of Cromwell — ^the finest passage per- 
haps, in the funeral sermon upon Henrietta Maria — 
says nothing of his canting and mysterious language ; 
nor does he, in stigmatizing the sects which then 
sprung up, join in the abuse lavished upon them for 
the same excesses. (VI., 69, 74.) How indeed could 
he, who thus equals at the least in absurdity, the very 

* How striking is the effect, almost ludicrous, produced in this last 
sentence, by the French having no poetical language— no diction higher 
than the tone of common life ! 

t The first of these Sermons to be found in voL v., p. 871 ; the second 
in vol. i, p. 204, of the Choix de Sermona de BostueL Paris, 1808. 
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wildest of their ravings? But it would be well for 
those in this country,- who are fond of laughing at the 
language of the old Covenanters, to point out anything 
in the choicest remains of their field oratory, which 
goes beyond the effusions of this court-preacher, the 
classical prelate whose sermons are deemed among the 
choicest models of sacred eloquence. 

The style of Massillon is undoubtedly much more 
mascuhne, and formed more in the Greek than the 
Latin school As he flourished somewhat later than 
Bossuet, and as "the fashion of this world passeth 
away," not merely in secular matters, he is not wont, 
like the "Eagle of Meaux," to lose himself in the 
cloudy regions of mystery,^ but more apt, when he 
must deal with such subjects, to draw down from them 
some practical inferences applicable to the concerns of 
his flock. His panegyrical discourses, though abound- 
ing in the faults of 3ie French manner, offend far less 
in that luscious sweetness and sickly " onction,** which 
remind us of the descriptions the ancients have left of 
the Asiatic oratory. If in praising Louis XIV., but 
after his death, ne could paint him as a husband, 
" malgr^ les foiblesses qui partagerent son coeur, tou- 
jours respectiieux pour la vertu de Therese ; condam- 
nant, pour ainsi dire, par ses egards pour elle, Tinjustice 
de ses engagemens et renouant par Testime un Ueu 
affoibli par les passions," he certainly does not spare 
the reverses of fortune which followed his conquests ; 
but paints the miseries of war, and the losses sustained 
by France, with an honesty as rare in court-preachers, 
as it must have been unpalatable to the people he was 
addressing. " Mais helas ! triste souvenir de nos vic- 
toires, que nous rappelez vous ? Monumens superbes 
elev^s au milieu de nos places pubhques, pour en im- 
mortaliser la memoire, que rappeleres-vous k nos 
neveux, lorsqu'ils vous demanderont, comme autrefois 
les IsraeUtes, ce que signlfient vos masses pompeuses 
et enormed? Quando interrogaverint vos filii vestri 
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dicentes : Quid rihi vohmt iati lapides f Vous lerar 
i*appelerez un siecle entier d'horreurs et de carnage : 
relite de la Noblesse Fran9o}se precipit^e dans le tom- 
beau ; tant de maisons anciennes eteintes ; tant de 
meres point consol^es, qui pleurent encore snr leurs 
enfans; no9 compagnes desertes, et au lieu des 
tresors qu'elles renfennent dans leur sein, n'offirant 
plus que des ronces au petit nombre des laboureurs 
forces de les negliger; nos rilles desolees; nos 
peuples epuises ; les arts k la iSn sans emulation : 
le commerce languissant; vous leur rappelerez nos 
pertes plut6t que nos conqu^tes ; Qtiando interrogave' 
rint ? &c. vous leur rappelerez tant de lieux ssunts 
profanes; tant de dissolutions capables d'attirer la 
colore du ciel sitr les plus justes entreprises ; le feu» le 
dang, le blaspheme, Tabomination I et toutes les 
horreurs qu'enfante la guerre: vous leur rappelerez 
nos crimes plut&t que nos victoires I Quando interro- 

?averint?" &c. — {Sermons de Massillxm, VII., 238.) 
*his, it must be admitted, is a language far better 
adapted to the pulpit, and much better to be held, 
both to princes and their subjects, than the glorious 
descriptions of war, and the sons of triumph upon the 
success of their arms, and the shouts of exultation at 
national superiority, and the thunders and invectives 
against other countries, with which so many high 
priests of the religion of peace and charity make ^e 
vaults of their temples ring in miodem times. 

It is observable, that this funeral sermon upon Louis 
XIV. must have been preached at the beginning of 
the Regency, and probably was delivered in the pre- 
sence ot that holy man, the Duke of Orleans ; but no 
allusion whatever is made to him ; and in the sermon 
upon his mother's death (when indeed he had ceased 
to be regent), the most extravagant praise bestowed 
upon him, is only that he was " le premier exemple 
d'une minority pacifique ; le modele des Princes bien- 
faisans/' (ib., 295), which might be said with the most 
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perfect truth. After all ttb are accustomed to hear 
of the flatteries of French courtiers, and especiallj 
French preacher8> in the age of Louis XIV., it is 
somewhat mortifying, to find them so far exceeded by* 
our own countrymen of the same day; and not by 
meai only of little mark, unknown in after times, and 
in their own distinguished merely for their servile 
propensities, but by the ablest and most gifted of 
their profession ; as South, who proved before Charles 
II. that Providence saves and delivers princes, ** by 
endowing them with a more than ordinary sagacity 
and quiekness of understanding above other men — 
so that they have not only a long reach with their 
arm, but a farther with their mind — by giving them 
a sii^ular courage and presence of mind — and by 
disposmg their hearts to such virtuous and pious 
courses as he has promised a blessing to, and restrain- 
ing them from those ways to which he has denounced 
a curse ;" beside disposing of events, and of the minds 
of men in their favour. — {Serrmma, III., 410). 

Voltaire^ an unsuspected eulogist of pulpit eloquence, 
describes the famous passage in the sermon, " Sur lea 
Elu8^' as one of the finest strokes of elo(|uence in 
ancient or modern times, and the figure which forms 
its ba^s, as at once the boldest and most happily- 
appropriate ever employed. He gives the passage, 
but in a manner differing materially from the version 
of it in the common edition of the Sermons. He says, 
that there have been several varieties of it in the several 
editions, but that the substance is the same in all. It 
is probable, that the bishop may have made the addi- 
tions which certainly enfeeble it, from a desire to 
improve still further what was so successful ; and that 
Voltaire may quote from the earliest edition ; but ono: 
very remarkable figure is omitted by him, and one 
piece of reasoning of a kind so truly Demosthenean, 
that no further proof is wanted of the models upoa 
which Massillon formed his style. We shall giva 
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Voltaire's, and then add those two passages, and 
afterwards attempt a translation; but we shall also 
note the changes by which the effect has been so 
much altered, and generally for the worse, in the 
subsequent versions : — 

" Je suppose que ce soit ioi notre demiere heure a 
tons ; que les cieux vont s'ouvrir sur nos tetes ; que 
le temps est passe, et que Teternite commence; que 
Jesus-Christ va paraitre pour nous juger, selon nos 
oeuvres, et que nous sommes tons ici pour attencb-e 
de lui r arret de la vie ou de la mort eternelle I Je 
vous le demande, frappe de terreur comme vous, ne 
separant point mon sort du votre, et me mettant dans 
la mSme situation ou nous devons tons paraitre un 
jour devant Dieu notre Juge ; si Jesus-Christ, dis-je, 
paraissait des a present, pour faire la terrible separa- 
tion des justes et des pecheurs, croyez-vous que le 
plus grand nombre fut sauve? Croyez-vous que le 
nombre des justes fM au moins egal a celui des 
pecheurs ? Croyez-vouz que, s'il fesait maintenant la 
discussion des oeuvres du grand nombre qui est dans 
cette eglise, il trouvS.t seulement dix justes parmi nous f 
En trouverait-il un seul?" 

Nothing can be finer than the conception, nor more 
perfect than the execution. The language is at once 
the most simple, and the most expressive ; — ^the effect 
is strikingly grand;— the temperance with which so 
much is rejected, can only be equalled by the felicity 
of the selection. The sensation produced is supposed, 
according to this edition, and by what we can col- 
lect from the narrative of Voltaire, to have been 
at the awful words, "En trouverait-il un seul?" which 
seemed as it were to exclude each individual present 
from all hope of mercy. But, in the later editions, 
those words are postponed ; and the " discussion des 
coeurs du grand nombre qui est dans cette eglise," is 
expanded into an enumeration of four classes of sin- 
ners, who are to be deducted from the congregation ; 
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and the preacher proceeds thus: " Retranchez ces 
quatre sorts de pecheurs de cette assembl^e sainte; 
car lis en seront retranchfe au grand jour. Paraissez 
maintenant; iustes; ou fites-rous? Pestes dlsrael, 
passez a la droite : froment de Jesus-Christ, demelez- 
vous de cette paille destinee au feu ! Dieu I ou sont 
Tos Elus? et que reste-il pour votre partage?" And 
we presume, that the effect is supposed to have been 
produced here, according to this edition. The preacher 
then enlarges upon the idea, and weakens it lament- 
ably ; but he closes in a very high strain of reasoning, 
introducing at last something like the words which 
conclude the passage in the eaition of Voltaire, though 
so far weakening what went before, that it is a refer- 
ence to the topic, and a repetition of part. 

" Sommes nous sages, mes chers auditeurs. Peut- 
Stre que parmi tons ceux que m'entendent il ne se 
trouvera pas dix justes; neut-6tre s*en trouvera-t-il 
encore moins ; que sais-je ( mon Dieu ! Je n'ose 
regarder d*un oeil fixe les ablmes de vos jugemens et 
de votre justice ; peut-fetre ne s'en trouvera-t-il qu'un 
seul; et ce danger ne vous touche point, mon cher 
auditeur? et vous croyez etre ce seul heureux, dans 
le grand nombre qui perira — ^vous qui avez moins sujet 
de le croire que tout autre; vous sur qui seul la 
sentence de mort devroit tomber, quand elle ne tom- 
beroit que sur un seul des pecheurs qui m'ecoutent." 

Now, although this last part is of the highest merit, 
and equals the closeness of the Greek originals, there 
can be no doubt that the topic is derived from a very 
great blemish, namely, a recurrence to the former 
topic for the purpose of changing and weakening it. 
Whether we take the edition referred to by Voltaire, 
or suppose an alteration to have been practised by 
him in citing it, and that " en trouverait-il un seul?" 
was not in the original ; at any rate, the same mean- 
ing is conveyed by the figure which he suppresses, the 
invocation to the Just, and the exclamation, " Dieu, 
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ou Bont vos Elus? et que reste-t-il pour votre par- 
tage?" — ^for this supposes that there are none at all; 
and then the preacher, going back to the enumeration, 
assumes as the worst that can happen, that possibly 
there may be but one ! It may also be observed, that 
the exclamations, " Sommes nous sages," &c. — " 
mon Dieu!" &c., and "Mes chers auditeurs!" lower 
the severe dignity of the style, by lessening that 
nervous simpUcity which gives such grandeur to the 
former part of the passage. That simplicity, however, 
is far less remarkable in the later editions, than in 
that from which we have cited. They introduce, in 
the middle of the description, an argument of some 
length — ^that as the audience now is, so will it be, as 
to salvation, in death and in judgment — which, in 
Voltaire's edition, is merely glanced at in a word. 
Instead of simply making Jesus Christ appear, they 
make him appear '' dans ce temple," and not only 
there, but " au milieu de cette assemblee ;" and worse 
still, the assembly is " la plus auguste de Tunivers." 
Instead of that sublime expression, " Que le temps est 
passe, et que Feternite commence," they have, " Que 
c'est la fin de Tunivers:" Instead of " Tarret de la 
vie, ou de la mort eternelle," they vary the first sub- 
stantive, drop the antithesis, and diffuse the expres- 
sion into "une sentence de grace, ou un arrfet de 
mort eternelle ;" and instead of the simple and appro- 
priate language, in which Voltaire's edition makes the 
preacher identify himself with his flock, without a 
word to awaken them from the trance, as it were, 
into which he has flung them, the later versions add 
to the words, " ne separant pas mon sort du votre," 
these, "en ce point;" and these, which still more 
effectually end the delusion, as much as if he had 
reminded them in so many words that he was preach* 
ing — " me mettant dans la memo disposition, ou je 
souhaite que vous etiez" — ^and drop the fine phrase, 
'^ paraitre devant Dieu notre juge." These and other 
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changed are all very much for the worse. One or two 
alterations are, perhftps, improvements ; as, " le ter- 
rible discemement des boucs et des brebis ;" for, " la 
terrible separation des justes et des pecheurs;" and 
certainly the description is made more lively, and the 
allusion better pursued, by substituting for the general 
expression, " Croyez vous que le plus grand nombre 
fiit sauve?" the picturesque one, " Croyez vous que le 

5>lus grand nombre, de tout-ce que nous sommes ici, 
lit place a la droite?'' The passage, as we cannot 
avoid thinking it must have originally stood, may be 
thus given in English, though with the inferiority 
which is almost necessarily the lot of a translation, 
even from a less to a more expressive language : — 

" I figure to myself that our last hour is come ; — 
the heavens are opening over our heads — ^Time is no 
more, and Eternity has begun. Jesus Christ is about 
to appear to judge us, according to our deserts — and 
we are here awaiting at his hands the sentence of 
everlasting life or death. I ask you now — stricken 
with terror like yourselves — ^in nowise separating my 
lot from yours, but placing myself in the situation in 
which we all must one day stand before God, our 
Judge — If Christ, I ask you, were at this moment to 
come to make the awful partition of thov just and 
the unjust — think you that the greater number 
would be saved?* — Do you believe fiat the numbers 
would be even equal ? If the lives of the multitude 
here present were sifted, would he find among us ten 
righteous ? Would he find a single one ?" 

If any one examines the rest of this famous sermon, 
which abounds with the most nervous and brilliant 
pajssages, he will find the strongest reason to conclude, 
that the great one we have heen speaking of was 
retouched and overdone, after its first extraordinary 
effect had stamped it with celebrity; for the other 

* ** Think you that the greater number would pass to his right haad?** 
-^(LcUer Edilioni,) 
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S^rts are by no means liable to the same objections, 
any of them are distinguished by Attic simplicity, 
and recall to the mind of the classical reader the close 
and rapid declamation of the greatest orators. 

" Ou sont ceux qui renoncent de bonne foi aux 
plaisirs, aux usages, aux maxims, aux esperances du 
monde ? Tous Pont promis — qui le tient ? On roit 
bien des gens qui se plaignent du monde; qui I'ao- 
cusent d'injustice, d'lngratitude, de caprice; qui se 
dechainent centre lui; qui parlent vivement de ses 
abus, de ses erreurs ; mais en le decriant its Taiment, 
ils le suivent, ils ne peurent se passer de lui ; en se 
plaignant de ses injustices, ils sont piques, ils ne sont 
pas desabuses ; ils sentent ses mauvais traitemens, ils 
ne connaissent pas ses dangers ; ils se censurent, mais 
ou sont ceux qui le haissent ? Et dela, jugez si bien 
des gens peuyent pretendre au salut. Eniin tous avez 
dit anatheme a Satan et a ses o&uvres ; et quelles sont 
ses oeurres ? Celles qui composent presque le fil, et 
comme toute la suite de votre vie; les pompes, les 
jeux, les plaisirs, les spectacles, le mensonge dont il est 
le pere, Torgueil dont il est le modele, les jalousies et 
les contentions dont il est Partisan. Mais, je demande, 
oil sont ceux qui n'ont pas leve Tanatheme, ' &c., &c. 

We have extended this quotation for the purpose of 
remarking, that it is employed to introduce a long and 
most vehement invective against all dramatic exhibi- 
tions, and all actors, — which makes Voltaire's unquali- 
fied admiration of the whole discourse a still stronger 
testimony in its favour. A comparison with Bossuet's 
frequent sermons on kindred subjects is quite unneces- 
sary to establish Massillon*s vast superiority. But 
whoever would satisfy himself of this, may compare 
Bossuet's " Sur Vimpenitence fitiale" with Massillon's 
on the same subject. It is certainly one of Bossuet's 
best. There is one magnificent passage worthy of 
Massillon in conception, and, but for the superfluous 
exclamations, in execution also, in which the Angel of 
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Death is described as retiring, time after time, to 
give an opportunity for repentance — till at length the 
order goes forth from on high. Make an end! — 
"L* Audience est ouverte; le juge est assis: Criminell 
venez plaider votre cause. Mais que vous avez pen 
de temps pour vous preparer I Dieu, que le temps 
est court pour demeler une affaire si envelopp^ que 
celles de vos comptes et de votre vie. Ah ! que vous 
jetterez de cris superflus: Ah I que vous soupirerez 
amerement apres tant d'annees perdues ! Vainement, 
inutilement : il n'y a plus de temps pour vous ; vous 
entrez au sejour de Teternit^. Voyez qu*il n'y a plus de 
soleil visible, qui commence et qui finisse les jours, 
les saisons, les ann^es. C'est le Seigneur lui-meme qui 
va commencer de mesurer toute chose par sa propre 
infinite. Je vous vois etonn6 et eperdu en presence 
de votre juge : mais regardez encore vos accusateurs ; 
ce sent les pauvres qui vont s'61ever centre votre 
durete inexorable." — (Tom. iv., p. 255.) It is very 
probable that the opening of this splendid passage 
first suggested to Massillon the idea of that of which 
so much has been said; and, in the remainder, we 
certainly perceive a striking coincidence with the lead- 
ing feature of Mr. Hall's peroration to his beautiful 
Sermon upon War. 

Of Massillon's discourse, " Sur Timpenitence finale," 
the merits are indeed of the highest order. The 
exordium, in particular, is eminently oratorical; sup- 
posing the audience to have shuddered at the awtul 
words of the text,* and to stand in need of being 
comforted and supported, rather than awakened and 
intimidated. But the description of a death-bed, which 
is much admired, in its most striking circumstances, 
the picture of the state of the soul, immediately on 
quitting the body (Tom. ii., p. 169), falls short of the 
effect produced by a few simple and most picturesque 

• " I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins : 
whither 1 go, ye caunot come."— John viii. 21. 
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expressions on the same subject, in the Sermon upon 
Death. " Vous ignorez ce que vous serez dans cette 
autre terre, ou les conditions ne changent plus ; entre 
les mains de qui tombera votre ame, seule, etrangere, 
tremblante, au sortir du corps." What follows is much 
more ambitious, but less striking, though by no means 
unsuccessful. " Si elle sera enrironee de lumiere et 

Eortee aux pieds du Trone sur les ailes des Esprits 
ien-heureux, ou envelopp^e d*un nuage affreux, et 
precipitee dans les abimes." — (Tom. iii., 410), 

The funeral sermon of this great orator on the 
death of Louis XIV. is well known. Certainly there 
never was in the history of rhetoric, a more striking 
passage than its commencement; and we can easily 
credit all the traditional accounts of its prodigious 
effects. The congregation, composed of the court and 
of the people, were assembled in the Sainte-Chapelle 
of Paris ; prince after prince of the royal family had 
died in the course of a short time ; the almost only 
survivor, now the infant king, stricken with a grave 
malady, was all but given over ; the general sorrow, 
anxiety, and alarm, seemed at its height ; when the 
late monarch's, Louis-le-6rand*s, remains, slowly borne 
through the aisle, were placed in the centre of the 
chapel, — and Massillon pronounced the memorable 
words which thrilled every bosom, — ** Dieu seul est 
grand, mes frferes." When we consider the absolute 
simphcity and perfect conciseness of the language; 
the entire appropriateness of the idea— ^uite natural, 
not quite obvious — so that though it might not have 
occurred to any, yet it must, when presented, have 
made every one marvel that it had not — ^above all, its 
awful effect in bringing the whole scene into the 
Divine presence — ^we must confess, without hesitation, 
that there is not to be found in any merely human 
composition, a more genuine example of the subUme. 
It differs from all, or almost all other instances, in 
this, that there is a reality in the passage — ^the thing 
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is acted, not described. The famous oath of Demos- 
thenes, Ma Tovg ev Mapadiovi KivSvvivaKVTag rwv 
TTpoyovtJv ! approaches this reality, but falls short of 
it. Cicero's appeal to Tubero, " nimis urgeo — com- 
moveri videtur adolescens" {Pro Ligurio), was touch- 
ing ; it was exquisitely skilful, but had nothing awful. 
The " baud ducum in crucem tolli" {In Var,) had no 
reality. Nor must it be forgotten, that the perfect 
appropriateness to the occasion, the completely natural 
character of the allusion, precluded the possibility of 
the objection that it was acting. Actmg, that is 
dramatic, it was in the higliest degree ; and Baron, 
the great tragedian, who went to hear the preacher, 
as so many preachers had gone in disguise to take a 
lesson from him,* when he said, "Here is a true 
orator ; we are but actors," might, had he been 
present at the funeral sermon, have added to his 
praise, that the great orator was also a great dram- 
atist, f 

To sustain the opening of the discourse was mani- 
festly impossible; indeed it ought, for full effect, to 
have ended with the four words. But as that was 
equally impossible, — ^nay, would have been reckoned 
a stage trick — ^Massillon proceeds, and as far as it was 
possible avoids sinking — at least, he most artistly so 
contrives both the sense and the diction as to break 
his fall He probably made a long pause after " Dieu 
seul est grand, mes freres," and then he adds : " Et 
dans ces derniers momens surtout, oil il preside a la 
mort des rois de la terre; plus leur gloire et leur 

* The great preachers used to attend the theatre when Baron acted, in 
a grilled box. He had quitted the stage for some ^ears before 1715, bat 
afterwards returned to it in his old age, and was as successful as ever. 

f Cardinal Maury, in his Essai tur VEloquence de la Chaire^ has 
given a description, apparently with some fanciful exaggeration, of the 
manner in which the great passage was pronounced. One part is probably 
given accurately enough ; that the preacher fimt read with great solemnity 
the impressive text from Solomon, " I was king over Israel, and behold 
all is vanity and vexation of spirit," and then remained for a few seconds 
in profound sUence before he began, ** Dieu seal est grand I " 
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puissance ont ^clat^, plus, en s'evanouissant alors, 
elles rendent hommage a sa grandeur supreme : Dieu 

Sarent tout ce qu'il est; et Phomme n'est plus rien 
e tout ce qu'il croyoit ^tre:" a passage which must 
have commanded admiration; had it stood alone, and 
apart from the extraordinary beginning, unavoidably 
impaired by it, as it must needs have been by any- 
thing that any one could add, speaking with the 
tongues of men and of angels. * 

In sermons professedly of the Panegyrical kind, the 
orator must needs fall into the two vices more or less 
inseparable from this species of eloquence — flatter- 
ing, and speaking for the mere sake of display. The 
latter, indeed, seems to have been regarded as an 
excellence by the great master of Epideictic Rhetoric; 
for he says, that in his judgment those '' are the finest 
orations which handle the greatest topics, benefit the 
audience most, and best show off the speakers." [rove 
re Xsyovrag fxakiara £7ri8£cicov(ri.] (Isocrates.) Mas- 
sillon's panegyrics partake accordingly of these defects, 
though in a far less degree than Bossuet's ; who does 
not confine to his funeral orations, the introduction of 
allusions, and direct addresses to the great ones of the 
earth, but hardly ever suffers an occasion to pass, when 
he is preaching before princes, of turning to them and 
making them parts of speech. " Grand Koi ! qui sur- 
passez de si loin tant d augustes predecesseurs," &c. 
After recounting his earthly glories, indeed, he makes 
a very fine application. "Ne voyez vous pas ce feu de- 

• The great force of the opening has made the rest of the sermon be over- 
looked ; but it abounds with the greatest beauties. One remarkable passage 
is fit to be remembered, in which the wars of Louis XIY. are blamed. In 
fact, the patron of Massiilon, who made him bishop, the Regent Orleans, 
was, happily for France and for Europe, also the patron of peace. Bat 
Louis* parting advice to his infant successor is in all probabilitv given 
with accuracy, and it well deserves our attention: — "Mon fils, vous 
allez £tre un grand roi; mais souvenez-vous qui tout votre bonheur 
dependra d'etre soumis k Dieu et du soin que vous aurez de soulager vos 
peuples. £vitez la guerre ; ne souvez pas Ik-dessua meis exemples ; soyei 
un prince padfique et soulagez vos sujets.** 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EULPIT ELOQUENCB. 281 

Torant qui precede la face du Juge terrible, qui abolira, 
en un mSme jour, et les villes, et les fprteresses et 
les citadelles, et les palais, et les maisons de plaisance, 
et les arsenaux, et les marbres, et les inscriptions, 
et les titres, et les histoires, et ne fera qu'un erand feu, 
et peu apres qu'un amas de cendre, de tons les monu- 
mens des Rois? Peut-on s'imaginer de la j^randeur 
en ce qui ne sera un jour que de la poussiere f II faut 
remplir d'autres faites et aautres annales." — (Tom. i., 
p. 168.) In preaching upon the day of judgment 
before the court, he dwells on the hayoc which will 
then be made among titles and ranks ; and verj 
properly exclaims, " God grant that so many grandees 
who are now Ustening to me, may not lose their 
precedence on that day I" But he straightway turns 
to the King (Tom. iii., p. 497), " Que cet Auguste 
Monarque ne voie jamais tomber sa couronne ! qu'il 
soit aupres de Saint Louis, qui lui tend ses bras, et 
qui lui montre sa place I Dieu, que cette place ne 
soit point vacantet" Then comes a prayer for his 
temporal glory, and a curse on all who desire it not. 
But, the JPrelate goes on, " Sire ! je trahis votre 
Majeste si je borne mes souhaits pour yous dans cette 
vie perissable. Vivez done heureux, fortune, vic- 
torieux de vos ennemis. Pere de vos peuples ! — ^mais 
vivez toujours bon et juste;" and so he wishes him a 
heavenly crown, " Au nom du Pere, et du Fils, et 
du Saint Esprit!" 

Between Massillon and Bossuet, and at a great 
distance certainly above the latter, stands Bourda- 
loue, whom some have deemed Massillon's superior, 
but of whom an illustrious critic has more justly said 
that it was his greatest glory to have left the suprem- 
acy of Massillon still in dispute.* In the vigour and 
urgency of his reasonings, he was undeniably, after 
the ancients, Massillon's model: and if he is more 



* D*Memhert^Eloffe de Mastillon. 
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harsh, and addresses himself less to the feelings and 
the passions, it is certain that he displays a fertility 
of resources, an exuberance of topics, whether for 
observation or argument, not equalled by almost any 
other orator, sacred or profane. It is this fertility, 
the true mark of genius, that makes us certain of 
finding in every subject handled by him, something 
new, something which neither his predecessors had 
anticipated, nor even his followers have imitated, so 
far as to deprive, if not his substance, at least his 
manner of the charm of originality. It is another 
mark of genius, and one akin to this exuberance, and 
generally seen in its company, that though bis lan- 
guage be, for a French orator, somewhat rough, and 
his composition not always diligently elaborated, his 
style abounds in point, and in felicitous turns of ex- 
pression. 

" Quand je parle de ITiypocrisie, ne pensez pas que 
je la borne a cette espece particuliere qui consiste dans 
rabus de la piete, et qui fait les faux devots. Je la 
prends dans un sens plus etendu, et d'autant plus utile 
a votre instruction, que, peut-fetre, malgre vous-mSmes, 
serez-vous obliges d'avouer que c'est un vice qui ne 
vous est que trop commun. Car j'appelle hvpocrite, 
quiconque, sous de specieuses a^parences, a le secret 
de cacher les desor(h*es d'une vie criminelle. Or, en 
ce sens, on ne peut douter que Thypocrisie ne soit 
repandue dans toutes les conditions ; et que parmi les 
mondains, il ne se trouve encore bien plus d'im- 
posteurs et d'hypocrites, que parmi ceux que nous 
nommons devots. En effet, combien dans le monde 
de scelerats travestis en gens d'honneur? Combien 
d'hommes corrumpus et pleins d'iniquite, qui se pro- 
duisent avec tout le faste et toute rostentation de b 
prohibit^ ? Combien de fourbes, insolens a vanter leur 
sincerite? Combien de traitres, habiles a sauverles 
dehors de la fidelite et de Tamitie? Combien de 
sensuelsi esclaves des passions les plus infames, en 
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possession d'affecter la purete des moeurs, et de la 

Sousser jusqu'a la severite ? Combion de femmes 
bertines, fieres sur le chapitre de leur reputation, et 
quoique engagees dans un commerce honteux, ajant 
le talent de s'attirer toute Testime d*une exacte et 
d'une parfaite regularite ? Au contraire, combien de 
justes, faussement accuses et condamnes ? Combien de 
serviteurs de Dieu, par la malignite du siecle, decries 
et calomnies? Combien de devots de bonne foi, trait^s 
d'hypocrites, d'intriguans, et d'interesses ? Combien 
de vraies vertus contestees? Combien de bonnes 
ceuvres censurees? Combien d'intentions droites mal 
expliquees, et combien de saintes actions empoison^s ¥* 
—(Tom. i., p. 531. Ed. 8vo, 1818.) 

Although the other passions are seldom addressed 
by this great orator, yet does he not unfrequently 
appeal to the terrors of his audience, and with the 
greatest effect set before them some unexpected ground 
of alarm. Thus, in his Sermons upon the Universal 
Judgment, he pronounces that the Saviour is to be the 
Judge, for the purpose of rendering it more rigorous 
and dreadful. " II paroit etrange, et il semble d'abord 
que ce soit im paradoxe, de dire que nous devons etre 
juges avec moins d'indulgence, parce que c'est un Dieu 
Sauveur qui nous jugera. Noub comprenons sans peine 
la parole de Saint Paul, ' Qu'il est terrible de tomber 
dans les mains du Dieu vivantT Mais qu*il soit en 

Juelque sorte, plus terrible de tomber dans les mains 
'un Dieu Mediateur, d'un Dieu qui nous a aimes, 
jusqu'a se faire la victime de notre salut ; voil^ ce qui 
nous etonne, et ce qui renverse toutes nos idees. Cette 
verity, neanmoins, est une des plus constantes et des 
plus solidement etablies. Comment? Cost apres 
avoir abuse des merites d'un Dieu Sauveur, et profan^ 
son sang precieux, le pecheur en sera plus criminel ; 
et qu'une bonte negligee, offens^e, outragee, devient le 
sujet de I'indignation la plus vive, et de la plus ardente 
colere. Job disait h Dieu, * Ah I Seigneur y vous etes 
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change pour mm dans un Dieu crueV Funeste 
changement, qu'eprouveront tant de libertins et de 
pecheurs, de la part de ce Dicu-Homme, qu'ils auront 
les uns meconnu en renon9ant k la foi, les autres 
meprise et deshonore par la transgression de la loi! 
Ce qui devait leur donner un acces plus facile aupres 
de lui, et leur faire trouver grace, je veux dire les 
abaissemens, et les trayauz de son humanity, sa pas- 
sion, sa mort, c est par un effet tout contraire, ce qui 
Taigrira, ce qui I'irritera, ce qui lui fera lancer sur 
eux les plus severes arrets, et les anathemes les plus 
foudroyans. — Juge d'autant plus inexorable, qu'il aura 
^te Sauveur plus misericordieux. Aussi est-il remarqu- 
able dans Tecriture, qu'k ce dernier jour, qui sera son 
jour, il nous est represent(^. comme un agneau, mais un 
iigneau en fareur, qui repand de tons cotes la desola- 
tion et TeflFroi. Telle est laffreuse peinture que nous en 
fait le disciple bien aime, Saint Jean, lorsqu'annon9ant 
par avance le dernier jugement de Dieu, dont il avait 
eu une vue anticipee, et le decrivant, il dit que les rois, 
les princes, les potentats de la terre, les conquerans, 
les riches, que tous les hommes, soit libres, soit esclaves, 
saisis d'epouvante, et consternes, allerent se cacher dans 
les cavernes et dans les rochers des montagnes, et qu'ils 
s'ecrierent — 'Montagues et rochers, tombez sur nous 
et derobez-nous a la colere de l* Agneau; car le grand 
jour de sa colere est arrive, et qui pent soutenir ses 
regards?'"— (Tom. xvii., p. 36.) 

We have seen above the extravagances into which 
Bossuet was betrayed in treating of the Mysteries; 
and the sins which he committed, against common 
sense and delicacy, as well as correct taste, in dwelling 
upon their details. Much of this fault was that of the 
age ; but Bourdaloue, his contemporary, is nearly free 
from it — his moderation, his logical head, and his 
chastened taste, keep him above it. When, upon the 
appointed feast of the church, he must preach upon 
the Immaculate Conception, he sets forth the doctrine 
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in a few words; supports it by a reference to St. 
Augustin, who very peremptorily says, that upon this 
point he will not have any question raised (nullam 
prorms Jiaberi voh quoBstionem)^ and to the Council 
of Trent, which, though less dogmatically, excepts the 
Blessed Virgin from its decree touching Original Sin ; 
and then he hastens to draw from the position its 

Sractical inferences in favour of grace, and purity of 
fe, as illustrated by the grace and hfe of Mary. 
(Tom xii., p. 1, et seq.) His three sermons upon the 
Purification are almost equally free from extrava- 
gance and indelicacy; and nearly altogether devoted 
to the practical lesson of obedience, derived, by no 
strained process of reason, from the consideration of 
the Mystery. The third closes with a peculiar applica- 
tion to the monarch in whose presence it was deUvered, 
and whom the preacher will by no means exempt from 
the same duty, though he lavishly praises his Majesty 
for his piet;^, which he seems to represent as something 
gratuitous in so puissant a sovereign. However, as 
Louis was fortunately so very obedient to the Divine 
will, the preacher draws a somewhat novel inference 
from hence, and makes, it should seem, a practical 
application to a quarter, very unexpectedly addressed 
even in a sermon before the King. ** II est, si j'ose le 
dire, de Tint^ret et de Thonneur de Dieu, de maintenir 
votre Majeste dans ce m^me lustre qui lui attire les 
regards du monde entier, puisque plus vous serez 
grand, plus Dieu tirerai de gloire des hommages que 
vous lui rendez I II aura, Sire, dans votre personne 
royal, aussi bien que dans la personne de David, un 
roi selon son coeur, fidele k sa loi, zele pour sa loi, 
protecteur et vengeur de sa loi." (Tom. xii., p. 244.) 
It is only fair to mention, that however Bourdaloue 
may have been occasionally seduced into such absurd 
time-serving conduct, by the influence of the courtly 
atmosphere he moved in, his independence, generally 
speaking, was exemplary. Not only did he, in the 
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most plain and unwelcome language, denounce the 
vices of the age to those who chiefly practised them — 
"frappant" (as Mad. de Sevigne said) "comme un 
sourd, disant des verites k bride abattue — ^parlant k 
tort et k travers, centre Tadultere — sauve qui peut — 
allant toujours son chemin." Not only did he openly, 
and in the King's presence, rebuke men for the very 
conduct notoriously pursued by the King himself; but, 
in private, he risked the monarch's displeasure, by 
being instant with him, in season and out of season, 
upon the most deUcate points of his life and conversa- 
tion. Bossuet, it is true, when transported with the 
heat of controversy, which in him raged uncontrolled, 
had attacked too loudly the mild and amiable Fenelon 
in the king's presence, and was asked by Louis, what 
he would have said, if he had taken Fenelon's part?— 
was carried on by the same hot fit to give his Majesty 
an admirable answer — **I should have roared ten 
times as loud." But this was inferior to Bourdaloue's 
calm and witty rebuke, when the King, bragging that 
he had sent Mad. de Montespan to Clagny, said, " Mon 
Pere, vous devez 6tre content de moi — Elle est a 
Clagny." — " Oui, Sire ; mais Dieu serait plus satisfait, 
si Clagny etait k soixante-dix lieues de Versailles." 

It must not be forgotten, in comparing together 
these two great preachers, that Bourdaloue was the 
first in point of time, and therefore had effected the 
reformation of the eloquence of the French pulpit 
before Massillon began his career. Bossuet, indeed, 
had begun a few years before him ; but his discourses 
are confessedly inferior, and are besides extremely 
imperfect, and, except his panegyrics, rather the 
heads from which he spoke, than complete sermons. 
Hence, .Voltaire calls Bourdaloue the first model of 
good preachers in Europe, by which he plainly means 
the first in point of time, and not of excellence ; for it 
is certain, that he greatly preferred Massillon to all 
others. 
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We should now proceed to the great English models ; 
but the subject is too extensive and too interesting to 
be handled in the close of this paper, and demands a 
separate discussion. It may be proper, howerer, to 
note the great excellence of some, especially in later 
times, as showing that our preachers hare' certainly 
not degenerated ; if, indeed, they have not surpassed 
those of a former age in all that constitutes eloquence. 
No one can call in question the power of Barrow, the 
cogency and originality of whose argumentation, spun 
out though it be, yet never enfeebled by its copiousness, 
is such as might be expected from the profound and 
inventive mathematician, surpassed only by Newton; 
nor are the boldness and the fancy, the endless variety 
and unexpected sallies of Taylor, to be matched by 
other divmes, any more than they are to be ventured 
upon by such as duly regard the severe taste which 
the solemnity of the occasion prescribes ; nor can the 
ingenuity, the subtlety, the brilliancy of South, though 
too exuberant in point, and drawing away the atten- 
tion from the subject to the epigrammatic diction, be 
regarded otherwise than as proofe of the highest order 
of intellect. But eloquence, to produce its effect upon 
the feelings of others, must plainly appear to proceed 
from the feelings of the orator; his feelings must 
occupy them while his words arrest their attention; 
and he fails signally if he does not conceal the art hj 
which his workmanship has been produced. If this is 
true of all oratory, emphatically must it be true of 
his whose vocation is to deliver a message from the 
Deity, and to rouse or persuade a conscience with the 
topics of his revealed Word. Fine-spun reasoning, 
far-fetched illustration, any the least deviation from 
seriousness, anything at all casting a doubt upon 
the earnestness of the speaker, were it only the too 
apparent artifice of his diction, is most anxiously to be 
shunned. 

We shall not give an example of eminently successful 
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oratory, in strict accordance with this rule, from the 
sermons of Dean Eirwan or Augustus Hare, finished 
models as they are, and the former at least unparalleled 
in their effects ; but from Robert Hall's, one of whose 
discourses »is named at the head of this article. The 
two first passages we select because they are upon the 
most trite of Sn subjects, the horrors of war, and yet 
must at once be allowed to treat it in a manner unusual, 
but perfectly natural : — 

" The contemplation of such scenes as these forces 
upon us this awful reflection, that neither the fury 
of wild beasts, the concussions of the earth, nor the 
violence of tempests, are to be compared to the ravages 
of arms; and that nature in her utmost extent, or 
more properly, Divine justice in its utmost severity, 
has supplied no enemy to man so terrible as man/' 
After showing how its effects extend to every pursuit 
and interest concerning nations : — " The plague of a 
widely-extended war possesses, in fact, a sort of omni- 
presence by which it makes itself everywhere felt ; for 
while it gives up myriads to slaughter in one part of 
the globe, it is busily employea in scattering over 
countries exempt from its immediate desolations, the 
seeds of famine, pestilence, and death." — (Sermanr— 
Thanksgiving at the end of the War. June, 1802.) 

After painting in the strongest colours the enormi- 
ties of the French Revolution, when it had degenerated 
into the reign of terror, he proceeds : — 

"When He to whom vengeance belongs, when He whose 
ways are unsearchable, and whose wisdom is inexhaustible, pro- 
ceeded to the execution of this strange work, he drew from his 
treasures a weapon he had never employed before. Resolving 
to make their punishment as signsd as their crimes, he neither 
let loose an inundation of barbarous nations, nor the desolating 
powers of the universe: he neither overwhelmed them with 
earthquakes, nor visited them with pestilence. He summoned 
from amon^ themselves a ferocity more terrible than either; 
a ferocity which, mingling in the struggle for liberty, and bor- 
rowing idd from that very refinement to which it seemed to be 
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opposed, turned every man^s hand against his neighbour, sparing 
no age, nor sex, nor rank, till, satiated with the ruin of great- 
ness, the distresses of innocence, and the tears of beauty, it ter- 
minated its career in the most unrelenting despotism.** 

The conclusion of this sermon is also, very striking : — 

" Happy ^re they whose lives correspond to these benevolent 
intentions; who, looking beyond the transitory distinctions 
which prevail here, and will vanish at the first approach of 
eternity, hoiiour God in his children, and Christ in his image. 
How much, on the contrary, are those to be pitied, in whatever 
sphere they move, who hve to themselves, unmindful of the 
coming of their Lord ! When he shall come and shall not keep 
silence^ lohen a fre shall devour before hiniy and it shall he very 
tempestuous round about him^ everything, it is true, will combine 
to nil them with consternation ; yet methinks neither the voice 
of the archangel, nor the trump of God, nor the dissolution of 
the elements, nor the face of the Judge itself, firom which the 
heavens will flee a^ay, will be so dismaying aud terrible to these 
men as the sight of the poor members of Christ : whom having 
spumed and neglected in the days of their humiliation, they wifi 
then behold with amazement umted to their Lord, covered with 
his glorv, and seated on his throne. How will they be astonished 
to see tnem surrounded with so much majestv I How will they 
cast down their eyes in their presence ! How will they curse 
that gold which will then eat their flesh as with fire, and that 
avarice, that indolence, that voluptuousness, which will entitle 
tiiem to so much misery ! You will then learn that the imita- 
tion of Christ is the only wisdom ; you will then be convinced 
it is better to be endeared to the cottage than admired in the 
palace ; when to have wiped away the tears of the afflicted, and 
inherited the prayers of the widow and the fatherless, shall be 
found a richer patrimony than the favour of princes." 

The last passage which we shall give is the cele- 
brated peroration of the sermon on the breaking out 
of the war, preached at the general fast, 19th October, 
1803. Of this Mr. Pitt expressed the greatest ad- 
miration : — 

" While you have everything to fear from the success of the 
enemy, you have every means of preventing that success, so that 
it is next to impossible for victory not to crown your exertions. 
The extent of your resources, under God, is equal to the justice 
of your cause. But should Providence determine otherwise, 

U 
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should you fall in this struggle, should the nation fall, you wiH 
have the satisfaction (the purest allotted to man) of having per* 
formed your part ; your names will be enrolled with the most 
illustrious dead, while posterity, to the end of time, as often as 
they revolve the events of this period (and they will incessantly 
revolve them), will turn to you a reverential eye, while they 
mourn over the freedom which is entombed in your sepulchre. 
I cannot but ima^ne the virtuous heroes, legislators, and 
patriots, of every age and coimtry, are bending firom their 
elevated seats to witness this contest, as if they were incapable, 
till it be brought to a favourable issue, of enjoying their eternal 
repose. Enjoy that repose, illustrious immortals I Your mantle 
feu when you ascended; and thousands, inflamed with your 
spirit, and impatient to tread in your steps, are ready to swear 
by Him that sttteth upon the throne, and liveih for ever and ever, 
they will protect freedom in her last asylum, and never desert 
that cause which you sustained by your labours, and cemented 
with your blood. And thou, sole Kuler among the children of 
men, to whom the shields of the earth belong, gird on thy swordy 
thou Most Mighty: go forth with our hosts m the day of battle! 
Impart, in addition to their hereditary valour, that confidence 
of success which springs from thy presence ! Pour into their 
hearts the spirit of departed heroes ! Inspire them with thine 
own; and, while led by thine hand, and fighting under thy 
banners, open thou their eyes to behold in every valley and in 
every plain, what the prophet beheld by the same illumination — 
chanots of fire, and horses of fire ! Then shall the strong man 
be as tow, and the maker of it as a spark: and they shall both 
bum together, and none shall quench ihem.^ 
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DISCOURSE ON SCIENCE. 



INTBODUCTION* 



In order fully to ixnderstand the advantages and the 
pleasures which are deriyed from an acquaintance with 
any Science, it is necessary to become accjuainted with 
that Science ; and it would therefore be impossible to 
convey a complete knowledge of the benefits conferred 
by a study of the various Sciences which have hitherto 
been cultivated by philosophers, without teaching all 
the branches of them. But a very distinct idea may 
be given of those benefits, by explaining the nature 
and objects of the different Sciences : it may be shown, 
by examples, how much use and gratification there is 
in learning a part of any one branch of knowledge ; 
and it may thence be inferred, how great reason there 
is to learn the whole. 

It may easily be demonstrated^ that there is an 
advantage in learning, both for the usefulness and the 
pleasure of it. There is something positively agreeable 
to all men, to all at least whose nature is not most 
grovelling and base, in gaining knowledge for its own 
sake. When you see anything for the first time, you 
at once derive some gratification from the sight being 
new; your attention is awakened, and you desire to 
know more about it. If it is a piece of workmanship, 
as an instrument, a machine of any kind, you wish to 
know how it is made ; how it works ; and what use it 
is of. If it is an animal, you desire to know where it 
comes from ; how it lives ; what are its dispositions, 
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and, generally, its nature and habits. Ton feel this 
desire, too, without at all considering that the machine 
or the animal ma^ ever be of the least use to yourself 
practically ; for, m all probability, you may never see 
them again. But you have a curiosity to learn ail 
about them, because they are new and unknown. Tou 
accordingly make inquiries ; you feel a gratification in 
getting answers to your questions, that is, in receiving 
mformation, and in knowing more, — ^in being better 
informed than you were before. If you happen a^ain 
to see the same instrument or animal, you find it 
ag^reeable to recollect having seen it formerly, and to 
think that you know something about it. If you see 
another instrument or animal, in some respects like, 
but differing in other particulars, you find it pleasing 
to compare them together, and to note in what they 
agree, and in what they differ. Now, all this kind of 
gratification is of a pure and disinterested nature, and 
has no reference to any of the common purposes of 
life; yet it is a pleasure— an enjoyment. You are 
nothing the richer for it; you do not gratify your 
palate or any other bodily appetite ; and yet it is so 
pleasing, that you would give something out of your 
pocket to obtain it, and would forego some bodily 
enjoyment for its sake. The pleasure derived from 
Science is exactly of the like nature, or, rather, it is 
the very same. For what has just been spoken of is, 
in fact. Science, which in its most comprehensive sense 
only means Knowledge^ and in its ordinary sense 
means Knowledge reduced to a System; that is, 
arranged in a regular order, so as to be conveniently 
taught, easily remembered, and readily applied. 

The practical uses of any science or branch of know« 
ledge are undoubtedly of uie highest importance ; and 
there is hardly any man who may not gain some positive 
advantage in his worldly wealth and comforts, by in« 
creasing his stock of information. But^ there is also a 
pleasure in seeing the uses to which knowledge may bo 
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d.pplied, wholly independent of the share we ourselyes 
maj have in those practical benefits. It is pleasine to 
examine the nature of a new instrument, or the hwits 
of an unknown animal, without considering whether 
or not they may ever be of use to ourselves or to any- 
body. It is another gratification to extend our in** 
quiries, and find that the instrument or animal is useful 
to man, even although we have no chance of ever 
benefiting by the information: as, to find that the 
natives of some distant country employ the animal in 
travelling ; — ^nay, though we have no desire of bene- 
fiting by the knowledge ; as, for example, to find that 
the instrument is useful in performing some dangerous 
surgical operation. The mere gratification of curiosity; 
the knowing more to-day than we knew yesterday ; 
the understanding clearly what before seemed obscure 
and puzzling ; the contemplation of general truths, and 
the comparing together of different things, — ^is an 
agreeable occupation of the mind ; and, beside the 
present enjoyment, elevates the faculties above low 
pursuits, purifies and refines the passions, and helps 
our reason to assuage their violence. 

It is very true, that the fundamental lessons of philo- 
sophy may to many, at first sight, wear a forbidding 
aspect, because to comprehend tiiem requires an effort 
of the mind somewhat, though certainly not much, 
greater than is wanted for understanding more ordi- 
nary matters; and the most important branches of 
philosophy, those which are of the most general appU- 
cation, are for that very reason the less easily followed, 
and the less entertaining when apprehended, presenting 
as they do few particulars or individual objects to the 
mind. In discoursing of them, moreover, no figures 
will be at present used to assist the imagination ; the 
appeal is made to reason, without help from the senses. 
But be not, therefore, prejudiced against the doctrine, 
that the pleasure of learning the truths which philo- 
sophy unfolds is truly above all price. Lend but a 
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patient attention to the principles explained, and giving 
us credit for stating nothing which has not some prac- 
tical use belonging to it, or some important doctrine 
connected with it, you will soon perceiye the value of 
the lessons you are learning, and begin to interest 
yourselves in comprehending and recollecting them; 
you will find that you have actually learnt something 
of science^ while merely engaged m seeing what its 
end and purpose is ; you will be enabled to calculate 
for yourselves, how far it is worth the trouble of 
acquiring, by examining samples of it ; you will, as it 
were, taste a httle^ to try whether ot not you relish it, 
and ought to seek after more ; you will enable your- 
selves to go on, and enlarge your stock of it \ and 
after having first mastered a very little, yoti will pro- 
ceed so far as to look back with wonder at the distance 
you have reached beyond your earliest acquirements. 

The Sciences may be divided into three great classes: 
those which relate to Number and Quantity — ^those 
which relate to Matte/t — and those which relate to 
Mind. The first are called the Mathematics, and 
teach the property of numbers and of figures; the 
second are called Natural Philosophy , and teach the 
properties of the various bodies which we are ac- 
quainted with by means of our senses ; the third are 
called Intellectual or Moral Philosophy, and teach the 
nature of the mind, of the existence of which we have 
the most perfect evidence in our own reflections ; or, 
in other words, they teach the moral nature of man, 
both as an individual and as a member of society. 
Connected with all the sciences, and subservient to 
them, though not one of their number, is History, or 
the record of facts relating to all kinds of knowledge. 

I. MATHEMATICAL SCIENCB. 

The two great branches of the Mathematics, or the 
two mathematical sciences, are Arithmetic, the science 
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of number, from the Greek word signifying numbery 
and Geometry, the science of figure, from the Greek 
words signifying mecisure of the earth — ^land-measuring 
having first turned men's attention to it. 

When we say that 2 and 2 make 4, we state an 
arithmetical proposition, very simple indeed, but con- 
nected with many others of a more difficult and 
complicated kind. Thus, it is another proposition, 
somewhat less simple, but still very obvious, that 5 
multiplied by 10, and divided by 2, is equal to, or 
make^ the same number with, 100 divided by 4 — ^both 
results being equal to 26. So, to find how many 
farthings there are in £1000, and how many minutes 
in a year, are questions of arithmetic which we learn 
to work by being taught the principles of the science 
one after another, or, as they are commonly called, 
the rules of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 
division. Arithmetic may be said to be the most 
simple, though among the most useful of the sciences ; 
but it teaches only the properties of particular and 
known numbers, and it only enables us to add, sub- 
tract, multiply, and divide those numbers. But suppose 
we wish to add, subtract, multiply, or divide numbers 
which we have not yet ascertained, and in all respects 
to deal with them as if they were known, for the pur- 
pose of arriving at Certain conclusions respecting them, 
and, among other things, of discovering what they 
are ; or, suppose we woiSdd examine properties belong- 
ing to all numbers ; this must be performed by a pecu- 
liar kind of arithmetic, called Universal arithmetic, or 
Algebra.* The common arithmetic, you will presently 
perceive, carries the seeds of this most important 
science in its bosom. Thus, suppose we inquire what 
is the number which multiplied by 5 makes 10 ? This 
is found if we divide 10 by 5, — ^it is 2 ; but suppose 
that, before finding this number 2, and before knowing 

• Algebra, from the Arabic words signifying the reduction offraciionsi 
the Arabs having brought the knowledge of it into Europe. 



Digitized by 



Google 



298 OBJBCTS, ABVAHTAaBS, AIH) 

what it is, we would add it, whateyer it may turn out, 
to some other number; this can only be done by 
putting some mark, such as a letter of the alphabet, to 
stand tor the unknown number, and adding that letter 
as if it were a known number. Thus, suppose we want 
to find two numbers which, added together, make 9, 
and, multiplied by one another, make 20. There are 
many which, added together, make 9 ; as 1 and 8 ; 2 
and 7; 3 and 6; and so on. We haye, therefore, 
occasion to use the second condition, that multiplied by 
one another they should make 20, and to work upon 
this condition before we haye discoyered the particular 
numbers. We must, therefore, suppose the numbers 
to be found, and put letters for them, and by reasoning 
upon those letters, according to both the two conditions 
of adding and multiplying, we find what they must 
each of them be in figures, in order to fulfil or answer 
the conditions. Algebra teaches the rules for conduct- 
ing this reasoning, and obtaining this result successfully; 
and by means of it we are enabled to find out numbers 
which are unknowii, and of which we only know that 
they stand in certain relations to known numbers, or to 
one another. The instance now taken is an easy one; 
and you could, by considering the question a littie, 
answer it readily enough ; that is, by trying different 
numbers, and seeing which suited the conditions ; for 
you plainly see that 5 and 4 are the two numbers 
sought ; but you see this by no certidn or general rule 
applicable to all cases, and therefore you could aeyer 
work more difficult questions in the same way; and 
even questions of a moderate degree of difficulty would 
take an endless number of trials or guesses to answer. 
Thus a shepherd sold his flock for £80 ; and if he had 
sold four sheep more for the same money, he would 
haye receiyed one pound less for each sheep. To find 
out from this, how many the flock consisted of, is a 
yery easy question in algebra, but would require a yast 
many guesses, and a long time to bit upon by conmion 
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arithmetic :* and questions infinitely more difficult can 
easily be solved bj the rules of algebra. In like 
manner, by arithmetic you can tell the properties of 
particular numbers ; as, for instance, that the number 
348 is divided by 3 exactly, so as to leave nothing 
over : but algebra teaches us that it is only one of an 
infinite variety of numbers, all divisible by 3, and any 
one of which you can tell the moment you see it ; for 
they all have the remarkable property, that if you add 
together the figures they consist of, the sum total is 
divisible by 3. You can easily perceive this in any one 
case, as in the number mentioned, for 3 added to 4 and 
that to 8 make 15, which is plainly divisible by 3 ; and 
if you divide 348 by 3, you find the quotient to be 116, 
with nothing over. But this does not at all prove that 
any other number, the sum of whose figures is divisible 
by 3, will itself also be found divisible by 3, as 741 ; 
for you must actually perform the division here, and in 
every other case, before you can know that it leaves 
nothing over. Algebra, on the contrary, both enables 
you to discover such general properties, and to prove 
them in all their generality.! 

By means of this science, and its various applica- 
tions, the most extraordinary calculations may be per- 
formed. We shall give, as an example, the method of 
Logarithms^ which jjroceeds upon this principle. Take 
a set of numbers going on by equal differences ; that 
is to say, the third being as much greater than the 
second, as the second is greater than the first, and the 

• It is 16. 

f Another class of nambers divisible by 8 is discovered in like manner 
by algebra. Every number of 3 places, the fignres (or digits) composing 
which are in arithmetical progression (or rise above each other by equal 
differences), is divisible by 3 : as 123, 789, 857, 159, and so on. The 
same is true of numbers of any amount of places, provided they are com- 
posed of 3, 6, 9, &C., nambers rising above each other by equal differences, 
as 289, 299, 309, or 148, 214, 280, or 307142085345648276198756, 
which number of 24 places is divisible by 3, being composed of 6 numbers 
in a series, whose common difference is 1137. This property, too, is only a 
particular case of a much more general one. 
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common difference being the number jou begin with; 
thus, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and so on, in which the common 
difference is 1 ; then take another set of numbers, such 
that each is equal to twice or three times the one 
before it, or any number of times the one before it, 
but the common multipUer being the number jon 
begin with : thus, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, 64, 128 ; write this 
second set of numbers under the firsts or side by side, 
so that the numbers shall stand opposite to one another, 
thus, 

12 3 4 5 6 7 
2 4 8 16 82 64 128 

you will find, that if you add together any two of the 
upper or first set, and go to the number opposite their 
sum, in the lower or second set, you will have in this 
last set the number arising from multiplying together 
the numbers of the lower set corresponding or oppo- 
site to the numbers added together. Thus, add 2 to 
4, you have 6 in the upper set, opposite to which in 
the lower set is 64, and multiplying the numbers 4 
and 16 opposite to 2 and 4, the product is 64. In like 
manner, if you subtract one of the upper numbers from 
another, and opposite to their difference in the upper 
line, you look to the lower number, it is the quotient 
found from dividing one of the lower numbers by the 
other opposite the subtracted ones. Thus, take 4 from 
6 and 2 remains, opposite to which you have in the 
lower line 4 ; and if you divide 64, the number oppo- 
site to 6, by 16, the number opposite to 4, the quotient 
is 4. The upper set are called the logarithms, of the 
lower set, which are called natural numbers; and 
tables may, with a Uttle trouble, be constructed, giving 
the logarithms of all numbers from 1 to 10,000 and 
more : so that, instead of multiplying or dividing one 
number by another, you have only to add or subtract 
their logarithms, and then you at once find the pro- 
duct or the quotient in the tables. These are made 
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applicable to numbers far higher than any actually in 
them, by a very simple process : so that you may at 
once perceive the prodigious saving of time and labour 
which is thus made. If you had, for instance, to 
multiply 7,543,283 by itself, and that product again 
by the original number, you would have to multiply a 
number of 7 places of figures by an equally krge 
number, and then a number of 14 places of figures by 
one of 7 places, till at last you had a product of 21 
places of figures — a very tedious operation ; but, work- 
mg by logarithms, you would only have to take three 
times the logarithm of the original number, and that 

fives the logarithm of the last product of 21 places of 
gures, without any further multiplication. So much 
for the time and trouble saved, which is still greater 
in questions o^ division ; but by means of logarithms 
many questions can be worked, and of the most 
important kind, which no time or labour would other- 
wise enable us to resolve. 

Geometry teaches the properties of figure, or par- 
ticular portions of space, and distances of points from 
each other. Thus when you see a triangle, or three- 
sided figure, one of whose sides is perpendicular to 
another side, you find, by means of geometrical reason- 
ing respecting this kind of triangle, that if squares be 
drawn on its three sides, the l^ge square upon the 
slanting wde opposite the two perpendiculars, is ex- 
actly equal to the smaller squares upon the perpen- 
^dicmars, taken together ; and this is absolutely true, 
whatever be the size of the triangle, or the proportions 
of its sides to each other. Therefore, you can always 
find the length of any one of the three sides by know- 
ing the lengths of the other two. Suppose one per- 
pendicular side to be 3 feet long, the other 4, and you 
want to know the length of the third side opposite to 
the perpendicular; you have only to find a number 
such, that if, multiplied by itself, it shall be equal to 
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8 tiinea 3, together with 4 times i, that is 25.* (This 
number is 5). 

Now only observe the great adrantage of knowing 
this property of the triangle, or of perpendicular lines. 
If you want to measure a line passing over ground 
which you cannot reach — ^to know, for instance, the 
length of one fidde, covered with water, of a field, or 
the distance of one point on a lake or bay from an- 
other point on the opposite side — you can easily find 
it by measuring two lines perpendicular to one another 
on the dry land, and running through the two points; 
for the line wished to be measured, and which runs 
through the water, is the third side of a perpen- 
dicular-sided triangle, the other two sides of which 
are ascertained. But there are other properties of 
triangles, which enable us to know the length of two 
sides of any triangle, whether it has perpendicular 
sides or not, by measuring one side, and also measur- 
ing the inclinations of the other two sides to this ^de, 
or what is called the two angles made by those sides 
with the measured side. Therefore you can easily 
find the perpendicular line drawn, or supposed to be 
drawn, from the top of a mountain through it to the 
bottom, that is, the height of the mountam ; for you 
can measure a line on level ground, and also the 
inclination of two lines, supposing them drawn in the 
air, and reaching from the two ends of the measured 
line to the mountain's top; and having thus found the 
len^h of the one of those lines next the mountain, andi 
its inclination to the ground, you can at once find the 
perpendicular, though you cannot possibly get near it 
in the same way, by measuring lines and angles on 



* It is ft property of nmnbers, that every niimber whatever, whose htst 
place is either 5 or 0, is, whea multiplied into itself, equal to two otbon 
which are square nnmhers, and divisible by 3 and 4 respectively : — tha, 
46 X 45 r=: 2025 ^ 729 -f 1296, the squares of 27 and 86 ; and 60 x GO 
B 3600 = 1296 -|- 2304, the squares of 36 and 48. 
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the ground, and near, you can find the length of lines 
at a great distance, and which you cannot approach : 
for instance, the length and breiEulth of a field on the 
opposite side of a mie or sea ; the distance of two 
islands ; or the space between ^e tops of two moun- 
tains. 

Again, there are curve^Uned figures as well as 
straight, and geometry teaches the properties of these 
also. The best known of all the curves is the circle, 
or a figure made by drawing a string round one end 
which IS fixed, and marking where its other end 
traces, so that every part of the circle is equallr 
distant from the fixed point or centre. From this 
fundamental property, an infinite variety of others 
follow by steps of reasoning more or less numerous, 
but all necessarily arising one out of another. To 
give an instance ; it is proved by geometrical reasoning, 
that if from the two ends of any diameter of the circle 
you draw two lines to meet in any one point of the 
circle whatever, those lines are perpendicular to each 
other. 

Another property, and a most useful one, is, that 
the sizes, or areas, of all circles whatever, from the 
greatest to the smallest, from the sun to a watch- 
dialplate, are in exact proportion to the squares of 
their distances from the centre ; that is, the squares <^ 
the strings they are drawn with : so that if you draw 
a circle with a string 5 feet long, and another with a 
string 10 feet long, the large circle is four times the 
size of the small one, as far as the space or area 
enclosed is concerned ; the square of 10 or 100 being 
four times the square of 5 or 25. But it is also true, 
that the lengths of the circumferences themselves, the 
number of foet over which the ends of the strings 
move, are in proportion to the lengths of the strings ; 
so that the curve of the large circle is only twice the 
length of the curve of the lesser. 

But the circle is only one of an infinite variety of 
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curves, all having a regular formation and fixed 
properties. The oval or ellipse is, perhaps, next to 
the circle, the most familiar to us, although we more 
frec^uently see another curve, the line formed by the 
motion of bodies thrown forward. When you drop 
a stone, or throw it straight up, it goes in a straight 
line; when you throw it forward, it goes in a curve 
line till it reaches the ground; as you see by the 
figure in which water runs when forced out of a pump, 
or from a fire-pipe ; or from the spout of a kettle or 
teapot. The line it moves in is called a parabola; 
every point of which bears a certain fixed relation to 
a certain point within it, as the circle does to its 
centre. Geometry teaches various properties of this 
curve : for example, if the direction in which the stone 
is thrown, or the bullet fired, or the water spouted, 
be half the perpendicular to the ground, that is, half- 
way between being level with the ground and being 
upright, the curve will come to the ground at a greater 
distance than if any other direction whatever were 
given, with the same force. So that, to make the 
gun carry farthest, or the fire-pipe play to the great- 
est distance, they must be pointed, not, as you might 
suppose, level or point blank, but about half way 
between that direction and the perpendicular. If the 
air did not resist, and so somewhat disturb the cal- 
culation, the direction to ^ive the longest range ought 
to be exactly half perpendicular. 

The oval, or ellipse, is drawn by taking a string of 
any certain length, and fixing, not one end as in 
drawing the circle, but both ends to different points, 
and then carrying a point round inside the string, 
always keeping it stretched as far as possible. It is 
plain, that this figure is as regularly drawn as the 
circle, though it is very different from it; and you 
perceive that every point of its curve must be so 
placed, that the straight lines drawn from it to the 
two points where the string was fixed, are, when added 
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together, always the same; for they make together 
the length of the string. 

Among various properties belonging to this curve, 
in relation to the straight lines drawn within it, is one 
wiich gives rise to the construction of the trammels^ 
or elliptic compasses, used for making figures and 
ornaments of this form ; and also to the construction 
of lathes for turning oval frames, and the like. 

If you wish at once to see these three curves, 
take a pointed sugar-loaf, and cut it anywhere clean 
through in a direction parallel to its base or bottom ; 
the outline or edge of the loaf where it is cut will be a 
circle, K the cut is made so as to slant, and not be 
parallel to the base of the loaf, the outline is an ellipse, 

1)rovided the cut goes quite through the sides of the 
oaf all. round, or is in such a direction that it would 
pass through the sides of the loaf were they extended ; 
but if it goes slanting and parallel to the line of the 
loaf's side, the outline is a parabola ; and if you cut 
in any direction, not through the sides all round, but 
through the sides and base, and not parallel to the line 
of the side, being nearer the perpendicular, the outline 
will be another curve of which we have not yet spoken, 
but which is called an hyperbola. You will see another 
instance of it, if you take two plates of glass, and lay 
them on one another; then put their edge in water, 
holding them upright and pressing them together ; the 
water, which, to make it more plain, jrou may colour 
with a few drops of ink or strong tea, rises to a certain 
height, and its outhne is this curve; which, however 
much it may seem to differ in form from a circle or 
ellipse, is found by mathematicians to resemble them 
very closely in many of its most remarkable properties. 
These are the curve Unes best known and most 
frequently discussed ; but there are an infinite number 
of others all related to straight lines and other curve 
lines by certain fixed rules; for example, the course 
which any point in the circumference of a circle, as a 
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nail in the felly of a wheel rolling along, takes through 
the air, is a curye called the cycloid, which has many 
remarkable properties; and, among others, this, that 
it is, of all Imes possible, the one in which any body, 
not failing perpendicularly, will descend from one point 
to another the most quickly. Another curve often seen 
is that in which a rope or chain hangs when supported 
at both ends : it is called the Catenary, from the Latin 
for chain ; and in this form some arches are built. The 
form of a sail filled with wind is the same curve. 



IL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MATHEMATICAL AND 
PHYSICAL TRUTHS. 

You perceive, if you reflect a little, that the science 
which we have been considering, in both its branches, 
has nothing to do with matter ; that is to say, it does 
not at all depend upon the properties or even upon the 
existence of any bodies or substances whatever. The 
distance of one point or place from another is a straight 
line ; and whatever is proved to be true respecting this 
line, as, for instance, its proportion to other lines of the 
same kind^ and its inclination towards them, what we 
call the angles it makes with them, would be equally 
true whether there were anything in those places, at 
those two points, or not. So if you find the number 
of yards in a square field, by measuring one side, 100 
yards, and then, multiplying that by itself, which 
makes the whole area 10,000 square yards, this is 
equaUy true whatever the field is, whether com, or 
grass, or rock, or water ; it is equally true if the solid 
part, the earth or water, be removed, for then it will 
be a field of air bounded by four walls or hedges ; but 
suppose the walls or hedges were removed, and a mark 
only left at each corner, still it would be true that the 
space enclosed or bounded by the lines supposed to be 
drawn between the four marks, was 10,000 square 
yards in size. But the marks need not be there; you 
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only want them while measuring one side : if they were 
gone, it would be equally true that the lines, supposed 
to be drawn from the pla(^es where the marks had 
been, enclose 10,000 square yards of air. But if there 
were no air, and consequently a mere void, or empty 
space, it would be e^uauy true that this space is of the 
size you had found it to be by measuring the distance 
of one point from another, of one of the space's corners 
or angles from another, and then multiplying that 
distance by itself. In the same way it would be true, 
that, if the space were circular, its size, compared with 
another circtdar space of half its diameter, would be 
four times larger : of one-third its diameter nine times 
larger, and of one-fourth sixteen times, and so on 
always in proportion to the squares of the diameters ; 
and that the length of the circumference, the number 
of feet or yards in the line round the surface, would be 
twice the length of a circle whose diameter was one- 
half, thrice the circumference of one whose diameter 
was one-third, four times the circumference of one 
whose diameter was one-fourth, and so on, in the 
simple proportion of the diameters. Therefore, every 
l)roperty which is proved to belong to figures belongs 
to them without the smallest reUition to bo(Ues or 
matter 6f any kind, although we are accustomed only 
to see figures in connexion with bodies ; but all those 
properties would be equally true if no such thing as 
matter or bodies existed ; and the same may be said 
of the properties of number, the other great branch of 
the mathematics. When we speak of twice two, and 
say it makes four, we affirm this without thinking of 
two horses, or two balls, or two trees ; but we assert it 
concerning two of anything and everything equally. 
Nay, this branch of mathematics may be said to apply 
still more extensively than even the other ; for it has 
no relation to space, which geometry has ; and, there- 
fore, it is applicable to cases where figure and size are 
wholly out of the question. Thus you can speak of 
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two dreams, or two ideas, or two minds, and can 
calculate respecting them just as you would respecting 
so many bodies ; and the properties you find belonging 
to numbers, will belong to those numbers when applied 
to things that have no outward or visible or perceivable 
existence, and cannot even be said to be in any par- 
ticular place, just as much as the same numbers applied 
to actual bodies which may be seen and touched. 

It is quite otherwise with the science which we are 
now going to consider. Natural Philosophy. This 
teaches the nature and properties of actually existing 
substances, their motions, tneir connexions with each 
other, and their influence on one another. It is some- 
times also called Physics, from the Greek word signify- 
ing Nature, though that word is more frequenSy, in 
common speech, confined to one particular branch of 
the science, that which treats of the bodily health. 

We have mentioned one distinction between Mathe- 
matics and Natural Philosophy, that the former does 
not depend on the nature and existence of bodies, 
which the latter entirely does. Another distinction, 
and one closely connected with this, is, that the truths 
which Mathematics teach are necessarily such, — ^they 
are truths of themselves, and wholly independent of 
facts and experiments, — they depend only upon reason- 
ing ; and it is utterly impossible they should be other- 
wise than true. This is the case with all the properties 
which we find belong to numbers and to figures — 2 
and 2 must of necessity, and through all time, and in 
every place, be equal to 4 : those numbers must neces- 
sarily be always divisible by 3, without leaving any 
remainder over, which have the sums of the figures 
they consist of divisible by 3 ; and circles must neces- 
sarily, and for ever and ever, be to one another in the 
exact proportion of the squares of their diameters. It 
cannot be otherwise; we cannot conceive it in our 
minds to be otherwise. No man can in his own mind 
suppose to himself that 2 and 2 should ever be more 
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or less than 4 ; it would be an utter impossibility — a 
contradiction in the very ideas ; and if stated in words, 
those words would have no sense. The other pro- 
perties of number, though not so plain at first sight as 
this, are proved to be true by reasoning, every one 
step of which follows from the step immediately before, 
as a matter of course, and so clearly and unavoidably, 
that it cannot be supposed, or even imagined, to be 
otherwise ; the mind has no means of fancying how it 
could be otherwise : the final conclusion, from all the 
steps of the reasoning or demonstration, as it is called, 
follows in the same way from the last of the steps, and 
is therefore just as evidently and necessarily true as 
the first step, which is always something self-evident ; 
for instance, that 2 and 2 make 4, or that the whole is 
greater than any of its parts, but equal to all its parts 
put together. It is through this kind of reasoning, 
step by step, from the most plain and evident things, 
that we arrive at the knowledge of other things which 
seem at first not true, or at least not generally true ; 
but when we do arrive at them, we perceive that they 
are just as true, and for the same reasons, as the first 
and most obvious matters ; that their truth is absolute 
and necessary, and that it would be as absurd and self- 
contradictory to suppose they ever could, under any 
circumstances, be not true, as to suppose that 2 added 
to 2 could ever make 3, or 5, or 100, or anything but 
4 ; or, which is the same thing, that 4 should ever be 
equal to 3, or 5, or 100, or anything but 4. To find 
out these reasonings, to pursue them to their con- 
sequences, and thereby to discover the truths which 
are not immediately evident, is what science teaches 
us: but when the truth is once discovered, it is as 
certain and plain by the reasoning, as the first truths 
themselves from which all the reasoning takes its rise, 
on which it all depends, and which require no proof, 
because they are self-evident at once, and nrast be 
assented to the instant they are understood. 
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But it is quite different with the truths which Natural 
Philosophy teaches. All these depend upon matter of 
fact ; and that is learnt by observation and experiment, 
and neyer could be discovered bv reasoning at all. If 
a man were shut up in a room with pen, ink, and paper, 
he might by thinking discover any of the truths in 
arithmetic, algebra, or geometry ; it is possible at 
least ; there would be nothing absolutely impossible in 
his discovering all that is now known of these sciences; 
and if his memory were as good as we are supposmg 
his judgment and conception to be, he might discover 
it all without pen, ink, and paper, and in a dark room. 
But we cannot discover a single one of the fundamental 
properties of matter without observing what goes on 
around us, and trying experiments upon the nature and 
motion of bodies. Thus, the man whom we have sup- 
posed shut up, could not possibly find out beyond one 
or two of the very first properties of matter, and those 
only in a very few cases ; so that he could not tell if 
these were general properties of all matter or not 
He could tell that the objects he touched in the dark 
were hard and resisted ms touch ; that they were ex- 
tended and were solid : that is, that they had three 
dimensions, length, breadth, and thickness. He might 
guess that other things existed besides those he felt, and 
that those other things resembled what he felt in these 
properties ; but he could know nothing for certain, and 
could not even conjecture much beyond this very 
limited number of qualities. He must remain utterly 
ignorant of what really exists in nature, and of what 
properties matter in general has. These properties, 
therefore, we learn by experience ; they are such as 
we know bodies to have ; they happen to have them— 
they are so formed by Divine Providence to have them 
— ^but they might have been otherwise formed; the 
great Author of Nature might have thought fit to make 
all bodies different in every respect. We see that a 
stone dropped from our hand falls to the ground ; this 
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is a fact which we can only know by experience ; 
before obserying it, we could not have guessed it, and 
it is quite conceivahle that it should be otherwise : for 
instance, that when we remoye our hand from the 
body it should stand still in the air ; or fly upward, or 
go forward, or backward, or sideways ; there is nothing 
at all absurd, contradictory, or inconceiyable in any of 
these suppositions ; there is nothing imposrible in any 
of them, as there would be in supposing the stone equal 
to half of itself, or double of itself; or both falling 
down and rising upwards at once; or going to the 
right and to the left at one and the same time. Our 
only reason for not at once thinking it quite conceiy- 
able that the stone should stand still in the air, or fly 
upwards, is, that we haye neyer seen it do so, and haye 
become accustomed to see it do otherwise. But for 
that, we should at once think it as natural that the 
stone should fly upwards or stand still, as that it should 
fall down. But no degree of reflection for any length 
of time could accustom us to think 2 and 2 equal to 
anything but 4, or to belieye the whole of anything 
equal to a part of itself. 

After we haye once, by obseryation or experiment, 
ascertained certain things to exist in fact, we may then 
reason upon them by means of the mathematics ; that 
is, we may apply mathematics to our experimental 
philosophy, and then such reasoning becomes abso- 
lutely certain, taking the fundamental facts for granted. 
Thus, if we find that a stone falls in one direction when 
dropped, and we further obserye the pecuhar way in 
which it fails, that is, quicker and quicker eyery instant 
till it reaches the ground, we learn the rule or the 
proportion by which the quickness goes on increasing ; 
and we further find, that if the same stone is pushed 
forward on a table, it moyes in the direction of the 
push, till it is either stopped by something, or comes 
to a pause by rubbing against the table and being 
hindered by the air. These are facts which we learn 
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by observing and trying, and they might all have been 
different if matter and motion had been otherwise con- 
stituted ; but supposing them to be as they are, and as 
we find them, we can, by reasoning mathematically 
from them, find out many most curious and important 
truths depending upon those facts, and depending upon 
them not accidentally, but of necessity. For example, 
we can find in what course the stone will move, if, 
instead of being dropped to the ground, it is thrown 
forward : it will go in the curve already mentioned, the 
parabola, somewhat altered by the resistance of the 
air, and it will run through that curve in a peculiar 
way, so that there will always be a certain proportion 
between the time it takes and the space it moves 
through, and the time it would have taken, and the 
space it would have moved through, had it dropped 
from the hand in a straight line to the ground. So 
we can prove, in Uke manner, what we before stated of 
the relation between the distance at which it will come 
to the ground, and the direction it is thrown in ; the 
distance being greatest of all when the (Erection is half- 
way between the level or horizontal and the upright or 
perpendicular. These are mathematical truths, derived 
by mathematical reasoning upon physical grounds; 
that is, upon matter of fact found to exist by actual 
observation and experiment. The result, therefore, is 
necessarily true, and proved to be so by reasoning 
only, provided we have once ascertained the facts ; but 
taken altogether, the result depends partly on the facts 
learned by experiment or experience, partly on the 
reasoning from these facts. Thus it is found to be true 
by reasoning, and necessarily true, that if the stone 
falls in a certain way when unsupported, it must, when 
thrown forward, go in the curve called a parabola, 
provided there be no air to resist : this is a necessary 
or mathematical truth, and it cannot possibly be other- 
wise. But when we state the matter without any sup- 
position, — ^without any " if^' — ^and say, a stone tnrown 
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forward goes in a curve called a parabola, we state a 
truth, partly fact, and partly drawn from reasoning on 
the fact; and it might be otherwise if the nature of 
things were different. It is called a proposition or 
truth in Natural Philosophy ; and as it is discovered 
and proved by mathematical reasoning upon facts in 
nature, it is sometimes called a proposition or truth in 
the Mixed Mathematics, so named in contradistinction 
to the Pure Mathematics, which are employed in 
reasoning upon figures and numbers. The man in the 
dark room could never discover this truth unless he 
had been first informed, by those who had observed 
the fact, in what way the stone falls when unsupported, 
and moves along the table when pushed. These things 
he never could have found out by reasoning : they are 
facts, and he could only reason from them after learn- 
ing them by his own experience, or taking them on the 
credit of other people's experience. But having once 
so learnt them, he could discover by reasoning merely, 
and with as much certamty as if he Uved in daylight, 
and saw and felt the moving body, that the motion is a 
parabola, and governed by certain rules. As experi- 
ment and observation are the great sources of our 
knowledge of Nature, and as the judicious and careful 
making of experiments is the only way by which her 
secrets can be known, Natural and Experimental Philo- 
sophy mean one and the same thing; mathematical 
reasoning being applied to certain branches of it, parti- 
cularly those which relate to motion and pressure. 

m. NATURAL OR EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCE. 

Natural Philosophy, in its most extensive sense, has 
for its province the investigation of the laws of matter ; 
that is, the properties and the motions of matter ; and 
it may be divided into two great branches. The first 
and most important (which is sometimes, on that 
account, called Natural Philosophy by way of dis- 



Digitized by 



Google 



314 OBJECTS, ADYANTAGB8, A17D 

tinction, but more properly Mechanical Philosophy) 
investigates the sensible motions of bodies. The second 
investigates the constitution and qualities of all bodies, 
and has various names, according to its different objects. 
It is called Chemistry^ if it teaches the properties of 
bodies with respect to heat, mixture with one another, 
weight, taste, appearance, and so forth ; Anatomy and 
Animal Physiology (from the Greek word signifying 
to speak of the nature of anjjrthing), if it teadies the 
structure and functions of living bodies, especially the 
human ; for, when it shows those of other animals, we 
term it Comparative Anatomy; Medicine, if it teaches 
the nature of diseases, and the means of preventing 
them and of restoring health; Zoology (from the Greek 
words signifying to speak of animals), if it teaches the 
arrangement or classification and the habits of the dif- 
ferent lower animals; Botany (from the Greek word 
for herbage), including Vegetable Physiology, if it 
teaches the arrangement or classification, the structure 
and habits of plants ; Mineralogy, including Geology 
(from the Greek words meaning to speak of the earth), 
if it teaches the arrangement of minerals, the structure 
of the masses in which they are found, and of the earth 
composed of those masses. The term Natural History 
is ^ven to the three last branches taken together, but 
chiefly as far as they teach the classification of different 
things, or the observation of the resemblances and dif- 
ferences of the various animals, plants, and inanimate 
and un^owing substances in nature. 

But nere we make two general observations. The 
first is, that every such distribution of the sciences is 
necessarily imperfect; for one runs unavoidably into 
another. Thus, Chemistry shows the qualities of 
plants with relation to other substances, and to each 
other; and Botany does not overlook those same 
qualities, though its chief object be arrangement So 
Mineralogy, though principally conversant with classi- 
fying metals and earths, yet regards also their qualities 
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in respect of heat and mixture. So, too, Zoology, 
beside arranging animals, describes their structures, 
like Comparative Anatomy. In truth, all arrangement 
and classifying depends upon noting the things in which 
the objects agree and differ ; and among those things, 
in which animals, plants, and minerals agree, or differ, 
must be considered the anatomical qualities of the one 
and the chemical qualities of the other. From hence, 
in a great measure, follows the second observation, 
namely, that the sciences mutually assist each other. 
We have seen how Arithmetic and Algebra aid 
Geometry, and how both the purely Mathematical 
Sciences aid Mechanical Philosophy. Mechanical Phi- 
losophy, in like manner, assists, though, in the present 
state of our knowledge, not very considerably, both 
Chemistry and Anatomy, especially the latter; and 
Chemistry very ereatlv assists both Physiology, Medi- 
cine, and all the brancnes of Natural History. 

The first great head, then, of Natural Science, is 
Mechanical Philosophy ; and it consists of various sub- 
divisions, each forming a science of great importance. 
The most essential of these, and which is indeed fun- 
damental, and applicable to all the rest, is called 
Dynamics, from the Greek word signifying power 
or force, and it teaches the laws of motion in all its 
varieties. The case of the stone thrown forward, 
which we have akeady mentioned more than once, is 
an example. Another, of a more general nature, but 
more difficult to trace, far more important in its con- 
sequences, and of which, indeed, the former is only 
one particular case, relates to the motions of all bodies, 
which are attracted (or influenced, or drawn) by any 
power towards a certain point, while they are, at the 
same time, driven forward, by some push given to them 
at first, and forcing them onwards, at the same time 
that they are drawn towards the point. The line in 
which a body moves while so drawn and so driven, 
depends upon the force it is pushed with, the direction 
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it is pushed in, and the kind of power that draws it 
towards the point ; but at present, we are chiefly to 
regard the latter circumstance, the attraction towards 
the point. If this attraction be uniform, that is, the 
same at all distances from the point, the body will 
move in a circle, if one direction be given to the 
forward push. The case with which we are best 
acquainted is when the force decreases as the squares 
of the distances, from the centre or point of attraction, 
increase ; that is, when the force is four times less at 
twice the distance, nine times less at thrice the dis- 
tance, sixteen times less at four times the distance, 
and so on. A force of this kind acting on the 
body, will make it move in an oval, a parabola, or an 
hyperbola, according to the amount or direction of 
the impulse, or forward push, originally given; and 
there is one proportion of that force, which, if directed 
perpendicularly to the line in which the central force 
draws the body, will make it move round in a circle, 
as if it were a stone tied to a string and whirled round 
the hand. The most usual proportions in nature, are 
those which determine bodies to move in an oval or 
ellipse, the curve described by means of a cord fixed 
at both ends, in the way already explained. In this 
case, the point of attraction, the point towards which 
the l3ody is drawn, will be nearer one end of the ellipse 
than the other, and the time the body will take to go 
round, compared with the time any other body would 
take, moving at a different distance from the same 
point of attraction, but drawn towards that point with 
a force which bears the same proportion to the dis- 
tance, will bear a certain proportion, discovered by 
mathematicians, to the average distances of the two 
bodies from the point of common attraction. If you 
multiply the numbers expressing the times of going 
round, each by itself, the products will be to one 
another in the proportion of the average distances 
multiplied each by itself, and that product again by 
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the distance. Thus, if one body take two hours, and 
is five yards distant, the other, being ten yards off, 
will take something less than five hours and forty 
minutes.* 

Now, this is one of the most important truths in 
the whole compass of science ; for it does so happen, 
that the force with which bodies fall towards the 
earth, or what is called their gravity, the power that 
draws or attracts them towards the earth, varies with 
the distance from the Earth's centre, exactly in the 
proportion of the squares, lessening as the distance 
mcreases: at two diameters from the Earth's centre, 
it is four times less than at one ; at three diameters, 
nine times less ; and so forth. It goes on lessening, 
but never is destroyed, even at the greatest distances 
to which we can reach by our observations, and there 
can be no doubt of its extending indefinitely beyond. 
But, by astronomical observations made upon the 
motion of the heavenly bodies, upon that of the Moon 
for instance, it is proved that her movement is slower 
and quicker, at different parts of her force, in the same 
manner as a body's motion on the earth would be 
slower and quicker, according to its distance from the 
point it was drawn towards, provided it was drawn by 
a force acting in the proportion to the squares of the 
distance, which we have frequently mentioned; and 
the proportion of the time to the distance is also 
observed to agree with the rule above referred to. 
Therefore, she is shown to be attracted towards the 
Earth by a force that varies according to the same 
proportion in which gravity varies ; and she must con- 
sequently move in an ellipse round the Earth, which 
is placed in a point nearer the one end than the 
other of that ciu*ve. In like manner, it is shown that 
the Earth moves round the Sun in the same curve 

• This is expressed mathematically by saying, that the squares of the 
times are as the cubes of the distances. Mathematical language is not 
only the simplest and most easily understood of any, but the shortest also. 
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line, and is drawn towards the Son by a similar force ; 
and that all the other planets in their courses, at 
various distances, follow the same rule, moving in 
ellipses, and drawn towards the Sun by the same kind 
of power. Three of them have moons like the Earth, 
only more numerous, for Jupiter has four, Saturn 
seven, and Herscbel six, so very distant, that we 
cannot see them without the help of glasses ; but aU 
those moons move round their principal planets, as 
ours does round the Earth, in ovals or ellipses; while 
the planets, with their moons, move in their ovals 
rouna the Sun, like our own Earth with its moon. 

But this power, which draws them all towards the 
Sun, and regulates their path and their motion round 
him, and which draws the moons towards the principal 
planets, and regulates their motion and path round 
those planets, is the same with the gravity by which 
bodies fall towards the earth, being attracted bv it. 
Therefore, the whole of the heaven^ bodies are kept 
in their places, and wheel round the Sun, by the same 
influence or power that makes a stone fall to the 
ground. 

It is usual to call the Sun, and the planets which 
with their moons move round him (eleven in number, 
including the four lately discovered, and the one dis- 
covered by Herschel), the Solar System, because they 
are a class of the heavenly bodies far apart from the 
innumerable fixed stars, and so near each other as to 
exert a perceptible influence on one another, and thus 
to be connected together. 

The Comets belong to the same system, according 
to this manner of viewing the subject. They are 
bodies which move in elliptical paths, but far longer 
and narrower than the curves in which the earth and 
the other planets and their moons roll. Our curves 
are not much less round than circles ; the paths of 
the comets are long and narrow, so as, in many places, 
to be more nearly straight lines than drcles. They 
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differ from the planets and their moons in another 
respect ; they do not depend on the sun for the light 
they give, as our moon plainly does, being dark when 
the earth comes between her and the sun ; and as the 
other planets do, those of them that are nearer the 
sun than we are, being dark when they come between 
us and him, appearing to pass across his surface. But 
the comets give light sdways of themselves, being 
apparently vast bo£es heated red-hot by coming in 
their course far nearer the sun than the nearest of 
the planets ever do. Their motion, when near the 
sun, is much more rapid than that of the planets; 
they both approach him much nearer, retreat from 
him to much greater distances, and take much longer 
time in going round him than any of the planets do. 
Yet even these comets are subject to the same great 
law of gravitation which regulates the motions of the 
planets. Their year, the tune they take to revolve, 
IS in some cases 75, in others 136, in others 300 
of our years; their distance is a hundred times our 
distance when farthest off, and not a hundred and 
sixtieth of our distance when nearest the sun ; their 
swiftest motion is above twelve times swifter than ours, 
although ours is a hundred and forty times swifter 
than a cannon ball's ; yet their path is a curve of the 
same kind with ours, tnough longer and flatter, differ- 
ing in its formation only as one oval differs from 
another by the string you draw it with having the 
ends fixed at two points more distant from each other : 
consequently the sun, being in one of those points, is 
much nearer the end of the path the comet moves 
in, than he is near the end of our path. Their motion, 
too, follows the same rule, being swifter the nearer 
the sun: the attraction of the sun for them varies 
according to the squares of the distances, being four 
times less at twice the distance, nine times less at 
thrice, and so on; and the proportion between the 
times of revolving and the distances is exactly the 
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same, in the case of those remote bodies, as in that 
of the moon and the earth. One law prevails over 
all, and regulates their motions as well as our own ; 
it is the gravity of the comets towards the sun, and 
they, like our own earth and moon, wheel round him 
in boundless space, drawn by the same force, acting 
by the same rule, which makes a stone fall when 
dropped from the hand. 

The more full and accurate our observations are 
upon those heavenly bodies, the better we find all 
their motions agreeing with this great doctrine; al- 
though, no doubt, many things are to be taken into 
the account besides the force that draws them to the 
different centres. Thus, while the moon is drawn by 
the earth, and the earth by the sun, the moon is 
also drawn directly by the sun; and while Jupiter 
is drawn by the sun, so are his moons; and both 
Jupiter and his moons are drawn by Saturn: nay, 
as this power of gravitation is quite universal, and 
as no body can attract or draw another without 
being itself drawn by that other, the earth is drawn 
by the moon, while the moon is drawn by the 
earth ; and the sun is attracted by the planets which 
he draws towards himself. These mutual attractions 
give rise to many deviations from the simple line of 
the ellipse, and produce many irregularities in the 
simple calculatioii of the times and motions of the 
bodies that compose the system of the universe. But 
the extraordinary powers of investigation applied to 
the subject by the modern improvements in mathe- 
matics, have enabled us at length to reduce even the 
greatest of the irregularities to order and system; 
and to unfold one of the most wonderful truths in 
all sciences, namely, that by certain necessary con- 
sequence of the simple fact upon which the whole 
fabric rests, the proportion of the attractive force to 
the distances at which it operates, — ^all the irregu- 
larities which at first seemed to disturb the order of 
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the system, and to make the appearances depart from 
the doctrine, are themselves subject to a certain fixed 
rule, and can never go beyond a particular point, but 
must begin to lessen when they have slowly reached 
that point, and must then lessen until they reach 
another point, when they begin again to increase; 
and so on, for ever. Nay, so perfect is the arrange- 
ment of the whole system, and so accurately does it 
depend upon mathematical principles, that irregu- 
larities, or rather apparent deviations, have been dis- 
covered by mathematical reasoning before astronomers 
had observed them, and then their existence has been 
ascertained by observation, and found to agree pre- 
cisely with the results of calculation.* Thus, the 
planets move in ovals, from gravity, the power that 
attracts them towards the sun, combined with the 
original impulse they received forwards ; and the 
disturbing forces are continually varying the course 
of the curves or ovals, making them oulge out in the 
middle, as it were, on the sides, though in a very 
small proportion to the whole length of the eUipse. 
The oval thus bulging, its breadth increases by a very 
small quantity yearly and daily; and after a certain 
large number of years, the bulging becomes as great 
as it ever can be : then the alteration takes a contrary 
direction, and the curve gradually flattens as it had 
bulged; till, in the same niunber of years which it 

* The application of mathematics to chemistry has already produced a 
great change in that sdenoe, and is calculated to produce still greater 
improvements. It may be almost certainly reckoned upon as the source 
of new discoveries^ made by induction after the mathematical reasoning 
has given the suggestion. The learned reader will perceive that we 
allude to the beautiful doctrine of D^idte or Multiple Proportions. To 
take an example : the probability of an oxide of arsenic being discovered 
IB impressed upon us, by the composition of arsenious and arsenic adds, 
in which the oxygen is as 2 to 3 ; and therefore we may expect to find 
a compound of the same base, with the oxygen as unity. The extra- 
ordinary action of chlorine and its compounds on light leads us to expect 
some further discovery respecting its composition, perhaps respecting the 
matter of light 

Y 
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took to bulge, it becomes as flat as it ever can be, 
and then it begins to bulge ag^ain, and so on for ever. 
And so, too, of eyery other Ssturbance and irregu- 
larity in the system : what at first appears to be some 
departure from the rule, when more fully examined, 
turns out to be only a consequence of it, or the result 
of a more general arrangement springing from the 
principle of gravitation ; an arrangement of which the 
rule itself, and the apparent or supposed exception, 
both form parts. 

The power of gravitation, which thus regulates the 
whole system of the universe, is found to rule each 
member or branch of it separately. Thus, it is demon- 
strated that the tides of the ocean are caused by the 
gravitation which attracts the water towards the sun 
and moon ; and the figure both of our earth and of 
such of the other boches as have a spinning motion 
round their axis, is determined by gravitation com- 
bined with that motion : they are all flattened towards 
the ends of the axis they spin upon, and bulge out 
towards the middle. 

The great discoverer of the principle on which all 
these truths rest. Sir Isaac Newton, certainly by far 
the most extraordinary man that ever lived, concluded 
by reasoning upon the nature of motion and matter, 
that this flattemng must take place in our globe ; every 
one before his time had beUeved the earth to be a 
perfect sphere or globe, chiefly from observing the 
round shadow which it casts on the moon in eclipses ; 
and it was many years after his death that the accu- 
racy of his opinion was proved by measurements on the 
earth's surface, and by the different weight and attrac- 
tion of bodies at the equator, where it bulges, and at 
the poles, where it is flattened. The improvement of 
telescopes has enabled us to ascertain the same fact 
with respect to the planets Jupiter and Saturn. 

Besides unfolding the general laws which regulate 
the motions and figures of the heavenly bodies forming 
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our Solar System, Astronomy consists in calculations 
of .the places, times, and eclipses of those bodies, and 
their moons or satellites (from a Latin word signify- 
ing an attendant), and in observations of the Fixed 
Stars, which are innumerable assemblages of bodies, 
not moving round the Sun as our Earth and the 
other planets do, nor receiving the light they shine 
with from his light; but, shining, as the Sun and 
the Comets do, with a light of their own, and placed, 
to all appearance, immovable, at immense distances 
from our world, that is, from our Solar System. Each 
of them is probably the sun of some other system like 
our own, composed of planets and their moons or 
satellites ; but so extremely distant from us, that they 
all are seen by us like one point of faint Ught, as you 
see two lamps placed a few inches asunder, only like 
one, when you view them a great way off. The 
number of the Fixed Stars is prodigious : even to the 
naked eye they are very numerous, about 3000 being 
thus visible ; but when the heavens are viewed through 
the telescope, stars become visible in numbers whoSy 
incalculable : 2000 are discovered in one of the small 
collections of a few visible stars called Constellations; 
nay, what appears to the naked eye only a light cloud, 
as the Milky Way, when viewed through the telescope, 
proves to be an assemblage of innumerable Fixed Stars, 
each of them in all likelihood a sun and a system like 
the rest, though at an immeasurable distance from ours. 
The size, and motions, and distances of the heavenly 
bodies are such as to exceed the power of ordinary 
imagination, from any comparison with the smaller 
things we see around us. The Earth's diameter is 
nearly 8000 miles in length; but the Sun's is above 
880,000 miles, and the bulk of the Sun is above 
1,300,000 times greater than that of the Earth. The 
planet Jupiter, which looks like a mere speck, from his 
vast distance, is nearly 1300 times larger than the 
Earth. Our distance from the Sun is above 95 
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millions of miles; but Japiter is 490 millions, and 
Saturn 900 millions of miles distant from the Sun. 
The rate at which the Earth moves round the Sun is 
68,000 miles an hour, or 140 times swifter than the 
motion of a cannon-^ball ; and the planet Mercury, the 
nearest to the Sun, moves still quicker, nearly 110,000 
miles an hour. We, upon the Earth's surface, besides 
bein^ carried round the Sun, move round the Earth's 
axis by the rotatory or spinning motion which it has; 
so that every 24 hours we move in this manner near 
24,000 miles, beside moving round the Sun above 
1,600,000 miles. These motions and distances, how- 
ever, prodigious as they are, seem as nothing compared 
to those of the comets, one of which, when farthest 
from the Sun, is 11,200 millions of miles from him; 
and, when nearest the Sun, flies at the amazing rate of 
880,000 miles an hour. Su- Isaac Newton calculated 
its heat at 2000 times that of red-hot iron ; and that 
it would take thousands of years to oool. But the 
distance of the Fixed Stars is yet more vast: they 
have been supposed to be 400,000 times farther from 
us than we are from the Sun, that is, 38 millions of 
millions of miles ; so that a cannon-ball would take 
nearly nine millions of years to reach one of them, 
supposing there was nothing to hinder it from pur- 
suing its course thither. As light takes about eight 
minutes and a quarter to reach us from the Sun, 
it would be above six years in coming from one of 
those stars; but the calculations of later astrono- 
mers prove some stars to be so far distant, that their 
light must take centuries before it can reach us ; so 
that every particle of light which enters our eyes left 
the star it comes from three or four hundrea years 



Astronomers have, by means of their excellent 
glasses, aided by Geometry and calculations, been able 
to observe not only stars, planets, and their satellites, 
invisible to the naked eye, but to measure the height 
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of mountains in the Moon, by obsenrations of the 
shadows which thoise eminences cast on her surface; 
and they have discovered volcanoes, or burning moun* 
tains, in the same body. 

The tables, which they have by the Uke means 
been enabled to form of the heaveiJy motions, are of 

freat use in navigation. By naeans of the eclipses of 
upiter's sateUites, and by the tables of the Moon's 
motions, we can ascertaia the position of a ship at 
sea ; for the observation of the Sun's height at mid- 
day gives the IcUitude of the place, that is, its distance 
from the equinoctial or equator, the line passing 
through the middle of the Earth's surface equally 
distant from both poles; and these tables, with the 
observations of the satellites, or moons, give the dis- 
tance east and west of the observatory for which 
the tables are calculated-— called the longitude of the 
place: consequently the mariner can thus tell nearly 
m what part of the ocean he is, how far he has sailed 
from his port of departure, and how far he must sa^, 
and in what direction, to gain the port of his destination. 
The advantage of this knowledge is therefore manifest 
in the common affairs of life ; but it sinks into insigni- 
ficance compared with the vast extent of those views 
which the contemplations of the science afford, of 
numberless worlds filling the immensity of space, and 
all kept in their places, and adjusted in their prodi- 
gious motions by the same simple principle, under the 
guidance of an all-wise and all-powerful Creator. 

We have been considering the application of Dyna- 
mics to the motions of the heavenly bodies, which forms 
the science of Physical Astronomy, The application 
of Dynamics to the calculation, production, and direc- 
tion of motion, forms the science of Meehamos, some- 
times called Practical Mechanics, to distinguish it 
from the more general use of the word, which compre- 
hends everything that relates to motion and force. 
The fundamental principle of the science, upon which 
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it mainly depends, flows immediately from a property 
of the circle already mentioned, and which, perhaps, 
appeared at the moment of little value, — that the 
lengths of circles are in proportion to their diameters. 
Observe how upon this simple truth nearly the whole 
of those contrivances are built by which the power of 
man is increased as far as solid matter assists him in 
extending it ; and nearly the whole of those doctrines, 
too, by which he is enabled to explain the voluntary 
motions of animals, as far as these depend upon their 
own bodies. There can be nothing more instructive in 
showing the importance and fruitfulness of scientific 
truths, however trivial and forbidding they may at 
first sight appear. For it is an immediate consequence 
of this property of the circle, that if a rod of iron, or 
beam of wood, or any other solid material, be placed 
on a point, or pivot, so that it may move as the arms 
of a balance do round its centre, or a see-saw board 
does round its prop, the two ends will go through parte 
of circles, each proportioned to that arm of the beam 
to which it belongs : the two circles will be equal if the 
pivot is in the centre or middle point of the beam ; but 
if it is nearer one end than the other, say three times, 
that end will go through a circular space, or arch, 
three times shorter than the circular space the other 
end goes through in the same time. If, then, the end 
of the long beam goes through three times the space, 
it must move with three times the swiftness of the 
short beam's end, since both move in the same time; 
and therefore any force applied to the long end must 
overcome the resistance of three times that force ap- 
pUed at the opposite end, since the two ends move in 
contrary directions; hence one pound placed at the 
long end would balance three placed at the short end. 
The beam we have been supposing is called a Leoery 
and the same rule must evidently hold for all propor- 
tions of the lengths of its arms. K, then, the lever be 
seventeen feet long, and the pivot, or fulcrum (as it is 
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called, from a Latin word signifying support), be a foot 
from one end, an ounce placed on the other end will 
balance a pound placed on the near end ; and the least 
additional weight, or the slightest push or pressure on 
the far end, so loaded, will make the pound weight on 
the other move upwards. K, instead of an ounce, we 
place upon the end of the long arm the short arm of a 
second beam or lever supported by a fulcrum, one foot 
from it, and then place the long arm of this second 
lever upon the short arm of a third lever, whose 
fulcrum is one foot from it ; and if we put on the end 
of this third lever's long arm an ounce weight, that 
ounce will move upwards a pound on the second lever's 
long arm, and this moving upwards will cause the short 
arm to force downwards sixteen pounds at the long end 
of the first lever, which will make the short end of the 
first lever move upwards, though two hundred and 
fifty»six pounds be laid on it : the same thing continu- 
ing, a pound on the long arm of the third lever will 
move a ton and three-quarters on the short arm of the 
first lever ; that is, will balance it, so that the slightest 
pressure with the finger, or a touch from a child's 
hand, will move as much as two horses can draw. The 
lever is called, on this account, a mechanical power ; 
and there are five other mechanical powers, of most of 
which its properties form the foundation ; indeed they 
have all been resolved into combinations of levers. 
The pulley seems the most difficult to reduce under the 
principle of the lever. Thus the wheel and a^le is 
only a lever moving round an axle, and always retain- 
ing the effect gained during every part of the motion, 
by means of a rope wound round the butt end of the 
axle ; the spoke of the wheel being the long arm of the 
lever, and the half diameter of the axle its short arm. 
By a combination of levers, wheels, pulleys, so great an 
increase of force is obtained, that, but for the obstruc- 
tion from friction, and the resistance of the air, there 
could be no bounds to the effect of the smallest force 
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thus multiplied; and to this fundamental prindple 
Archimedes, one of the most illustrious mathematidans 
of ancient times, referred, when he boasted, that if he 
only had a pivot or fulcrum whereon he might rest his 
machinery, he could move the Earth. Upon so simple 
a truth, assisted by the aid derived from other sources, 
rests the whole fabric of mechanical power, whether 
for raising weights, or cleaving rocks, or pumping up 
rivers from the bowels of the earth ; or, in short, per- 
forming any of those works to which human strength, 
even augmented by the help of the animals whom 
Providence has subdued to our use, would prove alto^ 
gether inadequate. 

The application of Dynamics to the pressure and 
motions of fluids, constitutes a science which receives 
different appellations according as the fluids are heavy 
and Uquid like water, or light and invisible hke air. 
In the former case it is called Hydrodynamics^ from 
the Greek words signifying watery and power or force ; 
in the latter Pneumatics, from the Greek word signify- 
ing breath or air ; and Hydrodynamics is divided into 
Hydrostatics, which treats of the weight and pressure 
of liquids, from the Greek words lor balancing of 
water ; and Hydraulics, which treats of their motion, 
from the Greek name for certain musdcal instruments 
played with water in pipes. 

The discoveries to which experiments, aided by 
mathematical reasoning, have led, upon the pressure 
and motion of fluids, are of the greatest importanoe, 
whether we regard their appUcation to practical pur- 
poses, or to their use for explaining the appearances in 
nature, or their singularity as the subjects of scientific 
contemplation. When it is found that the pressure of 
water or any other Hquid upon the surface that con- 
tains it, is not in the least degree proportioned to its 
bulk, but only to the height at which it stands, so that 
a long small pipe, contaming a pound or two of the 
fluid, will give the pressure of twenty or thirty tons; 
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nay, of twice op thrice as much, if its length be in- 
creased and its bore lessened, without the least regard 
to the quantity of the liquid, we are not only astonished 
at so extraordinary and unexpected a property of 
matter, but we straightway perceive one of the great 
agents employed in the vast operations of nature, in 
which the most trifling means are used to work the 
mightiest effects. We likewise learn to guard against 
many serious mischiefs in our own works, and to apply 
safely and usefully a power calculated, according as it 
is directed, either to produce unbounded devastation, 
or to render the most beneficial service. 

IfoT are the discoveries relating to the Air less 
interesting in themselves, and less applicable to im- 
portant uses. It is an agent, though invisible, as 
powerful as Water, in the operations both of nature 
and of art. Experiments of a simple and decisive 
nature show the amount of its pressure to be between 
14 and 15 pounds on every square inch ; but, like all 
other fluids, it presses equally in every direction : so 
that though, on one hand, there is a pressure down- 
wards of above 250 pounds, yet this is exactly balanced 
by an equal pressure upwards, from the air pressing 
round and getting below. • If, however, the air on one 
side be removed, the whole pressure from the other 
acts unbalanced. Hence the ascent of water in pumps, 
which suck out the air from a barrel, and allow the 
pressure upon the water to force it up 32 or 33 feet, 
that body of water being equal to the weight of the 
atmosphere. Hence the ascent of the mercury in the 
barometer is only 28 or 29 inches, mercury being 
between 13 and 14 times heavier than water. Hence, 
too, the motion of the steam-engine; the piston of 
which, until the direct force of steam was applied, used 
to be pressed downwards by the weight of the atmos- 
phere from above, all air being removed below it by 
first filling it with steam, and then suddenly cooling 
and converting that steam into water, so as to leave 
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nothing in the space it had occupied. Hence, too, the 
power which some animals possess of walking along the 
perpendicular surfaces of walls, and even tiie ce^gs 
of rooms, by squeezing out the air between the inside 
of their feet and the wall, and thus being supported 
by the pressure of the air against the outside of their 
feet. 

The science of Optics (from the Greek word for 
seeing), which teaches the nature of light, and of the 
sensation conveyed by it, presents, of itself, a field of 
unbounded extent and interest. To it the arts, and 
the other sciences, owe those most useful instruments 
which have enabled us at once to examine the minutest 
parts of the structure of animal and vegetable bodies, 
and to calculate the size and the motions of the most 
remote of the heavenly bodies. But as an object of 
learned curiosity, nothmg can be more singular than 
the fundamental truth discovered by the genius of 
Newton, — ^that the Ught, which we call white, is in 
fact composed of all the colours, blended in certain 
proportions; unless, perhaps, it be that astonishing 
conjecture of his unrivalled sagacity, by which he 
descried the inflammable nature of the diamond, and 
its belonging, against all appearance of probability, to 
the class of oily substances, from havmg observed, 
that it stood among them, and far removed from all 
crystals, in the degree of its action upon light; a 
conjecture turned into certainty by discoveries made a 
century afterwards. 

To a man who, for original genius and strong 
natural sense, is not unworthy of being named after 
this illustrious sage, we owe the greater part of JElec- 
trical science. It treats of the peculiar substances, 
resembling both Ught and heat, which, by rubbing, is 
found to be produced in a certain class of bodies, as 
glass, wax, silk, amber ; and to be conveyed easily or 
conducted through others, as wood, metals, water; 
and it has received the name of IJiectricity, from the 
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Greek word for amber. Dr. Franklin discovered that 
this is the same matter which, when collected in the 
clouds, and conveyed from them to the earth, we call 
lightning^ and whose noise, in darting through the air, 
is thunder. The observation of some movements in 
the limbs of a dead frog gave rise to the discovery of 
Animal Electricity, or Galvanism, as it was at first 
called from the name of the discoverer ; and which has 
of late years given birth to improvements that have 
changed the face of chemical philosophy ; affording a 
new proof how few there are of the processes of nature 
incapable of repaying the labour we bestow in patiently 
and diligently examining them. It is to the results of 
the remark accidentally made upon the twitching in 
the frog's leg, not, however, hastily dismissed and for- 
gotten, but treasured up and pursued through many 
an elaborate experiment and calculation, that we owe 
our acquaintance with the extraordinary metal, liquid 
like mercury, Ughter than water, and more inflam- 
mable than phosphorus, which forms, when it burns 
by mere exposure to the air, one of the salts best 
known in commerce, and the principal ingredient in 
saltpetre. 

In order to explain the nature and objects of those 
branches of Natural Science more or less connected 
with the mathematics, some details were necessary, as 
without them it was difficult immediately to perceive 
their importance, and, as it were, relish the kind of in- 
struction which they afford. But the same course needs 
not be pursued with respect to the other branches. 
The value and the interest of chemistry is at once 
perceived, when it is known to teach the nature of all 
bodies ; the relations of simple substances to heat and 
to one another, or their combinations together; the 
composition of those which nature produces in a com- 
pound state ; and the application of the whole to the 
arts and manufactures. Some branches of philosophy, 
again, are chiefly useful and interesting to particu- 
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lar clafises, as surgeons and physicians. Others are 
easily understood by a knowledge of the principles of 
Mechanics and Chemistry, of which they are appUcar 
tions and examples ; as those which teach the structure 
of the earth and the changes it has undergone; the 
motions of the muscles, and the structure of the parts 
of animals; the qualities of animal and vegetable 
substances ; and that department of Agriculture which 
treats of soils, manure, and machinery. Other branches 
are only collections of facts, highly curious and useful 
indeed, but which any one who reads or listens, per- 
ceives as clearly, and comprehends as readily, as 
the professed student. To this class belongs Natural 
History, in so far as it describes the habits of animals 
and plants, and its apphcation to that department of 
Agriculture which treats of cattle and their manage- 
ment. 

IV. APPLICATIOlf or NATUBAL SOENCS TO THE 
ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE WORLD. 

But, for the purpose of further illustrating the advan- 
tages of Philosophy, its tendency to enlarge the mind, 
as well as to interest it agreeably, and afford pure and 
solid gratification, a few instances may be given of the 
singular truths brought to light by the application of 
Mathematical, Mechanical, and Chemical knowledge to 
the habits of animals and plants ; and some examples 
may be added of the more ordinary and easy, but 
scarcely less interesting observations, made upon those 
habits, without the aid of the profounder sciences. 

We may remember the curve line which mathe- 
maticians call a Cycloid. It is the path which any 
point of a circle, moving along a plane, and round its 
centre, traces in the air ; so that the nail on the felly 
of a cart-wheel moves in a cycloid, as the cart goes 
along, and as the wheel itself both turns round its axle 
and IS carried along the ground. Now this curve has 
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certain properties of a peculiar and very singular kind 
with respect to motion. One is, that if anjr body 
whatever moves in a cycloid by its own weight or 
swing, together with some other force acting upon it 
all the while, it will go through all distances of the 
name curve in exactly the same time; smd, accord- 
ingly, pendulums have sometimes been contrived to 
swing in such a manner, that they shall describe 
cycloids, or curves very near cycloids, and thus move 
in equal times, whether they go through a long or a 
short part of the same curve. Again, if a body is to 
descend from any one point to any other, not in the 
perpendicular, by means of some force acting on it 
together with its weight, the line in which it will go 
the quickest of all will be the cycloid ; not the straight 
line, though that is the shortest of all Unes which can 
be drawn between the two points ; nor any other curve 
whatever, though many are much flatter, and there- 
fore shorter than the cycloid— but the cycloid, which 
is longer than many of them, is yet, of all curved or 
straight lines which can bo drawn, the one the body 
will move through in the shortest time. Suppose, 
again, that the body is to move from one point to 
another, by its weight and some other force acting 
together, but to go through a certain space, — ^as a 
hundred yards, — ^the way it must take to do this, in 
the shortest time possible, is by moving in a cycloid; 
or the length of a hundred yards must be drawn into 
a cycloid, and then the body will descend through the 
hundred yards in a shorter time than it could go the 
same distance in any other path whatever. Now, it is 
believed that Birds, as the Eagle, which build in the 
rocks, drop or fly down from height to height in this 
course. It is impossible to make very accurate obser- 
vations of their flight and path ; but there is a general 
resemblance between the course they take and the 
cycloid, which has led ingenious men to adopt this 
opinion. 
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If we have a certain quantity of any substance, a 
pound of wood, for example, and would fashion it in 
the shape to take the least room, we must make a 
globe of it; it will in this figure have the smallest 
surface. But suppose we want to form the pound of 
wood, so that in moving through the air or water it 
shall meet with the least possiUe resistance ; then we 
must lengthen it out for ever, till it becomes not only 
like a long-pointed pin, but thinner and thinner, longer 
and longer, till it is quite a straight line, and has no 
perceptible breadth or thickness at all. If we would 
dispose of the given quantity of matter, so that it shaD 
have a certain length only, say a foot, and a certain 
breadth at the thickest part, say three inches, and 
move through the air or water with the smallest pos- 
sible resistance which a body of those dimensions can 
meet, then we must form it into a figure of a peculiar 
kind, called the Solid of least resistance, because, of 
all the shapes that can be given to the body, its length 
and breadth remaining the same, this is the one wluch 
will make it move with the least resistance through 
the air, or water, or other fluid. A very difficult chain 
of mathematical reasoning, by means of the highest 
branches of algebra, leads to a knowledge of the curve 
which, by revolving on its axis, makes a solid of this 
shape, in the same way that a circle, by so revolving, 
makes a sphere or globe; and the curve certainly 
resembles closely the face or head part of a fish. 
Nature, therefore (by which we always mean the 
Divine Author of nature), has fashionea these fishes 
so, that, according to mathematical principles, they 
swim the most easily through the element they live 
and move in.* 

Suppose upon the face part of one of these fishes a 
small insect were bred, endowed with faculties suffi- 
cient to reason upon its condition, and upon the 

* The feathers of the wings of birds are found to be placed at the besi 
pauible angle for helping on the bird by their action on tiie air. 
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motion of the fish it belonged to, but never to hare 
discovered the whole size and shape of the face part ; 
it would certainly complain of the form as clumsy, and 
fancy that it could have made the fish so as to' move 
with less resistance. Yet if the whole shape were dis- 
closed to it, and it could discover the principle on 
which that shape was preferred, it would at once 
perceive, not only that what had seemed clumsy was 
skilfully contrived, but that, if any other shape what- 
ever had been taken, there would have been an error 
committed ; nay, that there rrvast of necessity have 
been an error ; and that the very best possible 
arrangement had been adopted. So it may be with 
man in the universe, where, seeing only a part of the 
great system, he fancies there is evil ; and yet, if he 
were permitted to survey the whole, what had seemed 
imperfect might appear to be necessary for the general 
perfection, insomuch that any other arrangement, even 
of that seemingly imperfect part, must needs have 
rendered the whole less perfect. The common objec- 
tion is, that what seems evil might have been avoided ; 
but in the case of the fish's shape, it could not have 
been avoided. 

It is found by optical inquiries, that the particles or 
rays of hght, in passing through transparent substances 
of a certain form, are bent to a point where they make 
an image or picture of the shining bodies they come 
from, or of the dark bodies they are reflected from. 
Thus, if a pair of spectacles be held between a candle 
and the wall, they make two images of the candle upon 
it; and if they be held between the window and a 
sheet of paper when the sun is shining, they make a 
picture on the paper of the houses, trees, fields, sky, 
and clouds, The eye is found to be composed of 
several natural magnifiers which make a picture on a 
membrane at the back of it, and from this membrane 
there goes a nerve to the brain, conveying the impres- 
sion of the picture, by means of which we see. Now, 



Digitized by 



Google 



336 OBJECTS, ABTAHTAaBS, AND 

white light was discovered by Newton to consist of 
differenUy-eoloured parts, wmch are differently bent 
in passing through transparent substances, so that the 
lights of several colours come to a point at different 
distances, and thus create an indistinct image at any 
one distance. This was long found to make our tele- 
scopes imperfect, insomuch that it became necessary to 
maKe them of reflectors or mirrors, and not of magni- 
fying glasses, the same difference not being obseryed 
to affect the reflection of light. But another discovery 
was, about fifty years afterwards, made by Mr. 
Dollond, — ^that, by combining different kinds of glass 
in a compound magnifier, the difference may be 
greatly corrected ; and on this principle he constructed 
his telescopes. It is found, too, that the different 
natural magnifiers of the eye are combined upon a 
principle of the same kin X Thirty years later, a 
third discovery was made by Mr. Blair, of the greatly 
superior effect which combinations of different liquids 
have in correcting the imperfection ; and, most 
wonderful to think, when the eye is examined, we 
find it consists of different liquids, acting naturally 
upon the same principle which was thus recently found 
out in optics by many ingenious mechanical and 
chemical experiments. 

Again, the point to which any magnifier collects the 
light is more or less distant as the magnifier is flatter 
or rounder, so that a small globe of glass or any trans- 
parent substance makes a microscope. And this pro- 
perty of light depends upon the nature of lines, and is 
purely of a mathematical nature, after we have once 
ascertained by experiment, that light is bent in a 
certain way when it passes through transparent bodies. 
Now birds flying in the air, and meeting with many 
obstacles, as branches and leaves of trees, require to 
have their eyes sometimes as flat as possible for protec- 
tion; but sometimes as round as possible, that they 
may see the small objects, flies and other insects, which 
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they are chasing through the air, and which they 
pursue with the most unerring certainty. This could 
only he accomplished by giving them a power of 
suddenly changing the form of their eyes. Accord- 
ingly, there is a set of hard scales placed on the' outer 
coat of their eye, round the place where the light 
enters; and over these scales are drawn the muscles 
or fibres by which motion is communicated; so that, 
by acting with these muscles, the bird can press the 
scales, and squeeze the natural magnifier of the eye 
into a round shape when it wishes to follow an insect 
through the air, and can relax the scales, in order to 
flatten the eye again, when it would see a distant 
object, or move safely through leaves and twigs. This 
power of altering the shape of the eye is possessed by 
birds of prey in a very remarkable degree. They can 
thus see the smallest objects close to theoi, and can 
yet discern larger bodies at vast distances, a^ a carcass 
stretched upon the plain, or a dying fish afloat on the 
water. 

A singular provision is made for keeping the surface 
of the bird's ejre clean — for wiping the glass of the 
instrument, as it were — and ako for protecting it, 
while rapidly flying through the air and through 
thickets, without hindering the sight. Birds are, lor 
these purposes, furnished with a third eyelid, a fine 
paembrane or skin, which is constantly moved very 
rapidly over the eyeball by two muscles placed in the 
back of the eye. One of the muscles ends in a loop, 
the other in a string which goes through the loop, and 
is fixed in the corner of the membrane, to pull it 
backward and forward. If you wish to draw a thing 
towards any place with the least force, you must pull 
directly in the line between the thing and the place ; 
but if you wish to draw it as quickly as possible, and 
with the most convenience, and do not regard the loss 
of force, you must pull it obliquely, by drawing it in 
two directions at once. Tie a string to a stone, and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



338 OBJECTS, ADYANTAOBS, AND 

draw it straight towards you with one hand; then, 
make a loop on another string, and running the first 
through it, draw one strine in each hand, not towards 
you, but sideways, till both strings are stretched in a 
straight hue : you will see how much more easily the 
stone moves quickly than it did before when pulled 
straight forward. Again, if you tie strings to the two 
ends of a rod, or slip of card, in a running groove, and 
bring them to meet and .pass through a ring or hole, 
for every inch in a straight hue that you draw both 
together below the ring, the rod will move onward two. 
Now this is proved, by mathematical reasoning, to be 
the necessary consequence of forces appUed obliquely : 
there is a loss of power, but a great gain in velocity 
and convenience. This is the ^ing required to be 
gained in the third eyehd, and the contrivance is 
exactly that of a string and a loop, moved each by a 
muscle, as the two strings are by the hands in the 
cases we have been supposing. 

A third eyelid of the same kind is found in the 
horse, and called the haw; it is moistened with a 
pulpy substance (or mucilage) to take hold of the dost 
on the eyeball, and wipe it clear off; so that the eye 
is hardly ever seen with anything upon it, though 
greatly exposed from its size and posture. The swift 
motion of the haw is given to it by a gristly elastic 
substance placed between the eyeball and the socket, 
and striking obliquely, so as to drive out the haw with 
great velocity over the eye, and then let it come back 
as quickly. Ignorant persons, when this haw is in- 
flamed from cold, and swells so as to appear, which it 
never does in a healthv state, often mistake it for an 
imperfection, and cut it off: so nearly do ignorance 
and cruelty produce the same mischief. 

K any quantity of matter, as a pound of wood or 
iron, is fashioned into a rod of a certain length, say 
one foot, the rod will be strong in proportion to its 
thickness ; and, if the figure is the same, that thick- 
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ness can only be increased by making it hollow. 
Therefore hoUow rods or tubes, of the same length 
and quantity of matter, have more strength than 
solid ones. This is a principle so well understood 
now, that engineers make their axles and other parts 
of machinery hollow, and therefore stronger with the 
same weight than they would be if thinner and solid. 
Now the bones of animals are all more or less hoUow ; 
and are therefore stronger with the same weight and 
quantity of matter than they otherwise would be. But 
birds have the largest bones in proportion to their 
weight; their bones are more hollow than those of 
animals which do not fly ; and therefore they have the 
needful strength without having to carry more weight 
than is absolutely necessary. Their quills derive 
strength from the same construction. They possess 
another peculiarity to help their flight. No other 
animals have any communication between the air- 
vessels of their lungs and the hollow parts of their 
bodies; but birds have it; and by this means they 
can blow out their bodies as we do a bladder, and 
thus become lighter when they would either make 
their flight towards the ground slower, or rise more 
swiftly, or float more easily in the air; while, by 
lessening their bulk and closing their wings, they can 
drop more speedily if they wish to chase or to escape. 
Fishes possess a power of the same kind, though not 
by the same means. They have air-bladders in their 
bodies, and can puff them out, or press them closer, at 
pleasure : when they want to rise in the water, they 
iill out the bladder, and this hghtens them; when 
they would sink, they squeeze the bladder, pressing 
the air into a smaller space, and this makes them 
heavier. If the bladder breaks, the fish remains at 
the bottom, and can be held up only by the most 
laborious exertions of tjie fins and tail. Accordingly, 
flat fish, such as skates and flounders, which have no 
air-bladders, seldom rise from the bottom, but are 
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found lying on banks in the sea, or at the bottom of 
rivers. 

If you have a certain space, as a room, to fill up with 
closets or little cells, all of the same size and shape, 
there are only three figures which will answer, and 
enable you to fill the room without losing any space 
between the cells; they must either be squares, or 
figures of three equal sides, or figures of six equal sides. 
With any other figures whatever, space would be lost 
between the cells. This is evident upon considering 
the matter ; and it is proved by mathematical reason- 
ing. The six-sided figure is by far the most convenient 
of those three shapes, because its comers are flatter, 
and any round body placed in it has therefore more 
space, less room being lost in the corners. This figure, 
too, is the strongest of the three ; any pressure from 
without or from within will hurt it least, as it has 
something of the strength of an arch. A round figure 
would be still stronger, but then room would be lost 
between the circles, whereas with the six-sided figure 
none is lost. Now, it is a most remarkable fact, that 
Bees build their cells exactly in this shape, and thereby 
save both room and materials beyond what they could 
save if they built in any other shape whatever. They 
build in the very best possible shape for their purpose, 
which is to save all the room and all the wax they can. 
So far as to the shape of the walls of each cell ; but 
the roof and floor, or top and bottom, are built on 
equally true principles. It is proved by mathema- 
ticians, that, to give the greatest strength, and sa?e 
the most room, the roof and floor must be made of 
three square planes meeting in a point ; and they hare 
further proved, by a demonstration belonging to the 
highest parts of Algebra, that there is one particular 
angle or inclination of those planes to each other where 
they meet, which makes a greater saving of materials 
ana of work than any other inclination whatever could 
possibly do. !N'ow, the Bees actually make the tops 
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and bottoms of their cells of three planes meeting in a 
point; and the inclinations or angles at which they 
meet are precisely those found out by the mathe- 
matician to be the best possible for saving wax and 
work.* Who would dream of the bee knowing the 
highest branch of the Mathematics — ^the fruit of 
Newton's most wonderful discovery — a result, too, of 
which he was himself ignorant, one of his most cele- 
brated followers having found it put in a later age? 
This little insect works with a truth and correctness 
which are perfect, and according to the principles at 
which man has arrived only after ages of slow improve- 
ment in the most difficult branch of the most difficult 
science. But the Mighty and All-wise Creator, who 
made the insect and the philosopher, bestowing reason 
on the latter, and giving the former to work without it 
— ^to Him all truths are known to all eternity, with an 
intuition that mocks even the conceptions of the sagest 
of human kind. 

It may be recollected, that when the air is exhausted 
or sucked out of any vessel, there is no longer the 
force necessary to resist the pressure of the air on the 
outside; and the sides of the vessels are therefore 
pressed inwards with violence : a flat glass would thus 
be broken, unless it were very thick; a round one, 
having the strength of an arch, would resist better ; 
but any soft substance, as leather or skin, would be 
crushed or squeezed together at once. If the air was 
onljr sucked out slowly, the squeezing would be gradual; 
or, if it were only half sucked out, the skin would only 

* Eoenig, pupU of Bernonilli, and Maclaarin, proved by very refined 
investigations, carried on with the aid of the flaxional calcalus, tliat the 
obtuse angle must be 109*^ 28', and the acute 70'' 82', to save the most 
wax and work possible. Maraldi found by actual measurement, that the 
angles are about 110° and 70°. These angles never vary in any place; 
and it is scarcely less singular, that the breadth of all bees* cells are 
everywhere precisely the same, the drone or male cells being -^ths and 
the worker or female cells ^Jths of an inch in breadth, and this in aU 
countries and times. 
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be partly squeezed together. This is the process by 
which Bees reach the fine dust and juices of hollow 
flowers, like the honeysuckle, and some kinds of long 
fox-glove, which are too narrow for them to enter. 
They fill up the mouth of the flower with their bodies, 
and suck out the air, or at least a large part of it; 
this makes the soft sides of the flower close, and 
squeezes the dust and juice towards the insect as well 
as a hand could do, if applied to the outside. 

We may remember this pressure or weight of the 
atmosphere as shown by the barometer and the suck- 
ing-pump. Its weight is near fifteen pounds on every 
square inch, so that if we could entirely squeeze out 
the air between our two hands, they would cling 
together with a force equal to the pressure of double 
this weight, because the air would press upon both 
hands ; and if we could contrive to suck or squeeze out 
the air between one hand and the wall, the hand would 
stick fast to the wall, being pressed on it with the 
weight of above two hundredweight, that is, near 
fifteen pounds on every square inch of the hand. Now, 
by a late most curious discovery of Sir Everard Home, 
the distinguished anatomist, it is found that this is the 
very process by which Flies and other insects of a 
similar description are enabled to walk up perpen- 
dicular surfaces, however smooth, as the sides of walls 
and panes of glass in windows, and to walk as easily 
along the ceihng of a room with their bodies down- 
wards and their feet over head. Their feet, when 
examined by a microscope, are found to have flat skins 
or flaps, like the feet of web-footed animals, as ducks 
and geese; and they have by means of strong folds 
the power of drawing the flap close down upon the 
glass or wall the fly walks on, and thus squeezing out 
the air completely, so as to make a vacuum between 
the foot and the glass or wall. The consequence of 
this is, that the air presses the foot on the waJl with a 
very considerable force compared to the weight of the 
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fly ; for if its feet are to its body in the same propor- 
tion as ours are to our bodies, since we could support 
by a single hand on the ceiling of the room (provided 
it made a vacuum) more than our whole weight, namely, 
a weight of above fifteen stone, the fly can easily move 
on four feet in the same manner by help of the vacuum 
made under its feet. 

It has likewise been found that some of the larger 
Sea animals are by the same construction, only upon 
a greater scale, enabled to climb the perpendicular and 
smooth surfaces of the ice hills among which they live. 
Some kinds of Lizard have a like power of climbing, 
and of creeping with their bodies downwards along the 
ceiling of a room ; and the means by which th^y are 
enabled to do so are the same. In the large feet of 
those animals, the contrivance is easily observed, of the 
toes and muscles, by which the skin of the foot is pinned 
down, and the air excluded in the act of walking or 
climbing ; but it is the very same, only upon a larger 
scale, with the mechanism of a fly*s or a butterfly's 
foot; and both operations, the climbing of the sea^ 
horse on the ice, and the creeping of the fly on the 
window or the ceiUn^, are performed exactly by the 
same power, the weight of the atmosphere, which 
causes the quicksilver to stand in the weather-glass, 
the wind to whistle through a key-hole, and the piston 
to descend in an old steam engine. 

Although philosophers are not agreed as to the 
peculiar action which Hght exerts upon vegetation, and 
there is even some doubt respecting the decomposition 
of air and water during that process, one thing is un- 
deniable. — ^the necessity of hght to the growth and 
health of plants : without it they have neither colour, 
taste, nor smell; and accordingly they are for the 
most part so formed as to receive it at all times when 
it shines on theip. Their cups, and the little assem- 
blages of their leaves before they sprout, are found to 
be more or less affected by the light, so as to open and 
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receive it. In several kinds of plants this is more 
evident than in others ; their fiowbrs close entirely at 
night, and open in the day. Some constantly tarn 
round towards the light, foUovring the sun, as it were, 
while he makes or seems to make his revolution, so 
that they receive the greatest quantity possible of his 
rays. Thus clover in a field follows the apparent course 
of the sun. But all leaves of plants turn to the sun, 
place them how you will, light being essential to their 
thriving. 

The lightness of inflammable gas is well known. 
When bladders of any size are filled with it, they rise 
upwards and float in the air. Now, it is a most curi- 
ous £su;t, ascertained bv Mr. Enisht, that the fine dust, 
by means of which plants are impregnated one from 
another, is composed of very small globules, filled with 
this gas — in a word, of small air-balloons. These 
globules thus float from the male plant through the 
air, and striking against the females, are detained by 
a glue prepared on purpose to stop them, which no 
sooner moistens the globules than they explode, and 
their substance remains, the gas fiymg off which 
enabled them to float. A provision of a very simple 
kind is also, in some cases, made to prevent the male 
and female blossoms of the same plant from breeding 
together, this being found to hurt the breed of vege- 
tables, just as breeding in and in spoils the race of 
animals. It is contrived that the dust shall be shed 
by the male blossom before the female of the same 
plant is ready to be affected by it ; so that the im- 
pregnation must be performed by the dust of some 
other plant, and in this way the breed be crossed. 
The light gas with which the globules are filled is most 
essential to the operation, as it conveys them to 

freat distances. A plantation of yew-trees has been 
nown, in this way, to impregnate another several 
hundred yards off. 

The contrivance by which some creeper plants are 
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enabled to climb walls, and fix themselves, deserves 
' attention. The Virginia creeper has a small tendril, 
ending in a claw, each toe of which has a knob, 
thicklv set with extremely small bristles; they grow 
into the invisible pores of the wall, and swelling, stick 
there as long as the plant grows, and prevent the 
branch from falling: but when the plant dies, they 
become thin again, and drop out, so that the branch 
falls down. 

The Vanilla plant of the West Indies climbs round 
trees likewise by means of tendrils; but when it 
has fixed itself, the tendrils drop off, and leaves are 
formed. 

It is found by chemical experiments, that the juice 
which is in the stomachs of animals (called the gastric 
juice, from a Greek word signifying the belly), has 
very peculiar properties. Though it is for the most 
part a tasteless, clear, and seemingly a very simple 
liquor, it nevertheless possesses extraordinary powers 
of dissolving substances which it touches or mixes 
with ; and it varies in different classes of animals. In 
one particular it is the same in all animals ; it will not 
attack living matter, but only dead ; the consequence 
of which is, that its powers of eating awav and dis- 
solving are perfectly safe to the animals themselves, 
in whose stomachs it remains without ever hurting 
them. This juice differs in different animals according 
to the food on which they subsist; thus, in birds of 
prey, as kites, hawks, owls, it only acts upon animal 
matter, and does not dissolve vegetables. In other 
birds, and in all animals feeding on plants, as oxen, 
sheep, hares, it dissolves vegetable matter, as grass, 
but will not touch flesh of any kind* This has been 
ascertained by making them swallow balls with meat 
in them, and several holes drilled through to let the 
gastric justice reach the meat : no effect was produced 
upon it. We may further observe, that there is a 
most curious and beautiful correspondence between 
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this juice in the stomach of different animals and the 
other parts of their bodies, connected with the impor- 
tant operations of eating and digesting then* food. 
The use of the juice is plainly to convert what they 
eat into a fluid, from which, by yarious other pro- 
cesses, all their parts, blood, bones, muscles, &c., are 
afterwards formed. But the food is first of all to be 
obtained, and then prepared by bruising, for the 
action of the juice. Now birds of prey have instru- 
ments, their claws and beaks, for tearing and devour- 
ing their food (that is, animals of various kinds), but 
those instruments are useless for picking up and criish- 
ing seeds ; accordingly they have a gastric juice which 
di^olves the animals they eat ; while birds which have 
only a beak fit for picking, and eating seeds, have a 
juice that dissolves seeds, and not flesh. Nay more, 
it is found that the seeds must be bruised before the 
juice will dissolve them : this you find by trying the 
experiment in a vessel with the juice; and accord- 
ingly the birds have a gizzard, and animals which 
graze have flat teeth, which grind and bruise their 
food, before the gastric juice is to act upon it. 

We have seen how wonderfully the Bee works, 
according to rules discovered by man thousands of 
years after the insect had been following them with 
perfect accuracy. The same little animal seems to 
be acquainted with principles of which we are still 
ignorant. We can, by crossing, vary the forms of 
cattle with astonishing nicety ; but we have no means 
of altering the nature of an animal once born, by 
means of treatment and feeding. This power, how- 
ever, is undeniably possessed by the bees. When the 
queen bee is lost by death or otherwise, they choose 
a grub from among those which are born for workers; 
they make three cells into one, and placing the grub 
there, they build a tube round it; they afterwards 
build another cell of a pyramidal form, into whidi 
the grub grows ; they feed it with peculiar food, and 
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tend it with extreme care. It becomes, when trans- 
formed from the worm to the fly, not a worker, but a 
queen bee. 

These singular insects resemble our own species in 
one of our worst propensities, the disposition to war ; 
but their attention to their sovereign is equally extra- 
ordinary, though of a somewhat capricious kind. In 
a few hours after their queen is lost, the whole hive 
is in a state of confusion. A singular humming is 
heard, and the bees are seen moving all over the 
surface of the combs with great rapidity. The news 
spreads quickly, and when the queen is restored, 
quiet immediately succeeds. But if another queen is 
put upon them, they instantly discover the trick, and, 
surrounding her, they either suffocate or starve her 
to death. This happens if the false queen is intro- 
duced within a few hours after the first is lost or 
removed ; but if twenty-four hours have elapsed, they 
will receive any queen and obey her. 

The labours and the policy of the Anta are, when 
closely examined, still more wonderful, perhaps, than 
those of the Bees, Their nest is a city consisting of 
dwelling-places, halls, streets, and squares into which 
the streets open. The food they principally like is 
the honey which comes from another insect found in 
their neighbourhood, and which they, generally speak- 
ing, bring home from day to day as they want it. 
Late discoveries have shown that they do not eat 
grain, but live almost entirely on animal food and this 
honey. Some kinds of ants have the foresight to bring 
home the insects on whose honey they feed, and keep 
them in particular cells, where they guard them to 
prevent their escaping, and feed them with proper 
vegetable matter which they do not eat themselves. 
Nay, they obtain the eggs of those insects, and super- 
intend their hatching, and then rear the young insect 
until he becomes capable of supplying the desired 
honey. They sometimes remove them to the strongest 
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parts of their nest, where there are cells apparently 
fortified for protecting them from invasion. In those 
cells the insects are kept to supply the wants of the 
whole ants which compose the population of the city. 
It is a most singular circumstance in the economy of 
nature, that the degree of cold at which the ant 
becomes torpid is also that at which this insect falls 
into the same state. It is considerably below the 
freezing-point; so that they require food the greater 

5 art of the winter, and if the insects on which they 
epend for food were not kept alive during the cold 
in which the ants can move about, the latter would be 
without the means of subsistence. 

How trifling soever this Uttle animal may appear 
in our climate, there are few more formidable crea- 
tures than the ant of some tropical countries. A 
traveller, who lately filled a high station in the French 
government, Mr. Malouet, has despribed one of their 
cities, and, were not the account confirmed by various 
testimonies, it might seem exaggerated. He observed 
at a ^reat distance what seemed a lofty structure, and 
was mformed by his guide that it consisted of an ant- 
hill, which could not be approached without danger of 
being devoured. Its height was from fifteen to twenty 
feet, and its base thirty or forty feet square. Its sides 
inclined like the lower part of a pyramid, the point 
being cut off. He was informed that it became neces- 
sary to destroy these nests, by raising a sufficient 
force to dig a trench all round, spd fill it with fagots, 
which were afterwards set on fire ; and then battering 
with cannon from a distance, to drive the insects out 
and make them run into the flames. This was in 
South America; and African travellers have met them 
in the same formidable numbers and strength. 

The older writers of books upon the habits of some 
animals abound with stories which may be of doubtful 
credit. But the facts now stated, respecting the Ant 
and Bee, may be relied on as authentic. They are the 
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result of very late observations, and experiments made 
with great accuracy by several most worthy and in- 
telligent men ; and the greater part of them have the 
confirmation arising from more than one observer 
having assisted in the inquiries.* The habits of 
Beavers are equally well authenticated, and, being 
more easily observed, are vouched by a greater 
number of witnesses. These animals, as if to enable 
them to live and move either on land or water, have 
two web-feet like those of ducks or water-dogs, and 
two like those of land animals. When they wish to 
construct a dwelling-place, or rather city, for it serves 
the whole body, uiey choose a level ground with a 
stream running through it ; they then dam up the 
stream so as to make a pond, and perform the opera- 
tion as skilfully as we could ourselves. Next they 
drive into the ground stakes of five or six feet long in 
rows, wattling each row with twigs, and puddling or 
filling the interstices with clay, which they ram close 
in, so as to make the whole solid and water-tight. 
This dam is likewise shaped on the truest principles ; 
for the upper side next the water slopes, and the side 
below is perpendicular ; the base of the dam is ten or 
twelve feet thick ; the top or narrow part two or three, 
and it is sometimes as long as one hundred feet.t The 

* A singular circumstance occasioned this in the case of Mr. Huher, hy 
far the most eminent of these naturalists: he was quite blind, and per^ 
formed all his experiments by means of assistants. 

t If the base is twelve, and the top three feet thick, and the height six 
feet, the face must be the side of a right-angled triangle whose height is 
eight feet This would be the exact proportion which there ought to be, 
upon mathematical principles, to give the greatest resistance possible to 
the water in its tendency to turn the dam round, provided the materials of 
which it is made were lighter than water in the proportion of 44 to 100. 
But the materials are probably more than twice as heavy as water, and 
the form of so flat a dike is taken, in all likelihood, in order to guard 
against a more imminent danger — that of the dam being carried away by 
being shoved forwards. We cannot calculate what the proportions are 
which give the greatest possible resistance to this tendency, without 
knowing the tenacity of the materials, as well as their specific gravity. 
It may very probably be found that the construction is such as to secure 
the most completely against the two pressures at the same time. 
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pond being thus formed and secured, they make their 
nouses round the edge of it ; they are cells, vrith vaulted 
roofs, and upon piles : they are made of stones, earth, 
and sticks ; the walls are two feet thick, and plastered 
as neatly as if the trowel had been used. Sometimes 
they have two or three storeys for retreating to in 
case of floods ; and they always have two doors, one 
towards the water and one towards the land. They 
keep their winter provisions in stores, and bring them 
out to use ; they make their beds of moss ; they live 
on the bark of trees, gum, and crawfish. Each house 
holds from twenty to thirty, and there may be from 
ten to twenty-five houses in all. Some of their com- 
munities are larger than others, but there are seldom 
fewer than two or three hundred inhabitants. In 
working they all bear their shares; some gnaw the 
trees and branches with their teeth to form stakes and 
beams; others roll the pieces to the water; others, 
diving, make holes with their teeth to place the piles 
in; others collect and carry stones and clay; others 
beat and mix the mortar ; and others carry it on their 
broad tails, and with these beat it and plaster it 
. Some superintend the rest, and make signals by sharp 
strokes with the tail, which are carefully attended to ; 
the beavers hastening to the place where they are 
wanted to work, or to repair any hole made by the 
water, or to defend themselves or make their escape, 
when attacked by an enemy. 

The fitness of different animals, by their bodily 
structure, to the circumstances in which they are 
found, presents an endless subject of curious inquiir 
and pleasing contemplation. Thus, the Camel, which 
lives in sandy deserts, has broad spreading hoofs to 
support him on the loose soil ; and an apparatus in his 
body by which water is kept for many days, to be used 
when no moisture can be had. As this would be usele^ 
in the neighbourhood of streams or wells, and as it 
would be equally so in the desert, where no water is to 
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be found, there can be no doubt that it is intended to 
assist in journeying across the sands from one watered 
spot to another. There is a singular and beautiful 
provision made in this animal's foot, for enabling it to 
sustain the fatigue of journeys under the pressure of 
its great weight. Besides the yielding of the bones 
and ligaments, or bindings, which gives elasticity to 
the foot of the deer and other animals, there is in the 
Camel's foot, between the horny sole and the bones, a 
cushion, like a ball, of soft matter, almost fluid, but in 
which there is a mass of threads extremely elastic, 
interwoven with the pulpy substance. The cushion 
thus easily changes its shape when pressed, yet it has 
such an elastic spring, that the bones of the foot press 
on it uninjured by the heavy body which they support, 
and this huge animal steps as softly as a cat. 

Nor need we flee to the desert in order to witness 
an example of skilful structure : the limbs of the Horse 
display it strikingly. The bones of the foot are not 
placed directly under the weight ; if they were in an 
upright position, they would make a firm pillar, and 
every motion would cause a shock. They are placed 
slanting or oblique, and tied together by an elastic 
binding on their lower surfaces, so as to form springs 
as exact as those which we make of leather and steel 
for carriages. Then the flatness of the hoof, wliich 
stretches out on each side, and the frog coming down 
in the middle between the quarters, adds greatly to 
the elasticity of the machine. Ignorant of this, ill- 
informed farriers nail the shoe in such a manner as to 
fix the quarters, and cause permanent contraction of 
the bones, ligaments, and hoof — so that the elasticity 
is destroyed ; every step is a shock ; inflammation and 
lameness ensue.* 

The Rein-deer inhabits a country covered with snow 

♦ Mr. Bracey Clarke has contrived an expanding shoe, which, by a 
joint in front, opens and contracts so as to obviate the evils of the common 
process. 
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the greater part of the year. Observe how admirably 
its hoof is formed for going over that cold and light 
substance, without sinking in it or being frozen. The 
under side is covered entirely with hair, of a warm 
and close texture; and the hoof, altogether, is very 
broad, acting exactly like the snow-shoes which men 
have constructed for giving them a larger space to 
stand on than their feet, and thus avoid sinking. 
Moreover, the deer spreads the hoof as wide as pos- 
sible when it touches the ground : but, as this breadth 
would be inconvenient in the air, by occasioning a 
greater resistance while he is moving along, no sooner 
does he lift the hoof than the two parts into which it is 
cloven fall together, and so lessen the surface exposed 
to the air, just as we may recollect the birds doing 
with their bodies and wings. The shape and structure 
of the hoof are also well adapted to scrape away the 
snow, and enable the anunal to get at the particular 
kind of moss (or lichen) on which he feeds. This 
plant, unlike others, is in its full growth during the 
winter season ; and the Rein-deer accordingly thrives, 
from its abundance, at the season of his greatest use 
to man, notwithstanding the unfavourable effects of 
extreme cold upon the animal system. 

There are some insects, of which the males have 
wings, and the females are grubs or worms. Of these, 
the Glow-worm is the most remarkable: it is the 
female, and the male is a fly, which would be unable 
to find her out, creeping as she does in the dark lanes, 
but for the shining hght which she gives to attract him. 

There is a singular fish found in the Mediterranean, 
called the Nautilus, from its skill in navigation. The 
back of its shell resembles the hulk of a ship ; on this 
it throws itself, and spreads two thin membranes to 
serve for two sails, paddling itself on with its feet or 
feelers, as oars. 

The Ostrich lays and hatches her eggs in the sands: 
her form being ill-adapted for sitting on them, she has 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FLEAST7BES OF SCIBNCB. 353 

a natural oven furnished by the sand, and the strong 
heat of the sun. The Cuckoo is known to build no 
nest for herself, but to lay in the nests of other birds ; 
but late observations show that she does not lay indis- 
criminately in the nests of all birds ; she only chooses 
the nests of those which have bills of the same kind 
Tvith herself, and therefore feed on the same kind of 
food. The Ihick, and other birds breeding in muddy 
places, have a peculiar formation of the bill: it is both 
made so as to act like a strainer, separating the finer 
from the grosser parts of the liquid, and it is more 
furnished with nerves near the point than the bills of 
birds which feed on substances more exposed to the 
light ; so that being more sensitive, it serves better to 
grope in the dark stream for food. The bill of the 
Snipe is covered with a curious network of nerves for 
the same purpose ; but the most singular provision of 
this kind is observed in a bird called the T(mcan, or 
Egg^mjLcker, which chiefly feeds on the eggs found in 
birds' nests, and in countries where these are very 
deep and dark. Its bill is broad and long; when 
examined, it appears completely covered with branches 
of nerves in all directions; so that, by groping in a 
deep and dark nest it can feel its way as accurately as 
the finest and most delicate finger could. Almost all 
kinds of birds build their nests of materials found 
where they inhabit, or use the nests of other birds; 
but the Swallow of Java Hves in rocky caverns on 
the sea, where there are no materials at all for the pur- 
pose of building. It is therefore so formed as to secrete 
m its body a kind of slime with which it makes a nest, 
much prized as a delicate food in Eastern countries. 

Plants, in many remarkable instances, are provided 
for by equally wonderful and skilful contrivances. 
There is one, the Muadpula, Fly ^ trap y or Fly- 
catcher, which has small prickles in the inside of two 
leaves, or half leaves, joined by a hinge ; a juice or 
syrup is provided on their inner surface, which acts as 
2 A 
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a bait to allure flies. There are several small spines 
or prickles standing upright in this syrup, and upon 
the onlj part of each leaf that is sensitive to the touch. 
When the fij, therefore, settles upon this part, its 
touching, as it were, the spring of the trap) occasions 
the leaves to shut and kill and squeeze the insect; 
whose juices and the £dr arising n*om their rotting 
serve as food to the plant. 

In the West Indies, and ia other hot countries of 
South America, where rain sometimes does not fall 
for a great length of time, a kind of plant called the 
Wild-pine grows upon the branches of the trees; and 
also on the bark of the trunk. It has hollow or bag- 
Uke leaves so formed as to make little reservoirs of 
water, the rain falling into them through channels 
which close at the top when full, and prevent it from 
evaporating. The seed of this useful plant has small 
floating threads, by which, when carried through the 
air, it catches any tree in the way, and falls on it and 
grows. Wherever it takes root, though on the under 
side of a bough, it grows straight upwards, otherwise 
the leaves would not hold water. It holds in one leaf 
from a pint to a quaint; and although it must be of 
great use to the trees it grows on, to birds and other 
animals its use is even greater. 

"When we fitid these pines," says Dampier, the 
famous navigator, " we stick our knives into the leaves 
just above the root, and the water gushing out, we 
catch it in our hats, as I myself have frequently done 
to my great relief." 

Another tree, called the Water-with, in Jamaica, 
has similar uses: it is like a vine in size and shape, 
and though growing in parched districts, is yet so fall 
of clear sap or water, that by cutting a piece two or 
three yards long, and merely holding it to the mouth, 
a plentiful draught is obtained; In the East there is 
a plant somewhat: of the same kind, called the BejtusOi 
which grows near other trees and twines round iJiem, 
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with its end hanging dowiiwards, but so full of juice, 
that, on cutting it, a good stream of water spouts from 
it ; and this, not only by the stalk touching the tree 
so closely must refresh it^^ but affords a supply to 
animals, and to the weary het*dsman on the mountains. 
Another plant, the Nepenthes distillatoria, is found in 
the same regions, with a yet more singular structure. 
It has natural mugs or tankards hanging from its 
leaves, and holding each from a pint to a quart of 
tery pure water. Two singular provisions are to be 
marked in this vegetable. There grows over the 
mouth of the tankard, a leaf nearly its size and shape, 
like a lid or cover, which prevents evaporation from 
the sun's rays; and the water that fills the tankard 
is perfectly sweet and dear, although the ground in 
which the plant grows is a marsh of the most muddy 
and unwholesome kind. The process of vegetation 
filtrates or distils the liquid, so as to produce from the 
worst, the purest water.* The Palo de Vaca, or cow- 
tree, grows in South America, upon the most dry and 
rocky soil, and in a climate where for months not a 
drop of rain falls. On piercing the trunk, however, a 
sweet and nourishing milk is obtained, which the natives 
gladly receive in large bowls. If some plants thuS 
furnish drink, where it might least be expected, others 
prepare, as it were, in the desert, the food of man in 
abundance. A single Tapioca tree is said to afford, 
from its pith, the whole sustenance of several men for 
a season. 

V. ADVANTAGES AJSD PLEASURES OF SCIENCE. 

After the many instances or samples which have 
now been given of the nature and objects of Natural 
Science, we might proceed to a different field, and 
describe in the same way the other grand branch of 
human knowledge, that which teaches the properties 

* A specimen of this curious plant, though of a small size, is to be 
found in the fine collection at Wentworth, reared by Mr. Cooper. 
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or habits of Mind^^the intellectual faculties of man, 
or the powers of his uDderstanding, by which he per- 
ceives, imagines, remembers, and reasons ;— his moral 
faculties y or the feelings and passions which influence 
him ; and, lastly, as a conclusion or result drawn from 
the whole, his duties both towards himself as an indi- 
yidual, and towards others as a member of society: 
which last head opens to our view the whole doctrines 
o{ political science^ including the nature of govern- 
ments, of policy, and generalhr of laws. But we shall 
abstain at present from entermg at all upon this field, 
and shall now take up the subject more particularly 
pointed at through the course of the foregoing obser- 
vations, and to illustrate which they have been framed, 
namely, — ^the Use and Pleasure of Scientific Studies. 

Man is composed of two parts, body and mind, 
connected indeed together, but wholly different from 
one another. The nature of the union — the part of 
our outward and visible frame in which it is peculiarly 
formed — or whether the soul be indeed connected or 
not with any particular portion of the body, so as to 
reside there — ^are points as yet wholly hid from our 
knowledge, and which are likely to remain for ever 
concealed. But this we know, as certainly as we can 
know any truth, that there is such a thing as the 
Mind; and that we have at the least as good proof 
of its existence, independent of the Body, as we have 
of the existence of the Body itself. Each has its uses, 
and each has its peculiar gratifications. The bounty 
of Providence has given us outward senses to .be 
employed, and has furnished the means of gratifying 
them in various kind, and in ample measure. Aa 
long as we only taste those pleasures according to 
the rules of prudence and of our duty, that is, in 
moderation for our own sakes, and in harmlessness 
towards our neighbours, we fulfil rather than thwart 
the purpose of our being. But the same bountiful 
Providence has endowed us with the higher nature 
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also-— with understancHngs as well as with senses — 
with faculties that are of a more exalted order, and 
admit of more refined enjoyments, than anj to which 
the bodily fame can minister ; and by pursuing such 
gratifications, rather than those of mere sense, we 
lulfil the most exalted ends of our creation, and obtain 
both a present and a future reward. These things are 
often said, but they are not therefore the less true or 
the less worthy of deep attention. Let us mark their 
practical apphcation to the occupations and enjoyments 
of all branches of society, begmning with those who 
form the great bulk of every community, the working 
classes, by what names soever their vocations may be 
called — ^professions, arts, trades, handicrafts, or com- 
mon labour. 

1. The first object of every man who has to depend 
upon his own exertions must needs be to provide for 
his daily wants. This is a high and important ofiice ; 
it deserves his utmost attention; it includes some of 
his most sacred duties, both to himself, his kindred, 
and his country; and although in performing this 
task, he is only influenced by a regard to his own 
interest, or by his necessities, yet it is an employment 
which renders him truly the best benefactor of the 
community he belongs to. All other pursuits must 
give way to this; the hours which he devotes to 
learning must be after he has done his work; hib 
independence, without which he is not fit to be called 
a man, requires first of all that he should have insured 
for himself, and those dependent on him, a comfortable 
subsistence before he can have a right to taste any 
indulgence, either of his senses Or of his mind ; and 
the more he learns — ^the greater progress he makes in 
the sciences — ^the more will he value that indepen- 
dence, and the more will he prize the industry, the 
habits of regular labour, whereby he is enabled to 
secure so prime a blessing. 

In one view, it is true, the progress which he makes 
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in science may help his ordinary exertions, the main 
business of every man's life. There is hardly any 
trade or occupation in which useful lessons may not 
be learnt by studying one science or another. The 
necessity of science to the more Uberal professions is 
self-evident; little less manifest is the use to their 
members of extending their knowledge beyond the 
branches of study with which their several pursuits 
are peculiarly conversant. But the other depart- 
ments of industry derive hardly less benefit from the 
same source. To how many kinds of workmen must 
a knowledge of Mechanical Philosophy be useful I To 
how many others does Chemistry prove almost neces- 
sary I Every one must with a glance perceive that to 
engineers, watch-makers, instrument-makers, bleach- 
ers, and dyers, those sciences are most useful, if not 
necessary. But carpenters and masons are surely 
hkely to do their work better for knowing how to 
measure, which Practical Mathematics teaches them, 
and how to estimate the strength of timber, of walls, 
and of arches, which they learn from Practical Me- 
chanics ; and they who work in various metals are cer- 
tain to be the more dtilful in their l3*ades for knovring 
the nature of those substances, and their relations to 
both heat and other metals, and to the airs and liquids 
they come in contact with. Nay, the farm servant, 
or day-labourer, whether in his master's employ, or 
tending the concerns of his own cottage, must de- 
rive great practical benefit,^-r-must be both a better 
servant, and a more thrifty, and therefore comfort- 
able cottager, for knowing something of the nature 
of soils and manures, which Chemistry teaches, 
apd something of the habits of animals, and the 
qualities and growth of plants, which be learns from 
Natural History and Chemistry together. In truth, 
though a man be neither mechanic nor peasant, but 
only having a pot to boil, he is sure to learn from 
science lessons which will enable him to cook his 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PLBASUBBS OF SCIBNOB. 359 

morsel better, save his fael. and both vary his dish 
and improve it. The art of good and cheap cookery 
is intimately oonnected with the principles of chemical 
philosophy, and has received much and will yet receive 
more, improvement from their application. Nor is it 
enough to say, that philosophers may discover all that 
is wanted, and may invent practical methods, which 
it is sulSicient for the working man to learn b^ rote 
without knowing the principles. He never will work 
so well if he is ignorant of the principled ; and for a 

f)lain reason : — ^if he only learn his lesson by rote, the 
east change of circumstances puts him out. Be the 
method ever so general, cases will always arise in 
which it must be varied in order to apply ; and if the 
workman only knows the rule without knowing the 
reason, he must be at fault the moment he is required 
to make any new application of it. This, then, is the 
first use of learning the principles of science : it makes 
men more skilful, expert, and useful in the particular 
kinds of work by which they are to earn their bread, 
and by which they are to make it go far and taste 
well when earned. 

2. But another use of such knowledge to handicrafts^ 
men is equally obvious : it gives every man a chance, 
according to his natural tsdents, of becoming an im- 
prover of the art he 'works at, and even a discoverer 
m the sciences connected with it. He is daily handling 
the tools and materials with which new experiments are 
to be made : and daily witnessing the operations of nar 
ture, whether in the motions and pressures of bodies, 
or in their chemical actions on each other. All oppor- 
tunities of making experiments must be unimproved, 
all appearances must pass unobserved, if he has no 
knowledge of the principles ; but with this knowledge 
he is more likely than another person to strike out 
something new which may be useful in art, or curious 
or interesting in science. Very few great discoveries 
have been made by chance and by ignorant persons, 
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much fewer than is generally supposed. It is com-' 
monly told of the steam engine, that an idle boy being 
employed to stop and open a yalve, saw that he could 
save himself the trouble of attending and watching it, 
by fixing a plug upon a part of the machine which 
came to the place at the proper times, in consequence 
of the general moyement. This is possible, no doubt ; 
though nothing very certaui is known respecting the 
origin of the story ; but improvements of any value 
are very seldom indeed so easily found out, and hardly 
another instance can be named of important discoveries 
so purely accidental. They are generally made by 
persons of competent knowledge, and who are in search 
of them. The improvements of the Steam engine by 
Watt resulted from the most learned investigation of 
mathematical, mechanical, and chemical truths. Ark- 
Wright devoted^ many years, five at the least, to his 
invention of spinning-jennies, and he was a man per- 
fectly conversant in everything that relates to the 
construction of machinery ; he had minutely examined 
it, and knew the effects of each part, though he had 
not received anything like a scientific education. If he 
had, we should in aSl probability have been indebted 
to him for scientific discoveries as well as practical 
improvements. The most beautiful and useful inven- 
tion of late times, the Safety-lamp, was the reward of 
a series of philosophical experiments made by one 
thoroughly skilled in every branch of chemical science. 
The new process of Refining Sugar, by which more 
money has been made in a shorter time, and with less 
risk and trouble, than was ever perhaps gained from 
an invention, was discovered by a most accomplished 
chemist,* and was the fruit of a long course of experi- 
ments, in the progress of which, known philosophical 
principles were constantly applied, and one or two 
new principles ascertained. But in so far as chance 

* Edward Howard, brothefr of the Duke of Norfolk. 
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has anything to do with discovery, snrely it is worth 
the while of those who are constantly working in 
particular employments to obtain the knowledge re- 
quired, because their chances are greater than other 
people's of so applying that knowledge as to hit upon 
new and useful ideas: they are always in the way 
of perceiving what is wanting, or what is amiss in the 
old methods ; and they have a better chance of making 
the improvements, fn a word, to use a common ex- 
pression, they are in the wav of good luck; and if 
they possess the requisite information, they can take 
advantage of it when it comes to them. This, then, 
is the second great use of learning the sciences : it 
enables men to make improvements in the arts, and 
discoveries in philosophy, which may directly benefit 
themselves and mankind. 

3» Now, these are the jpracficai advantages of 
learning ; but the third benefit is, when rightfy con- 
sidered, just as practical as the other two — ^the pleasure 
derived from mere knowledge, without any view to 
our own bodily enjoyments: and this applies to all 
classes, the idle as well as the industrious, if, indeed, 
it be not peeuUarly applicable to those who enjoy the 
inestimable blessing of having time at their command. 
Every man is by nature endowed with the power of 
gaining knowledge ; and the taste for it, the capacity 
to be pleased with it, forms equally a part of the 
natural constitution of his mind. It is his own fault, 
or the fault of his education, if he derives no Ratifica- 
tion from it. There is a satisfaction in knowing what 
others know — in not being more ignorant than those 
we Uve with : there is a satisfaction in knowing what 
others do not know— in being more informed than 
they are. But this is quite independent of the pure 
pleasure of knowledge—of gratifyinff a curiosity im- 
planted in us by Providence, to lead us towards the 
better understanding of the universe in which our lot 
is cast, and the nature wherewithal we are clothed. 
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That erery man is capable of being delighted with 
extending his information upon matt^ of science will 
be evident from a few plain considerations. 

Reflect how manj parts of the reading, even of 
persons ignorant of all sciences, refer to matters wholly 
unconnected with any interest or advantage to be 
derived from the knowledge acquired. Every one 
is amused with reading a story : a romance may divert 
some, and a fairy tale may entertain others; but no 
benefit beyond the amusement is derived from this 
source : the imagination is gratified ; and we willingly 
spend a good deal of time and a little money in this 
gratification, rather than in resting after fatigue, or in 
any other bodily indulgence. So we read a newspaper, 
without any view to the advantage we are to gain from 
learning the news, but because it interests and amuses 
us to know what is passing. One object, no doubt, is 
to become acquainted with matters relating to the 
welfare of the country ; but we also read the occur- 
rences which do little or not all regard the public 
interests, and we take a pleasure in reading them. 
Accidents, adventures, anecdotes, crimes, and a variety 
of other things amuse us, independent of the informa- 
tion respecting public aflfairs, in which we feel interested 
as citizens of tne state, or as members of a particular 
body. It is of little importance to inquire how and 
why these things excite our attention, and wherefore 
the reading about them is a pleasure; the &yct is 
certain ; and it proves clearly that there is a positive 
enjoyment in knowing what we did not know before ; 
and this pleasure is greatly increased when the infor- 
mation is such as excites our surprise, wonder, or 
admiration. Most persons who take delight in reading 
tales of ghosts, which they know to be false, and fed 
all the while to be silly in the extreme, are merely 
gratified, or rather occupied with the strong emotions 
of horror excited by the momentary belief, for it can 
only last an instant. Such reading is a degrading 
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waste of precious time, and has even a bad effeet upon 
the feelings and the judgment.* But true stories of 
horrid crimes, ^s murders, and pitiable misfortunes, as 
shipwrecks, are not much more instructive. It may 
be better to read these than to sit yawning and idle- 
much better than to sit drinking or gaming, which, 
when carried to the least excess, are crimes in them- 
selves, and the fruitful parents of many more. But 
this is nearly as much as can be said for such vain 
and unprofitable reading. If it be a pleasure to gratify 
curiosity, to know what we were ignorant of, to have 
our feeungs of wonder called forth, how pure a delight 
of this very kind do^ Natural Science hold out to its 
students! Recollect some of the extraordinary dis- 
coveries of Mechanical Philosophy. How wonderful 
are the laws that regulate the motions of fluids ! Is 
there anything in all the idle books of tales and 
horrors more truly astonishing than the fact, that a 
few pounds of water may, by mere pressure, without 
any machinery — by mereljr being placed in a particular 
way, produce an irresistible force? What can be 
more strange, than that an oimce weight should 
balance hundreds of pounds, by the intervention of a 
few bars of thin iron? Observe the extraordinary 
truths which Optical Science discloses. Can anything 
surprise us more, than to find that the colour of white 
is a mixture of all others — that red, and blue, and 
green, and all the rest, merely by being blended in 
certain proportions, form what we had fancied rather 
to be no colour at all, than all colours together? 
Chemistry is not behind in its wonders. That the 
diamond should be made of the same material with 
coal; that water should be chiefly composed of an 

* Childrea^i hooks have at all times been made upon the pemiciona 
plan of exciting wonder, generally horror, at whatever risk. The folly 
and misery occasioned by this error, it would be di£Scalt to estimate. 
The time may come when it will be felt and understood. At present, the 
inveterate habits of parents and nurses prevent the children from benetiting 
by the excellent lessons of Mrs. Barbauld and Miss Edgeworth. 
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inflammable substance ; that acids should be, for the 
most part, formed of different kinds of air, and that 
one of 'those acids, whose strength can dissolve almost 
any of the metals, should consist of the self-same in- 
gredients with the common air we breathe ; that salts 
should be of a metallic nature, and composed, in great 
part, of metals, fluid like quicksilver, but lighter than 
water, and which, without any heating, take fire upon 
being exposed to the air, and by burning, form the 
substance so abounding in saltpetre and in the ashes 
of burnt wood : these, surely, are things to excite the 
wonder of any reflecting mind-*-nay, of any one but 
little accustomed to reflect. And yet these are trifling 
when compared to the prodigies which Astronomy 
opens to our view : the enormous masses of the 
heavenly bodies ; their immense distances ; their 
countless numbers, and their motions, whose swiftness 
mocks the uttermost efforts of the imagination. 

Akin to this pleasure of contemplating new and 
extraordinary truths, is the gratification of a more 
learned curiosity, by tracing resemblances and rela- 
tions between things, which, to common apprehension, 
seem widely different. Mathematical science to think- 
ing minds affords this pleasure in a high degree. It 
is agreeable to know that the three angles of every 
triangle, whatever be its size, howsoever its sides may 
be inclined to each other, are always, of necessity, 
when taken together, the same in amount: that any 
regular kind of figure whatever, upon the one side of 
a right-angled triangle, is equal to the two figures of 
the same kind upon the two other sides, whatever be 
the size of the triangle : that the properties of an oval 
curve are extremely similar to those of a curve which 
appears the least like it of any, consisting of two 
branches of infinite extent, with their backs turned to 
each other. To trace such unexpected resemblances 
is, indeed, the object of all philosophy; and experi- 
mental science, in particular, is occupied with such 
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investigations, giving us general views, and enabling 
us to explain the appearances of nature, that is, to 
show how one appearance is connected with another. 
But we are now considering only the gratification 
derived from learning these things. It is surelv a 
satisfaction, for instance, to know that the same thmg, 
or motion, or whatever it is, which causes the sensa- 
tion of heat, causes also fluidity, and expands bodies in 
all directions ; that electricity, the light which is seen 
on the back of a cat when slightly rubbed on a frosty 
evening, is the xerj same matter with the lightning of 
the clouds; — ^that plants breathe like ourselves, but 
differently by day and by night ; — ^that the air which 
burns in our lamps enables a balloon to mount, and 
causes the globules of the dust of plants to rise, float 
through the air, and continue their race — ^in a word, is 
the inmiediate cause of vegetation. Nothing can at 
first view appear less like, or less likely to be caused 
by the same thing, than the processes of burning and 
of breathing, — ^the rust of metals and burning, — an 
acid and rust, — ^the influence of a plant on the air it 
grows in by night, and of an animal on the same air 
at any time, nay, and of a body burning in that air ; 
and yet all these are the same operation. It is an 
undeniable fact, that the very same thing which makes 
the fire burn, makes metals rust, forms acids, and 
enables plants and animals to breathe; that these 
operations, so unlike to common eyes, when examined 
by the light of science are the same, — ^the rusting of 
metals, — ^the formation of acids, — ^the burning of in- 
flammable bodies, — ^the breathing of animals, — and the 
growth of plants by night. To know this is a positive 
gratification. Is it not pleasing to find the same sub- 
stance in various situations extremely unlike each 
other; — to meet with fixed air as the produce of 
burning, of breathing, and of vegetation ; — ^to find that 
it is the choke-damp of mines, the bad air in the grotto 
at Naples, the cause of death in neglecting brewers' 
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vats, and of the brisk and acid flayour of Seltzer and 
other mineral spring ? Nothing can be less like than 
the working of a vast steam engine, of the old con- 
struction, and the crawling of a flj upon the window. 
Yet we find that these two operations are performed 
hj the same means, the weight of the ataosphere, and 
that a sea-horse climbs the ice-hills hj no other power. 
Can anything be more strange to contemplate? Is 
there in all the fairy tales that erer were fancied 
anything more calculated to arrest the attentio(n and 
to occupy and to gratify the mind, than this most 
unexpected resemblance between things so unlike to 
the eyes of ordinary beholders ? What more pleasing 
occupation than to see uncovered and bared before our 
eyes the very instrument and the process by which 
Nature works? Then we raise our views to the 
structure of the heavens ; and are again gratified with 
tracing accurate but most unexpected resemblances. 
Is it not in the highest degree interesting to find, that 
the power which keeps this earth in its shape, and in 
its path, wheeling upon its axis and round the sun, 
extends over all the other worlds that compose the 
universe, and gives to each its proper pkce and 
motion ; that this same power keeps the moon in her 
path round our earth, and our earth in its path round 
the sun, and each planet in its path; that the same 
power causes the tides upon our globe, and the peculiar 
form of the globe itself; and that, after all, it is the 
same power which makes a stone fall to the ground ? 
To learn these things, and to reflect upon them, 
occupies the faculties, fills the mind, and produces 
certain as well as pure gratification. 

But if the knowledge of the doctrines unfolded by 
science is pleasing, so is the being able to trace the 
steps by which those doctrines are investigated, and 
their truth demonstrated : indeed you cannot be said, 
in any sense of the word, to have learnt them, or to 
know them, if you have not so studied them as to per- 
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ceive how they are proved. Without this you nerer 
can expect to remember them long, or to understand 
them accurately ; and that would of itself be reason 
enough for examining closely the grounds they rest on. 
But there is the highest gratification of all, in being 
able to see distinctly those grounds, so as to be satisfied 
that a belief in the doctrines is well founded. Hence 
to follow a demonstration of a grand mathematical 
truth — ^to perceive how clearly and how inevitably 
one step succeeds another, and how the whole steps 
lead to tlie conclusion — to observe how cert&,inly and 
unerringly the reasoning goes on from things perfectly 
self-evident, and by the smallest addition at each step, 
every one being as easily taken after the one before 
as the first step of all was, and yet the result being 
something not only far from self-evident, but so general 
and strange, that you can hardly believe it to be true, 
and are only convinced of it by going over the whole 
reasoning — this operation of the understanding, to 
those who so exercise themselves, always affords the 
highest delight. The contemplation of experimental 
inquiries, and the examination of reasoning founded 
upon the facts which our experiments and observations 
disclose, is another fruitful source of enjoyment, and no 
other means can be devised for either imprinting the 
results upon our memory, or enabling us really to enjoy 
the whole pleasures of science. They who found the 
study of some branches dry and tedious at the first, 
have generally become more and more interested as 
they went on ; each difficulty overcome gives an addi- 
tional relish to the pursuit, and makes us feel, as it 
were, that we have by our work and labour established 
a right of property in the subject. Let any man pass 
an evening in vacant idleness, or even in reading some 
silly tale, and compare the state of his mind when he 
goes to sleep or gets up next morning with its state 
some other day when he has passed a few hours in 
going through the proofs, by lacts and reasoning, of 
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some of the great doctrines in Natural Science, learning 
truths wholty new to him, and satisfying himself by 
careful examination of the grounds on which known 
truths rest, so as to be not only acquainted with 
the doctrines themselves, but able to show why he 
belieyes them, and to prove before others that they 
are true; — ^he will find as great a difference as can 
exist in the* same being, — ^the difference betwe^i look- 
ing back upon time unprofitably wasted, and time spent 
in self-improvement : he will feel himself in the one case 
listless and dissatisfied, in the other comfortable and 
happy: in the one case, if he do not appear to himself 
humbled, at least he will not have earned any claim 
to his own respect; in the other case, he will enjoy 
a proud consciousness of having, by his own exertions, 
become a wiser, and therefore a more exalted creature. 
To pass our time in the study of the sciences, in 
learning what others have discovered, and in extend- 
ing the bounds of human knowledge, has, in all ages, 
been reckoned the most dignified and happy of human 
occupations ; and the name of Philosopher, or Lover 
of Wisdom, is given to those who lead such a life. 
But it is by no means necessary that a man should do 
nothing else than study known truths, and explore 
new, in order to earn this high title* Some of the 
greatest philosophers, in all ages, have been engaged 
in the pursuits of active life ; and an assiduous devotion 
of the bulk of our time to the work which our condition 
requires, is an important duty, and indicates the pos- 
session of practical wisdom. This, however, does by 
no means hinder us from applying the rest of our time, 
beside what nature requires for meals and rest, to the 
study of science ; and he who, in whatever station his 
lot may be cast, works his day's work, and improves 
his mind in the evening, as well as he who, placed 
above such necessity, prefers the refined and elevatiog 
pleasures of knowledge to the low gratification of the 
senses, richly deserves the name of a True Philosopher. 
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One of the most delightful treats which science 
affords us is the knowledge of the extraordinanr 
powers with which the human mind is endowed. No 
man, until he has studied philosophy, can have a just 
idea of the great things ifor which Providence has 
fitted his understanding — ^the extraordinary dispropor- 
tion which there is between his natural strength and 
the powers of his mind and the force he derives from 
them. When we survey the marvellous truths of 
Astronomy, we are first of all lost in the feeling of 
immense space^ and of the comparative insignificance 
of this globe and its inhabitants. But there soon 
arises a sense of gratification and of new wonder at 
perceiving how so insignificant a creature has been 
able to reach such a Knowledge of the unbounded 
system of the universe — to penetrate, as it were, 
through all space, and become familiar with the laws 
of nature at distances so enormous as to baffle our 
imagination — ^to be able to say, not merely that the 
Sun has 329,630 times the quantity of matter which 
our globe has, Jupiter 308^^0, and Saturn 93^ times; 
but that a pound of lead weighs at the Sun 22 lbs. 15 
ozs. 16 dwts. 8 grs. and | of a grain I at Jupiter 2 lbs. 
1 oz. 19 dwts. 1 gr. 1^ ; and at Saturn 1 lb. 3 ozs. 8 
dwts. 20 grs. T^T part of a grain ! And what is far 
more wonderful, to discover the laws by which the 
whole of this vast system is held together and main- 
tained through countless ages in perfect security and 
order. It is surely no mean reward of our labour to 
become acquainted with the prodigious genius of those 
who have almost exalted the nature of man above its 
destined sphere, when, admitted to a fellowship with 
these loftier minds, we discover how it comes to pass 
that, by universal consent, they hold a station apart, 
rising over all the Great Teachers of mankind, and 
spoken of reverently, as if Newton and Laplace were 
not the names of mortal men. 

The highest of all our gratifications in the contem- 
2b 
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plations of science remains ; we are raised by them to 
an understanding of the infinite wisdom and goodness 
which the Creator has displayed in his works. Not a 
step can we take in any direction without perceiving 
the most extraordinary traces of design ; and the skill 
everywhere conspicuous is calculated, in so vast a pro- 
portion of instances, to promote the happiness of living 
creatures, and especially of our own kmd, that we can 
feel no hesitation in concluding that, if we knew the 
whole scheme of Providence, every part would be 
found in harmony with a plan of absolute benevolence. 
Independently, however, of this most consoling infer- 
ence, the delight is inexpressible of being able to follow, 
as it were, with our eyes, the marvellous works of the 
Great Architect of Nature — ^to trace the -unbounded 
power and exquisite skill which are exhibited in the 
most minute, as well as the mightiest parts of his 
system. The pleasure derived from this study is 
unceasing, and so various, that it never tires the 
appetite. But it is unlike the low gratifications of 
sense in another respect : while those hurt the health, 
debase the understanding, and corrupt the feelings, 
this elevates and refines our nature, teaching us to look 
upon all earthly objects as insignificant, and below our 
notice, except the pursuit of knowledge, and the cul- 
tivation of virtue ; and giving a dignity and importance 
to the enjoyment of life, which the frivolous and the 
grovelling cannot even comprehend. 

Let us, then, conclude, that the Pleasures of Science 
go hand in hand with the solid benefits derived from 
it ; that they tend, unHke other gratifications, not only 
to make our lives more agreeable, but better; and 
that a rational being is bound by every motive of 
interest and of duty, to direct his mind towards pur- 
suits which are found to be the sure path of Virtue as 
well as of Happiness. 
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DISCOURSE OF POLITICAL SCIENCE. 



The Sciences which form the subject of our most useful 
study, and which, next to the cultivation of religion 
and the practice of virtue, are the source of our purest 
enjoyments in this world, may be divided into three 
great classes or branches, according to their several 
objects. Those objects are — ^the Relations of Abstract 
Ideas — the Properties of Matter—the Qualities of 
Mind. All the subjects of scientific research may be 
classed under one or other of these three heads ; and 
all the sciences may, accordingly, be ranged under one 
or other branch of a correspondiiiff threefold division. 

To the first branch belong the abstract ideas of 
quantity — ^that is, of space in its different forms and 
portions ; and of these the sdence of Geometry treats ; 
—the abstract ideas of number, which form the sub- 
ject of Arithmetic, general or particular, the one 
called Algebra, the other Common Arithmetic, the 
comparison and classification of all ideas, generally, 
whether abstract or not, and whether relating to 
matter or mind ; and this forms the subject of Logic, 
or the science of reasoning and classification. 

The first branch deals with mere abstract ideas, 
and has no necessary reference to actual existences; 
these form the subjects of the other two, which, ac- 
cordingly, do not, like the former^ rest wholly upon 
reasoning, but depend upon experience also. The one 
branch relating to matter, its properties and motions. 
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is termed Physics,* or Natural Philosophy ; the other, 
relating' to the nature and affections of the mind, is 
termea Metaphysics or Psychology, f or Moral or 
Mental Philosophy. 

Physical or Natural Philosophy is subdivided into 
yarious branches : one, for example, treating of weight 
and motion, is called Dynamics, or Mechanics and 
Statics; another, treating of the heavenly bodies, is 
termed Astronomy ; another, of light, is termed 
Optics ; another, of the qualities ana composition of 
suDstances, called Chemistry; another, of the pro- 
perties of living bodies, called Anatomy and Phy- 
siology; another, of the classification oi substances 
and animals, called Natural History. To all of these 
accurate observation and experiment may be applied, 
and to some of them mathematical principles, by which 
extraordinary progress has been made in extending 
our knowledge of tiie laws of nature. 

Moral or Mental Philosophy consists of two great 
subdivisions : one treating of the powers, faculties, and 
affections of the mind — ^that is, its intellectual as well 
as its moral or active powers — ^the faculties of the 
understandmg and those of the will, or our appetites 
and feelings as well as our intellects — and this branch 
treats of all spiritual existences, from the Oreat First 
Cause, the Creator and Preserver of the universe, to 
the mind of man and his habits, and down to the 
faculties and the instincts of the lower animals. This 
division is sometimes called Psychology, when that 
phrase is not used for the whole of moral science. 
The other subdivision treats of our duties towards the 
Deity and towards our fellow-creatures, and is gene- 
rally termed Ethics.^ But perhaps the better and 
more correct division of the whole of Moral Philosophy 
is to consider it in two points of view — as it treats of 

* From the Greek word signifying natural objects or qualities, 
f IVom the Greek word signifying to discourse of the soul or mind. 
t From the Greek for morals. 
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man in his individual capacity; and man as a mem- 
ber of society. This last branch is termed Political* 
Science, and forms the subject of the following Dis- 
course. 

We have already adverted to one important circum- 
stance which distinguishes both the two branches of 
science which treat of actual existences from those 
which treat of abstract ideas and their relations. The 
truths of both Natural and Moral Philosophy differ 
from those of abstract science in this important par- 
ticular, that they partly depend on experience and not 
exclusively on reasoning ; they are contingent, and not 
necessary ; the world, moral and material, might have 
been so constructed as to render untrue all thmgs now 
known to be true respecting it ; whereas the truths of 
abstract science, arithmetic for example, are inde- 
pendent of all contingencies, and do not result from 
any experience, and could not possibly have been 
different from what they are. It is easy to conceive a 
world in which bodies should attract each other by a 
wholly different law from that of gravitation ; but we 
cannot form to ourselves the idea of any state of things 
in which two and two should not be equal to four, nor 
the three angles of a triangle equal to two right angles. 
It follows that, in the sciences both of matter and of 
mind, we must be content with evidence of an inferior 
kind to that which the mathematical sciences employ ; 
and resting satisfied with as high a degree of pro- 
bability as we can attain, must draw our practical 
conclusions with the hesitation which such a liability 
to error naturally prescribes. 

The first, or abstract branch, is capable of apphca- 
tion to the other two. The precision with which the 
qualities and the functions of matter are observable, 
and the ease with which these may be subjected to 
experiment, enable us to investigate them with great 

• From the Greek for city or state — the different communities in Greece 
baying originally been cities and their a^oining territories. 
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facility, and to draw our general conclusions with mucli 
certainty. But this power is greatly increased by the 
use of mathematical principles, which enable us to 
deduce general inferences from observed facts, the 
truth of which facts being admitted, those inferences 
follow as absolute and necessary, and not as matter of 
contingent truth. Thus the observations of astro- 
nomers show certain appearances of the heavenly 
bodies ; the observations of mechanicians show certain 
things respectmg falling bodies on our globe. But 
Suppose the truth of such observations to he admitted, 
mathematical reasoning shows, without the possibility 
of error or of doubt, that the power of ^gravitation 
extends to the heavens, and that the planets wheel 
round the sun as their centre by the same power 
which makes a stone fall to the ground if unsupported. 
This inference is a certain and necessarv truth, if the 
facts be true which our observation teaches ; and such 
a mixture of necessary with contingent truths, forms a 
very large portion of Physics, or jNatural Philosophjr. 
But it is only in a few cases that we can obtain the aid 
of mathematical reasoning to render our inferences 
|i certain and necessary from facts observed in the 

science of mind, as it is also comparatively few observa- 
1 tions and experiments that we are enabled to make 

|l upon its qualities. Hence there is a far less degree of 

^ certainty in this than we can attain in the phy^cal 

sciences, and hence we ought to be doubly on our 
guard against dogmatism and intolerance of other 
men's opmions in sdl the departments of this less exact 
philosophy. The controversies which have oftentimes 
arisen among metaphysicians, strongly illustrate how 
little the positive dogmatism and exdusivo intolerance 
of men holding one class of opinions towards those who 
held another, was in proportion to the degree of evi- 
dence upon which their inquiries proceeded. Mathe- 
maticians who run hardly any risk of error — ^naturalists 
who run but little more — have never been so bigoted 
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and so uncharitable as those whose speculations are 
fated to be always involyed in more or less of doubt ; 
and when we come to political reasoners, we find, 
beside the intolerance of metaphysicians^ a new source 
of error and of fault in the excitement which the in- 
terests of men, real or supposed, lend to their passions. 
It would, however, be an equally groundless and a 
very pernicious error to run from the extreme of dog- 
matism into the extreme of scepticism, and to suppose 
that because the evidence upon which our conclusions 
in moral science rest is inferior to the proofs of mathe- 
matical, and even of physical truth, therefore we 
cannot trust the deductions of ethical principles, or 
their applications to the affairs of men as members of 
political communities. The more nice and subtle points 
of metaphysical philosophy are those upon whicn the 
chief doubts prevail. Some portions of psychology 
are placed above the reach of the human faculties, as 
indeed are some of the more intimate qualities of 
matter ; and it is eminently improbable that we shall 
ever be able to ascertain the essential nature of mind; 
but so no more are we ever likely to ascertain the 
ultimate cause of gravitation, or to penetrate into 
the laws which govern the primary combinations of 
material particles. Still, the more important, because 
the more practical, subjects of our inquiries into the 
nature of the human mind, the laws which govern man's 
habits as an individual, and the principles of human 
action upon which the structure of society and its 
movements depend, are not placed on such unap- 
proachable heights. Within certain limits, safe con- 
clusions can be drawn respecting these important 
matters. Facts may be observed, collected, and gene- 
ralized, not, certainly, with the perfect accuracy which 
can be attained in the inductions of physical science, 
yet still with sufficient correctness to form the ground- 
work of safe practical inferences. General prmciples 
of Moral and PoUtical Science may thus be established. 
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by reasoning upon the results of experience ; and from 
those principles, rules for our guidance may be drawn, 
highly useful both in the regulation of the individual 
understanding, and in managmg the concerns of com- 
munities of men. To deny that Morals and Politics 
may be reduced to a science, because the truths of 
Natural Philosophy rest upon more clear evidence and 
assume a more precise form, would be as absurd as 
to deny that experimental science is deserving of the 
name, because its proofs are more feeble, and its 
propositions less definite and less closely connected 
together than those of pure mathematics. 

But it is more especially with Political Philosophy 
that we have now to do ; and there are many reasons 
why its truths should be better capable of clear de- 
monstration and of distinct statement than those of 
the other branches of Moral or Ethical Science. 

1. In the first place, although each individual by 
his consciousness is continually m a situation that en- 
ables him to make observations on the human faculties 
by attending to the operations of his own mind, yet 
we know that hardly any habit is later acquired by 
the few who ever learn it at all, than the habit of 
turning the observation inwards, and making the mind 
the subject of its own contemplations. It is a process, 
indeed, which not one person in a hundred thousand 
ever thinks of undertaking. But the bulk of mankind 
are poUtical observers. The operations of government, 
the habits and proceedings of the people, the conduct 
of communities, their fortunes and their fate, form 
the daily subject of reflection with all persons even of 
an ordinary degree of intelligence in every civilized 
country, and do not escape the observation of the bulk 
of the people, even in communities subject to such 
restraints from the structure of their governments, as 
to render the open discussion of such matters hardly 
possible in any class of society. Hence the observa- 
tion of facts on political subjects is performed almost 
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nniyersally at all times, whether these facts are col- 
lected and classified or not. 

2. It follows, in the next place, that the appetite for 
knowledge of this description is far more generally 
diffused than for either moral or ethical knowledge; 
that numberless bodies of men in every country con- 
ceive themselves interested in political subjects, who 
would regard metaphysical speculations as wholly 
foreign to their concerns; and that there prevails 
everywhere a strong desire for such information, im- 
less in places where misgovernment may have actually 
reduced the minds of the community to a state bor- 
dering upon the dulness and insensibility of the brute 
creation. 

3. Thirdly. The facts on which Political Science 
rests are more plain, manifest, and tangible, than those 
which form the subject of Moral Pnilosonhy in its 
other branches. Those facts are more obvious ; they 
are perceptible in most cases to the senses ; they are 
reducible to number and measure. The accumulation 
or diminution of public wealth, — ^the prosperity or 
suffering of the people, — ^the progress of population, — 
the quiet or disturbed state of a country, — ^the pre- 
valence of one portion or order of a state over the 
others, — ^the effect of a particular form of government, 
— ^the changes consequent upon its altered structure ; 
all these are matters of distmct observation, and most 
of them subject to exact calculation. But these, and 
such as these, are the facts upon which the doctrines 
of Political Science are grounded, and these doctrines 
are the results of reasoning upon such facts. 

4. Fourthly. The mere facts themselves connected 
with pohtical science are far more important and 
far more interesting than those on which the other 
branches of moral philosophy rest. The pecuhar 
action of the intellectual faculties, or of the feelmgs 
and passions, is not a subject of great extent. All we 
know of it^ is soon told, and there is but little variety 
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in different mdividuals as far as it is concerned. Dif- 
ferent characters may be described, and the history 
of individuals affords great entertainment, as well as 
the matter of much interestmg reflection ; but unless 
their actions are also comprehended in the narrative, 
the interest flags, and the story can scarcely go on ; 
and those actions almost always come within the 
province of Political Science. The intellectual or moral 
habits of men as individuals, apart from their conduct, 
form a small and not an extremely interesting chapter 
in the history of man. But how different are those 
facts with wfiich the political observer is concerned! 
The mere history of national affairs— the narrative of 
those public events which take place — ^the changes 
in the condition and fortunes of whole communities — 
their relations with each other, whether in peace or 
war — ^the rise and decay of great institutions affecting 
the welfare of millions — ^the progress of a policy upon 
which the happiness, nay, the very existence of whole 
nations depends — the varieties in the governments 
under which they live — ^the influence of those Govern- 
ments upon the condition of the people — ^the effects 
which they produce upon their intercourse with other 
countries, — all these are subjects of most interesting 
contemplation in themselves, as mere facts, wholly 
independent of any general views to which tiiey may 
lead, or of any practical conclusions which may be 
derived from them. 

Mr. Hume has written an ingenious and a sound 
dissertation, to prove that Pontics — meaning the 
branch which treats of the structure of governments 
— ^may be reduced to a science; and he illustrates 
this by deducing from Political Bfistory certain gene- 
ral prmciples which must at all times and in all circum- 
stances hold true. But whether he be right or not, 
even if there were no means of drawing such strictly 
and universally true inferences, at least the import- 
ance of the facts which the political reasoner deals 
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with must be confessed, and the great interest which 
attaches to the mere knowledge of those facts cannot 
be doubted. 

6. Lastly. We may observe that, the facts in 
question being of a public nature, and so known to 
the world at large, a better security is afforded for 
their being accurately observed and truly recorded. 
History, statistics, the narrative of public events, the 
details of national affairs, — ^these are the sources from 
which the political reasoner draws his facts. Estab- 
lished institutions, bodies of law, universally known 
customs, wars, treaties, the manifest state of the 
world in its various regions at different times, — ^these 
are the facts upon wnich the poUtical philosopher 
rea^ns, which he generalizes, from which he draws 
his conclusions, on which he builds his systems. But 
we shall be the better able to appreciate the pecuhar 
excellence of this study if we now take a survey of 
the science itself, and thus present, as it were, a map 
of it to the eye, with the natural limits and boundaries 
of the various provinces into which it is divided. 

The great family of mankind dispersed over the 
earth occupy its various portions in various bodies or 
communities, each bound together by certain ties, and 
bearing in those portions a general resemblance to, or 
having distinctive features m which they differ from, 
the rest. These communities differ in their customs, 
character, and institutions; in their general circum- 
stances and degree of civilization. The nature of their 
institutions, — of the various establishments for public 
purposes which exist for the management of their 
common affairs, — of the regimen under which and 
the rules by which the members of each community, 
whether compelled by force, or agreeing voluntarily, 
continue to hve ; — in a word, the Domestic Manage- 
ment of each state — forms the subject of the first great 
branch or province of Political Science. The second 
relates to the intercourse of different communities with 
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each other ; the mutual relations of the different com- 
munities ; the principles of rules estahlished for their 
demeanour towards one another; — in a word, the 
external affairs of each state, but the national con- 
cerns of the whole considered as one general com- 
munity, the members of which are not individuals, 
but separate states. The former province is called 
Domestic Policy — ^the latter. Foreign or International 
Policy. 

Domestic Policy is subdivided into two branches. 

£ach community must be subject to some kind of 
rule, or regimen, or government; some force estab- 
lished for restraining the excesses of individuals, for 
preventing wrongs and creating and protecting rights, 
and for superintending those things which are neces- 
sary to the pubhc security and conducive to the public 
benefit, but which, if left to individuals, never could be 
accomphshed at all, and finalljr, for representing the 
commumty m its intercourse with other states. The 
nature of this rule or government differs in different 
countries from the accidents of events, and from the 
peculiarities of natural situation and of national char- 
acter. The different forms of government, — the dis- 
tribution in each state of the power by which its 
people are ruled, — ^the arrangements which result 
from these diversities, — their influence upon the 
security, improvement, comfort, and happiness of the 
people in each — are the facts from which the prin- 
ciples must be drawn which constitute the Science of 
Government. 

This science, then, forming the first great sub- 
division of Domestic and National Polity, treats of two 
important matters, — ^first, the Principles relating to 
the establishment of all Government generally, and 
on which the estabhshment of the social relation, the 
formation of any connexion between the ruler and the 
people, depends ; and, secondly, the principles relating 
to the distribution of power in different states, — ^in 
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other words, the different Constitutions or Forms of 
Government in different countries. 

But there is another great subdivision of Doniestic 
PoUty, not inferior in importance to the former, and 
although intimately connected with it, yet easily dis- 
tinguishable from it. The manner in which men 
manage their private concerns, — ^the course they pur- 
sue in their dealings with each other, — ^their way of 
exerting their industry for their subsistence, or com- 
fort, or indulgence, — these proceedings may take 
place independent of the form of government under 
which they live; and, indeed, as no ruler has any- 
thing to do with them, if each government did its 
duty, these proceedings would go on nearly in the 
same way under all governments, and only be affected 
incidentally by the difference in the form of each. 
Although, therefore, the interference of governments 
directly, and their influence indirectly, may affect 
men's conduct of their own affairs, still the principles 
which regulate that conduct, and the effects resulting 
from it, form a subject of consideration evidently dis- 
tinguishable from that of government. This subject, 
then, relates to the wealth, the population, the edu- 
cation, of the people ; and the conduct of the govern- 
ment, in respect to these- particulars, forms an import- 
ant part of the discussion. This branch of the subject 
is termed Economics, or Political Economy, because 
it relates to the management of a nation's domestic 
affairs as private economy does to the ateiirs of a 
family. The most important subject of Political 
Economy is the accumulation and distribution of 
wealth in all its branches, including foreign and colo- 
nial as well as domestic commerce. But it also treats 
of the principles which regulate the maintenance, 
increase, or diminution of population, — ^the religious 
and civil education of the people, — the provisions 
necessary for securing the due administration of 
justice, civil and criminal, and, as subservient to 



Digitized by 



Google 



384 OBJECTS, PLEASURES, AJTD 

these, the maintenance of police — ^the measures re- 
quired for supporting the public expenditure or the 
financial system — the precautions necessary for the 
public defence or the military system — and generally 
all institutions, whether supported by private exertions 
or by the State, the objects of which are of a public 
nature.* 

Intimately connected with Political Economy, and, 
indeed, running as it were through all its subdivisions, 
is Political Arithmetic, or the application of figures to 
the various subjects of which Political Economy treats, 
— as the details of public wealth, commerce, education, 
finance, population, civil and militaiy establishments; 
all of which may be made more or less the subject of 
calculation from given facts. Statistics, or the record 
of all the facts relating to the actual situation of dif- 
ferent countries, in these several respects, is, properly 
speaking, a branch of Political Arithmetic. 

The function of making those laws which are re- 
quired from time to time for the government of a 
community, is vested in the supreme power of the 
State ; and the important office of Legislation, accord- 
ingly, is variously performed in different countries 
according to the cufferent constitutions of each. In all 
States a great portion of the law is derived firom 
custom, handed down by tradition and acted upon in 
practice, through a succession of ages. This is called 
Common or Unwritten Law, as contradistinguished 
from Statute or Written I^w ; and though some 
nations have from time to time reduced to writing the 
provisions of the Common Law, thus furnishing them- 
selves with Codes which comprehended all their laws, 
yet in all Systems of Law the distinctions between the 
two species may be traced; and even where a Code 
exists, it is known what portions of it were once Custom- 

• These subjects may be separated from Political Economy and treated 
under the head of Functions of Government ; they come under what the 
French call U Droit Achnintstratif, 
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ary or Common Law, because the other, or Statu- 
tory enactments, are known to have been first intro- 
duced at a particular time, .whereas the Common Law 
had been used before it was reduced into writing. The 
different laws of each State range themselves under the 
various heads to which they belong, those heads being 
the different subdivisions of the two great branches 
of Domestic Policy — ^the Political and Economical — 
already referred to. But there are certain general 
principles of Legislation which are of universal appli- 
cation, just as mere are certain principles relating to 
Government, and certain principles relating to Econo- 
mics, which are general, and do not depend upon the 
particular institutions established, or the particular 
systems adopted in different countries. The science of 
Jurisprudence treats of those general principles, and 
may be reckoned an appendix, but a most important 
one, to the branch of Domestic Policy. 

The other main branch of Political Science considers 
nations as individuals forming a portion of a larger 
community — a community of nations ; and treats of the 
principles which ought to govern them in their mutual 
intercourse. Those views which form the foundatk)n of 
this science of Foreign or International Policy, are 
evidently, from their nature, a refinement introduced 
in a late period of society, because those views assume 
that communities, each of which is supreme and can 
have no superior on earth, are willing to regard them- 
selves as subject to certain rules in their mtercourse 
with other nations, — ^rules which no common chief can 
enforce, but the observance of which is rendered ex- 
pedient by the interests of all, and which, therefore, 
are generally regarded as binding. 

These rules are either those of sound policy or those 
of strict justice. The former class presents certain 
maxims as useful in regulating the conduct of nations 
towards each other, in order to provide for the general 
security, by preventing any one from becoming too 
2c 
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powerful, and thus dangerous to the independence of 
the others. The latter class acknowledges certain 
rights as belonging to each community, and denounces 
the infraction of these rights as a pubUc wrong, giving 
the injured party a title to seek redress by force. 
Thus this Second Branch of political science consists of 
two subdivisions, — ^the one treats of the principles of 
policy which should guide nations in their mutual 
intercourse of peace and war, in the negotiation of 
treaties, the formation of aUiances offensive and defen- 
sive, the combination of weak States to resist a stronger 
one, the precautions necessary for preventing too great 
acquisition of strength by any one State to the derange- 
ment of what is termed the general Balance of Power. 
These principles form the subject of Foreign Policy. 
The other suodivision treats of the rights of nations, — 
those rights in peace and war which are by conunon 
consent admitted to belong to each, because the common 
interests of humanity, the prevention of war, and the 
mitigation of its evils when it does occur, require some 
such general understanding and consent ; and the rules 
relating to this second subdivision are called the Law 
of Nations or International Law — of which the true 
description is, that it forms the code by which the 
great community of nations are governed, or ought to 
be governed, in their conduct towards each other, as 
Municipal Law is the code by which the individual 
members of any particular community are governed in 
their intercourse with one another. It is a very 
common error to confound with this branch of law 
many of the general principles of jurisprudence ap- 
plicable to all nations, and to term these a portion of 
the Law of Nations.* 



* In the following series the subject of Jarispradence and International 
Law will be only treated incidentally, as the other matters to which they 
relate requue, and not under separate heads. The same may be said of 
the other division of the second branch, namely, Foreign Policy, a conduct 
prescribed to nations by their mntual interests in their mutual intercooise. 
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It IS obvious that of all sciences which form the 
subject of human study, none is calculated to afford 
greater pleasure, and few so great to the student, as 
the important one of which we have just been describ- 
ing the nature and the subdivisions. In common with 
the different branches of Natural Philosophy, it pos- 
sesses all the interest derived from the contemplation 
of important truths, the first and the purest of the 
pleasures derived from any department of science. 
There is a positive pleasure in that exercise of the 
mental faculties which the investigation of mathe- 
matical and physical truth affords. The contemplation 
of mathematical and physical truths is, in itself, always 
pleasing and wholesome to the mind. There is a real 
pleasure in tracing the relations between figures and 
between substances, the resemblances unexpectedly 
found to exist among those which seem to differ, the 
precise differences found to exist between one finger 
and another, or one body and another. Thus, to find 
that the sum of the angles of all triangles, be their size 
or their form what it may, is uniformly the same, or 
that all circles, fi*om the sun down to a watch-dial, are 
to each other in one fixed proportion, as the squares of 
their diameters, is a matter of pleasing contemplation 
which we are glad to learn and to remember from the 
very constitution of our minds. So there is a great, 
even an exquisite pleasure in learning the composition 
of bodies, iii knowing, for instance, that water, once 
behoved to be a simple element, is composed of the 
more considerable of two substances, which make, 
when united with heat in a certain form, the air we 
bum and the air we breathe ; that rust is the com- 
bination of this last, substance with metals; that flame 
is supported by it ; that respiration is performed by 
means of it ; that rusting, breathing, and burning, are 
all processes of the same kind ; that two of the alkaline 
salts are themselves rusts of metals, one of these metals 
being lighter than water, burning spontaneously when 
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exposed to the air, without any heat, and forming the 
salt by its combination. To know these things, and to 
contemplate such relations between bodies or operations 
seeminffly so unlike, is in a high degree deli^htfol, 
even if no practical use could be made of such know- 
ledge. So the sublime truths of astronomy afford 
extensive gratification to the student. To find that 
the planets and the comets which wheel round the sun 
with a swiftness immensely greater than that of a 
cannon-ball, are retained in meir vast orbits by the 
same power which causes a stone to fall to the ground; 
that this power, with their Tarious motions, moulds 
those bodies into the forms they have assumed ; that 
their motions and the arrangem^oit of their paths cause 
their mutual action to operate in such a manner, as to 
make their course constantly vary, but also to prevent 
them from ever deviating beyond a certain pomt, and 
that the deviation being governed by fixed rules, never 
can exceed in any direction a certain amount, so as to 
preserve the perpetual duration of the svstem ; — such 
truths as these transport the mind with amazement, 
and fill it with a pure and unwearying delight. This 
is the first and most legitimate pleasure of ]^osophy. 
As much and the like pleasure fe afforded by contem- 
plating the truths of Moral Science. To trace the 
connexion of the mental faculties with each other ; to 
mark how they are strengthened or enfeebled; to 
observe their variety of resemblance in different in- 
dividuals; to ascertain their influence on the bodily 
functions, and the influence of the body upon them; 
to compare the human with the brute mmd ; to pursue 
the various forms of animal instinct ; to examine the 
limits of instinct and reason in all tribes ; — ^these are 
the sources of as pleasing contemplation as any which 
the truths of abstract or of physical science can bestow; 
from these contemplations we reap a gratification un- 
alloyed with any pain, and removed far above all risk 
of the satiety and disgust to which the grosser indul- 
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gences of sense are subject. But the study of PoKtical 
Science is equally ferule in the materials of pleasing 
contemplation. The exaibination of those principles 
^hich bind men together in communities, and enable 
them to exercise their whole mental powers in the 
most effectual and worthy maimer ; the knowledge of 
the means by which theh* happiness can be best secured 
and their virtues most promoted; the examination of 
the various forms in which the social system is found 
to exist: the tracing all the modifications which the 
general principles of ethics and of polity undergo in 
every variety of circumstances, both physical and 
moral ; the discovery of resemblances in cases where 
nothing but contrasts might be expected ; the observa- 
tion of the effects produced by the diversities of poli- 
tical systems ; the following of schemes of polity from 
their most rude beginnings to their greatest perfection, 
and pursuing the gradual development of some master- 
principle through all the stages of its progress — these 
are studies which would interest a rational bein^, even 
if he could never draw from them any practical in- 
ference for the government of his own conduct, or the 
improvement of the society he belonged to — ^nay, even 
if he belonged to another species and was merely sur- 
veying the history and the state of human society as a 
curious observer, in like manner as we study the works 
of the bee, the beaver, and the ant. How prodigiously 
does the interest of such contemplations rise when it is 
the political habits of our own species that we are exa- 
minmg, and when, beside the sympathy naturally felt 
in the fortunes of our fellow-creatures of other coun- 
tries, at every step of our inquiry we enjoy the satis- 
faction of comparing their institutions with our own, of 
marking how far they depart from the same model, 
and of tracing the consequences of the variety upon 
the happiness of millions of brings like ourselves I 
How analogo;is is this gratification to the kindred 
pleasure derived from Comparative Anatomy, which 
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enables us to mark the resemblances and the dif- 
ferences in structmre and in functions between the 
frame of other animals and our own ! 

From the contemplation of political truth our minds 
rise naturally, and by a process also of legitimate reason- 
ing like that which discovers those truths, towards the 
great Creator of the universe, the Source of all that we 
have been surveying by the light of science — ^the Al- 
mighty Being who made the heavens and the earth, 
ana sustains the frame <rf the world by the word of His 
power. But He also created the mind of man, bestowed 
upon him a thinking, a reasoning, and a feeling nature, 

J)laced him in a universe of wonders, endowedmrn with 
acuities to comprehend them, and to rise by his medita- 
tion to a knowledge of their Great First Cause. The 
moral world, then, affords additional evidence of the 
creating and preserving power, and its contemplations 
also raise the mind to a communion with its maker. 
Shall any doubt be entertained that the like pleasing 
and useful consequences result from a study of Man 
in his political capacity, and a contemplation of the 
structure and functions of the Political world ? The 
nice adaptation of our species for the social state ; the 
increase of our powers, as well as the multiplication of 
our comforts and our enjoyments, by union of purpose 
and action; the subserviency of the laws governing the 
nature and motions of the material world to the uses 
of man in his social state; the tendency of his mental 
faculties and moral feelings to further the progress of 
social improvement; the predisposition of political com- 
binations, even in unfavourable circumstances, to pro- 
duce good, and the inherent powers by which evil is 
avoided, compensated, or repaired; the singular laws, 
partly physical, and partly moral, by which the numbers 
of mankmd are maintained, and the balance of the 
sexes preserved with imerring certainty; — these form 
only a portion of the marvels to which the eyes of the 
political observer are pointed, and by which his atten- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ADVAKTAGBS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE. 391 

tion is arrested; for there is hardly any one political 
arrangement which by its structure and functions does 
not shed a light on the capacities of human nature, and 
illustrate the power and the wonders of the Providence 
to which man looks as his Maker and Preserver. Such 
contemplations connected with all the branches of 
science, and only neglected by the superficial or the 
perverted, are at once the reward of philosophic labour, 
the source of true devotion, the guide of wise and 
virtuous conduct: they are the true end of all our 
knowledge, and they give to- each portion of it a double 
value and a higher relish. 

The last — ^but in the view of many, probably most 
men, the most important — advantage derived from the 
sciences is their practical adaptation to the uses of life. 
It is not correct — ^it is the very reverse of the truth — 
to represent this as the only real, and, as it were, tan- 
gible profit derived from scientific discoveries or philo- 
sophical pursuits in general. There cannot be a greater 
oversight or greater confusion of ideas than that in 
which such a notion has its origin. It is nearly akin 
to the fallacy which represents profitable or productive 
labour as only that kind of labour by which some sub- 
stantial or material thing is produced or fashioned. The 
labour which of all others most benefits a community, 
the superior order of labour which governs, defends, 
and improves a state, is by this fallacy excluded from 
the title of productive, merely because, instead of 
bestowing additional value on one mass or parcel of a 
nation's capital, it gives additional value to the whole of 
its property, and gives it that quaUty of security with- 
out which all other value would be worthless. So they 
who deny the importance of mere scientific contempla- 
tion, and exclude from the uses of science the pure and 
real pleasure of discovering, and of learning, and of 
surveying its truths, forget how many of the enjojments 
derived from what are called the practical applications 
of the sciences, resolve themselves into gratifications 
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of a merely contemplative kind. Thus, the steam 
engine is confessed to be the most useful application of 
machinery and of chemistry to the arts. Would it not 
be so if steam navigation were its onl^ result, and if no 
one used a steam-boat but for excursions of curiosity or 
of amusement ? Would it not be so if steam engines 
had never been used but in the fine arts? So a 
microscope is a useful practical application of optical 
science as well as a telescope — and a telescope would 
be so, although it were only used in examining distant 
views for our amusement,* or in showing us the real 
figures of the planets, and were of no use in navigation 
or in war. The mere pleasure, then, of tracing rela- 
tions, and of contemplating general laws in the material, 
the moral, and the poUtical world, is the direct and 
legitimate value of science ; and all scientific truths are 
important for this reason, whether they ever lend any 
aia to the common arts of life or no. In like manner 
the mental gratification afforded by the scientific con- 
templations of Natural Religion are of great value, 
independent of their much higher virtue m mending 
the heart and improving the life, — towards which 
important object, indeed, all the contemplations of 
science more or less directly tend, — and in this higher 
sense all the pleasures of science are justly considered 
as Practical Uses. 

But the applications to the common affairs of life, 
which generally go by that name, are also of great 
value. The Physical Sciences are profusely rim in 
these. The speculations of the moralist are also of 
great value in teaching us the discipline of the under- 
standing, in improving the feelings, and in cultivating 
virtuous sentiments ; they are of still greater service 
in helping those concerned about the government of 
men. But the study of Political Philosophy is cer- 
tainly, of all others, the most fruitful in beneficial 
results of what is usually called a practical kind. If 
almost proverbially "the proper study of mankind is 
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man," the most important application of the doctrines 
which moral science teaches respecting his nature is 
miquestionably that whereby we learn his position, 
habits, interests, rights, and duties as the member of a 
ciyil community. The science which treats of the 
structure of goyernment, which makes the experience 
of one age or nation benefit anoliier, and saye it the 
price, and inconvenience, and delay of failure, pointing 
out the errors committed in various systems of civil 
or commercial polity, showing how these are to be 
corrected or shunned, and showing how such systems 
may most effectually and most saiely be improved so 
as to secure the happiness of the people — ^the science 
which expounds the best modes of legislation, the true 
principles of jurisprudence, the more efficacious manner 
of executing, as well as of making laws — which defines 
the rights of the people and their duties, as well as 
those of their rulers, explains the rights of one nation 
with respect to another, and shows both the duty and 
the wisdom of combining order with freedom at home, 
and independence with peace abroad : — surely tliis 
science, if it be not, of all others, the most useful to 
every state, nay to every individual citizen at every 
period, at least yields to none in real practical impor- 
tance. The benefits which it helps us to obtain, the 
errors which it leads us to correct, the dangers which 
it enables us to avoid, are the most important, because 
those benefits, and errors, and dangers affect the whole 
affairs of nations, and nearly concern every individual 
member of the community directly or indirectly. No- 
thing can be more plain than this proposition; but 
incidentally it will derive additional illustration when 
we now proceed to consider the objections which have 
been sometimes raised against teaching it. To take 
only one illustration at present — how nearly does the 
advantage resulting from the examination of foreign 
constitutions resemble the benefits derived to human 
Physiology from studying the anatomy of the lower 
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animals! This branch of Political Science may be 
justly termed the Comparative Anatomy of Govern- 
ment ; and if studied with a constant regard to general 
principles of poKcy, their illustration from the struc- 
ture and functions of various systems of polity, and 
the modification they undergo by the diversities of 
each, this science is calculated to throw useful light on 
the general subject of Political Philosophy, and lend 
us vSuable improvement to the knowledge of our own 
system, exactiy as the Comparative Anatomy of the 
body extends our knowledge of Physiology, and im- 
proves our acquaintance witn the human frame. 

No one has ever, in any free state, hardly in any 
civilized country, denied the advantages of Political 
Science, or objected to its being learned by certain 
classes: nothing so absurd was ever yet attempted. 
But an opinion at one time prevailed, and it still has 
some adherents, that political subjects are not fit for 
discussion among the great body of the people, and 
that, therefore, many who do not deny the propriety 
of instructing them in other branches of knowledge, 
have objected to then' being taught the doctrines of 
Political Philosophy. The rich and the powerful 
might study such matters: the rulers and the law- 
givers of the country, or the upper classes of the 
community, might learn them, and treatises might be 
written for, or lectures delivered to, them and their 
children, or addressed to other select circles, upon the 
great subjects of National Polity : but the people 
were to care for none of these things, — ^they might 
read a newspaper or attend an election meeting ; but 
political knowledge was a thing above their reach and 
out of their line, — a thing for their betters, and with 
which it was both useless and perilous for the working 
classes to meddle. The time is certainly past ana 
gone, never to return, when such preposterous doctrines 
could find any general acceptance in this country or in 
France ; though in other parts of Europe they still are 
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found to pass current. Yet even in France, Germany, 
and England herself, a modification of the same 
fallacy is to be traced as influencing the iudgments of 
man^ respectable men, even of some wnose general 
opinions are not bigoted or illiberal: it leads to the 
entertaining a strong prejudice against the diffusion of 
political knowledge, to a wish that the people at large 
could be cured ot their taste for it, and to an alarm at 
the dangers likely to result from it to the peace and 
good order of society. It becomes a duty, therefore, 
to examine a little more closely this objection, and 
see whether it really has any force. Let us begin 
by stating the argument usea by the objectors ; but, 
first of all, let us observe that the main objection 
is to Pohtics, as contra-distinguished from Political 
Economy ; that is, to the first subdivision of the great 
branch of Domestic Policy. Of its other subdivisions. 
Economic Science, and of the second branch, Interna- 
tional Policy, the objectors are more careless, and 
some would rather have the former of these — Political 
Economy — taught, provided Politics commonly so 
called, — that is, the principles, and structure, and 
functions of government, were exempt from the pubUc 
scrutiny, and withdrawn from the province of the 
popular teacher. 

The argument of the objectors is this, — ^No human 
institution is or can be perfect : and the governments 
established in all the countries of Europe having their 
origin in early and unenlightened times, necessarily 
partake more or less largefy of the imperfection inci- 
dent to the works of man. They present, therefore, 
many points of objection to those who live in a more 
refined period of society ; nor is it possible to deny that 
many things would be avoided as absurd or pernicious 
in the present times, if we had now to frame, for the 
first time, our political institutions. It thus becomes 
impossible to examine either our own or other systems 
of government without pointing out many faults in 
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them ; nor can the sound principles of civil polity be 
unfolded without leading to inferences disparaging to 
the system we live under. Nay, it would be impos- 
sible, and, if it were possible, it would be dishonest to 
shun the reference to existing circumstances and the 
established order of things in explaining the funda- 
mental principles of sound poUcy, against which the 
institutions of the state are found cleany to sin. Hence 
it is argued, that the people, being thus taught, are 
rendered discontented with their government, and 
excited to a desire of change. 

1. We may begin by observing that much of the 
real force of this objection is presented against a 
factious, unfair, exaggerated discussion of political sub- 
jects, undertaken in the disguise of a fair and honest 
course of instruction. That treatises, and still more, 
lectures to the people, may have a pernicious effect if 
the teacher abuses his office, and makes himself a 
partizan or a demagogue, is not denied. • But it by no 
means follows that the science of government may not 
safely be taught. For. after all, it is a practical, an 
experimental science. If there be no real mischiefs 
occasioned by any alleged defects in any given system 
of polity, — ^if the evils charged upon it are merely 
speculative and almost nominS, — ^if the people do not 
feel any inconvenience from them, — ^if they produce no 
consequences which are generally seen, and by all who 
observe them freely admitted, — ^nay, if the evils be not 
actually felt as well as remarked and confessed, — ^we 
may be well assured that the allegation of the defects 
existing will be received as groundless, because, prac- 
tically speaking, the arrangement called in question is 
not defective. No argument in a speech, no exhorta- 
tion in a treatise or a lecture, can make men think 
they are oppressed, or ill governed, or suffering in any 
way, when they are in reality free and happy ; or can 
succeed to a considerable extent in persuading the 
audience or the disciples that they are uncomfortably 
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circumstanced, and ought to be discontented, when 
they know and feel that they are living at their ease 
and ought to be satisfied. 

2. But suppose the defects do exist, and that the 
people suffer under them, it is fit and proper that the 
causes of the evil should be probed, and should be 
pointed out without any resenre. It is certain that 
the not doing so will never prevent the people from 
feeling discontented ; on the contrary, if they are left 
to feel the pressure, and do not know distinctly from 
whence it proceeds, both their discontent is likely to 
be increased beyond its just amount, and it is likely to 
take a wrong direction. The lessons taught by honest 
and skilful instructors will both reduce the complaint 
within the bounds of moderation, and prevent blame 
from being imputed to harmless measures, inoffending 
men, and unexceptionable institutions. K any illustra- 
tion were wanting of the dangers to which the peace 
as well as the general prosperity of a country may be 
exposed from popular ignorance, we might instance the 
disturbances so often arising in all parts of the world 
from the popular indignation against the exporters of 
com durmg a scarcity, or the use of machinery in 
times of manufacturing distress. But ignorance of the 
nature of government may produce the like mischiefe. 

The necessity of some considerable degree of re^ 
straint to the well-being of societj — the impossibihty 
of the supreme power being left m the hands of the 
whole pec^le — the fatal effects of disregarding the 
right of property, the great comer-stone of all civil 
society — ^the interest which all classes down to the 
humblest have in the protection afforded by law to 
the accumulation of capital — ^ihe evils of resistance 
to established government unless in extreme and 
therefore very rare cases — the particular interest 
which the whole people, low, as well as high, must 
ever have in general obedience to the supreme power 
in the state — ^the almost uniform necessity of making 
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all changes, even the most salutary, in any established 
institution, gradually and temperately — all these are 
the very first lessons which every political teacher must 
inculcate if he be fit for his office, and commonly 
honest, and he cannot move many steps in any direc- 
tion through his subject, without finding occasion to 
illustrate and to enforce these fundamental lessons by 
the constant experience of mankind* But what are 
these lessons ? They are the very doctrines of good 
order and of peaceful conduct; they are the most 
powerful incentives to submission — a submission the 
more to be relied on, because it is rational, and results 
from an appeal to men's reason, not from an over- 
ruling force — the well-considered submission of well- 
informed and therefore well-disposed men, not the 
blind obedience of ignorant slaves. Let the body of 
the people, be kept ever so much in the dark upon 
the nature of government and the state of their own 
concerns, the existence of evils being admitted, the 
smarting under them will come without any teaching ; 
but the more they learn the better they will be able 
quietly to bear them. Let the people be ever so 
ignorant, the sense of their own exclusion from a 
power which they see their superiors exercise, one of 
the hardest things to bear — the comparison of the 
poor man's lot with that of his wealthy neighbour, 
the very hardest portion of their lot, and that which 
must ever expose society to its greatest perils — ^will 
be always sure to strike their minds; and unless 
they are curbed by an overwhelming force, can never 
operate without the most mischievous tendency to the 
peace of society, until foundations of government and 
the nature of the social compact, as well as the prin- 
ciples of Economical Science, are fully learnt by the 
mass of the people. There wants no teacher to make 
a poor man begrudge his powerful and wealthy neigh- 
bour both his actual share in the government and his 
disproportionate share in the gooa things of this life : 
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but the teacher must have ill performed his task if 
he has l^fk any doubt in the mind of the poorest man 
who hears or who reads him, that the misery of all 
classes must follow from insurrection and anarchv: 
that unequal distribution of power is necessary for 
all government, and unequal distribution of property 
essential to its very existence, the idea of too much 
and too little being utterly inconsistent with its very 
nature; that upon its existence depends the whole 
fabric of society ; and that a general division of pos- 
sessions would make the country a scene of profligate 
extravagance for one year, and of universal desola^ 
tion the next — a bedlam for one short season, and 
a charnel-house ever after. 

3. The contemplation of the structure of other 
governments as well as of that under which we live, 
and the comparison of the defects and advantages of 
our own with those of other systems, can hardfy fail 
to produce a happy effect upon the dispositions of any 
people in tolerably happy circumstances. Our coun- 
trymen, for example, when they perceive the immea- 
surable superiority of the British over so many other 
forms of government, cannot avoid drawing from the 
comparison powerful motives for contentment, and 
strong reasons why they should bear with subordinate 
evils rather than run the risk of losing a great good. 
All foreign experience, too, and all past history, in- 
culcates the necessity of sober and cautious proceed- 
ing, where admitted evils are to be removed, or 
vfiduable improvements to be introduced. Nor can it 
escape observation, that many of those things which 
the superficial and ignorant are prone to regard as 
improvements, are easily shown, by a deeper examin- 
ation of the subject, to be either useless or hurtful. 
Hence untaught men often long after some foreign 
institution about which they know little; whereas a 
full and systematic acquaintance with the subject 
would show them that the different habits and various 
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circumstances of the foreign nation, in other parti- 
culars, render the thing in question beneficial there, 
which here would be noxious. 

4. It would be endless to show in how many par- 
ticulars a people would be more easily and sadfelj 
governed, if political knowledge were fully and widely 
diffused among them. The first instances that occur 
are drawn from the evil influence of ignorance and 

Prevailing errors upon subjects of Economical Science, 
'he great mischief arising from the labouring part of 
the community being unacquainted with the nature 
of wctgeSy and the principles on which l^eir rate 
depend^, are well known. The unlimited supply of 
labour which their imprudent marriages, and repug- 
nance to change their residence or l£eir occupation, 
are constantly bringing into the mari^et, really is the 
main cause of the depression of the working classes ; 
for it keeps down their earnings to the very lowest 
amount of subsistence on which human life can be 
maintained. Could anything be more happy, both 
for thanselves and for the peace of society, tilian such 
a thorough knowledge of this subject as would chedL 
the master evil which now pervades all the lower 
ranks of society? — In like manner, the outcry raised 
in favour of imlimited provision for the poor, and 
against the reasonable, indeed the necessary rule which 
would confine each man to living upon the produce of 
his own industry, or the income of his own property, 
never could arise, at least never could have any success, 
but among the most ignorant of mankind. — So, the 
strange delusions propagated by some wild visionaries, 
and by some ill-disposed men, that labour alone gives 
a right to enjoyment, and that the existence of accu- 
mulated capital is a grievance and an abuse, could 
not have the least success with men who had been 
taught to reflect that the accumulation of capital is 
the necessary consequence of the existence of property 
and its secure possession, and that no classes have a 
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stronger interest in the protection of capital than the 
labourers whom it must necessarily always be em- 
ployed in supporting. — The rage against machinery ; 
the objections to a free export of grain; nay, tne 
exaggerated views of even just and true doctrines, 
as that which condemns the corn laws; aflford addi- 
tional illustrations of the mischiefs which ignorance 
of economical science is calculated to produce. — To 
take one more example, but a very striking one, — 
the popular prejudice against usury, and the notion 
that limiting the rate of interest protects distressed 
borrowers, prevented any attempt to amend the law 
in that important particular for many years after 
Mr. Bentham had demonstrated that the distressed 
borrower suffers far more under this pressure than 
the wealthy lender, and after the first mercantile 
authority in the world* had pronounced Mr. Ben- 
tham's Defence of Usury unanswered, because un- 
answerable. Nor have the higher classes yet thrown 
off these prejudices so far as to remove altogether 
one of the greatest practical defects in our commercial 
jurisprudence. 

But the teaching of other branches of Political 
Science is equally beneficial to the cause of good 
government. It may safely be affirmed that no outcry 
against any impost required for the public service ever 
could be raised among a people well informed on the 
necessity of maintaining the establishments required 
for the public service; and that such schemes as the 
Excise never could for years have been defeated, and 
afterwards made for half a century the object of 
popular hatred, sometimes the ground of insurrection, 
in a well-informed community. So the vulgar prepos- 
session in favour of law-taxes, as tending to check 
litigiousness, could only among a very ill-informed 
people have supported, till a late period, an impost 

♦ The late Sir Francis Baring. 

2d 
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notoriously the very worst that ever was invented, and 
the du'ect tendency of which is to prevent justice from 
being obtained by the poor man. — The cry of sacred 
chartered rights being violated by a reform in a 
monopolizing Company's administration of India, drove 
a ministrjr from power threescore years ago; and 
assuredly it could never have seduced any but a very 
ignorant people. Accordingly, there was just as much 
violence done to the Company's charter, the year after, 
by the successors of that ministry, without any kind of 
umbrage being given to the most sensitive persons in 
the country. — The classes of society were among the 
most ignorant of mankind, which aoout the same time 
were seized with such an alarm lest Popery should be 
made, by main force, the religion of the people, that 
they attempted to fire London, did burn the Catholic 
chapels in Edinburgh, and drove into retirement the 
most accomplished member of the Scottish Church, — 
the illustrious historian whose works shed a lustre on 
the name of his country.* Nor were these better 
informed who, thirty years later, helped a party in the 
state to remove their adversaries from the government, 
and seize upon their places, upon the outcry of a like 
danger threatening the religion of the country in 
consequence of a very insignificant bill, which its 
adversaries passed into a law a few years afterwards 
without one word being ever whispered against it. — 
But let us consider only how many measures every 

tovernment is compellea to postpone, contrary to its 
xed and clear opinions, merely because the public 
mind vrill not bear them in its present state of infor- 
mation. Men majr differ, for example, as to the 
propriety of retaining certain colonial possessions at 
a vast expense, with great loss to our trade, and vrith 
considerable risk of hostile operations becoming neces- 
sary. But even if all statesmen of any note were agreed 

♦ Robertson. 
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that those distant possessions should be abandoned^ 
what minister woula venture to give up the country 
where Wolfe gained his victory and met his end, — ^an 
event that has consecrated the spot in the affections of 
the people, and makes them blind to all consequences 
and deaf to all reason ? — So it might be of great benefit 
to give up Gibraltar; but the people must have learnt 
many a lesson of political wisdom before it would be 
safe for any admimstration to propose its cession, how 
ample soever might be the benefits of the measure. 
Lord Chatham was as bold a minister, and one as 
regardless of consequences when he saw his course 
clear before "him, as ever presided over the affairs of 
this country; — ^yet, when, in order to gain the invalu- 
able co-operation of the Spanish branch of the Bourbons, 
and rescue Europe from the depression consequent 
upon its disjointed state, he perceived the expediency 
of offering up Gibraltar for Minorca, a letter from him 
to our ambassador at Madrid remains, in which he 
broaches the subject with a degree of fear and trembling 
that indicates how frightful he deemed the risk he ran 
of exciting the national feelings of England against him 
to overwhelm his government. Such alarms could have 
no place among a people, the bulk of whom, well 
informed upon political subjects, were accustomed to 
consult the real interests of the country and incapable 
of being led astray either by vague apprehensions, or 
the clamours which designing knaves might raise to 
delude them.— But of the many evils wmch popular 
ignorance creates in human society, there is none so 
pernicious as its influence upon those national feelings 
in which commercial restraints, and, above all, wars, 
have their origin. The fear of benefiting other nations, 
and aiding our competitors by our trade, is at the 
bottom of the former; the latter are too frequently 
occasioned by national animosities, by hatred of our 
neighbours merely because they are our neighbours; 
ana it may be remarked that both commercial and 
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political jealousies chiefly operate against those who, 
for the very reason that they are our near neighbours, 
are our best customers, and should, for the benefit of 
both parties, be our firmest friends. The history of 
our species is a history of the evils that have flowed 
from a source as tainted as it is abundant. To go no 
farther back than a century ago, — ^Walpole was first 
hurried into a war which its chief supporters afterwards 
admitted* to have been as groundless as it was impolitic, 
by a senseless cry against the Spaniards, raised by a 
few smugglers, who took advantage of our people's 
ignorance to excite their feelings of honour and revenge, 
and profligately encouraged by a political party who 
turned to their own personal advantage the greatest 
injury they could inflict upon their country. — The most 
unfortunate and impolitic war ever waged by this 
country was popular in the extreme at first; and no 
minister could have stood up against the supremacy of 
the mother-country over thirteen colonies, while all the 
ignorant members of the community believed that they 
had an interest in levying taxes by force fi'om the 
American colonies in aid of the mother-country. — ^Nor 
is it any diminution of the evils which are produced by 
want of political knowledge, that wars, in themselves 
just and necessary, may at first be favoured by the 
people, and then abanaoned at a time when the best 
interests of the state require them to be persevered in. 
An unreflecting, because an uninformed, nation is at all 
times liable to commit this error, than which none can 
be greater excepting that most grievous of all faults, 
the rushing into a contest without cause. 

5. It may be said that there is this peculiar to a 
course of political instruction, that many of the prin- 
ciples explained in it are those which the existing parties 

* Mr. Burke relates this striking instance of the crimes of party : to torn 
ont Walpole, his adversaries raised the war -whoop ; they broke the peace 
of twenty years to obtain power. This those party-leaden admitted to 
turn in discussing this disgraceful passage of party histoiy. 
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in the state are at the time appealing to, and disputing 
about, — many of the illustrations used in expounding 
those principles are the very topics of most vehement 
discussion among the practical statesmen and factions 
of the day. The whole subject, it may be argued, is 
more or less controversial, and the controversy is one 
in which, as it involves men's real or supposed interests, 
and consequentljr engages their passions deeply, no 
instructor can easily avoid taking a side, and no auaience 
can help being swayed by the prevailing sentiments of 
the times ; so that instruction becomes difficult, from 
the interference of party prejudice in both the teacher 
and the pupil, while a factious spirit is sure to be 
fostered, and unkindly feelings to be exacerbated, if 
not engendered. In this remark there is, unquestion- 
ably, much truth; it refers to the principal difficulty 
that attends political instruction. But it can never be 
allowed to prove that no such instruction should be 
conveyed; it only warns us to guard as much as possible 
against falling into the error which it points out. If 
it were suffered to operate as a conclusive reason 
against teaching politics, this would follow — ^that upon 
the things most necessary to be known ignorance is 
better tnan knowledge, — that in proportion as the 
subject is more interesting to men, they should take 
the less pains to understand it. But that is not all : it 
would also follow that, upon topics calculated to excite 
' strong feelings, it is better and safer for the people to 
be kept in the dark. For by the supposition which 
forms the ground of the whole objection, you cannot 
keep the people from taking an interest in these 
subjects; you cannot help their being excited and split 
into parties; their being so is the very origin of the 
remark with which we are dealing. Then, because 
such excitement and such party differences prevail, is 
there any common sense in prescribing an entire 
ignorance of the questions those dissensions relate to, 
as a likely means of allaying them? Are political 
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diflferences the more sure to be reconciled by keeping 
those who are split by them in ignorance of the subjects 
under dispute? Are men more likely to agree upon 
any matter the less they know about it? The people, 
it seems, feel strongly upon certain subjects, and are 
much divided in opinion, many being for a certain 
course of policy, many against it. The argument is, 
that for the purpose of bringing about an understanding, 
and making all in its favour, or all join in rejecting it, 
or all unite in preferring some middle course safely 
placed at a distance from either extreme, the parties 
should be prevented from comprehending the nature of 
the measure in question, and Kept in ignorance of all 
the arguments for it, all the arguments against it, and 
all the arguments for a middle course. Once upon a 
time, says the old fable, two gallant knights met upon 
a plain where a shield stood upright ; and one of them 
having called it a white shield, the other asserted it to 
be a black, whereupon they prepared to fight after the 
manner of that age, still somewhat in vogue at the 
present day. But a dervise or priest came up, and, 
having learnt the cause of their quarrel, suggested that 
each had better look at both sides of the buckler — 
when they found that each knight was right — ^the one 
side being pure white, the other jet black. The minister 
of peace performed his duty wisely; but our objectors, 
and some of them nominally of the same vocation with 
the dervise, have no better expedient to propose than 
that the shield should be covered up from both com- 
batants, and the fight go on. 

It must on all hands be admitted that there is no 
greater evil in any country than party violence — the 
abuse of that which, if kept within due bounds, is an 
advantage, and may be the means of preserving public 
liberty and promoting general improvement, namely, 
the honest combination of statesmen for patriotic pur- 
poses. This becomes an intolerable evil when it is 
made the mere engine of selfish men for giving power 
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and profit to themselves at the expense of the public 
good, and by the subservient agency of the people 
whose interests are sacrificed to the views of their 
leaders. Opinions are then assumed, in order to 
marshal politicians in bands and separate them from 
others. Place is the real object; principle the as- 
sumed pretext. The people, mstead of thinking for 
themselves, are made the dupes and the tools of others, 
— ^hurried into all the folhes of which thoughtless men 
are capable, and into as many excesses as their design- 
ing leaders dare let them commit consistently with 
their own safety, and without the least regard for that 
of their followers. Now, nearly the whole influence of 
such party chiefs is grounded upon the political igno- 
rance of the people at large ; and the permission thus 
assumed to make and dictate their opinions. In such 
a state of things Dean Swift's saying is correct, that 
" Party is the madness of many for the gain of a few;" 
and such a state of things could not exist among a 
people politically educated. As the navigators who 
first visited the South Sea Islands could purchase the 
lands, goods, and chattels of the natives for a red 
feather, our ancestors four centuries ago could butcher 
one another by thousands, and extirpate nine-tenths of 
the nobility of the country in a few years for a red or 
a white rose ; but the wars of Lancaster and of York 
could no more be waged in our time, than the South 
Sea islanders, after being civilized, can be induced to 
barter their property for nothing; and the day will 
come when other party differences will be regarded 
with the same contempt with which we now regard the 
factions of the Henrys and the Edwards. . 

6. This leads to the important remark, that the 
question is no longer left open to us whether the 
people shall be taught politics or not. Taught they 
must be ; and the only question is, whether they shall 
be well taught, or ill instructed and misinformed. Do 
what you will, somebody will take the part of public 
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instructor. It is an office that any man in a free 
country may assume, and it is one which almost every 
one tUnks himself qualified to fill. If the people are 
not taught sound doctrine upon the subject, by calm 
and tolerably impartial men, they will inevitably listen 
to guides of a far different description, and will fall a 
prey to the more violent and the more interested class 
of politicians, to the incentives of agitators, the arts of 
impostors, and the nostrums of quacks. If, indeed, a 
teacher so far violates his duty, as to give partial, in- 
flamed, untrue accounts of the subject ne handles — ^if 
he keeps out of view the facts which history has stored 
up in illustration of the tendency of particular systems 
— ^if he inflames the passions of an imthinking multi- 
tude, and converts a course of instruction into an 
engine of faction, — then he may do mischief, as all 
men may who are guilty of fraudulent and mischievous 
actions upon false pretences. But this possibility only 
furnishes a reason against misinstructing the people, 
not against teaching 3iem ; it warns us to avoid impos- 
tors, not instructors ; it shows that politics may be ill 
and dishonestly taught, as religion, or even morality 
itself may be ; not that politics should be left untaught 
any more than morals and religion. And assuredly we 
may rest satisfied of one thing ; the difficulty is far 
greater, of making a course of lectures the means of 
propagating, by foul means, any system of opinions, 
than the dfficulty of deceiving the people in any other 
way. The shame, upon the detection of such a design, 
is far greater, and the chances of its being detected 
are more numerous. The good dervise, of whom the 
legend speaks, took the honest and the rational course; 
he was a fair as well as a wise teacher. Had he, like 
the Levite in the parable, kept aloof and passed on the 
other side, while the work of death was going on, he 
would have been a weak, and a timid, and a selfish 
man. But had he interfered to prevent the comba- 
tants looking on both sides — ^had he, who saw the 
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shield in either direction, persuaded each knight that 
he was in the right, and that the other was in the 
wrong, he would have been justly execrated as a dis- 
honest guide — ^his treachery would have been speedily 
discovered — and both parties would have joined in 
scorning and in punishing him. Let it not, however, 
be supposed that any course of political lessons can be 
given with no leaning to one set of doctrines rather 
than another. Such a thing is hardly possible, consis- 
tently with honesty; and, were it possible, it would 
not be at all desirable. On a subject like this every 
one who has well considered it must have formed his 
opinions; and he must, therefore, conscientiously be- 
lieve those opinions to be right — nay, to be the only 
right and safe ones for the people to entertain. It is 
therefore his bounden duty to declare his sentiments ; 
and it is infinitely more fair, more honest, and more 
useful, as well as safer, that he should declare them 
openly, distinctly, and manfully, after stating the whole 
case, and the reasons on both sides, than that he should 
give a partial view of the argument, and leave the 
audience to draw its own conclusions — ^that is, his own 
conclusions. He is a teacher, not a partizan; he is 
fairly to expound the views and the arguments of 
others with whom he differs; and he is to give his 
reasons for retaining his own sentiments. From so 
open and honest a course of proceeding no mischief 
whatever can be apprehended, and no other course can 
be called Instruction. Can any one doubt that it is 
best for the people and safest for the government that 
this course should be pursued upon all political sub- 
jects, and most of all upon those subjects which are 
the most calculated to excite deep interest and rouse 
strong feelings? What better means can be devised 
of showing tne pubhc how much it is their interest 
to inquire and judge for themselves? What better 
security can be devised against the efforts of violent 
and intriguing men ? What more sure remedy against 
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the arts of political empirics, whose natural prey is, 
and ever will be, the ignorant vulgar — ^but who in vain 
display their wares before well-inlormed and reasoning 
men? 

These considerations may serve to show, not merely 
that the Political Education of the people is attended 
with none of the danger to the peace of society which 
the objectors apprehend, but that a positive security is 
afforded by it against the very worst dangers to which 
the cause of good order in any community can be ex- 
posed. But we must go yet a step farther, and observe 
that the right of the people to be instructed as to the 
public interests, and the duty of their superiors to 
educate them in Political Science, rests upon higher 
ground than has yet been taken. 

The force of public opinion must be acknowledged 
in every government, save only that of the most purely 
despotic form. It has more or less a direct influence, 
according to the nature of the constitution under which 
the people live ; and the momentum with which it acts 
varies, under the same kind of constitution, according 
to the degree in which the people are educated. But 
even in countries that enjoy little constitutional freedom, 
the public voice, when raised, is effectual; and even 
the most ignorant nation has a will which its rulers 
must not venture entirely to disobey : nay, in absolute 
monarchies, where public opinion forms the only check 
on misgovernment, and the people seldom exert any 
influence, yet, when they do interfere, it is oftentimes 
with terrible effect. Nor is any interposition likely to 
be withheld merely because, from the popular igno- 
rance, it happens to be uncalled for or exerted in a 
wrong direction. How important, therefore, is it, with 
a view to the people's only safeguard, and the ruler's 
only curb, that they should be well-informed upon 
their political interests ! But how immeasurably more 
important is it in countries living under a free govern- 
ment, that those whom the constitution recognizes as 
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sliarers, more or less directly, in the supreme power, 
should have a correct knowledge of the state of their 
own affairs, and the principles upon which their rights 
and their interests depend ! It must be observed that 
no government, even the freest, can be in the hands of 
the people at large ; and that grand improvement of 
modern times, the representative system, by which 
extent of territory can be safely combined with a 
popular constitution, still leaves the exercise of supreme 
power in the hands x)f persons delegated to govern — 
even where there are none but elective magistrates, 
that is, even in republican constitutions. Those dele- 
gates, then, be they executive, or judicial, or legislative, 
require the vigilant superintendence of the community, 
in order to prevent errors or abuses, to quicken their 
diligence or to control their faults, during the term of 
their office. This superintendence is most wholesome 
if exercised by an enlightened people, and affords the 
only effectual security for constant good government — 
the only real safeguard for popular rights. How 
many fatal errors would rulers of all kinds, and in all 
ages^ — whether Consuls and Senates, or Archons and 
AssembUes of the people, or Monarchs and their 
Councils, or Kings and their Parliaments, or Presidents 
and Chambers, have been prevented from falling into.; 
and how many foul crimes, both against the interests 
of their subjects, and against the peace and happiness 
of the world, would they have been deterred from 
committing had the nations submitted to their care 
been well instructed in the science of public policy, 
acquainted with their true interests, aware of the things 
most dangerous to their liberties, and impressed with 
that sense of duty to their species which an enlarged 
knowledge of Political Philosophy can alone bestow ! 
Take, again, the instance of war — ^that game, as has 
been well said, at which kings could never play were 
their subjects wise — how melancholy is it to reflect 
that nearly all the devastation which it has spread 
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over the earth would have been spared, with the 
countless mischiefs following in its train, had only the 
same enlightened views prevailed which have already 
residted partly from sad experience, partly from 
diffused information, and which seem, at the present 
day, to have, at least for a while, taught men the 
guilt as well as the folly of war ! But experience is a 
costly as well as an effectual teacher; and the same 
lesson might have been wholly learnt without the 
heavy price that has been paid for it. Experience, 
too, IS a teacher whose lessons are forgotten in the 
course of a little time ; as the memory of wounds and 
the fear of fighting wear out with the pain they occa- 
sion. Nothing then, can effectually and permanently 
instil the sound doctrines of peace and of justice into 
any people but an extensive Political Education, to 
instruct them in their interests and their duties. It is 
the same with the frauds as with the oppressions of 
statesmen. The sacrifice of the many to the few 
would be impossible in a well-informed country. That 
game of party, in which the interests of the people are 
the counters, and the power and pelf of the gamesters 
themselves the only thing they play for, though not 
the only stake they risk, never could be played to the 
destruction of public virtue and the daily peril of the 
general good, were the people well acquainted with 
the principles which should govern the administration 
of their concerns; and possibly it is an instinctive 
apprehension of this truth that has made all parties so 
averse to the general diffusion of political knowledge. 

But it is not merely as a control on the mismanage- 
ment of their affairs, and a check to encroachments on 
their rights, that the interposition of the people is 
required in every country, and is the very life and soul 
of each constitutional system ; they ought to promote 
the progress of improvement, by urging their rulers to 
better by all means the condition of those under their 
care, and, above everything, to amend the errors of 
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their political system. As all government is made for 
the benefit of the community, the people have a right, 
not only to be governed, but to be well governed ; and 
not only to be well governed, but to be governed as well 
as possible ; that is, with as little expense to their natural 
freedom and their resources as is consistent with the 
nature of human affairs. Towards this point of per- 
fection all nations ought constantly to be directing 
their course. But the rulers having no interest of 
the kind — ^nay, rather an interest in keeping things as 
they are, if not making them go backwards — unless, 
the people interfere, little progress will be made in 
that direction, and some risk always incurred of losing 
the ground already gained. Surely, then, nothing 
can be more manifest than that full ^d sound poUtical 
information is necessary for those whose strongly pro- 
nounced desire of improvement is the best security for 
the progress of all national reform. The diffused 
knowledge of the general principles of policy, and an 
intimate acquaintance with what has been done in 
other countries, and with the results produced, becomes 
as sure a source of political improvement as the diffused 
knowledge of mechanical science, and an acquaintance 
with the inventions of foreigners, is the source of 
almost all improvement in the arts. The education 
of particular classes alone may, no doubt, be better 
than the general prevalence of political ignorance ; but 
as those classes for the most part have particular 
interests, and each has its own purposes to serve, the 
only security for improvements which may benefit the 
whole body of the people, is for the whole body of the 
people to understand in what their true interests consist. 
In truth a greater absurdity cannot well be imagined, 
than attemptmg to keep the bulk of mankind in igno- 
rance of all that appertains to State Affairs. State 
affairs are their own affairs. An absolute Prince* 

» Louis XIV. 
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once exclaimed, "The State!- 1 am the state!" But 
the people may most justly exclaim, " We are the 
State." For them laws are made ; for them govern- 
ments are constituted. To secure their peace, and 
protect them from injury without and within the 
realm, rules are appomted, revenues raised, police 
established, armies levied. To exclude them from the 
superintendence of their own aflfairs is as if the owner 
of an estate were refused the inspection of his accounts 
by his steward. To prevent them from understand- 
ing the principles on which their afifairs are adminis- 
tered, is as ii the owner of an estate were suffered 
to know what his steward was doing, but debarred 
from all understanding (rf what he ought to do. To 
prevent them from knowing what are the institutions 
and the condition of foreign nations, is as if the owner 
of an estate were precluded from knowing how his 
neighbour's property was managed, what rent he got 
for his land, what salaries he paid his agents. In 
every country, whatever be the form of its govern- 
ment, and however little of a popular cast, this is the 
Amount, and this is the aspect of the absurdity pro- 

E)unded by those who would prohibit the Pditical 
ducation of the People. But incomparably grosser 
is the absurdity of keeping the people in ignorance 
where the constitution- of the government is of a 
popular kind. There, the people are called upon to 
bear a share in the management of their own affairs, 
to attend public meetings, to serve in offices, to vote 
in the choice of lawgivers. There may be some con- 
sistency in excluding them from all the knowledge 
that would fit them for performing those high politi- 
cal functions, while you also exclude them from all 
exercise of the functions themselves. But to make 
them political functionaries, and to leave them in 
ignorance of political subjects, is little less absurd than 
it would be to keep the owner of an estate ignorant 
of farming, and expect him to superintend the man- 
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agement of his farms. But if it be said that there is 
no occasion for all the community learning Political 
Philosophy any more than there is for all a land- 
owner's mmily inspecting his accounts and under- 
standing agriculture; the answer is obyious, that all 
the community, and not particular classes, are the 
parties interested in State affairs; and that if any 
family can be found in which all the members, ser- 
vants included, have their several shares in the pro- 
perty of the estate, then, beyond all question, each 
member down to the humblest menial, however incon- 
siderable his share of the property, would be entitled 
to inspect the accounts-^would be directly interested 
in superintending the management — and would be 
unspeakably foolish to remain in ignorance of the 
principles on which farms should be managed, and 
the condition and management of the other estates 
in the neighbourhood. 

Nor can any the least risk arise to the peace and 
good order of society from the humbler classes occu- 
pying themselves with such pursuits; any, the least, 
risk of their grudging their superiors the benefits and 
the privileges of their station, or seeking to displace 
them, and shake the stability of the national system. 
Imperfect knowledge of Political Philosophy, a super- 
ficial acquaintance with what is passing in other coun- 
tries, and what has, in past times, been the history of 
their own, may expose them to be misled by designing 
men, or to become the dupes of their own irregular 
desires and groundless fancies. Such errors are in- 
separable from all learning, because they are the 
consequences of the imperfect information with which 
learners must begin; tney overshadow the dawn of 
all intellectual improvement ; they cloud the mind 
before the sun has yet arisen; but they offer the 
same obstacles to knowledge in all its branches, and 
are as much objections to moral, and even to reli- 
gious, instruction, as to the study of Political Science. 
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The risk — ^the temporary and inconsiderable risk — is 
admitted; the guarantee is certain, and it is easy. 
An imperfect hght is dangerous. In the twilight 
men's steps falter ; and, as they dimly see, they doubt- 
fully grope their way. Then let in more light ! That 
is the cure for the evil; and that is the answer to 
the objection. But of one thing we may be well 
assured : be the dangers ever so great of instructing 
the people on that which it most concerns them to 
know — ^be the hazards arising from the circulation of 
free opinions and the diffusion of political knowledge 
among the people a thousand times more imminent 
than they have ever been painted by alarmed and 
short-sighted men ; we cannot prevent the evil, be it 
ever so appalling, and are left to apply the only 
remedy — " Let there be light." In vam you seek to 
put down such doctrines by force ; even to quell the 
uproar of admitted errors by force is of no avail in 
maintaming quiet. Rather say, force alone has the 
power greatly and wideljr to disseminate falsehood. 
Doctrines ever so fantastical, ever so wild — ^tenets as 
dull as they are groundless, as revolting as they are 
untrue — systems as rotten as they are deformed — r 
follies which, left to themselves, must quickly die a 
natural death — ^all are capable of being forced onward 
to success by injudicious attack. The rod of power, 
like the magician's wand, can change deformity into 
beauty, lend strength to the rottenness, give currency 
to the dulness, and life to the decay of errors, which 
nothing else could recommend, or circulate, or pre- 
serve. To oppose the progress of truth — ^to suppress 
the communication of opinions — ^to obstruct the dif- 
fusion of knowledge — ^is not so pernicious, but is quite 
as ineffectual an exercise of the persecuting power. 

It remains to mark the most salutary effects of an 
extensive diffusion of Political Knowledge — the most 
salutary, because unalloyed by even any the least and 
most transient inconvenience. An enlarged view of 
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their own best interests must give the people sound 
and enlightened feelings respecting the merits of human 
conduct, and form in them the habit of justly estimat- 
ing the character and the conduct of the men who 
guide the affairs of nations. The mischiefs are incal- 
culable which have resulted to our species, from the 
habitual false judgments formed on this important sub- 
ject by the bulk of mankind ; and it must in fairness 
be confessed that the great crimes which have been 
committed by statesmen in all ages, have been mainly 
caused by the encouragement which the people have 
given to the criminals. Dazzled by success, subdued 
by the spectacle of triumphant force, stricken with 
wonder at the mere exercise of great faculties, and the 
sight of the events which they brought about, men 
have withdrawn their eyes from the means used to 
attain those ends, and lost their natural hatred of vice 
in their admiration of genius and their sense of power. 
No disgust at meanness, no scorn of treachery, no 
horror of cruelty, has hitherto availed against the false 
lustre shed over despicable and detestable deeds by 
brilliant capacity crowned with victory. But that is 
not all the folly committed by unreflecting men. The 
most absolute disregard to their own interests has been 
coupled with their misplaced admiration of successful 
guilt. 

The crimes which dazzled them were perpetrated at 
their cost; the price paid was their own long, and 
boundless, and bitter suffering. For all that was done 
amiss and for all themselves admired, they themselves 
paid. Their own best interests were sacrificed quite 
as much as principle and duty were violated. They 
have lavished upon tyrants, and conquerors, and in- 
triguers, who were their worst enemies, their loudest 
applause ; for those pests of the world reserving the 
fame that should have been kept sacred to virtuous and 
beneficent deeds ; and confining the title of " Great" 
— the prize that all generous natures strive after — ^to 

2 E 
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those whose lives were spent in working then' misery 
and theu' ruin. This preposterous combination in 
which the people have so long been leagued to call 
things by their wrong names^ to praise the wrong men, 
to suffer that the scourges of their kind, the enemies 
of peace and freedom and virtue, should not merely 
escape reprobation, but should monopoUze all the places 
in the Temple of Fame, has been the fruitful source of 
human misery and national crimes, and it has been 
the result of nothing but the darkest ignorance. The 
knowledge of Political Science, which teaches the 
people their true interests, can alone rescue them 
from the error of ages — ^restore public virtue to the 
pedestal which succesrful vice has so long usurped — 
and secure on a lasting foundation the peace and the 
happiness of the world. 
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Addison, his style, 129. 
^schines criticised, J 85. 
Algebra, nature of, 297. 
Ants, tneir instincts, 847. 

tropical ant bill, 848. 
Aristocrates, oration against, 27. 
Aristodemns a traitor, 19. 
Aritbmetic, 297. 
Arnold, Dr., bis great success, 109. 

bis letter, 114. 
Astronom7,mecbanical prindples,315 
Augnstan age of English letters, 129. 

Baillie,Capt.,Er8kine's defence of,236. 
Barbanld's, Mrs., books commended, 

863. 
Barometer explained, 329. 
Barrow, his merits, 287. 
Beavers, their bnildings, 849. 
Bees, their cells, 840. 

their instincts, 846. 
Benevolence, enlightened, more glori- 
ous than empire, 141. 
Bird, eye of, 887. 

wing, 334, note- 
air vessels, 839. 
Blair^s improved magnifier, 836. 
Bolingbroke, bis styfe enlosized, 129. 
Bones, tubular, strength 0^889. 
Bossnet, bis funeral sermons, 262. 

bis adulation, 268. 
Bourdaloue criticised, 281. 

was one of Massillon's models, 281. 

his great merits, 286. 
Burke, remaricable sentences of, 163. 

bis published speeches, 210. 

his best oration borrowed from the 
Gr^ 138. 

Camel, hoof of, 851. 

Campbell, Thos., translates a Greek 

epitaph, 118. 
Catenary, what, 806. 
Cesarotti as a Greek scholar, 110. 
Cbarldemus, bis |)ublic services, 28. 
Chatham, Lord, his singular manner, 

12. 
his policy, 403. 
Chersonese oration, or 8th Phi%)pic, 

oration on, translated, 78. 
Cicero, bis unspoken orations, 32. 
and moveable exordiums, 37. 



Cicero, his fadlity in Greek, 88. 

careful study under difierent mas- 
ters, 89, 40. 

remarkable sentences, 42. 

his ornate style, 46. 

iiis closeness, 46-48. 

extracts from, 69-72. 

his proficiency in Greek, 107. 

translates Demosthenes, 106-120. 

anecdote of, 136. 

translations by Kelsall, 145-166. 

objects of translation, 146. 

its difficulties, 147. 

oration against Verres, 148. 
history of, 149. 

artifices, 150. 

passages, 161-164, 185. See also 
* Greek orators.' 
Circles, nroperties of. 803. 
Citizenship, rights of, 28. 
Comets, laws of, 19. 
Compasses, elliptic, what, 805. 
Conrederacies, tlieb: foundations, 29. 
Constellations, what, 323. 
Constructive treason, doctrine of, 213. 
Cowper, his successful translations, 

111. 
Cromwell, Bossuet's notice of, 268. 
Crown, Demosthenes* oration on, 

translated, 105. 
Cuckoo, 358. 
Cycloid, 806-333. 

Dante, resembles the ancients in 
using one epithet to give an 
idea, 138. 

illustrated, note, 133. 
Debating defined, 209. 

unknown to the ancients, 210. 
Demosthenes, his exquisite polish, 5. 

conciseness, 6. 

reputation, 8. 

choice of words, 13-16. 

of figures, 21. 

self-control, 26, 37. 

writes for Eutbydes, 27. 

remarkable passages, 17, 23, 24, 27, 
29, 81, and appendix, 64-69, 132. 

his unspoken orations, 31, 82. 

his aversion to speak off hand, 39. 

his study under masters, 89. 

exquisite taste of his audience, 
41-43. 
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Demosthenes, criticism on hb style, 
48-51. 

wit and sarcasm, 52. 

Philip's opinion of him, 52. 

plan of the Philippics, 52-56. 

the great speech, 56. 

Lis reasoning examined, 57, 58. 

his vast superiority, 59, 60. 

extracts from, 64-69. 

translation of oration, 73-103. 

his peculiarities, 123, 124. See also 
* Greek orators.' 
Diopeithes, support of, 17. 
Doltand, his achromatic glass, 336. 
Dryden, his learning. 111. 

his manner, 129. 
Dynamics, important rule, 315- 



Edgeworth, Miss, her hooks com- 
mended, 363. 
Eloquence of the Ancients, 
Dissertation on — 

ancient, superior to modem, 3. 

the only medium through which 
the public were influenced, 4. 

scarcity of writings, 4. 

orators laboured to please, 5. 

exquisite finish and facility acquir- 
ed by practice, 6. 

conciseness, doubtful, if the pub- 
lished orations are the same as 
at first spoken, 7. 

diflFerence between writing for the 
eye and the ear, 8. 

repetition of fine passages, 8. 
and its objects, 10. 
frequent in 4th Philippic, hence 
called the Peroration, 11. 

Chersonese, or 8th Philippic, 11. 

selection of words, 13-16. 

remarkable passages, 17. 

regarding traitors, 19. 

similes on Philip's political power, 
20. 
his defects, 21. 

same rhetorical figures used again, 
21. 

and against ^schines, 23. 

self-control, 25. 

and rule of perorations, 25, 26. 

oration written at age of twentv- 
eight for Euthycles against Ans- 
tocrates, 27. 

citizenship of Athens, 28. 

passage translated on confedera- 
cies, 29. 
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all illustrative of great care taken 
by the Greek orators, 81. 

unspoken speeches of the ancients 
contrasted with modem volubi- 
lity, 31. 

six or seven of Cicero's best were 
never delivered, 32. 

introductions to speeches kept in 
reserve, 34. 

care in study, and aversion to ex- 
tempore speaking of Demos- 
thenes, Pericles, Plato, and 
Cicero, long course of training 
among the ancients, 39. 

Demosthenes and Cicero took les- 
sons from many masters, 39, 40. 

great orators gave lessons, 41. 

severe standards of the ancients, 
42, 43. 

sparing in use of figures, 44. 

ancients fall short of the modems 
in the substance of their ora- 
tions, 45. 

more reasoning and less liietoric 
among the latter, 45. 

Cicero both ornate and argument- 
ative, 46-48. 

allusions mixed with argumenta- 
tion, 49. 

style of Demosthenes, his argu- 
mentation, 51. 

wit and sarcasm, 52. 

Philip's opinion, 52. 

plans of tne 2d and 3d Philippics, 
52-54. 

Demosthenes^ great oration ex- 
amined, 55-57. 

contrasted with Sir W. Grant, 58. 

condensed view of Demosthenes^ 
great merits, 59. 

effects of true eloquence described, 
59, 60. 

appendix — 
extract from Erskine,- 61 . 
extracts from Demosthenes, 64- 

69. 
from Cicero, 69-72. 
translation of oration on the 
Chersonese, and notes with 
its history, 73-103. 
oration on the crown, 105. 
the Saxon and Latin tongues 
considered, with a view to 
translations of Greek, 106,108. 
Cicero's plan, 108. 
Cesarotti, Pope, Cowper, and 
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Eloquence of the Ancients — 
others as translators ; to trans- 
late the Iliad required both a 
Greek scholar and a poet, 112. 
paraphrase and circumlocution 

condemned, 112. 
author prefers the pore English 

idiom for translations^ 112. 
French translation, US. 
English Orators — Erskine, 209. 
Erskine, paucity of authentic modem 
orations, 2U9. 
list of Erskine's speeches, 211, 
thev contain a history of the laws of 
libel, 211, andoi" law of jury, 212. 
' Constructive Treason' exposed, ex- 
tracts, 213, 214. 
Stockdale's trial, speech in his de- 
fence, 218-223. 
defence of Hastings, 222. 
extract, 223. 

English policy in India, 224-927. 
defends the liberty of the press, 

227-230. 
fruits of Pitt's apostacy firom the 

reform party, 230-235. 
Frost's case, Perry's, — speech for 

Baillie, 236. 
Erskine's success, 239. 
speeches for Madras Conneil, 244. 
for Cuthell, 245. 
adultery cases, 245-254. 
his professional character, 254, 255. 
conversant with Greek writers, 123. 
speeches reviewed, 209. 
extracts from, 61, 243-246, 253. 
Ethics, what, 374. 

Euthycles, oration written for him, 27. 
Experience, defined, 311. 
Extracts, from Erskine, 61. 
Grattan, 62. 
DenM>stheneS) 63. 

Fergnson, Mr. C, edits Erskine's 

speeches, 209. 
Fish, air bladder of, 339. 
shape of, 334. 
its eye, 337. 
Fixed stars, their number 323. 
Flies, feet of, 342. 
Fluency in public speaking, vicious, 

170-172, 192-195. 
Fly trap, 353. 
Foreign competition, 403. 
Fox, C. J., complains of Logan's 
tract, 218. 
condensation in his speeches, 200. 



Francis, his learning, 110. 
Franklin, his discoveries, 331. 
Freedom, its true bulwark is mistrust 

of tyrants, 62. 
Freedom of the press, abridged by 

Pitt, 230. 
French translation of Demosthenes 

noticed, 113. 
Frost, defended by Erskine, 231. 

Gastric Juice, its various properties,345 

Glow-worm, 352. 

Gordon, Lord G., case of, 213. 

Grant, Sir William, excellence of his 
speeches, 58. 

iGrattan on Irish liberty, 62. 

Gravity, as the squares of the dis- 
tance, 317. 

Gray borrows from Dante, 134. 

Gri£ek Orat6rs — Demosthenes, 
170. 

* careless eloquence' of oar times, 

170. 

* natural eloquence,' 172. 
extempore speaking a vicious habit, 

172. 

sparing of words, 129 

never over-do their subject, 130. 

satirists, their scnrrilify, 198. 

lan^age of the passions is con- 
cise and simple, 172. 

laborious study of the ancients, 173. 

Plato, 174. 

Demosthenes' extreme care in 
study, 174-176. 

his repetitions, 176-186. 

illustrations, 177. 

transpositions, 179. 

labour on sentences, 1%. 

declamation, 182. 

his perorations, 184. 

of iEschines and Cicero, 185. 

passage from second Olynthiac, 1 88. 

examined, 139-192. 

fastidious taste of Athenians con- 
trasted with modern fluency and 
mediocrity, 192-195. 
• what points are most telling in 
debates, "hits," 195-197. 

extract translated, 198-200. 

excellences of Demosthenes, 202- 
206. 

pronunciation of Greek, 207, 208. 
Gunnery, principle of, 304. 

Hadfield, Erskine's defence of, 242. 
Hall, Robert, A.M., reviewed, 256. 
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HastingB, Warren, Logan^s defence of, 

Heat of the soil, 824. 

Henrietta Maria, queen, Bossnefs 

aermoa on, 263. 
Hooker characterized, 129. 
Home on politics, 880. 
Hydraulics, what, 828. 
Hydrodynamics, what, 828. 
Hydrostatics, what, 82& 

<* Immaculate conception," Bossaef s 

theory on, 265, 268. 
Inauoural Discoubsb as Lobd 
Bbctob, 115. 

the rhetorical art, 119. 

value of Greek study, 119. 

modem oratory and sculpture in> 
ferior to a&aent, 120. 

question as to utility of the dasfflcs, 
121. 

many Greek orationa with slight 
change suitable for modem use, 
128, 124. 

a greater variety of subjects than 
are to be found in Cicero, 125. 

causes of the superiority of Greek 
over Roman eloqaencej 126-128. 

to translate from Greek mto Eng- 
lish, the best mode of forming a 
pure style, 128. 

best periodof English literati]re,€rom 

the time of Elizabeth to Anne, 128. 

best writers, 129. 

modem redundance and Greek 
terseness, ISO. 

Burke's best efforts, 181. 

condensation and power of Demos- 
thenes, 132. 

Dante resembles the Greeks. 134. 

rale, a man will speak wdl as he 
writes much, 135. 

careful preparation insisted on, 185. 

extempore speaking, 136. 

noble uses of eloquence, 137. 

en^ghtened benevolence more glo- 
rious than empire, 141. 
India, English pohcy in, 224. 
Indian warrior^ speech of, 61. 
Insanity, Erskuie on, 242. 
Lsseos and Isocrates, masters of Ae- 
toric,39. 

Johnson, Dr., his ^* big words," 206. 

mecmuical rhythm, 129. 
Jury, law of, 212. 
Kelsall's Cicero, 145. 



Kelsall's Cicero, faults of^ 153. 
Knowledge does not produce turba- 

lenccj nor unbelief, 189. 
Koenig, his investigations, 841. 

Latin pronunciation discussed, 167- 
169. 

Law of nations, 886. 

Legislation, science of, 885. 

LeUnd, notes on his translation, 73- 
103. 
commended, 110. 

libel, law of, 211. 

Lingendes de, Bapm's opinion of, 260. 

Lizurd, foot of, 343. 

Logan, Rev. Mr., defends Mr. Hast- 
ings, 217. 

Logaritnms explained, 299. 

Louis XIV., funeral sermon by Mas- 
sillon, 269. 
his arrogance, 413. 

Marie V., Bossuet's panegyrics, 265, 
266. 

extracts, 265-268. 
Masdllon, anecdotes of^ 260. 

his style, 269-280. 
Mathematics defined, 296. 

pure and mixed, 313. 
Menon, his services, 28. 
Metaphysics, uncertainty in, 876, 377. 
Midias, Demosthenes, oration on, 33. 
Milk tree, 355. 
Milky Way, 323. 

Millot, his knowledge of Greek, 110. 
Milo, Cicero's speech ugainst, 32. 
Modem infidelity, HalTon, reviewed, 
256. 

extracts, 288-290. 
Moon, observations on, 325. 
Moral Science, 356. 

Napoleon, his tactics, 129. 
Natural numbers, what, 800. 
Natural philosophy, result of obser- 
vation and experiment only, 8 JO. 
Natural Science, 318. 
Mechanics and chemistry, 314. 
anatomy, botany, &&, derivation 

of terms, 314^ 
branches run into each other, 314. 
application of known facts and 

laws to astronomy, 315-321. 
Newton, 322. 
planets, sizes, distances, &&, 322- 

825. 
applied to navigation, 825. 
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mechanicalphflosopliy, rales, 826. 

poWersr, 327. 

terms, 328. 

optics, electridtj, 330. 

chemistry, 331. 

physiology and botany, 332. 

cycloids, raotioDS io, 333. 

* solid of least resistance,' 334. 

eye of fish, 337. 

bird's eye, 337. 

air vessels, 339. 

bees, their cells, 840. 

work by saetion, 341 ^ 

foot 01 the fly, lizard, anil sea- 
horse, 342, 343. 

pollen of plants, 344. 

creepers, 845. 

gastric jnice, 346. 

bees and ants, 346w 

beavers, 349. 

the camel, 351. 

nantilns, glow-worm, ostrich, 352. 

cnckoo, duck, snipe, toucan, 353. 

fly-trap, 353. 

wild pme, and other retainers of 
water, 354, 355. 

moral science, 856. 

dnty, independence, 357. 

applied science, 358. 

pleasures of it, 364-870. 
Nautilus, 352. 

Navigation, aided by astronomy, 825. 
Newton, Sir I., his discoveries, 822. 

Observation and experience the bases 

of natural philosophy, 810. 
Optics, what, 330. 
Orators, modem, 112. 
Oval, what, 804. 

Parabola, what, 304. 

Parliament, aigumentative speeches 

suitable to, 68. 
Partizan, what, 64. 
Passages, remarkable, of Demos- 
thenes, 17, 23, 24, 27, 29, 81. 
' People,' must be taught politics, 407. 
Perdiccas, public services, 28. 
Pericles, notice of his orations, 44 
Peroration on 4th Philippic, the, 11. 
Perry, Erskine's defence of, 210. 

his speech, 229. 
Philip of Macedon characterized, 12, 
187. 

his successes and his weakness, 19. 

his jealousy, 21. 



Philip, his private life, 22. 
his estnnate of Demosthenes, 52. 
his policy. 52-54. 

Philip of Nami, his preaching sent 
thirty .bishops to their dioceses, 
260, note. 

Physics defined, 308. 

Pitt, his novidate in toryism, 230. 

Planche, review of, 170. 

Planets, their dimensions and dis- 
tances, 323. 

Plants, impregnation ofj 344. 

Plato, his care in selection of words, 
and aversion to speak offhand, 
88. 

Pleasures of scientific knowledge,890. 

Pneumatics, 328. 

PoLinCAIi SCFENCB, DiSOOVHSE 

OF, 371. 

uncertainty of metaphyucs, 376- 
377. 

politics founded on fects, 378. 

the nature of these fjcts, 880. 

divided rato domestic and inter- 
national, 381, 385w 

economies, 883. 

statistics, 384. 

le^slatioo, 384. 

scientific pleasures, 386-392. 

political philosophy, its benefits, 

objections answered, 395. 

dangers of ignorance, 398. 

fallacies, 400-404. 

controverted subjects, not useless, 
404-407. 

the people must be taught politics, 
407-418. 

Louis XIV., " I am the State," 413. 
Pope, a good Greek scholar. 111. 
Puolic speaking, indispensable re- 
quirements to, 41. 
Pulpit Eloquence, Disserta- 
tion ON, 256. 

its advantages, 257. 

few fine sermons published, 258. 

indifierence of the public, 258. 

aided by rhetoric, 259. 

St. Paul, De Lingendes, Gastillon, 
Bourdalone, Flechier, Bossuet, 
MassiUon, 260. 

Bossuet's adulation, 268. 

Massillon on war, 269. 

his servility exceeded by South, 271. 

Voltaire's remarks, 272. 

extracts, 272-279. 

remarkable passage, 278. 
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Pulpit Eloquence — 

the greatest preachers in France 
attended the theatre, 279, note. 

Bourdaloue critidsed, 281. 

perhaps SBperiorto MassiUon, 281. 
and Bossuet, 284. 

extracts, 282. 

merits of Barrow, Sonth, and 
Taylor, 287. 

passages from Hall, 288. 

Quintilian, his criticisms, 40. 

Beading, its proper nses,. 862. 
Reiske, notes on his translation, 73- 

103. 
Robertson, Dr., his retirement, 402. 
Roman manners, 155. 
Roman Orators — Cicero, 142. 

KelsaU's Cicero, 142. 

history of oration against Vcrres,148 

rhetorical artifice, 150. 

translators' mistakes, 151-155. 

critique on the oration, 156-160. 

a golden rule of art, 159. 

translations corrected, 161-163. 

Burke quoted, 163. 

mistakes in English, 164-166. 

pronunciation of Latin by the 
Scots and Italians preferable to 
the English mode, 167. 
Romans, their delight in oratory, 42. 
Rugby school, flourishing, 109. 

Scariett (Lord Abinger), conversant 

with the Greek masters, 122. 
Science applied to the arts, 358-361. 
Science, Discourse of, 291. 

defined as ' Knowledge reduced to 
a System,' 292. 

threemld division — 1. Of Number 
and Quantity or * ]\Iathematics;' 
2. Of * Matter' or * Natural 
Philosophy;' 3. Of 'Mind' or 
* Moral Philosophy,' 296. 

arithmetic, 297. 

nature of algebra, 297. 

logarithms, 300. 

geometry defined, 801. 

properties of triangles, 802. 

curvelinear figures, 303. 

properties of circles, 303. 

of parabola and oval, 304. 



I Science — 
hyperbola, 805. 
cycloid and catenary, 306. 
pnydcs, 308. 
mathematical reasoning described, 

308, 309. 
natural philosophy the result of 
observation and experiment, not 
of reasoning, 310. 
Self-control necessaiyto an orator, 25. 
Sermons, number o^ annually, 257. 
Skate, 339. 
Snipe, 353. 

Speeches, unspoken, of the ancients, 
31. 
modem, very few anthentic in 
print, 209. 
Statesman and partizan contrasted, 

64. 
Steam engine, principle of, 329. 
Stockdale, Erskine's defence of, 216. 
Strafford^ remorse of Charles L at con- 
sentmg to his death, 263, note. 

Tankards, natural, 354. 

Taylor, a master of Greek, 111, 

Telescopes, 336. 

Tendrils, what, 344. 

Theophrastus, anecdote of, 42. 

Thrace, conquest of, 17. 

Toucan, 353. 

Trachallus, eulogized b^ Quintilian,40. 

Traitors, treatment of, 19. 

cautions against, 52. 
Trammels, ¥mat, 305. 
Treason, constructive, what, 213. 
Triangles, properties of, 302. 
Tyrants, should ever be mistrusted, 52. 

Wages, evils of ignorance on, 400. 
Walpole, going to war, 404. 
War, Massillon on, 269. 

impolicy of, 404-411. 
Wellesley, Lord, an eminent Greek 

schoUr, 109. 
Wolf, notes on his translation, 73-103. 
a perfect master of Greek, 111. 

Verres, offends Roman feelings, 155. 

ap|>endix, 61. 
Voltaire, praises Massillon, 271. 

Yew tree, peculiarity of, 344. 
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I AN ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE TO THE HOLY SCRIPTURES ; 

or, the Bible presented under Distinct and Classified Heads or Topics. 
I By John Eadik, D.D., LL.D., Professor of Biblical Literature in tbe 

United Presbyterian Church. 8yo, Ss. 6d., doth. 

' The object of this Concordance is to present the entire Scriptures under certain 
I classified and exhaustive heads. It differs Anom an ordinary Ck)ncordance, in that 
its arranfrement depends not on ^rords, but on subjects, andr the verses are' printed 
in full. Tlie work will be accompanied with a Table of Contents, which will present 
in brief a System of Biblical Antiquities and TheolocjL and with a very copious and 
accurate Index. ^ 

" We have only to add our unqualified commendation of a work of real excel- 
lence to every Biblical student*'— CAris/tan Times. 

n. 

A COMMENTARY ON THE GREEK TEXT OF THE EPISTLE 
OF PAUL TO THE COLOSSL^S. By John Eadie, D.D., LL.D., 

Professor of Biblical Literature in the United Presbyterian Church. 8vo, 
10s. 6d., cloth. 

'* Every Scripture student should seek to possess this volume; there is no Com- 
mentary on the Colossians that will at aJl compare with It"— United Presbyterian 
MagaiiM, 

III. 
MODERN PULPIT ELOQUENCE : Sermons by the most eminent Living 
Divines of the Church of England. With Introductory Charge on Preach- 
ing by the Ven. Archdeacon Sinclair. Foolscap 8vo, 3s. 6d., cloth. 

*' There may be much variety of style where there is an unshaken adherence to 
truth, and lessons of (n'eat practical value may be learned from those preachers 
whose theology we are compelled to reject"— jBran^e/tca/ Preacher. 

IV. i 

LITERARY ADDRESSES DF.JVERED AT VARIOUS INSTITU- ! 
TIONS. Third Series. By A. H. Layari>, D.C.L., M.P., Samdkl i 
Warren, D.C.L., M.P., Duke of Argyll, Dean op Hereford, and \ 

others. Foolscap 8vo, 3s. 6d., cloth. 

V. 
THE BRITISH EMPIRE: Biographical, Geographical, and Historical. 

By numerous Contributors, with an Introductory Dissertation by E. S, 

Creasy, M.A., Professor of History in the University of London. With ] 

Map and numerous illustrations. Crown 8vo, 10s. 6d., doth. 

Contents.— Introductory Essay— Synopsis of British History from the Earliest 
Records to the Present Day— Dictionary of British Biography— Gazetteer of the 
British Empire and its Dependencies. 

" This excellent worlc of reference."— CnVic. 

" Truly a multum in parvo." Spectator. 

*' The Biography and Geography are extremely well condensed. . . . Likely 
to prove an extremely useful book. . . . Well printed, and bound with much 
appropriateness. " — Examiner. 

" Tlie combination of a gazetteer of the British Empire with a manual of History 
and Biography, is a novel attempt, and is carried out successfully,— an immense 
amount of varied information, instructive for reading, and useful for reference, 
being comprised in a single volume."— ZZ/erary Gazette. 

VL 
UNIVERSAL GAZETTEER; or. Cyclopedia of Physical and De- 
scriptive Geography. By James Bryce, A.M., Mathematical Master 
in the High School of Glasgow. With Map and numerous illustrations. 
Post 8vo, 12s. 6d., cloth. 
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HISTORY OF THE CRUSADES: their Rise, Progress, and Results, 
bjr Colonel Procter, Royal Military College, Sandhurst. New edition, 
with beautiful illustrations after Gilbert, Sargent, &c, &c Crown 8fo, 
3s. 6d., cloth. 
^' A Jadidons and animated sketch, illustrated by sphited emgnrinea.'*— Spectator, 

IL 
HISTORY OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE, from the Earliest Times to 
the Present Day. By Coloneti Pbocter, Rev. J. E. Riddle, M.A., 
and James M'Connechy, Esq. With Chronologica' Tables, Index, 
&c., &c. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d., cloth. 
" Tliebest work on Turkey with which we are acquahited."— Ctirier. 

III. 
RECOLLECTIONS OF THE EVENTFUL LIFE OF A SOLDIER IN 
THE PENINSULA. By Joseph Donaldson, Serg^Autin the Nmety- 
Fourth Scots Re^ment. New edition. Foolscap 8vo, 3s. oi, cloth. 
" Ought to be one of the books supplied to regimental and militia libraries, and 
its circulation will do good service at this time, as it inculcate good principles of 
sobriety and carefulness, while describing events likely to encotfrage martial 
&rdowr.'*—LUeraru Gaeette. ''.' 

IV. 'i t 

LIVES OF THE BRITISH ADMIRALS, and Naval Histdry of Great 
Britain, from the days of CsBsar to the Present Time, condensed from, 
the work of Dr. John Campbell. Fifth edition, with numerous engrav- 
ings. New edition, foolscap 8vo, 3s. 6d., cloth. ., 
*' This is precisely the book that has long been wanted ; mufium ''♦» ^atro; a vade 
mecum for every poung sailor, and equally useful as a work of »«i. -^t nee to refresh 
the memoi*y of the old one.'* --Naval and Military Gazette, * 

V. '■ "^ * I 

CYCLOPAEDIA OF UNIVERSAL BIOGRAPHY, cont i*.:itf a Complete 
Series of Original Memoirs of the most Remarkahle jujtiduals of all 
Times and Nations. By numerous Contributors. With?^> illustrations. 
Post 3vo, 12s. 6d., cloth. 
"A remarkable instance of cheapness, completeness, and exc^l? •> <;."— Oftic 

VI. 
THE STUDENT'S HANDBOOK OF ANCIENT HISTORY. By 

Isaiah M'Burney, B.A., F.S.A., one of the Classical Masters in Glasgow 

Academy. With numerous Maps. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d., clot-i. 

Contents.— Synopsis of Ancient History from the Earliest Recor ' » to the Fall of 
the Western Empire— Dictionary of Dates— Greek and Roman Liter .'v Chronology 
—Tables of Assyrian, Egyptian, Greek, and Roman Dynasties, Soveaeigns, &c, Ac. 

" May be recommended with conMence"—Athenmim. 
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